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Dr.  M.  Theron  Rankin 


Tliis  first  volume  of  the  minutes  of  the  Thevou  Kaukiu  Bjiptist  Association 
is  dedicated  to   Dr.   M.   Theron  Rankin   for   wliom   the   association   is  named. 

Dr.  Rankin  was  born  in  Newberry,  S.  C,  in  1894.  He  attended  Furman  Uni- 
versity one  year  and  was  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  College  in  1918.  He  re- 
ceived the  Th.M.  degree  from  Southern  Theological  Seminary,  Louisville,  K3\, 
in  1921,  the  year  he  was  appointed  a  missionary  to  China,  and  the  Ph.D.  degree 
in  1927  while  home  on  his  first  furlough. 

In  1935  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  elected  Dr.  Rankin  Secretary  for  the 
Orient  to  supervise  our  Southern  Baptist  mission  work  in  that  part  of  the 
world. 

In  1945  he  began  his  Avork  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  and  continued  in  this  place  of  leadership  until  his  death  on  June  27,  ]953. 

Dr.  Rankin  is  survived  by  his  Avidow,  the  former  Valleria  Greene,  Avho  Avas 
born  in  China  to  missionary  parents,  and  tAvo  daughters,  Mrs.  John  McMillan 
of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Mrs.  Tom  McCullough  of  Louisville,  Ky. 


Directory  of  Association 

1956-57 
OFFICERS 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Moderator  1205  Main  Avenue  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Albert  A.  Young,  Vice-Moderator  97  18th  Avenue  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Miss  Helen  Cater,  Cleric  P.  O.  Box  552,  Hickory 

Heath  B.  Marsh,  Treasurer  Rt.  5,  Box  679,  Hickory 

Dick  Byrd,  Historian  Newton 

TRUSTEES 

 434  3rd  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

 Conover 

 Route  4,  Hickory 

ASSOCIATION  AUXILIARIES 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Sunday  School  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

James  R.  Helvet,  Training  Union  Director  1826  N.  College  Avenue,  Newton 

Mrs.  L.  p.  Frans,  W.  M.  TJ.  Superintendent  Country  Club  Road,  Hickory 

Robert  Rhoney,  Brotherhood  President  Route  4,  Hickory 

Hendley  Ellington,  Director  of  Music  549  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

BOARD  REPRESENTATIVES 

Albert  A.  Young,  General  Board  of  N.  C.  Baptist  State  Convention 

Thomas  P.  Pruitt,  Executive  Committee,  S.  B.  C  

R.  Knolan  Benfield,  N.  C.  Baptist  Orphanage  Board  of  Trustees.  .  .  . 

Thomas  P.  Pruitt,  WaTce  Forest  College  Board  of  Trustees  

Edgar  Fox,  N.  C.  Baptist  Foundation  

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Program  Committee  for  1957  Session:  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Chmn.,  1205  Main 
Avenue  Drive,  NW,  Hickory,  L.  V.  Connell,  Hendley  Ellington,  Albert  A. 
Young. 

Membership  Committe:  J.  Louis  Price,  Chmn.,  2820  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory, 
M.  L.  Hastings,  Larry  Penley,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  V.  L.  Andrews. 

Resolutions  Committee:  James  M.  Wilder,  Chmn.,  122  West  7th  Street,  Newton, 
V.  L.  Connell,  Mrs.  O.  J.  Murphy,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Boatwright,  R.  Lewis  Beal. 

Extension  Committe:  B.  R.  Holbrook,  Chmn.,  Hildebran,  Turner  Keys,  T.  P. 
Pruitt,  Carl  G.  Fox,  V.  C.  Martin. 

Finance  Committee:  Heath  B.  Marsh,  Route  5,  Box  679,  Hickory,  Perry  Aber- 
nethy,  Ed  Suggs,  C.  L.  Pickler,  Robert  T.  Boatwright. 

Place  and  Preacher  Committee:  A.  V.  Ledford,  Chmn.,  Icard,  Mrs.  Floyd  Ed- 
wards, R.  L.  Ball,  T.  W.  Van  Horn,  Berry  Lafone. 

Christian  Life  Committee:  Robert  W.  Crapps,  Chmn.,  825  8th  Street  Drive. 
SE,  Hickory,  V.  C.  Martin,  Dick  Byrd,  Donald  Greene,  Walter  R.  Sherrill. 


T.  P.  Pruitt  

Robert  T.  Boatwright 
M.  S.  Brittian   


.  Hickory 
.  Hickory 
.  Hickory 
.  Hickory 
.  Hickory 
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Nominating  Committee:  G.  S.  Eobinson,  J.  D.  Greene,  M.  L.  Hastings,  James 
Helvey,  Mrs.  Horace  Hooks. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Baptist  Homes  for  the  Aged  .  .  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  826  9th  Ave.  PI.  NE,  Hickory 


Baptist  Hospital  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Boatwright,  Conover 

Baptist  Literature   E.  Lewis  Beal,  Eoute  3,  Box  276  AA,  Hickory 

Baptist  Orphanage  James  M.  Wilder,  122  West  7th  Street,  Newton 

Christian  Education  Thomas  P.  Pruitt,  434  3rd  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

Enrolment  for  1957  Session.  .Boyd  L.  Matheson,  133  33rd  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Evangelism  E.  K.  Benfield,  534  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Publicity  Eobert  W.  Crapps,  825  8th  Street  Drive,  SE,  Hickory 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

O.  Jack  Murphy,  Supt.  of  Evangelism  3224  Main  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Donald  Greene,  Supt.  of  Training  Hollar  Bldg.,  Hickory,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook,  Supt.  of  Vacation  BiMe  Schools  Hildebran 

Julian  Suggs,  III,  Secretary  147  13th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 


DEPARTMENT  SUPERINTENDENT 

Mrs.  Conley  Fox,  Cradle  Boll  Conover 

Miss  Irene  Covington,  Nursery  c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Beginner  826  9th  Avenue  Place,  NE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Fred  Herman,  Primary  Eoute  1,  Catawba 

Mrs.  Neal  Mauser,  Junior  242  9th  Avenue  Drive,  NE,  Hickory 

George  P.  Hemphill,  Intermediate  2907  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Robert  Crapps,  Young  People  825  8th  Street  Drive,  SE,  Hickory 

W.  R.  Sherrill,  Adults  P.  O.  Box  2381,  Hickory 

V.  C.  Martin,  Extension  1830  12th  Avenue,  NE,  Hickory 

TRAINING  UNION 

James  R.  Helvey,  Director  1826  N.  College  Avenue,  Newton 

(Other  officers  not  yet  elected.) 


WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

Mrs.  L.  p.  Frans,  Superintendent  Country  Club  Road,  Hickory 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook,  Associate  Supt.,   Hildebran 

Miss  Tennie  Freeman,  Treasurer  127  14th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Howard  Fox,  Secretary  213  12th  Avenue,  NE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  O.  J.  Murphy,  Youth  Director  3224  Main  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 


COUNSELORS 

Mrs.  Charles  Brown,  Y.W.  A  524  2nd  Avenue,  SW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  G.  A  1205  Main  Avenue  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Sunleam  826  9th  Avenue  Place,  NE,  Hickory 


Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association 


7 


COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 

Mrs.  Egbert  Boatwright,  Missionary  Fundamentals  Conover 

Mrs.  James  Wilder,  Mission  Study  122  West  7th  Street,  Newton 

Mrs.  Heath  B.  Marsh,  Community  Missions  Eoute  5,  Box  679,  Hickory 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Taylor,  Stewardship  84  20th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Horace  Ehoney,  Prayer  Chairman  Eoute  4,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Bruce  H.  Huffman,  Literature  Eoute  2,  Conover 

Mrs.  James  Helvey,  B.  W.  C.  Advisor  1826  N.  College  Avenue,  Newton 

Mrs.  Lindsay  Miller,  Jr.,  Carver  School  ^  Margaret  Fund 

57  13th  St.  SE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson,  Chorister  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  E.  K.  Benfield,  Pianist  534  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

BROTHERHOOD 

Egbert  Ehoney,  President  Eoute  4,  Hickory 

Van  Teague,  Program  Vice-President  615  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

Paul  Crump,  Promotional  Vice-President  Newton 

W.  E.  Massey,  Membership  Vice-President  Newton 

James  Brittian,  Membership  Vice-President  Hickory 

,  Secretary,  Treasurer  - 

Hendley  Ellington,  Chorister  549  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

Eoyal  Ambassader  Committee:  E.  Lewis  Beal,  Et.  3  Box  276  AA,  Hickory;  Eay 

Lafone,  Eoute  2,  Hickory;   Eay  Childers,  Hildebran. 
Advisory    Council:    V.    H.    White,    904    9th    Avenue,    NE,    Hickory;  Clyde 
Phillips,  2nd  Avenue  &  25th  Street,  NW,  Hickory;  S.  C.  Duncan,  Eoute  3, 
Hickory;  Eobert  W.  Crapps,  825  8th  Street  Drive,  SE,  Hickory;  B.  E.  Hol- 
brook,  Hildebran;  James  Sigmon,  216  West  ''A"  Street,  Newton. 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

HEiTOLjEY^ELLiN^        Director  549  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

(Other  officers  not  yet  elected.) 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Church        Laymen  Address 

Brookford— E.  S.  Bolick  Brookford 

Catawba — E.  M.  Morrow  Catawba 

Claremont — Walter   A.   Watts  Conover 

Conover* — Eoss  Yount  Eoute   1,  Conover 

Corinth— J.  D.  Wilson  Eoute  3,  Vale 

Hickory,  Calvary — John  L.  Seitz  Eoute  1,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Community — Clyde  F.  Helton...-.  P.  O.  Box  170,  Hickory 

Hickory,  East  Hickory — Eussell  E.  Eisher  134  15th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  First — C.  W.  Broome  26  5th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Highland— V.  H.  White  P.  O.  Box  355,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Longview — Fred  Cochran  752  8th  Street,  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Oakland  Heights— Carl  King  714  10th  Street  Blvd.,  NW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Penelope — Clyde  T.  Eobinson  1452  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 
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Church  Laymen 

Hickory,  Temple — Dewey  Berry  

Hickory,  Viewmont — Bobby  Davis  

Hickory,  West  Hickory, — A.  E.  Gabbard 

Hildebran,  First — Perry  Abernethy  

Icard — S.  A.  Carswell  

Mountain  Grove — Tom  Stewart  

Newton,  First — D.   M.  Brunson  

Newton,  North— D.  O.  Benfield  

Oxford  Community* — E.  E.  Hedrick.  .  .  . 

Oyama — C.  Eay  Starnes  

Providence — M.  S.  Brittian  

Sandy  Eidge — Earl  Bumgarner  

Startown — Clarence  Smith  

Sweetwater — Ernest  C.  Eobinson  

Warlick 's — Leon  Lowman  

Wayside — Ed  Cook  


 924  15th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

 2225  2nd  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

 422  11th  Street,  SW,  Hickory 

 Hildebran 

 Icard 

 Eoute  1,  Hickory 

2057  N.  College  Avenue,  Newton 
 434  E.  20th  Street,  Newton 


1507  N.  Frye  Avenue,  Newton 
...Eoute  3,  Box  363,  Hickory 
.  .  .  .Eoute  2,  Connelly  Springs 
 Eoute  1,  Hickory 


Eoute  1,  Conover 
.  .Eoute  2,  Conover 
Eoute  4,  Hickory 
.Eoute  3,  Hickory 


Address 


*Indicates  the  name  last  submitted,  where  no  name  was  submitted  for  the 
incoming  year. 


1.  This  association  has  no  Baptist  school,  hospital,  encampment,  orphanage, 
state  or  south-wide  agency  or  board  located  within  its  borders. 

2.  There  is  no  W.  M.  U.,  Sunday  School,  Training  Union  or  Brotherhood 
meeting  during  the  sessions  of  our  association.  All  these  meet  at  some  other 
time.  No  minutes  of  their  meetings  were  furnished  the  clerk  for  publication 
except  the  W.  M.  U.  Information  on  their  work  can  be  found  in  their  reports 
to  this  body. 

3.  The  calendar  of  activities  of  the  association  is  incomplete  at  this  time 
but  will  be  issued  at  a  later  date. 

4.  Eeports  to  this  session  of  the  association  are  found  in  the  section  imme- 
diately following  the  Proceedings  of  Association  and  bear  the  name  of  chairman 
of  the  committee  only. 

5.  In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Association  no  mention  is  made  of  a  motion 
for  the  adoption  of  reports.  The  fact  that  they  appear  in  the  minutes  prove  their 
adoption. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICES 


LIST  OF  MESSENGERS 


Brookford  (3)  Mrs.  W.  C.  Laney,  Miss  Eula  Mae  Spencer,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Wallace 
Catawba  (4)  Mrs.  George  TroUinger,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Wike,  H.  A.  Witherspoon,  Mrs. 

Henry  Witherspoon. 
Claremont  (3)  Mrs.  Doyle  Benfield,  Mrs.  James  M.  Sigmon. 
CONOVER  (3) 

Corinth  (5)  E.  W.  Abernethy,  C.  S.  Ehoney,  C.  V.  Stallings,  Mrs.  Eay  Stallings, 
Velma  Stallings. 

Hickory  : 

Calvary  (4)  Mrs.  P.  A.  Butler,  Mrs.  John  Seitz,  Mrs.  Lee  Seitz,  Mrs.  W.  W. 

Marr. 
Community  (3) 

East  Hickory  (5)  Mrs.  E.  D.  Canipe,  Mrs.  Celia  Friar,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson. 
First  (16)  David  L.  Allen,  Mrs.  E.  Knolan  Benfield,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Crapps, 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans,  Donald  Greene,  J.  D.  Greene,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Greene,  Mrs. 

W.  H.  Ingold,  A.  F.  Jones,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Link,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Mangum,  Mrs.  T.  P. 

Pruitt,  W.  D.  Slemp,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Stevenson,  Mrs.  J.  E  Wells,  Dr.  W.  D. 

Yelton. 

Highland  (10)  W.  B.  Duncan,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Ogren.  M.  C. 
Turbyfill,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Turbyfill,  V.  H.  White,  Mrs.  V.  H.  White,  Eev.  Victor 
L.  Andrews. 

Longview  (5)  Mrs.  Eichard  Good,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Land. 

Oakland  Heights  (3)  Mrs.  Lee  E.  Brooks,  Mrs.  Anderson  Cole,  Gorden  W. 
Kanupp. 

Penelope  (11)  John  S.  Hildebran,  Mrs.  John  S.  Hildebran,  Mrs.  J.  D  Mc- 
Cray,  Mrs.  O.  Jack  Murphy,  Henry  D.  Starnes,  Mrs.  Henry  Starnes,  E.  S. 
Teague. 

Temple  (5)  Mrs.  L.  B.  Bivins,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Harwell,  Mrs.  Cecil  Mull,  E.  F. 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Sullivan. 
Viewmont  (10)  A.  T.  Fox,  C.  G.  Fox,  Mrs.  Carroll  Moser,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Taylor, 

Mrs.  P.  E.  Teague,  Mrs.  Albert  A.  Young,  Charles  Eay  Yount. 
West  Hickory  (12)  Walter  Cannon,  Miss  Helen  Cater,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Day, 

Mrs.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Mrs.  Plez  Herman,  Boyd  L.  Matheson,  Mrs. 

Boyd  L.  Matheson,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Morris,  Eev.  J.  Louis  Price,  Mrs.  A.  A. 

Eowe. 

Hildebran,  First  (7)  Howard  Abernethy,  J.  P.  Abernethy,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Abernethy, 
Jones  Abernethy,  Mrs.  Jones  Abernethy,  Eay  Childers,  Mrs.  Charlie  Johnson. 

ICARD  (5)  S.  A.  Icard,  Ben  Epps,  Mrs.  Eugene  Glass,  W.  D.  Justice,  Mrs.  A.  V. 
Ledford. 

Mountain  Grove  (5)  Mrs.  Vernon  Connell,  C.  S.  Echerd,  Mrs.  G.  F.  Huffman, 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Leatherman,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Whitener. 
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Newton  : 

First  (10)  Mrs.  D.  M.  Brunson,  Lee  E.  Furr,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Jessup,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Stevenson,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Vickers,  Miss  Emilyn  Wagner,  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Wilson. 

North  (6)  Paul  E.  Benfield,  Mrs.  Carl  Hefner,  Mrs.  James  E.  Helvey,  Jer- 
rel  Stewart,  Mrs.  Fred  Tate. 
Oxford  Community  (3)  Mrs.  S.  C.  Harrison,  Jr.,  Avery  Minton,  Mrs.  Gerald 
Pope. 

Otama  (3)  Mrs.  Sara  Bustle,  Mrs.  D.  D.  Granger,  Mrs.  Marshall  Hoyle. 
Providence  (4)  Mrs.  Gladys  Cline,  Mrs,  Lola  Huffman,  Mrs.  Eussell  Schrum. 
Sandy  Eidge  (5)  Mrs.  H.  F.  Edwards,  Mrs.  J.  W.  McMillan,  Mrs.  Guy  Martin, 
Mrs.  V.  C.  Martin. 

Startown  (3)  Forrest  Bumgardener,  Mrs.  Forrest  Bumgardner,  Earl  Keener. 
Sweetwater  (3)  Mrs.  E.  E.  Caldwell,  Edwin  L.  Davis,  Mrs.  John  Eller. 
Warlick's  (5)  E.  T.  Berry,  John  Chapman,  A.  A.  Crump,  Grady  Eeese. 
Wayside  (3)  Hugh  Bolick,  Ed  Cooke,  Eay  Kirby. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  THERON  RANKIN 
BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

Following  the  decision  of  South  Fork  Association  on  October  7,  1955  to 
organize  two  associations,  a  call  session  was  held  November  6,  1955  at  2:30  P.M. 
at  First  Church,  Maiden.  At  that  time  twenty-four  churches  secured  letters  from 
South  Fork  and  at  3:00  P.M.  this  group  moved  to  East  Maiden  Church  to  form 
the  new  association. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  the  hymn,  "Lead  On,  0  King 
Eternal."  Eoger  E.  Williams,  Jr.,  of  Highland  Church  read  Psalms  103  and  E. 
Knolan  Benfield  led  in  prayer. 

A  list  of  the  churches  forming  the  new  association  was  read  as  follows; 
Bethany,  Brookford,  Catawba,  Claremont,  Conover,  Corinth,  Calvary,  Community, 
East  Hickory,  Hickory  First,  Highland,  Longview,  Oakland  Heights,  Penelope, 
Temple,  Yiewmont,  West  Hickory,  Icard,  Mountain  Grove,  Newton  First,  North 
Newton,  Oxford  Community,  Oyama,  Providence,  Sandy  Kidge,  and  Warlick's. 
Twenty-four  of  these  churches  came  from  South  Fork  and  two,  Bethany  and 
Icard,  from  South  Mountain  Association.  Sweetwater  Church  came  under  the 
watch  care  from  South  Fork  Association. 

A  motion  was  adopted  that  the  messengers  assembled  from  the  churches  be 
organized  into  a  deliberating  body. 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  was  unanimously  elected  as  Moderator,  Eoger  E.  Williams, 
Jr.  as  Vice-Moderator  and  Miss  Helen  Cater  as  Clerk.  James  M.  Wilder  was 
elected  Treasurer. 

A  motion  to  form  an  Executive  Committee  following  the  same  pattern  as 
the  South  Fork  Executive  Committee  to  serve  during  this  year  was  passed. 

A  motion  that  the  moderator  appoint  a  committee  on  Committees  was  adopted. 
These  were  named:  E.  Knolan  Benfield,  Chmn.,  Albert  A.  Young,  B.  E.  Hol- 
brook,  James  M.  Wilder,  Alfred  J.  Abernethy. 

Following  some  discussion  as  to  a  name  for  the  association,  it  was  decided  to 
refer  the  naming  of  the  association  to  the  Executive  Committee.  (At  the  No- 
vember 29,  1955  Executive  Committee  meeting  the  name,  ' '  Theron  Eankin  Bap- 
tist Association,"  was  chosen  by  ballot.) 

It  was  voted  to  hold  the  first  Executive  Committee  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Nov. 
29th,  at  Oyama  Church  at  7:30. 

By  common  consent  it  was  decided  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Association  by 
order  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  elect  the  officers,  adopt  a  budget,  etc.  An 
offering  amounting  to  $71.25  was  taken. 

A  motion  M^as  adopted  that  the  Pastors  give  a  list  of  names  of  the  messengers 
from  their  church  attending  this  meeting  to  the  clerk. 

By  official  action  it  was  decided  that  charter  membership  be  received  through 
the  next  call  meeting  of  this  body. 

W.  W.  Marr  led  in  the  closing  prayer. 


CONSTITUllON 

Adopted  October  25,  1956 

Article  I.  NAME 
This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association. 

Article  II.  OBJECTIVE 
The  objective  of  the  association  shall  be  to  devise  and  implement  plans  for 
the  enlargement  and  accomplishment  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  the  member 
churches  through  fellowship  and  cooperation  with  each  other.  The  association  shall 
seek  to  recommend  measures  for  the  increased  harmony  and  spiritual  power  of 
member  churches.  It  shall  provide  an  organizational  framework  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  missions,  including  education  and  evangelism,  through  the 
program  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Article  III.  ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 
The  articles  of  faith  of  this  association,  which  shall  be  the  basis  of  fellow- 
ship and  cooperation,  are  those  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Memphis,  May  14,  1925. 

Article  IV.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  be  composed  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Churches  which  are  members  of  the  present  association. 

Section  2.  The  association  shall  receive  into  its  fellowship  and  program  such 
other  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  as  adhere  to  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  as 
expressed  in  the  Articles  of  Faith  of  the  association,  subscribe  to  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  of  the  association,  and  support  the  Southern  Baptist  and 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Missions  program. 

Section  3.  The  association  shall  withdraw  fellowship  from  member  churches 
upon  their  continual  refusal  to  cooperate  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  objective 
of  the  association. 

Article  V.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  meet  in  regular  session  annually  for  two  days 
in  one  or  more  of  its  member  churches  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the 
business  of  the  association  and  for  the  inspiration  of  member  churches  in  the 
support  of  the  cause  of  missions. 

Section  2.  Upon  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Moderator 
shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  association  when  necessary  with  adequate 
notice  to  all  member  churches. 

Section  3.  Meetings  of  the  association  organizations,  i.  e.,  Sunday  School, 
Baptist  Training  Union,  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  Brotherhood,  shall 
be  held  during  the  associational  year  under  the  leadership  of  the  associational 
ofi&cers.  The  purpose  of  these  meetings  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the  missionary 
enterprise  through  the  work  of  the  individual  organizations. 
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Article  VI.  OFFICERS 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  Moderator,  Vice-Moderator,  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  Historian,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.   U.   President,   Brotherhood   President,   Director   of   Music   and  three 
Trustees. 

Article  VII.  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
The  standing  committees  of  the  association  shall  be  as  follows:  Executive, 
Nominating,  Program,  Membership,  Eesolutions,  Extension,  Finance,  Time  and 
Place  and  Christian  Life. 

Article  VIII.  AMENDMENTS 
This  constitution  may  be  amended  on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  such  amendment, 
alteration  or  repeal  shall  have  been  presented  in  writing  at  the  previous  annual 
meeting. 


BY-LAWS 

Article  I.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  Application  from  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  desiring  member- 
ship in  the  association  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  membership  committee  at 
least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  annual  meeting.  This  committe  shall  report 
on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting.  Messengers  of  the  applying  churches 
may  be  seated  upon  its  acceptance  into  the  membership  of  the  association  by 
two-thirds  majority  vote. 

Section  2.  Member  churches,  at  the  close  of  the  associational  year,  shall 
send  annually  to  the  association  a  report  relative  to  the  location,  dates  of  preach- 
ing, membership,  baptisms,  revivals  and  other  information.  Forms  for  the  gather- 
ing of  this  information  will  be  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  association. 

Article  II.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  held  on  Thursday 
and  Friday  following  the  third  Sunday  in  October. 

Section  2.  The  association  year  shall  close  on  September  30. 

Section  3.  Reports  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  limited  to  300  words. 

Section  4.  Parliamentary  procedure  of  all  meetings  of  the  association  and 
its  Executive  Committee  shall  be  in  accordance  with  Kerfoot's  "Parliamentary 
Practice." 

Section  5.  Business  sessions  of  the  association  shall  be  composed  of  messen- 
gers from  the  member  churches.  Each  member  church  shall  send  three  messen- 
gers for  the  first  100  members  of  the  church  and  one  messenger  for  each  addi- 
tional 100  members  or  major  fraction  thereof. 

Article  III.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS 
Section  1.  Officers  of  the  association  shall  be  elected  by  majority  vote.  The 
Moderator  and  Vice-Moderator  shall  be  nominated  from  the  floor.  Other  officers 
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shall  be  nominated  by  the  Nominating  Committee.  Nominations  by  the  Nomina- 
ting Committee,  however,  shall  not  preclude  nominations  from  the  floor.  All 
officers  shall  assume  their  duties  at  the  close  of  the  annual  meeting.  Vacancies 
occurring  between  meetings  of  the  association  shall  be  filled  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee upon  nomination  from  the  Nominating  Committee, 

Section  2.  The  Moderator  shall  preside  over  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
association  and  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  may,  by  fraternal 
visitation,  counsel  and  advise  with  the  churches  regarding  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation during  the  year.  He  shall  not  be  eligible  to  succeed  himself  after  the 
third  successive  term.  He  is  ex-officio  member  of  all  committees. 

Section  3.  The  Vice-Moderator  shall  assist  the  Moderator  in  ways  designated 
by  the  Moderator. 

Section  4.  The  Clerk  shall  keep  all  records  of  the  association,  distribute 
report  blanks  to  the  clerks  of  member  churches,  make  accurate  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  body  in  session,  and  prepare  and  issue  the  minutes  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  He  shall  also  serve  as  Clerk 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Section  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive,  deposit  and  disburse  all  funds  of  the 
association  as  designated  by  the  association  or  its  Executive  Committee.  He 
shall  report  quarterly  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  present  an  audited  re- 
port at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  The  Treasurer  shall  calculate  the 
quota  of  each  church  in  the  support  of  the  budget  according  to  the  financial 
plan  of  the  association  and  notify  member  churches  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
quota. 

Section  6.  The  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.  U.  President  and  Brotherhood  President  shall  promote  the  work  of  their 
respective  organizations,  lead  educational  and  inspirational  meetings  for  their 
organizations,  and  encourage  the  organization  of  new  units  in  the  member 
churches  of  the  association. 

Section  7.  The  Director  of  Music  shall  assist  in  developing  better  music 
in  member  churches.  He  shall  be  responsible  for  the  music  at  all  meetings  of  the 
association  and  its  Executive  Committee;  leading  the  music,  providing  ac- 
companiment and  arranging  for  special  music. 

Section  8.  The  Trustees  shall  be  the  legal  representatives  of  the  association 
in  all  matters  relating  to  law,  sign  all  legal  documents  as  directed  by  the  as- 
sociation and/or  the  Executive  Committee.  They  shall  have  the  power,  under 
instructions  of  the  association  and /or  the  Executive  Committee,  to  hold,  buy, 
sell  and  convey  property,  both  real  and  personal  and  to  sign  all  papers  necessary 
for  the  purchase  of  conveyance.  The  Trustees  shall  administrate  the  Scholarship 
fund. 

Section  9.  The  Historian  shall  record  as  a  part  of  the  permanent  record 
of  the  association  those  facts  and  events  that  are  of  historical  value  to  the 
association. 

Article  IV.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Section  1.  All  standing  committees  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  elected  annually  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
messengers  present  at  the  annual  meeting.  All  standing  committees,  with  the  ex- 


Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association 


15 


ception  of  the  Executive  and  Nominating  Committees,  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Nominating  Committee.  The  Nominating  Committee,  shall  be  nominated 
from  the  floor. 

Section  2.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  officers  of  the  Assoc- 
iation, and  the  pastor  and  one  layman  from  each  church  of  the  association. 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  quarterly  on  Friday 
following  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  second  month  of  each  quarter.  The  duty  of 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  association  between 
its  annual  meetings.  It  shall  supervise  the  work  of  the  standing  committees 
of  the  association  and  be  empowered  to  appoint  such  other  temporary  committees 
as  are  necessary  for  the  effective  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  association. 

Section  3.  The  Nominating  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
nominate  the  officers  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of  the  Executive  and 
Nominating  Committees. 

Section  4.  The  Program  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members,  including  the 
host  pastor  or  pastors  and  associational  Director  of  Music.  This  committee  shall 
prepare  and  distribute  to  member  churches  a  copy  of  the  suggested  program 
for  the  annual  meeting  at  least  30  days  before  the  meeting. 

Section  5.  The  Membership  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
receive  and  consider  all  petitionary  letters  regarding  churches  seeking  member- 
ship in  the  association.  It  shall  investigate  and  make  recommendations  concerning 
any  complaints  relative  to  the  fellowship  and  cooperation  of  member  churches. 

Section  6.  The  Eesolutions  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
draft  all  resolutions  directed  to  it  and  others  as  it  deems  wise. 

Section  7.  The  Extension  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  The  work 
of  this  committee  shall  be  to  discover  places  for  mission  churches. 

Section  8.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  consist  of  four  members  and  the 
Treasurer  as  ex-officio  chairman.  This  committee  shall  prepare  a  proposed  budget 
for  the  association.  It  shall  also  recommend  a  financial  plan  for  subscribing 
the  budget. 

Section  9.  The  Place  and  Preacher  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members. 
It  shall  receive  invitations  and  recommend  places  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association.  It  also  shall  recommend  a  preacher  and  an  alternate  for  the  annual 
sermon. 

Section  10.  The  Christian  Life  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It 
shall  keep  abreast  of  the  moral  level  of  the  life  of  the  community.  It  shall  lead 
the  association  in  Christian  conduct,  cooperating  with  other  groups,  such  as, 
The  Christian  Life  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  The  Allied 
Church  League,  the  Citizens'  Committee  for  Good  Government,  working  for  the 
moral  improvement  of  the  Christian  life  of  the  community. 

Article  V.  AMENDMENTS 
The  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  business  session  of  the 
association  by  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  a  min- 
imum of  30  days  notice  has  been  given  to  each  of  the  member  churches. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  SESSION 

THERON  RANKIN  BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION 

October  25,  1956 

Hickory,  First  Church 

1.  The  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association  convened  for  its  First  Annual 
session  with  Hickory,  First  Church.  The  session  was  opened  by  singing  several 
hymns  with  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans  directing  the  music  and  Mrs.  Perry  Starnes  at  the 
piano.  E.  Knolan  Benfield,  the  host  pastor,  extended  a  welcome.  He  also  read 
from  Luke  24  and  led  in  prayer. 

2.  The  Moderator  announced  the  first  annual  meeting  was  in  session  and 
ready  to  transact  business.  E.  Lewis  Beal,  chairman  of  enrolment,  reported  105 
messengers  and  visitors  had  already  registered.  On  motion  it  was  voted  that 
those  already  registered  and  those  to  register  later  constitute  the  First  Annual 
Session. 

3.  E.  Knolan  Benfield  presented  the  program  for  the  sessions  and  made 
the  motion  to  adopt  the  printed  program  as  our  order  of  business  with  the 
right  to  change  as  necessary.  The  program  was  adopted. 

PROGRAM 
Hickory,  First 
Thursday  Morning 

10:00  -  Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  E.  Knolan  Benfield 

10:15  -  Organization,  Business 

Eeports:    Enrolment,   Program,  Constitution,  Petftionary 


Letters  Committees 
10:55  -  Hymn 

11:00  -  Woman's  Missionary  Union  Eeport  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans 

Message  Mrs.  Terry  Smart 

11:25  -  Minister's  Eetirement  Plan  J.  Louis  Price 

11:35  -  Home  For  the  Aging  Berry  Lafone 

11:55  -  Hymn 

12:00  -  Annual  Sermon  V.  C.  Martin 

Alternate  A.  V.  Ledford 

12:35  -  Lunch 

Thursday  Afternoon 

1:45  -  Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  Vernon  L.  Connell 
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2:00  -  Sunday  School  Eeport  T.  W.  Nelson 

Message  John  C.  Fletcher,  Jr. 

2:25  -  Business: 

Executive  Comm.,  Treasurer,  Comm.; 
Digest  of  Church  Letters 

2:50  -  American  Bible  Society  C.  L.  Pickler 

3:00  -  Hymn 

3:05  -  Christian  Education  Eeport  G.  Troy  Greenway 

Message  Hoyt  Blackwell 

3:35  -  Adjourn 

Thursday  Evening 

7:15  -  Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  Charles  E.  Yount 

7:30  -  Special  Music  Hickory,  First 

7:35  -  Brotherhood  Eeport  V.  H.  White 

Message  Ernest  Kluttz,  Jr. 

8:00  -  Evangelism  Albert  A.  Young 

8:15  -  Hymn 

8:20  -  Foreign  Mission  Eeport  James  M.  Wilder 

8:30  -  Special  Music  Hickory,  First 

8:35  -  Missionary  Address  Hubert  K.  Middleton,  Chile 

9:05  -  Adjourn 

Hildebran,  First 
Friday  Morning 

9:45  -  Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  B.  E.  Holbrook 

10:00  -  Baptist  Literature  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan 

Message  L.  L.  Carpenter 

10:15  -  Training  Union  James  Helvey 

Message  Aubrey  Hearn 

10:40  -  Hymn 

10:45  -  Baptist  Hospital  Mrs.  J.  E.  Wells 

Message  W.  K.  McGee 

11:05  -  Special   Music  Hildebran 

11:10  -  The  Christian  Citizen  James  Helvey 

11:30  -  Business 
11:40  -  Hymn 

11:45  -  Orphanage  report  Eay  Childers 

Message  Eoger  Williams 

12:20  -  Lunch 
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Friday  Afternoon 


1:30 


Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  

Reports,  Auditor,  Trustees,  Eesolutions  Comm., 
Nominating  Committee 

Historian  

Home  Missions  Report  

Hymn 

Memorial  Service  


.Larry  Penley 


1:40 


2:00 


E.   F.  Sullivan 


2:10 


James  Sigmon 


2:20 


2:25 


.0.  Jack  Murphy 


2:35 


Election  of  Officers,  Business 

State  Missions  Report  

Message  


2:45 


R.  L.  Ball 


M.   A.  Huggins 


3:15  -  Adjourn 

4.  During  the  business  session  Robert  W.  Crapps,  chairman  of  the  Con- 
stitution Committee,  presented  the  proposed  constitution  and,  after  a  few 
changes,  it  was  adopted  as  it  appears  in  this  issue  of  the  minutes. 

5.  A  motion  that  our  association  be  called  the  Catawba  Valley  Association 
was  overwhelmingly  defeated. 

6.  T.  W.  Nelson  brought  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Petitionary  Letters 
recommending  that  Sweetwater,  Startown  and  Wayside  Churches  be  received 
into  the  association.  A  welcome  was  extended  to  those  present  from  these  churches, 
the  moderator  extending  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  each. 

7.  Recognition  was  given  to  the  visitors  present.  The  five  new  pastors  in  our 
association  were  recognized.  They  are  T.  W.  Nelson,  Robert  W.  Crapps,  L.  V. 
Connell,  Gordon  Taylor  and  J.  D.  Barber. 

A  roll  call  of  the  churches  revealed  that  all  churches  were  represented  except 
Claremont  and  Conover.  Claremont  was  represented  the  second  day. 

8.  Following  the  singing  of  the  hymn,  "O  Zion  Haste,"  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans, 
W.  M.  U.  Superintendent,  gave  her  report  and  presented  Mrs,  Terry  Smart, 
Hickory  Divisional  Chairman,  who  challenged  all  churches  not  having  a  W.  M.  S. 
to  organize  a  Society. 

9.  J.  Louis  Price  gave  the  report  on  the  Minister's  Retirement  Plan. 

10.  Following  presentation  of  the  report  on  the  Home  for  the  Aging  by  Berry 
Lafone,  James  Hayes,  Superintendent  of  our  Homes  for  the  Aging,  spoke.  He 
gave  an  appeal  for  support  for  the  Homes  from  our  churches. 

11.  A  Calender  of  Activities  for  the  association  and  a  Digest  of  Letters 
was  distributed.  Announcement  was  made  of  the  Associational  Christian  Service 
and  Mission  Study  to  be  held  at  Hickory,  First  Church  on  November  26,  27. 

12.  Following  singing  of  the  hymn,  "I've  Found  a  Friend,"  A.  V.  Ledford 
read  from  Isaiah  9  and  led  in  prayer.  The  annual  sermon  was  brought  by  V.  C. 
Martin  using  as  his  topic,  "What  Think  Ye  of  Christ?" 

13.  A  bountiful  lunch  was  served  by  the  host  church  during  the  noon  hour. 
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Thursday  Afternoon 

14.  The  Afternoon  session  was  opened  with  singing  of  hymns  and  V.  L. 
Connell  read  the  scripture  from  Col.  1  and  led  in  prayer. 

15.  T.  W.  Nelson  presented  the  Sunday  School  report. 

16.  The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  deferred  until  Friday. 
The  Treasurer's  report  was  presented  by  James  M.  Wilder  in  mimeograph  form. 

E.  Knolan  Benfield  gave  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee.  This  report  was 
adopted. 

17.  A  motion  to  delete  Section  10  of  Article  IV  in  the  Constitution  as  read 
during  the  morning  session  was  adopted.  (This  was  a  recommendation  by  the 
Executive  Committee.) 

18.  C.  L.  Pickler  gave  the  report  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 
The  congregation  sang,  "We're  Marching  to  Zion." 

19.  A  tribute  was  given  to  the  late  L.  L.  Hatfield  who  served  for  seven- 
teen years  as  Moderator  of  South  Fork  Association.  He  has  passed  away  since 
the  last  session. 

20.  G,  Troy  Greenway  presented  the  report  on  Christian  Education.  Dr. 
Hoyt  Blackwell,  President  of  Mars  Hill  College,  brought  the  message  on  Chris- 
tian Education.  He  placed  emphasis  on  Christian  integrity  and  the  important 
part  of  our  Christian  colleges  in  guiding  our  young  people. 

Thursday  Evening 

21.  With  Eobin  Gatwood  leading  and  John  Nininger  at  the  organ,  several 
hymns  were  sung.  M.  L.  Hastings  read  from  John  1  and  led  in  prayer. 

Eegistration  through  the  afternoon  session  was  250. 

The  Senior  Choir  of  Hickory,  First  Church  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Gatwood  sang  "My  God  and  I." 

22.  V.  H.  White  brought  the  Brotherhood  report  and  presented  Ernest 
Kluttz,  Jr.,  State  Brotherhood  President,  who  spoke  on  our  Brotherhood  work. 
He  emphasized  that  laymen  must  help  win  the  lost  about  us. 

23.  Albert  A.  Young  brought  a  very  challenging  message  on  Evangelism 
using  as  a  text,  II  Timothy  4:  1-2. 

24.  The  hymn,  "We've  a  Story  To  Tell  To  the  Nations,"  was  sung.  James 
M.  Wilder  gave  the  Foreign  Missions  report.  The  choir  sang  beautifully,  "Send 
Out  Thy  Light."  The  closing  message  was  brought  by  H.  K.  Middleton,  mis- 
sionary to  Chile,  South  America.  He  gave  emphasis  to  the  great  world  need  and 
challenged  us  to  see  that  need  and  to  do  something  about  it. 

J.  Louis  Price  led  the  closing  prayer. 

October  25,  1956 
Friday  Morning 
Hildebran,  First 

25.  With  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans  leading  the  music  and  Mrs.  Willard  Wycoff  at 
the  organ,  several  hymns  were  sung  as  the  second  day  of  the  First  Annual  Session 
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was  opened.  B.  R.  Holbrook,  host  pastor,  extended  a  welcome  and  read  from 
Col.  1,  leading  in  prayer.  Total  registration  for  Thursday  was  announced  as  334. 

26.  James  Helvey  gave  the  Training  Union  report  and  presented  C.  Aubrey 
Hearn,  from  the  Training  Union  department  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
who  spoke  to  this  report. 

27.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Wells  brought  the  report  of  the  Baptist  Hospital.  Dr.  W.  K. 
McGee  from  our  Baptist  Hospital  at  Winston-Salem  brought  the  message.  He 
gave  an  interesting  discussion  on  some  of  the  work  that  our  hospital  is  doing. 

28.  Following  the  singing  of  the  hymn,  "On  Jordan's  Stormy  Banks,"  James 
Helvey  spoke  very  convincingly  on  the  Christian  Citizen. 

29.  The  Baptist  Literature  report  was  given  by  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan.  L.  L. 
Carpenter,  editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  brought  a  message. 

30.  The  hymn,  "Saviour,  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead  Us,"  was  sung.  Registration 
for  the  day  was  announced  as  166. 

31.  A  motion  was  made  that  our  minutes  be  dedicated  to  M.  Theron  Rankin 
and  that  R.  Knolan  Benfield  write  the  dedication.  This  motion  was  adopted. 

32.  The  Youth  Choir  of  Hildebran,  First,  under  the  direction  of  Eddie 
Holbrook,  sang  the  anthem,  "Saviour,  Thy  Dying  Love." 

33.  Ray  Childers  presented  the  report  on  our  Baptist  Orphanages.  Two 
children  under  foster  home  care  of  our  Orphanage  were  presented.  Roger  E. 
Williams  brought  a  message. 

34.  O.  Jack  Murphy  led  the  prayer.  A  bountiful  lunch  was  served  by  the 
host  church. 

Friday  Afternoon 

35.  Larry  Penley  read  from  James  1  and  led  in  prayer  following  the  singing 
of  hymns. 

36.  With  Albert  A.  Young  presiding,  the  following  reports  were  called  for: 
Auditor  and  Trustees,  but  these  Avere  not  present,  nor  had  they  sent  a  report. 

R.  Knolan  Benfield  brought  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 
and  those  presented  were  elected. 

James  Helvey  gave  the  Resolutions  Committee  report. 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  gave  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

37.  With  the  Moderator  again  presiding,  E.  F.  Sullivan  gave  the  Historical 
report. 

38.  It  was  voted  to  include  the  minutes  of  the  First  Annual  Session  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  our  association  in  the  printed  minutes. 

39.  After  the  singing  of  the  hymn,  "I  Need  Thee  Every  Hour,"  O.  Jack 
Murphy  led  the  Memorial  service.  He  read  a  list  of  deceased.  Mrs.  Frans  sang 
a  solo  and  J.  Louis  Price  led  in  prayer. 

40.  With  E.  F.  Sullivan  presiding,  Fritz  D„  Hemphill  was  elected  Moderator 
by  acclamation.  Albert  A.  Young  was  unanimously  elected  as  Vice-Moderator. 

41.  With  Mr.  Hemphill  presiding,  it  was  voted  that  following  nominations 
from  the  floor  the  five  highest  be  elected  as  the  nominating  committee. 
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In  accordance  with  the  new  constitution,  these  were  nominated  for  the 
Nominating  Committee:  G.  S.  Eobinson,  J.  D.  Greene,  M.  L.  Hastings,  James 
Helvey,  Mrs.  Horace  Hooks.  These  were  elected. 

42.  Since  the  Time,  Place  and  Preacher  Committee  did  not  have  a  report 
ready  they  were  instructed  to  get  this  information  to  the  Clerk  as  soon  as  possible 
to  be  included  in  the  minutes. 

43.  E.  L.  Ball  gave  the  State  Missions  report.  Dr.  M.  A.  Huggins  brought 
a  message  giving  stress  to  the  value  of  the  Cooperative  Program  in  aiding  to 
carry  out  the  Great  Commission. 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  led  in  the  closing  prayer.  This  First  Annual  Session 
proving  to  be  very  inspirational  to  all  attending. 


REPORTS 


REPORT  OF  CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  COMMITTEE 

Egbert  W.  Crapps 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  committee  submits  as  its  report  the  proposed 
constitution  and  by-laws  previously  prepared  for  and  approved  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Association  and  a  copy  of  which  is  attached  hereto. 

It  recommends  that:  This  Constitution  and  By-Laws  shall  be  considered 
adopted  and  in  immediate  effect  when  two-thirds  of  the  messengers  present 
at  the  annual  meeting  this  date,  October  25,  1956,  shall  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

Mrs.  L.  p.  Frans 

On  January  29th,  1956,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  the  Theron  Rankin 
Baptist  Association  was  organized  with  twenty-three  churches  enrolled  and  a 
membership  of  approximately  1,400. 

Our  watchword,  "All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and  turn  unto 
the  Lord,"  Psalm  22:  27,  has  been  our  guide  for  the  year.  It  has  been  gratifying 
to  see  that  increasingly  the  women  and  young  people  of  our  association  are 
realizing  the  deep  need  of  enlisting  other  women  and  young  people  in  a  defi- 
nite missionary  program. 

Our  work  is  going  forward  and  many  of  the  reports  have  been  most  re- 
vealing and  inspiring. 

Temple  church  entertained  our  first  associational  W.  M.  U.  meeting.  The 
attendance  was  good  and  the  program  inspiring.  Mrs.  John  Lake  of  China 
was  our  guest  speaker. 

"Eoyal  Service"  is  celebrating  its  fiftieth  anniversary  this  year  and  we  are 
happy  to  announce  that  we  have  two  organizations  with  every  member  subscribing 
to  this  fine  periodical,  Claremont  and  Startown,  our  ncAvest  church. 

Our  Association  was  well  represented  at  the  Leadership  Conference  at  Fruit- 
land.  Our  associational  conference  was  held  in  Newton  on  October  12th  with 
150  attending.  Our  leaders  tried  to  glean  information  and  inspiration  to  bring 
back  to  those  who  could  not  attend.  A  good  number  of  our  women  attended 
the  Eegional  meeting  in  Forest  City  on  October  4th. 

A  scholarship  to  Shaw  University  is  being  continued  to  a  local  girl  by  our 
Woman's  Missionary  Union. 

We  feel  honored  to  have  two  of  our  members,  Mrs.  E.  K.  Benfield  elected 
to  State  Stewardship  Chairman  and  Mrs.  James  M.  Wilder  as  State  Anniversary 
Chairman  of  Young  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

With  churches  to  be  reached  and  women,  boys  and  girls  to  be  enlisted, 
"We  press  on  toward  the  goal  for  the  prize  of  the  upward  call  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus." 
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REPORT  ON  THE  MINISTER'S  RETIREMENT  PLAN 

J.  Louis  Price 

The  38th  year  of  service  for  the  Eelief  and  Annuity  Board  closed  in  July 
of  this  year.  It  was  organized  in  1918  with  a  grant  of  $100,000  from  the  Sunday 
School  Board. 

As  of  July  of  this  year  787  from  North  Carolina  are  participating  in  the 
Minister's  Eetirement  Plan.  Of  these,  232  are  carrying  the  widows  supplemental 
Annuity  Plan. 

Beginning  with  1956  a  new  plan,  the  Southern  Baptist  Protection  Plan  is 
offered.  It  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  younger  pastors  who  are  in  the  old 
plan  to  transfer  to  the  new  plan.  This  plan  includes  the  widow's  supplement 
and  also  provides  better  support  in  retirement  than  the  old  plan. 

With  the  cooperation  of  the  churches  and  the  State  Convention  all  pastors 
and  layworkers  have  the  opportunity  to  provide  for  their  families  in  case  of 
death  or  at  retirement.  Dues  are  payable  by  the  member  at  the  rate  5%  of 
his  salary  up  to  $4,000.  This  is  matched  by  5%  from  the  Church  and  5%  by  the 
State  Convention. 

Under  the  former  Retirement  Plan  80  now  receive  age  annuities,  4  receive 
disability  benefits  and  36  widows  receive  benefits.  These  receive  amounts  that 
vary  from  small  amounts  up  to  $125.00  monthly. 

Another  phase  of  the  work  of  the  Board  is  "Direct  Relief"  in  grants  to 
retired  ministers  or  their  widows  who  have  had  no  opportunity  to  participate 
in  any  annuity  program.  These  grants  are  very  small  and  come  from  the  Relief 
and  Annuity  Cooperative  Program  receipts. 

The  United  States  Government  now  includes  ministers  in  its  Social  Security 
program.  We  would  especially  urge  the  older  ministers  to  secure  Social  Security. 
For  further  information,  one  may  consult  the  Social  Security  office  in  Hickory. 

For  further  information  about  the  Minister's  Retirement  Plan,  write  Rev. 
Ottis  Hagler  at  119  Hillsboro  Street,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

HOME  FOR  AGING 

Berry  Lafone 

The  North  Carolina  Baptist  Homes  for  the  Aging  began  their  sixth  year 
of  operation  on  March  16,  1956.  There  has  been  a  great  need  in  North  Carolina 
for  these  Homes,  Resthaven  and  Albemarle. 

Construction  of  the  Administration  and  Dormitory  buildings  began  in  Febuary. 
These  should  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  ready  for  occupancy 
by  February  1,  1957.  North  Carolina  Baptists  have  good  reason  to  be  proud  of 
this  new  building,  which,  when  completed  and  equipped,  will  add  one-half  mil- 
lion dollars  to  the  total  value  of  the  Homes.  What  is  more  encouraging,  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  total  cost  of  the  new  buildings  will  be  paid  for 
by  the  time  it  is  occupied  if  our  3,200  Baptist  churches  will  respond  with  a 
generous  Special  Day  offering  on  the  third  Sunday  of  February,  1957. 

The  added  facilities  of  the  new  buildings  will  make  it  possible  to  care  for 
100  residents — 20  at  Resthaven,  36  at  Albemarle  Home  and  44  in  the  new  build- 
ing. Of  this  number  less  than  10  will  be  part-time  helpers.  Moreover,  a  great 
ministry  to  our  aging  residents  will  be  possible  because  of  the  extra  facilities 
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in  the  new  building.  Among  these  will  be  ample  space  for  craft-shops,  sun  parlors, 
library,  infirmary  and  other  additional  features.  The  new  building  was  well 
planned  and  will  have  up-to-date  facilities. 

These  two  Homes  stay  filled  all  the  time.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  there  is  al- 
ways someone  to  take  the  place  as  there  is  a  waiting  list. 

Special  offerings  and  all  gifts  to  date  are  $88,400.03.  The  churches  re- 
sponding this  year  have  increased  and  that  is  encouraging.  There  has  been 
a  large  number  of  memorial  gifts  that  range  from  $300.00  to  $3,000.00.  Also 
there  was  one  special  gift  this  year  of  $1,378.00  to  excavate  a  lake  on  the  grounds. 

Your  Homes  are  doing  all  they  can  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  the  residents 
in  all  possible  ways. 

North  Carolina  Baptists  should  keep  in  mind  that  their  special  offering 
and  the  share  of  the  Nine  Year  Program  received  by  the  Homes  help  to  make 
this  ministry  possible  to  all  who  come  to  the  Homes. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  REPORT 

T.  W.  Nelson 

The  Bible  teaches,  "The  entrance  of  Thy  Word  giveth  light,"  and  that  "The 
Scriptures  which  are  able  to  make  thee  wise  unto  salvation  .  .  .;"  — hence,  the 
importance  of  the  Bible  teaching  ministry  of  the  Sunday  School. 

The  Sunday  Schools  have  proven  themselves  to  be  a  great  teaching,  evangelis- 
tic, enlistment  and  financial  agency  of  the  churches.  We  rejoice  in  the  growth 
and  service  of  the  Sunday  Schools  in  our  association.  This  year  our  Association 
reports  30  Sunday  Schools;  11,162  Sunday  School  enrolment;  2  Standard  Sunday 
Schools;  631  baptisms;  22  Vacation  Bible  Schools  and  an  active  Associational 
Sunday  School  organization.  We  have  had  issued  to  our  association  1,326  Train- 
ing awards. 

The  State  Sunday  School  department  reports  a  total  of  3,215  Sunday  Schools. 
The  Sunday  School  enrolment  at  the  close  of  1955  w^as  724,463.  The  Sunday 
School  department  reported  2,700  Vacation  Bible  Schools  in  1955  and  32,500 
training  awards  were  earned  last  year. 

Our  State  goals  for  the  new  year  are  as  follows:  Enrolment  gain,  40,000; 
Standard  Sunday  Schools,  66;  New  schools,  75;  Churches  reporting  training, 
1,300;  No.  Training  Awards,  40,000;  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  2,900;  Moving 
up  from  Class  to  Dept.  School,  125;  Standard  Associations,  10. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

James  M.  Wilder 
EECEIPTS  FROM  CHURCHES 
January  1,  1956-October  10,  1956 


Church  Amount 

Organizational  Meeting   $  71.25 

Brookford    56.90 

Catawba    73.98 

Claremont    22.68 

Conover   

Corinth    67.50 

Hickory : 

Calvary   

Community    48.12 

East    93.60 

First    765.45 

Highland    301.77 

Longview   89.78 

Oakland  Heights    29.88 

Penelope    172.17 

Temple    109.90 

Viewmont    225.00 

West    270.00 

Hildebran,   First    153.90 

Icard    66.99 

Mountain   Grove    80.10 

Newton,  First    283.23 

Newton,  North    102.92 

Oxford  

Oyama    30.96 

Providence   51.00 

Sandy  Ridge    94.50 

Startown    8.50 

Sweetwater    39.00 

Warlick's    62.16 

Wayside    45.00 

Total  from  churches   .$3,416.24 

Maiden,  First  (Baptist  Hour)    25.92 

Stony  Point,  (Baptist  Hour)    36.00 

Total  Receipts  $3,478.16 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Clerk   $  200.00 

Treasurer    50.00 
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Scholarship    175.00 

Sunday  School    8.42 

Training  Union    18.39 

Woman's  Missionary  Union    150.00 

Brotherhood    7.50 

Printing  and  Postage    22.50 

The  Baptist  Hour    720.00 

Direct  Missions    (New  Churches)    700.00 

South  Fork  Association    500.00 

For  Churches  Entertaining  Association    250.00 

First  Day   $150.00 

Second  Day    100.00 

Miscellaneous    26.94 

Total  Disbursements  $2,828.75 

Balance  October  10,  1956   .$  659.41 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 
BUDGET  1956-57 

Minutes   $  500.00 

Clerk    200.00 

Treasurer    50.00 

Scholarship   _   350.00 

Sunday  School    150.00 

Training  Union    150.00 

Woman's  Missionary  Union    150.00 

Brotherhood    150.00 

Printing    and   Postage    300.00 

The  Baptist  Hour    936.00 

Direct  Missions  (New  Chuches — Lots)   1,500.00 

B.S.U.  at  Lenior-Ehyne  College    100.00 

For  Churches  Entertaining  Association    250.00 

First  Day   $150.00 

Second   Day    100.00 

Miscellaneous   200.00 

Total   .$4,986.00 


SUGGESTED  QUOTAS 

(This  is  a  5%  increase  over  the  Suggested  Quotas  for  1956) 

Church         Suggested  Quota  Monthly     Church         Suggested  Quota  Monthly 

Bethany   $  215.46    $  17.96     Claremont                        31.75  2.65 

Brookford                        79.30         6.61     Conover                         115.95  9.66 

Catawba                        103.51        8.63     Corinth                           94.95  7.91 
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Church         Suggested  Quota  Monthly 

Hickory,  Calvary    95.37  7.95 

Hickory, 


Church 


Suggested  Quota  Monthly 


0.  Heights                   41.86  3.49 

Hickory,  Penelope  ....    384.15  32.01 

Hickory,  Temple             153.84  12.82 

Hickory,  Viewmont  ..$  434.35  $  36.21 

Hickory,  West  H          454.98  37.92 


Community    50.52  4.21 

Hickory,  East    147.46  12.29 

Hickory,  First    1,071.55  89.30 

Hickory,  Highland        422.40  35.20 

Hickory,  Longview  94.28  7.86 
Hickory, 


Icard   

Mountain  Grove 
Newton,  First  ... 
Newton,  North  . 

Oxford   

Oyama   

Providence   

Sandy  Ridge  ... 

Startown   

Sweetwater   

Warlick's   

Wayside   


120.60  10.05 

112.07  9.34 

396.54  33.05 

144.12  12.01 

23.15  1.93 

43.36  3.62 

76.60  6.39 

132.00  11.00 

26.50  2.21 

60.00  5.00 

111.87  9.33 

60.00  5.00 


Total  of  Suggested  Quotas. 
Total  of  Suggested  Budget... 


.$5,298.69 
.  4,986.00 


REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY 


Clarence  L.  Picklee 


In  our  modern  world  to-day  there  is  much  reading  material  of  all  kinds 
being  published  and  people  are  reading  as  never  before,  seeking  comfort  and 
peace. 

While  people  are  seeking  comfort  and  peace,  the  American  Bible  Society 
is  doing  what  it  can  to  meet  this  need  in  human  hearts  all  over  the  world.  Know- 
ing well  that  God's  Holy  Word,  the  Bible,  is  the  only  answer  for  all  people  of 
every  nation. 

The  world  wide  need  for  Bibles  for  mission  work  is  twice  as  big  as  the 
available  supply.  The  Bible  Societies  of  the  world  now  distribute  a  total  of 
25  million  volumes  per  year  but  50  million  are  needed.  We  are  being  asked  to 
give  to  this  worthy  cause  this  year  at  least  the  cost  of  our  own  personal  Bible. 

Knowing  well  that  the  Bible  is  the  missionary's  chief  tool,  he  must  have  a 
supply  to  give  his  hearers  who  have  nothing  with  which  to  purchase  his  own. 
Therefore,  we  as  missionary  Baptist  churches  should  give  a  liberal  suport  to 
the  American  Bible  Society  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  Bibles  with  the 
Gospel  of  the  saving  grace  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  to  all  nations 
and  peoples  of  the  earth  in  their  native  tongue. 

The  Bible  is  God's  message  for  every  soul.  May  the  Lord  help  us  to  help 
others  to  have  this  message  as  their  very  own  to  read  and  study  from  day  to  day. 


The  North  Carolina  Baptist  program  of  Christian  Education  includes  the 
teaching  ministry  of  the  Christian  home,  the  local  church  with  its  varied  pro- 
grams and  the  Baptist  schools  and  colleges  supported  by  the  convention  within 
our  state.  We  believe  it  the  duty  of  every  Baptist  to  support  all  movements 
to  promote  better  Christian  understanding  and  living. 


REPORT  ON  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


George  T.  Green  way 
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This  report  deals  primarily  with  the  activities  of  our  colleges.  However,  this 
fact  should  not  be  construed  as  an  effort  to  minimize  the  importance  of  Chris- 
tian education  in  the  homes  and  churches.  We  should  be  conscious  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  in  the  homes  and  churches  that  the  foundation  for  a  fuller  spiritual 
enlightenment  is  inspired. 

In  the  field  of  higher  education  we  have  in  North  Carolina  seven  Baptist 
colleges,  namely:  Wake  Forest,  Meredith,  Gardner-Webb,  Campbell,  Wingate 
and  Chowan.  Last  year  there  were  a  total  of  5,921  students  enrolled  in  these 
institutions.  This  year  the  enrolment  will  be  larger.  Each  of  the  seven  colleges 
now  in  operation  is  engaged  in  expanding  its  plant  facilities  in  both  housing 
and  class  rooms  to  meet  the  ever  growing  needs.  North  Carolina  is  second  only 
to  Texas  in  the  number  of  students  enrolled  in  her  Baptist  colleges. 

Last  year  we  had  750  students  enrolled  as  ministerial  and  mission  volunteers  in 
our  Baptist  colleges  in  North  Carolina.  Four  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  were  train- 
ing for  the  ministry.  Hundreds  of  other  students  are  training  to  become  ministers 
of  music,  directors   of  Eeligious   education   and   church  secretaries. 

The  progress  made  by  our  schools  has  been  due  to  the  inspirational  leadership 
of  those  wlio  direct  their  functions,  the  loyal  support  of  North  Carolina  Baptists 
and  our  friends  who  have  recognized  the  worth  of  our  endeavors  and  have  given 
their  financial  support. 

The  program  of  Christian  Education  is  our  program.  We  cannot  afford 
to  stand  still.  Progress  must  be  our  aim. 

REPORT  OF  BROTHERHOOD 

V.  H.  White 

The  men  of  the  Theron  Rankin  Association  have  been  active  in  the  Brother- 
hood organizations  of  the  churches  during  the  past  year.  We  have  at  least  seven 
new  Brotherhoods  that  have  been  organized  during  the  past  year,  which  brings 
the  total  number  of  Brotherhoods  up  to  twenty  or  more. 

The  Brotherhoods  of  the  churches  are  assuming  the  responsibility  of  sponsor- 
ing the  Royal  Ambassador  chapters  in  the  churches  and  in  most  cases  are 
doing  a  good  job  of  it.  On  several  occasions  the  churches  have  sponsored  a 
"father-son"  banquet,  all  of  which  proved  profitable  for  both  men  and  boys. 
I  attended  two  such  meetings. 

In  many  instances  the  Brotherhoods  are  conducting  cottage  prayer  meetings 
in  preparation  for  revivals;  and  in  a  few  instances  the  Brotherhoods  are  con- 
ducting laymen  revivals. 

There  have  been  four  Associational  Brotherhood  meetings  held  during  the 
past  year  with  a  good  number  of  our  men  attending  and  several  of  the  churches 
represented.  The  laymen  have  had  active  parts  on  the  programs  of  the  associa- 
tional meetings. 

It  is  encouraging  to  see  so  many  men  of  our  Association  so  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord  through  the  Brotherhoods. 

REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

James  M.  Wilder 

Elmer  S.  West,  Jr.,  Secretary  for  Foreign  Missionary  Personnel  said:  "What 
happens  to  missions  around  the  world  depends  directly  upon  what  happens  to 
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missions  in  the  local  church."  Our  Foreign  Mission  program  goes  forward  in 
Thailand,  Burma,  Spain  and  other  parts  of  the  world  in  the  same  proportion 
that  mission  emphasis  is  placed  in  the  local  churches. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  that  they  will  be  able  to 
make  125  new  missionary  appointments  each  year,  so  that  by  1954  there  will  be 
a  total  of  1,750  active  missionaries  on  the  field. 

As  of  June  1,  1956,  there  were  1,058  active  missionaries  serving  in  200 
centers  and  35  geographical  areas.  There  is  a  total  of  2,250  churches  and  3,880 
outstations  which  reported  24,342  baptisms  in  1955;  making  a  total  membership 
of  237,154,  Inclusion  of  a  reasonable  estimate  of  members  in  China,  the  total 
membership  is  in  excess  of  350,000.  There  are  1,541  national  pastors  serving 
along  side  our  missionaries. 

Our  missionary  doctors  reported  240,441  patients  last  year.  Two  new  hospitals 
were  erected;  one  in  Japan  and  one  in  Korea. 

In  1955  the  total  income  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  was  $11,287,775.72; 
of  which  $5,311,630.83  came  through  the  Co-operative  Program  and  $4,628,691.03 
from  the  Lottie  Moon  offering;  leaving  a  total  of  $1,347,453.86  from  all  other 
sources,  including  designated  gifts.  Their  prime  dependence  therefore  is  upon 
the  churches  who  give  through  the  Co-operative  Program  and  supplement  their 
gifts  by  the  Lottie  Moon  offerings. 

REPORT  OF  TRAINING  UNION 

James  E.  Helvey 

The  Training  Unions  of  the  Theron  Eankin  Association  have  begun  well.  Out 
of  twenty-six  churches  composing  the  Association  last  Fall,  24  reported  Training 
Unions  with  an  enrolment  of  2,802  and  an  average  attendance  of  approximately 
1,472.  At  the  end  of  our  first  year  we  have  27  Training  Unions  including  a 
newly  organized  Union  at  Claremont,  the  Highland  Mission  and  Wayside,  Sweet- 
water and  Startown,  newly  received  into  the  Association.  These  27  Training 
Unions  reported  an  enrolment  of  3,007  with  an  average  attendance  of  1,672. 

These  Training  Unions  along  with  Community  Church  which  reported  no 
Training  Union,  earned  credit  for  1,486  awards  during  the  year.  This  compares 
favorably  with  the  2,298  earned  the  previous  year  by  all  the  63  churches  of 
the  old  South  Fork  Association. 

The  Theron  Eankin  Association  observed  "M"  Night  last  December  along 
with  the  South  Fork  Association  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Hickory  where 
more  than  800  gathered. 

Two  Juniors,  Ann  Holcombe  and  Gene  Templeton,  of  the  First  Church  in 
Hickory  both  qualified  to  represent  our  association  at  the  Eegional  Tournaments 
at  Mt.  Holly  this  past  April. 

Along  with  the  above  mentioned  events  w-as  the  publication  of  The  Outlook, 
an  associational  Training  Union  quarterly  newsletter,  which  carried  reports 
and  highlights  into  the  homes  of  local  Training  Union  officers. 

This  was  our  beginning.  Where  we  achieved  it  was  because  of  you;  where  we 
failed  it  too  was  because  of  you.  But  the  achievements  far  outshine  the  failures 
and  no  little  credit  goes  to  the  twenty-seven  Training  Union  Directors;  nor 
can  we  overlook  the  efforts  of  those  who  willingly  gave  of  their  time  to  serve 


30 


First  Annual  Session 


as  your  associational  Training  Union  leaders:  Leland  Eoyster,  Associate  Di- 
rector; R.  K.  Benfield,  Pastor-Advisor;  Emilyn  Wagner,  Secretary;  Hendley 
Ellington,  Chorister;  Mrs.  Charles  Huffman,  Pianist;  Robert  Crapps,  Adult 
Leader;  Kenneth  Massey,  Intermediate  Leader;  Mrs.  E^lph  Self,  Assistant 
Intermediate  Leader;  Miss  Marie  Cobb,  Junior  Leader;  Mrs.  Rose  Wolff, 
Beginner  Leader. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  BAPTIST  HOSPITAL 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Wells 

We  have  seen  a  period  of  rapid  growth  since  the  opening  of  the  Baptist 
Hospital  in  1923,  in  order  to  render  a  distinctive  service  as  a  Christian  in- 
stitution. 

In  1955  the  hospital  admitted  14,918  persons  as  bed  patients  and  rendered 
a  total  of  115,300  days  of  patient  care. 

This  fine  institution  not  only  offers  medical  and  nursing  care,  but  coun- 
seling, for  sick  minds  and  souls;  so  that  individuals  may  be  reunited  in  sat- 
isfiying  family  and  community  living. 

New  type  x-ray  machines  have  been  added  at  a  cost  of  over  $30,000.  Cost  of 
the  new  building  to  house  a  cobalt  machine,  for  the  treatment  of  certain  types 
of  cancer  will  be  over  $75,000,  These  advancements  mean  that  the  hospital  has 
moved  to  the  front  in  providing  the  best  x-ray  department  in  the  South.  The 
doctor,  who  heads  this  department  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in  the  nation. 

Specialist  in  the  fields  of  defective  hearing  and  plastic  surgery  have  been 
added. 

Spiritual  sevices  have  been  broadened  through  the  opening  of  the  beautiful 
Chapel  in  June  of  this  year. 

Cost  of  these  highly  skilled  services  are  increasing  and  will  continue  to 
increase.  Loyal  Baptists  will  continue  to  meet  this  challenge  by  providing 
funds  to  meet  these  demands;  so  that  medical  care,  the  best  medical  care,  may 
be  provided  for  those  who  cannot  pay.  Yes,  we  will  give  willingly,  and  generously 
through  Our  Mother's  Day  Offering.  We  will  continue  to  give  linens  for  the 
comfort  of  patients;  for  by  so  doing,  we  will  be  able  to  provide  better  medical 
care  for  all — A  security  for  all. 

REPORT  ON  BAPTIST  LITERATURE 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan 

"Read,  and  you  will  know,"  is  a  quotation  I  read  recently.  Just  to  read 
is  not  the  important  thing,  but  what  you  read.  We  all  know  that  too  much 
cheap  literature  is  being  read  to-day  and  much  of  it  by  our  young  people.  It 
is  very  important,  with  all  the  good  literature  to  choose  from  that  parents  and 
those  working  with  our  youth  help  them  have  the  best. 

Our  Baptist  denomination  publishes  books,  magazines  and  other  literature 
too  numerous  to  mention.  We  have  our  Sunday  School  and  Training  Union  ma- 
terials along  with  magazines  for  all  other  organizations  of  our  churches.  There 
are  many  good  books  that  should  be  in  every  church  library,  books  to  create 
right  thinking  and  living. 

We  have  in  our  own  state  the  BIBLICAL  RECORDER,  that  if  we  read  it. 
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will  keep  us  in  touch  with  the  full  denominational  program.  Baptists  should 
be  informed,  for  an  informed  Baptist  is  an  interested  Baptist.  Many  churches 
have  the  EECORDER  in  the  church  budget,  going  to  each  family;  CHAEITY 
AND  CHILDEEN  is  another  must  for  North  Carolina  Baptists.  This  publication 
brings  us  many  interesting  articles  along  with  news  from  our  Childrens  Homes. 
This  paper  is  printed  at  Thomasville  in  our  orphanage  print  shop. 

To  take  us  around  the  world  with  our  missionaries  and  keep  us  in  touch 
with  all  our  mission  work  we  have  THE  COMMISSION  and  SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST  HOME  MISSIONS  as  well  as  magazines  for  all  our  mission  organi- 
zations. 

I  would  mention  just  one  more  of  our  great  Baptist  publcations,  HOME 
LIFE.  This  magazine  should  be  in  every  home,  it  is  written  to  be  of  interest  to 
every  age  group. 

What  we  read  determines  greatly  the  way  we  think  and  feel,  so  why  not 
read  the  best  material  available,  outside  of  the  Bible  itself. 

REPORT  OF  BAPTIST  ORPHANAGE 

Rat  Childers 

Our  Baptist  Orphanage  offers  four  major  types  of  service:  (1)  Institutional 
Care  in  Mills  Home  and  Kennedy  Home,  (2)  Mothers  Aid  to  children  who  re- 
main with  their  own  mothers,  (3)  Foster  Family  Care  to  children  who  are  kept 
in  good  Christian  families,  and  (4)  Family  Counseling  to  families  whose  chil- 
dren are  in  the  care  of  the  Orphanage. 

During  the  year  of  1955  we  were  able  to  admit  137  children  to  some  phase 
of  our  program.  We  cared  for  a  total  of  736  children — 23  more  than  the  year 
before.  This  increase  was  in  foster  home  care  and  was  made  possible  by  a  greater 
Thanksgiving  offering. 

The  total  number  of  applications  for  the  care  of  needy  children  during  1955 
was  824;  58%  more  than  the  year  1950.  This  alarming  rate  of  increased  points 
up  the  increasing  number  of  broken  homes,  from  which  so  many  of  the  children 
at  Mills  Home  and  Kennedy  Home  have  come. 

Since  the  income  for  the  Orphanage  from  Church  budgets,  Once-A-Month 
offerings  and  the  Co-operative  Program  is  a  fixed  amount,  the  only  way  to  meet 
this  ever  mounting  need  for  child  care  is  through  a  greater  Thanksgiving 
offering. 

With  more  North  Carolina  Baptists  than  ever  before,  earning  more  money 
than  ever  before  and  giving  more  than  ever  before  to  our  total  program  surely 
they  will  make  this  greater  Thanksgiving  offering  to  help  the  homeless  child 
if  we  will  give  them  a  chance  to  do  so. 

During  the  year  a  new  Church  building  and  a  new  parsonage  were  completed 
at  Kennedy  Home,  A  contract  will  be  let  sometime  this  fall  for  a  new  Boys' 
Cottage  and  a  swimming  pool  at  Kennedy  Home.  These  buildings  are  all  erected 
with  special  gifts  and  bequests. 

The  Orphanage  publication,  CHARITY  AND  CHILDREN,  with  51,000  copies 
mailed  out  each  week,  is  making  a  greater  contribution  to  our  Baptist  program 
than  ever  before. 
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REPORT  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

OFFICERS 

Cleric — Miss  Helen  Cater 
Treasurer — Heath  B.  Marsh 

Historian — Dick  Byrd  (O.  Jack  Murphy,  Miss  Helen  Cater,  Albert  A.  Young) 

Sunday  School  Superintendent — T.  W.  Nelson 

Training  Union  Director — James  R.  Helvey 

W.  M.  TJ.  Prsident — Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans 

Brotherhood  President — Robert  Rhoney 

Director  of  Music — Hendley  Ellington 

Trustees— T.  P.  Pruitt,  Robert  Boatwright,  M.  S.  Brittian 
Publicity — Robert  W.  Crapps 

COMMITTEES 

Program — Moderator,  Pastor  of  Host  Church,  Director  of  Music,  Albert  A. 
Young. 

Membership — J.  Louis  Price,  M.  L.  Hastings,  Larry  Penley,  E.  F.  Sullivan, 
V.  L.  Andrews. 

Besolutions — James  M.  Wilder,  V.  L.  Connell,  Mrs.  O.  J.  Murphy,  Mrs.  R.  T. 
Boatwright,  Lewis  Beal. 

Extension — B.  R.  Holbrook,  Turner  Keys,  T.  P.  Pruitt,  Carl  G.  Fox,  V.  C. 
Martin. 

Evangelism — R.  Knolan  Benfield. 

Finance — Treasurer,  Perry  Abernethy,  Ed  Suggs,  C.  L.  Pickler,  Robert  T. 
Boatwright. 

Place  and  Preacher— A.  V.  Ledford,  Mrs.  Floyd  Edwards,  R.  L.  Ball,  T.  W. 
Van  Horn,  Berry  Lafone, 

Christian  Life — Robert  W.  Crapps,  V.  C.  Martin,  Dick  Byrd,  Donald  Greene, 
Walter  R.  Sherrill. 

RESOLUTIONS 

I 

In  as  much  as  the  Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association  in  it=  first  annual 
session  has  been  entertained  by  two  churches,  we  wish  to  express  our  apprecia- 
tion to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hickory  and  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Hildebran  for  their  wonderful  hospitality  and  every  provision.  We  especially 
wish  to  commend  their  pastors,  their  choirs,  their  food  committees  and  all  who 
assisted  in  providing  for  the  messengers  and  guests. 

Furthermore,  we  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  our  moderator,  song  leader, 
Associational  clerk  and  all  others  who  labored  so  effectively  toward  the  success 
of  our  first  associational  meeting. 

Finally,  we  express  appreciation  to  all  guest  speakers  who  journeyed  from 
far  and  near  to  share  in  our  fellowship  and  lead  us  to  greater  service. 

II 

Whereas,  the  said  practice  of  working  on  the  Lord's  Day  is  a  desecration 
of  the  day  and  contrary  to  principles  held  by  the  Christian  community  that 
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we  go  on  record  as  re-affirming  our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  the  Lord's  Day 
as  expressed  in  the  minutes  of  the  seventy-fourth  annual  session  (1952)  of  the 
South  Fork  Baptist  Association. 

And,  whereas,  we  are  opposed  to  the  sale  and  use  of  alcholic  beverages  in 
every  form,  we  resolve  anew  to  uphold  businessmen  and  commercial  interests 
which  abstain  therefrom  and  we  resolve  ourselves  to  abstain  from  the  use  thereof. 

REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill 

The  Executive  Committee  of  this  association  has  met  each  quarter  during  the 
past  year  and  transacted  quite  a  bit  of  business  for  the  association.  The  following 
items  have  been  considered  and  passed  on: 

1.  Election  of  Sunday  School,  Training  Union  and  Brotherhood  officers. 

2.  Allocation  of  $700  to  Highland  Mission  to  apply  on  new  buildings. 

3.  Assisted  in  the  organization  of  Startown  Baptist  Church. 

4.  Promoted  the  annual  Central  Training  School  at  Hickory,  First. 

5.  Planned  for  mission  study  classes  for  Nov.  26,  27th  for  the  churches  and 
also  classes  for  deacons,  E.  A.  Couselors  and  Brotherhood  leaders  as  well 
as  a  class  for  church  ushers. 

6.  Gave  careful  consideration  to  the  constitution  you  adopted  this  session. 

7.  Instructed  the  missions  committee  to  search  out  a  lot  for  a  future  church 
between  Viewmont  and  the  steel  bridge  on  Highway  127  and  report  back 
their  findings.  This  committe  to  call  in  other  helpers  in  this  task. 

8.  Passed  on  the  suggested  budget  submitted  by  the  finance  committee. 

The  churches  have  been  fairly  well  represented  at  these  meetings  and  much 
interest  and  enthusiasm  has  been  shown  for  really  making  this  association  a 
missionary  association  in  deed  and  in  truth. 

REPORT  OF  HISTORIAN 

E.  F.  Sullivan 

For  several  years,  from  time  to  time,  the  possibilty  of  dividing  the  South 
Fork  Association  had  been  mentioned.  But  until  last  year  nothing  definite  was 
done.  Brother  Fritz  Hemphill  brought  the  idea  to  the  attention  of  the  South 
Fork  Pastor's  Conference  in  session  at  East  Maiden  in  the  early  summer 
of  1955.  The  suggestion  was  made  that  one  association  should  center  around 
Hickory  and  the  other  around  Lincolnton.  The  pastors  present  seemed  pleased 
and  passed  a  resolution  recommending  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
association  the  forming  of  two  associations  within  the  bounds  of  the  South  Fork 
Association. 

Later  the  Executive  Committee  approved  the  resolution  and  appointed  a 
committee  composed  of  brethren:  R.  Knolan  Benfield,  Latt  Beshears,  W.  L.  Pitts, 
James  M.  Wilder  and  Roger  Williams,  Jr.,  to  work  out  recommendations  to  aid 
in  dividing  the  South  Fork  Association. 

This  committe  made  its  report  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association  in 
session  at  Southside  Church,  October  7,  1955.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  as 
a  matter  of  record  we  give  here  a  few  of  the  recommendations: 
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1.  That  the  churches  of  the  "Southern  Area"  retain  the  name,  ''South 
Fork  Baptist  Association,"  along  with  the  associational  missionary,  mission- 
ary 's  home,  etc.,  and  all  funds  and  liabilities  of  the  association. 

2.  That  a  ''Call  Session"  of  the  present  South  Fork  Association  be  held 
on  Sunday,  November  6,  at  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Maiden. 

3.  That  churches  wishing  to  form  a  new  association  instruct  their  messengers 
to  ask  for  letters  of  dismissal  from  the  South  Fork  Association  for  that 
purpose. 

4.  That  the  new  Association  in  the  "Northern  Area"  set  up  in  its  budget 
an  item  to  help  carry  on  the  program  of  the  South  Fork  Association 
(Southern  Area)  during  the  calender  year  or  1956. 

The  Scholarship  Fund  was  given  to  the  South  Fork  Association. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  recommendations,  a  call  session  was  held 
November  6,  1955  at  2:30  PM,  with  the  First  Church,  Maiden.  At  that  time 
twenty-four  churches  secured  letters  and  at  3:00  P.M.  moved  up  to  the  East 
Maiden  Church  where  two  churches,  Bethany  and  Icard  from  South  Mountain 
Association,  joined  them.  The  twenty-six  churches  proceeded  to  organize  them- 
selves into  a  new  association. 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  Moderator,  Fritz  D.  Hemphill;  Vice 
Moderator,  Roger  Williams,  Jr.;  Clerk,  Miss  Helen  Cater;  Treasurer,  James  M. 
Wilder.  Several  names  for  the  new  association  were  offered,  but  after  much 
discussion,  it  was  finally  left  to  the  Executive  Committee.  At  a  later  meeting  that 
body,  after  thorough  consideration  of  the  names  presented,  settled  on  the  name, 
' '  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association, ' '  thus  honoring  the  memory  of  our  great 
Foreign  Mission  Secretary. 

The  South  Fork  Association  was  organized  November  22,  1878  with  10  churches 
and  a  membership  of  709,  all  coming  from  the  Catawba  River  Association.  By 
1919  there  were  57  churches  and  7,725  members.  At  that  time  20  churches  withdrew 
to  form  the  Gaston  Association.  Now,  again  in  1955,  the  South  Fork  Association 
with  63  churches  and  16,943  members,  granted  letters  to  24  churches  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  what  turns  out  to  be  the  Theron  Rankin  Association. 

At  this  point  we  record  some  of  the  highlights  of  the  work  among  our  churches 
since  October,  1955.  On  March  4th  the  mission  at  Startown,  fostered  by  the 
Conover  Church,  was  organized  into  Startown  Baptist  Church.  They  have  already 
had  to  enlarge  their  new  building.  This  building  occupies  a  lot  where  the  old 
Startown  Church,  which  ceased  to  function  a  number  of  years  ago,  formerly  stood. 
The  Highland  Mission,  on  August  12th,  broke  ground  for  a  new  church  building. 

Sweetwater  and  Wayside,  both  under  the  watchcare  of  the  association,  have 
added  to  their  Sunday  School  space.  The  First  Church  of  Newton,  has  pledges 
and  cash  to  the  amount  of  1157,000.00  for  a  new  church  plant  and  have  adopted 
architects'  plans  to  fit  their  new  location. 

The  field  composed  of  Corinth  and  Providence  is  in  the  process  of  dividing, 
with  each  going  to  full  time.  Corinth  recently  dedicated  its  new  parsonage. 
Providence  dedicated  its  new  church  building,  October  23,  1955  and  is  now 
building  a  parsonage. 

North  Newton  and  the  First  Church,  Hildebran,  (Bethel)  have  each  completed 
new  parsonages  and  West  Hickory  is  well  on  the  way  with  a  new  pastorium. 
On  October  7,  East  Hickory  burnt  the  mortgage  on  its  property  and  is  now 
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ready  to  make  plans  for  a  new  auditorium.  The  First  Church,  Hickory  has 
purchased  a  valuable  house  and  lot  near  the  church. 

Oakland  Heights  and  Temple  have  each  organized  Brotherhoods.  Miss 
Irene  Covington  came  to  Hickory,  First  as  Pastor's  Assistant.  West  Hickory  has 
secured  the  services  of  Miss  Janice  Edwards  as  Director  of  Eeligious  Education. 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Beckom  has  become  the  first  full-time  secretary  at  Viewmont.  E.  F. 
Sullivan,  after  serving  as  pastor  in  the  South  Fork  Association  for  28  years, 
retired  for  reason  of  health  from  Temple  Church  on  November  1,  1955.  Eobert 
W.  Crapps  succeded  him  on  March  1st.  Other  new  pasters  are  T.  W.  Nelson, 
East  Hickory;  L.  V.  Connell,  Mountain  Grove;  Gordon  Taylor,  Community  and 
J.  D.  Barber,  Oxford  Community  Church. 

REPORT  ON  STATE  MISSION 
R.  L.  Ball 

State  Missions  is  the  missionary  effort  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina  Baptists 
to  reach  the  unsaved  for  Christ  and  teach,  enlist,  and  train  the  saved  in  giving, 
living,  and  serving  through  the  churches  and  throughout  the  world. 

There  are  4,300,000  people  in  the  State.  About  2,000,000  of  these  above  the 
age  of  eight  years  are  affiliated  with  some  kind  of  church.  One  million  nine- 
hundred  thousand  of  these  above  the  age  of  eight  years  are  unchurched.  If 
25%  of  the  affiliated  church  members  are  unsaved,  then  62 1^%  of  the  people 
of  North  Carolina  above  the  age  of  eight  years  are  lost.  North  Carolina,  therefore, 
is  far  from  being  half  Christian. 

State  Missions  is  our  way  of  trying  to  reach  both  the  lost  sinner  and  the 
lost  sheep.  How  is  this  being  done? 

First,  to  win  the  lost  sinner.  State  Missions  provides  a  Department  of  Evange- 
lism that  seeks  to  inspire  pastors  and  churches  to  evangelize  their  communities. 

Also  important  in  the  work  of  reaching  the  lost  sinner  is  the  matter  of  pas- 
toral assistance  and  church  extension  in  needy  areas.  Many  of  the  strongest 
churches  in  our  State  were  once  the  recipients  of  State  Mission  aid. 

Second,  a  great  deal  of  State  Mission  work  goes  for  the  reaching  of  the  lost 
sheep  of  our  denomination.  Therefore,  three  of  the  most  significant  phases  of 
our  State  Mission  program  are  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School,  Training 
Union  and  Rural  Church  Departments.  Over  7,300  of  our  Baptist  people  attended 
Training   Union   Week   at   Caswell,   Fruitland   and   Ridgecrest   this  summer. 

A  highly  important  service  rendered  by  State  Missions  is  the  training  offered 
to  the  pastors  of  North  Carolina.  Last  year  about  160  pastors  received  better 
training  at  Fruitland  and  about  35  at  Caswell.  Refresher  courses  are  offered 
from  time  to  time  at  Mars  Hill  for  the  benefit  of  all  pastors  and  their  wives — 
trained  or  untrained. 

Other  challenges  our  State  Mission  funds  seek  to  meet  are  The  Allied 
Church  League,  the  Colored  Races,  the  Silent  People,  Student  Work  and  Depart- 
ment of  Pastorial  Care. 

Therefore,  will  you  as  an  individual  and  your  Sunday  School  and  church  do 
your  part  so  that  the  first  part  of  The  Great  Commission  might  be  obeyed 
and  that  these  rich  ministries  might  be  continued  to  the  extent  that  next  year 
North  Carolina  and  the  world  might  have  many  more  Christians  and  be  more 
Christian. 


PROCEEDINGS 


ANNUAL  MEETING 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

The  Annual  Woman's  Missionary  Union  meeting  was  held  April  4,  1956  at 
Temple  Church  using  as  the  theme  for  the  program :  '  *  His  Commission . . .  Our 
Mission. ' ' 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans  of  Hickory,  Associational  W.  M.  U.  Superintendent,  pre- 
sided. 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Sullivan  led  the  opening  devotions  using  verses  of  scripture 
taken  from  Luke,  Matt,  and  Eomans.  Mrs.  E.  K.  Eedwine  led  in  the  morning 
prayer. 

Words  of  welcome  were  spoken  by  Eobert  W.  Crapps,  pastor  of  the  host 
church,  followed  by  a  cordial  welcome  from  the  President  of  the  W.  M.  U.  of 
the  church,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Bivins. 

Special  music  was  presented  by  a  quartet  from  Bethany  Church. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed:  Time  and  Place:  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Stevenson,  Mrs.  Floy  Edwards,  Mrs.  Gladys  Berry.  Appreciation  Committee:  Mrs. 
Perry  Starnes,  Mrs.  J.  Carroll  Moser,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cooke. 

Mrs.  E.  Knolan  Benfield  presented  the  constitution  and  budget  which  was 
adopted.  The  proposed  budget  being  in  the  amount  of  $237.00  for  the  year 
1956-57  for  promotional  work.  The  constitution  and  budget  committee  com- 
posed of  Miss  Joy  Walker,  Mrs.  Eobert  Boatwright  and  Mrs.  Benfield  also  pre- 
sented a  recommendation  to  the  constitution  that  the  Executive  Committee  nom- 
inate a  nominating  committee  to  be  elected  at  the  fall  Leadership  Institute. 
The  present  nominating  committee  will  function  until  the  new  committee  is 
elected.  Also,  to  request  the  Theron  Eankin  Association  to  include  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union  in  the  minutes  of  the  association. 

Each  W.  M.  U.  member  will  pay  .25  dues  per  year  and  each  society  was 
asked  to  send  in  donations  to  help  in  the  scholarship  fund. 

An  offering  was  taken  amounting  to  $47.00. 

Mrs  Terry  Smart  of  Forest  City,  Superintendent  of  the  Hickory  Division, 
was  presented.  She  commended  the  association  for  the  fine  start  we  have  made 
and  also  urged  that  we  send  in  reports.  ''We  must  help  support  more  mission- 
aries if  we  are  to  fulfill  our  responsibility  to  God,"  Mrs.  Smart  stated. 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook,  associate  superintendent,  impressed  upon  everyone 
the  need  for  helping  to  organize  a  W.  M.  U.  in  all  churches  which  have  no  or- 
ganizations. 

After  a  brief  report  from  the  different  chairmen  and  Counselors,  Miss  Janet 
Wilson  of  Ealeigh,  Youth  Secretary,  gave  the  message  of  the  morning,  ''His 
Commission  . . .  Our  Mission. ' ' 

The  benediction  was  given  by  E.  F.  Sullivan.  A  bountiful  picnic  lunch  was 
served  by  the  host  church. 
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Mrs.  Eobert  Crapps  chose  a  few  verses  from  the  first  and  eighteenth  chapters 
of  Acts  for  her  devotional  thoughts  for  the  beginning  of  the  Afternoon  session. 

During  the  business  period  the  association  was  invited  to  meet  with  Newton, 
First  Church  for  our  1957  meeting. 

Mrs.  Perry  Starnes  expressed  appreciation  of  the  privilege  of  meeting  with 
Temple  Church. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan  presented  the  list  of  officers  for  the  year.  These  were 
elected.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Moderator  of  our  association,  led  a  dedicatory  prayer. 

Miss  Irene  Covington  of  Hickory,  First  Church  presented  Mrs.  John  Lake, 
Missionary  from  China.  Using  the  scripture,  "Ye  are  witnesses  unto  me,  both 
in  Jerusalem  and  all  Judea  and  Samaria  and  unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth,"  Mrs.  Lake  urged  us  to  invest  in  missions. 

Mr.  Hemphill  led  in  the  closing  prayer. 


3n  ilemoriam 


CATAWBA— Mr.  H.  D.  Ervin, 
Mr.  Tate  Gantt,  Mrs.  DoUy  Kil- 
lian 

CLAREMONT— Mr.  J.  B.  Steward 

CONOVER— Mr.  Raymond  Smith 

CORINTH— Mrs.  Jennie  Massa- 
gee,  Mr.  J.  A.  Wilson  (Deacon) 

HICKORY,  CALVARY— Mr.  Lee 
Adams 

HICKORY,  COMMUNITY— Rev. 
W.  R.  Walls,  Pastor 

HICKORY,  EAST— Mr.  Ivey  Kel- 
ler, (Deacon)  Mr.  John  Wells, 
Mr.  M.  R.  Kiziah 

HICKORY,  FIRST— Miss  Sue 
Barger,  L.  L.  Hatfield  (Deacon), 
W.  W.  Bryan  (Deacon),  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Whitener,  Mr.  Richard  M. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Maggie  Mat- 
thews, Mrs.  Wallace  Hartsell, 
Miss  Leafy  Abernethy,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall A.  SherriU,  Mr.  J.  R.  Wal- 
lace 

HICKORY,  HIGHLAND— Mr. 
Ernest  Hallman 

HICKORY,  PENELOPE— Mr.  W. 
I.  Keller,  Mr.  Fred  Propst,  Mrs. 
Mary  Chapman,  Mr.  M.  P. 
Smith 


HICKORY,  TEMPLE— Mr.  W.  C. 
Throneburg,  Roger  Minton 

HICKORY,  VIEWMONT— Mr. 
Clyde  White,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Smyre, 
Mr.  L.  E.  Smith,  Mrs.  Bessie 
Webb 

HICKORY,  WEST  HICKORY— 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Cline,  Mrs.  T.  B. 
Johnson,  Mr.  E.  H.  Chester,  Mrs. 
Zayda  McDonald 

HILDEBRAN,  FIRST— Mrs.  Dora 
Young,  Mrs.  Ralph  Evans,  Mrs. 
R.  D.  Mosteller,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Ogle, 
Mrs.  Oiler  Evans 

I  CARD— Mr.  Joe  Wilson  (Dea- 
con), Mr.  P.  A.  Berry  (Deacon), 
Mr.  Verl  Euliss 

MOUNTAIN  GROVE— Mr.  E.  E. 
Crafton,  Mr.  Albert  Hartsoe 

NEWTON,  FIRST— Mrs.  J.  W. 
HoUingsworth,  Mr.  De)^  Hewitt 

NEWTON,  NORTH— Mrs.  Man- 
ning Lynch 

PROVIDENCE— Mr.  T.  S.  Abee 
(Deacon),  Mr.  Tom  Smith 

SANDY  RIDGE— Mr.  Dave  Mil- 
ler (Deacon) 

WARLICK'S— Mr.  Hobert  Berry 

WAYSIDE— Mr.  Ezell  V.  Poole 


Church  Directories 


PASTORS 

The  names  and  addresses  of  the  pastors  of  this  association  are  contained 
in  statistical  table  A. 


ORDAINED  MINISTERS,  NOT  PASTORS,  HOLDING  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE 
CHURCHES  OF  THERON  RANKIN  ASSOCIATION 


Name 

Address 

Church 

Abernethy,  Willis  (M.M.)  

Hildebran  

Hildebran,  First 
Highland 
North  Newton 
Calvary 

Hildebran,  First 

Penelope 

Hildebran,  First 

Penelope 

Hickory,  First 

Warlick's 

Wayside 

Icard 

Icard 

Newton,  First 

Wayside 

West  Hickory 

Corinth 

Sweetwater 

Temple 

Providence 

Andrews,  Victor  L.  (P)  

Benfield,  Paul  (O.M.)  

Bowman,  Hoyle  E.  (S)  

Bragg,  J.  L.  (O.M.)  

438  E.  20th  St.,  Newton  

2051  N.  College  Ave.,  Newton  

3612  Samuel  Blvd.,  Dallas,  Texas. . . . 

Bryant,  Wade  (I.O.)  

Childers,  Berl  (L.M.)  

Connor,  D.  H.  (I.O.)  

Downs,  T.  G.  (O.M.)  

20th  St.  SW,  Hickory  

Hickory  

Gilbert,  Frank  

80  30th  St.  N  W,  Hickory  

Icard  

Land,  H.  B.,  Jr.  (Ch.  0.)  

Price,  J.  Louis  (R.  0.)  

Propst,  Dean  (L.  M.)  

APO  San  Francisco,  Calif  

2820  1st  Avenue,  N  W,  Hickory 
Rt.  1,  Vale  

Robinson,  Ernest  C.  (L.  M.)  

Sullivan,  E.  F.  (R.  0.)  

Whitener,  Harold  (L.  M.)  

Rt.  3,  Box  363,  Hickory  

1920  N.  Center  St.,  Hickory  

Rt.  4,  Box  270,  Hickory  

ASSISTANT  PASTORS  OR  EDUCATIONAL  DIRECTORS 

Name 

Address 

Church 

Covington,  Miss  Irene  

Edwards,  Miss  Janice  

1218  Main  Ave.  Dr.,  N  W,  Hickory.. 
203  N.  Main  Ave.,  Newton  

Hickory,  First 
West  Hickory 
Newton,  First 

MINISTERS  ORDAINED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Name 

Address 

Church 

Crump,  Zeno  

Gilbert,  Frank  

Rt.  2,  Connelly  Springs  

Warlick's 
Warlick's 
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First  Annual  Session 


MINISTERS  LICENSED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Name 

Address 

Church 

Deal,  Max  

1138  8th  St.  SE,  Hickory  

Highland 
Catawba 

STUDENTS  FOR  THE  MINISTRY 

Name 

Church 

School 

Calvary  

Dallas  Theological  Seminary 
Mars  Hill 

Southern  Baptist  Theological  Sem. 
Wake  Forest 
Lenoir  Rhyne 

Southeastern  Theological  Seminary 

Wake  Forest 

Wake  Forest 

Lenoir  Rhyne 

Columbia  Bible  College 

Gardner-Webb 

Mars  Hill 

Lenoir  Rhyne 

Le  Tourneau  Tech.  Institute 

Crapps,  Eddie  

Hickory,  First  

Deal,  Max  

Highland  

Hickory,  First  

Morrow,  Philip  

Hildebran,  First  

Claremont  

Simpson,  John  

Hickory,  First  

Waters,  Basil  

DIRECTOR  OF  AUDIO-VISUAL  AIDS 

Church 

Name 

Address 

Hickory,  First  

Richard  Suddreth  

411  2nd  Avenue,  S  W,  Hickory 
Route  2,  Hickory 
P.  0.  Box  552,  Hickory 
2013  N.  Ashe  Ave.,  Newton 

V^iewmont  

Frank  H.  Poovey  

Newton,  North  
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PIANIST  OR  ORGANIST 


Church 


Brookf ord  

Catawba  

Claremont  

Conover  

Corinth  

Hickory,  Calvary  

"   Community .... 

"   East  Hickory. . . 

"  First  

"  Highland  

"   Long  view  

"   Oakland  Heights 

"  Penelope  

"  Temple  

"  Viewmont  

"   West  Hickory.  .  , 

Hildebran,  First  

Icard  

Mountain  Grove  

Newton,  First  

Newton,  North  

Oxford  Community  

Oyama  

Providence  

Sandy  Ridge  

Startown  

Sweetwater  

Warlick's  

Wayside  


Mrs.  W.  C.  Laney  

Mrs.  Bill  Moore  

Mrs.  George  Propst  

Junie  Tuggle  

Mrs.  Roy  Stallings  

Bobby  Fulbright  

Mrs.  Mildred  Lackey ... 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson  

John  Nininger  

Miss  Iris  Bailey  

Miss  Barbara  Ball  

Miss  Barbara  Brooks .  .  .  , 

Mrs.  Mayo  Weaver  

Miss  Judy  Barbour  

Miss  Shirley  Branch  

Mrs.  Enloe  Young  

Mrs.  Mildred  Wycoff .  .  . . 
Mrs.  Amos  Lingerfelt . . . , 
Mrs.  Charles  L.  Huffman 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Winecoff  

Peggy  Cunningham  

Mazel  Pope  

Mrs.  Garland  Caldwell. . . 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Brittian  

Mrs.  Emmett  Huffman. . 

Mrs.  Wade  Abee  

Patsy  Houston  

Jerry  Knox  

Nancy  Kirby  


161  20th  Ave.  S  W,  Hickory 

Newton 

Rt.  4,  Hickory 

Rt.  1,  Newton 

Rt.  1,  Hickory 

1736  2nd  Ave.  S  W,  Hickory 

Main  Ave.  S  W,  Hickory 

122  16th  St.  S  E,  Hickory 

Lakeview  Park,  Hickory 

Lenoir  Rhyne  College,  Hickory 

215  23rd  St.  S  W,  Hickory 

1673  C  Ave.,  S  E,  Hickory 

P.  0.  Box  72,  Hildebran 

770  3rd  Ave.  PI.  S  E,  Hickory 

423  23rd  Ave.  N  E,  Hickory 

2324  2nd  Ave.  N  W,  Hickory 

Hildebran 

Icard 

Rt.  4,  Hickory 

113  W.  7th  St.,  Newton 

Conover 

Rt.  1,  Conover 

Rt.  2,  Conover 

Rt.  4,  Hickory 

337  21st  St.  N  E,  Hickory 

Rt.  1,  Hickory 

Rt.  3,  Box  398,  Hickory 

Rt.  2,  Connelly  Springs 

Rt.  1,  Hickory 


LIBRARIANS 


Church 


Catawba  

Corinth  

Hickory,  Calvary  

"   East  Hickory  

"  First  

"  Highland  

"   Oakland  Heights. 

"  Penelope  

"  Viewmont  

"   West  Hickory .  .  . 

Hildebran,  First  

Mountain  Grove  

Newton,  North  


Name 


Mrs.  Lock  Rink. .  . . 
Mrs.  Ralph  Young .  . 
Mrs.  Guy  Huffman. 
Geraldine  Fisher .  .  . 
Mrs.  Spurgeon  Youn 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Ogren. . . 
Mrs.  Marie  King. . . 

Faye  Smith  

Mrs.  Roy  Hoffman. 

Jimmy  Wilson  

Martha  Eggers  

Mary  Huffman  

Jonah  Hartsoe  


Rt.  1,  Claremont 
Rt.  3,  Vale 

719  19th  St.  S  W,  Hickory 
134  15th  St.  S  E,  Hickory 
196  23rd  St.  N  W,  Hickory 
829  Main  Ave.  N  E,  Hickory 
nth  St.  N  W,  Hickory 
440  33rd  St.  S  W,  Hickory 
Rt.  3,  Hickory 

1143  Main  Ave.  Dr.,  N  W,  Hickory 

Hildebran 

Rt.  4,  Hickory 

511  E.  Herman  St.,  Newton 


Statistical  Tables 
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Directory  of  Association 

1957-58 

OFFICERS 


Feitz  D.  Hemphill,  Moderator .  .  .  . 
James  M.  Wildee,  Vice-Moderator 

Miss  Helen  Catee,  Cleric  

Heath  B.  Maesh,  Treasurer  

J.  D.  Geeen  


1205  Main  Avenue  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

 122  W.  7th  Street,  Newton 

 P.  O.  Box  552,  Hickory 

....  3024  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 
 Et.  5,  Lakewood,  Hickory 


TRUSTEES 

T.  P.  Peuitt  434  3rd  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

EoBEET  T.  Boatweight  Conover 

M.  S.  Beittian  Route  4,  Hickory 

ASSOCIATION  AUXILIARIES 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Sunday  School  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

William  E.  Melvin,  Training  Union  Director  Viewmont  Apt.  9  D,  Hickory 

Mes.  B.  R.  Holbeook,  W.  M.  U.  Superintendent  Hildebran 

ROBEET  Rhoney,  Brothcrhood  President  Route  4,  Hickory 

Hendley  Ellington,  Director  of  Music  549  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

BOARD  REPRESENTATIVES 

Albeet  a.  Young,  General  Board  on  N.  C.  Baptist  State  Convention .  .  .  Hickory 
Thomas  P,  Peuitt,  Executive  Committee,  Southern  Baptist  Convention .  .  .  Hickory 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Program  Committee  for  1958  Session:  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Chmn.,  1205  Main 
Avenue  Drive,  NW,  Hickory,  Albert  A.  Young,  M.  L.  Ross,  Mrs.  Robert  Cody. 
Membership  Committee :  Albert  A.  Young,  Chmn.,  97  18th  Avenue  Drive,  NW, 
Hickory,  J.  D.  Compton,  J.  Louis  Price,  James  Helvey,  B,  A.  Cooper. 
Besolutions  Committee :  C.  L.  Pickler,  Chmn.,  Rt.  3,  "Vale,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  M.  L. 
Ross,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh. 

Extension  Committee :  O.  Jack  Murphy,  3310  Main  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory,  Turner 
Keys,  Heath  B.  Marsh,  Allen  Bolick,  James  M.  Wilder. 

Finance  Committee:  Heath  B.  Marsh,  Chmn.,  3024  N.  Center  Street,  Hickory, 
M.  L.  Hastings,  Perry  Abernethy,  E.  M.  Suggs,  Robert  T.  Boatwright. 
Place  and  Preacher:  Larry  Penley,  Chmn.,  925  5th  Street,  SE,  Hickory,  Ted  L. 
Starnes,  Gordon  Taylor,  Russell  Fisher,  W.  B.  Duncan. 

Christian  Life:  James  Helvey,  Chmn.,  1826  N.  College  Avenue,  Newton,  V.  C. 
Martin,  A.  H.  Field,  E.  F.  Robinson,  George  T.  Greenway. 

Nominating  Committee:  Albert  A.  Young,  Chmn.,  97  18th  Avenue  Drive,  NW, 
Hickory,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  James  M.  Wilder,  V.  H.  White,  Donald  Greene. 
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Second  Annual  Session 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Publicity  J.  Howard  Gates,  858  8th  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

Evangelism  B.  E.  Holbrook,  Hildebran 

Home  for  Aging  Mrs.  W.  T.  Stevenson,  516  4th  St.,  NW,  Hickory 

Baptist  Hospital  George  G.  Flowers,  Box  373,  Brookford 

Children's  Homes  Ted  L.  Starnes,  1329  15th  St.,  Court,  NE,  Hickory 

Christian  Education  ....  Mrs.  James  Helvey,  1826  N.  College  Avenue,  Newton 
Chairman  Enrolment  Committee  for  1958  Session 

Barry  Lafone,  Et.  2  Box  209A,  Hickory 

American  Bible  Society 

Miss  Irene  Covington,  c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

O.  Jack  Murphy,  Supt.  of  Evangelism  3310  Main  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Donald  Greene,  Supt.  of  Training  P.  O.  Box  273,  Hickory 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook,  Supt.  of  Vacation  Biile  Schools  Hildebran 

Julian  Suggs,  III,  Secretary  147  13th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

DEPARTMENT  SUPERINTENDENT 

Mrs.  Conley  Fox,  Cradle  Boll  Conover 

Miss  Irene  Covington,  Nursery  c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Beginner  826  9th  Avenue  Place,  NE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Egbert  Ehoney,  Primary  Eoute  4,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Neal  Mauser,  Junior  242  9th  Avenue  Drive,  NE,  Hickory 

George  F.  Hemphill,  Intermediate  2907  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Connelly  Eobinson,  Young  People  Eoute  2,  Conover 

G.  S.  Eobinson,  Adults  1446  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Y.  C.  Martin,  Extension  1830  12th  Avenue,  NE,  Hickory 

TRAINING  UNION 

William  E.  Melvin,  Director  Viewmont  Apts.  9  D,  Hickory 

William  S.  Elliott,  Associate  Director  825  8th  St.  Drive,  SE,  Hickory 

James  Helvey,  Associate  Director  1826  N.  College  Avenue,  Newton 

Albert  A.  Young,  Pastor-Advisor  97  18th  Ave.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Joe  Beckom,  Secretary  c/o  Viewmont  Baptist  Church,  Hickory 

Dwight  Eobinson,  Chorister  1452  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Jimmy  Wilson,  Pianist  1143  Main  Ave.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

DEPARTMENT  LEADERS 

Clemmie  Self,  Adults  1606  E.  Avenue,  SE,  Hickory 

Young  People 
Intermediate 

Charles  Wagner,  Jr.,  Junior  Et.  2,  Box  324,  Hickory 

Primary 
Beginner 
Nursery 


Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association 
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WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook,  Superintendent  Hildebran 

Mrs.  Richaed  Turner,  Associate  Superintendent  Hickory 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Secretary  826  9th  Ave.  Place,  NE,  Hickory 

Miss  Tennie  Freeman,  Treasurer  127  14th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

COUNSELORS 

Mrs.  Charles  Brown,  Y.W.  A  524  2nd  Avenue,  SW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Vickers,  G.  A  Newton 

Sunleam 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 

Mrs.  Rose  Wolff,  Mission  Study  421  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Community  Missions 

1205  Main  Ave.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Stewardship 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Rhoney,  Prayer  Hildebran 

Mrs.  Bruce  Huffman,  Literature  Route  2,  Conover 

Mrs.  Larry  Penley,  B.  W.  F.  Advisor  925  5th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  L.  p.  Frans,  Carver  School  of  Missions  and  Margaret  Fund 

Country  Club  Road,  Hickory 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson,  Chorister  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Ralph  Kendall,  Pianist  2606  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

BROTHERHOOD 

Robert  Rhoney,  President  Route  4,  Hickory 

Earl  Roberts,  Program  Vice-President  713  8th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Paul  Crump,  Promotional  Vice-President  Newton 

W.  R.  Massey,  Membership  Vice-President  Newton 

James  Brittian,  Membership  Vice-President  156  12th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Secretary,  Treasurer 

Hendley  Ellington,  Chorister  549  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

Boyal  Ambassador  Committee :  Bruce  Huffman,  Ray  Childress 
Advisory  Council:  V.  H.  White,  Clyde  Phillips,  Van  Teague,  James  Helvey, 
T.  W.  Nelson 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

Hendley  Ellington,  Director  549  N.  Center  Street,  Hickory 

J.  Howard  Cates,  Pastor-Advisor  858  8th  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

Dwight  Robinson,  Director  of  Congregational  Activities 

1452  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 
Mrs.  Everette  Guthrie,  Director  of  Instrumental  Activities 

118  8th  Street  NE,  Hickory 

Miss  Ruth  Durham,  Director  of  Training  47  14th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Miss  Janice  Robinson,  Director  of  Graded  Choir  Activities 

420  24th  Street,  SW.,  Hickory 
Miss  Helen  Cater,  Director  of  Publicity  and  Promotion.  .P.  O.  Box  552,  Hickory 
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THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
Church         Lajmian  Address 

Brookford— R.  S.  Bolick  „  Brookford 

Catawba — R.  M.  Morrow  Catawba 

Claremont — Walter  A.  Watts  Conover 

Conover — ■ 

Corinth— J.  D.  Wilson  Rt.  3,  Vale 

Hickory,  Calvary — A.  D.  Lowdermilk  1535  3rd  Avenue,  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Community — Clyde  Helton  P.  O.  Box  170,  Hickory 

Hickory,  East  Hickory — Russell  R.  Fisher  134  15th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  First— W.  P.  Bost  „  820  3rd  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Highland— V.  H.  White  P.  O.  Box  355,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Longview — T.  H.  Pyatt  438  3rd  Avenue,  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Oakland  Heights— Carl  G.  King  714  10th  St.  Blvd,  NW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Penelope — W.  W.  Aultman  425  5th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Temple — Jack  Shook  1329  9th  Avenue,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Viewmont — C.  R.  Yount  468  13th  Avenue,  NE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  West  Hickory— A.  E.  Gabbard  422  11th  Street  SW,  Hickory 

Hildebran,  First — Perry  Abernethy  ,  Hildebran 

Icard — S.  A.  Carswell  Icard 

Mountain  Grove — Thomas  Stewart  Rt.  1,  Hickory 

Newton,  First — ^Robert  T.  Boatwright  ....Conover 

Newton,  North — Ray  Abernathy  2418  N.  Main  Avenue,  Newton 

Oxford  Community — 

Oyama — D.  D.  Granger  Route  2,  Conover 

Providence — M.  S.  Brittian  Route  4,  Hickory 

Sandy  Ridge — E.  L.  Bumgarner  Route  3,  Hickory 

Springs  Road — Warner  Benge  Route  1,  Conover 

Startown — Forest  Bumgardner  Route  1,  Newton 

Sweetwater — Paul  Bradshaw  1664  C.  Avenue,  SE,  Hickory 

Warlick's — Leon  Lawman  Rt.  2,  Connelly  Springs 

Wayside — Ed  Cook  „  ...Route  1,  Hickory 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICES 

1.  This  association  has  no  Baptist  school,  hospital,  encampment,  orphanage, 
state  or  south-wide  agency  or  board  located  within  its  borders. 

2.  There  is  no  W.  M.  U.,  Sunday  School,  Training  Union  or  Brotherhood 
meeting  during  the  sessions  of  our  association.  All  these  meet  at  some  other 
time.  No  minutes  of  their  meetings  were  furnished  the  clerk  for  publication 
except  the  W.  M.  U.  Information  on  their  work  can  be  found  in  their  reports 
to  this  body. 

3.  The  calendar  of  activities  of  the  association  is  incomplete  at  this  time 
but  will  be  issued  at  a  later  date. 

4.  Eeports  to  this  session  of  the  association  are  found  in  the  section  imme- 
diately following  the  Proceedings  of  Association  and  bear  the  name  of  chairman 
of  the  committee  only. 

5.  In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Association  no  mention  is  made  of  a  motion 
for  the  adoption  of  reports.  The  fact  that  they  appear  in  the  minutes  prove  their 
adoption. 


LIST  OF  MESSENGERS 


Brookford  (4)  Mrs.  Dewey  Austin,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Laney,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Holsclaw. 
Catawba  (5)  B.  A.  Cooper  (Pastor),  Mrs.  W.  R.  Keith,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Webber, 

Mrs.  Carl  Wike,  H.  A.  Witherspoon,  Mrs.  Henry  Witherspoon. 
Claremont  (3)  James  M.  Sigmon  (Pastor). 
CONOVER  (4) 

Corinth  (5)  C.  L.  Pickler  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Luther  Costner,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Johnson, 
J.  D.  Wilson. 

Hickory,  Calvary  (5)  W.  W.  Marr  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Florence  Hawkins,  Mrs. 

W.  W.  Marr,  Mrs.  Lee  Seitz,  Mrs.  Mattie  Seitz. 
Hickory,  Community  (5) 

Hickory,  East  (6)  T.  W.  Nelson  (Pastor),  Mrs.  E.  D.  Canipe,  Mrs.  G.  W. 
DeHart,  Mrs.  Joe  Franklin,  Mrs.  Celia  Friar,  Mrs.  Lindsay  Miller,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
T.  W.  Nelson. 

Hickory,  First  (17)  Jones  Abernethy,  Mrs.  C.  O.  Beach,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Cordell, 
Mrs.  L,  P.  Frans,  Donald  Greene,  J.  D.  Greene,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Link. 

Hickory,  Highland  (10)  J.  Howard  Gates  (Pastor)  Mrs.  J.  Howard  Gates, 
W.  B.  Duncan,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Ogren,  Mrs.  M.  C.  TurbyfiU, 
V.  H.  White. 

Hickory,  Longview  (5)  J.  D.  Compton  (Pastor),  Fred  Crump. 

Hickory,  Oakland  Heights  (4)  Berry  Lafone  (Pastor)  Mrs.  Lee  R.  Brooks, 

Mrs.  Ealph  Bumgardner,  Mrs.  Anderson  Cole,  Mrs.  Berry  Lafone. 
Hickory,  Penelope  (11)  O.  Jack  Murphy  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Julius  Butler,  O.  T. 

Crump,  Mrs.  C.  T.  Crump,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh,  Mrs.  Nellie  Frye,  John  S. 

Hildebran,  Mrs.  John  S.  Hildebran,  O.  E.  McCray,  Mrs.  O.  Jack  Murphy, 

Mrs  Howard  Penland,  Mrs.  Henry  Starnes. 
Hickory,  Temple  (6)  W.  S.  Elliott  (Pastor),  Mrs.  L.  B.  Bivins,  Mrs.  Clin 

Brown,  Mrs.  Dillon  Cannon,  Mrs.  O.  L.  Kenworthy,  Mrs.  Ralph  Kendall, 

E.  F.  Sullivan. 

Hickory,  Viewmont  (11)  Albert  A.  Young  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Larry  Joe  Beckom, 
Miss  Ruth  Durham,  Roy  Huffman,  Mrs.  Carroll  Moser,  Jake  Poteat,  Mrs. 
Charles  Ray  Yount. 

Hickory,  West  (13)  Fritz  D.  Hemphill  (Pastor),  Walter  Cannon,  Miss  Helen 
Cater,  Mrs.  James  Coble,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Day,  Mrs.  Wayne  Elder,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Gabbard,  Mrs.  Fritz  D,  Plemphill,  Boyd  L.  Matheson,  Rev.  J.  Louis  Price, 
Mrs.  J.  Louis  Price,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Rowe,  Mrs.  Carl  Stallings,  Mrs.  Enloe  Young. 

Hildebran,  First  (8)  B.  R.  Holbrook  (Pastor),  Howard  Abernethy,  J.  P. 
Abernethy,  Mrs.  James  Abernethy,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Cooke,  Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook, 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Page,  Robert  Rhoney. 

ICARD  (5)  Clin  D.  Hefner  (Pastor),  Ben  Epps,  Mrs.  Eugene  Glass,  Mrs.  Roy 
Simpson,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Warlick,  Mrs.  Dale  Wilson. 
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Mountain  Grove  (5)  L.  Vernon  Connell  (Pastor),  Wade  P.  Abee,  Mrs.  Vernon 

Connell,  C.  S.  Echerd. 
Newton,  First  (11)  James  M.  Wilder  (Pastor),  Mrs.  D.  M.  Brunson,  Sr.,  Mrs. 

Grover  Hewitt,  Mrs.  Harold  Hewitt,  Mrs.  Craig  Hilton,  Perry  D.  Huitt,  Mrs. 

C.  D.  Jessup,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Vickers,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Wilder. 
Newton,  North  (6)  James  E.  Helvey  (Pastor),  D.  O.  Benfield,  Fay  P.  Drum, 

Mrs.  Harley  Drum,  Carl  Hefner,  Mrs.  James  E.  Helvey,  Mrs.  Fred  Tate. 
Oxford  Community  (3)  Victor  L.  Andrews  (Supply  Pastor),  Avery  Minton, 

Mrs.  Gerald  Pope,  Eobert  E.  Powell. 
Oyama  (3)  Harold  D.  Whitener  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Earl  O.  Lutz,  Mrs.  D.  D.  Granger. 
Providence  (4)  M.  L.  Eoss  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Ernest  Cline,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Eoss,  Mrs. 

Eussell  Schrum,  Mrs.  Mildred  Whitener. 
Sandy  Eidge  (5)  Mrs.  J.  W.  McClean,  Mrs.  Guy  Martin,  Mrs.  V.  C.  Martin. 
Springs  Eoad  (3)  William  E.  Melvin  (Pastor),  J.  W.  Perkins,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Perkins, 

W.  Eichard  Sprouse. 
Startown  (3)  Larry  Penley  (Pastor),  Forrest  Bumgardner,  Mrs.  Forrest  Bum- 
gar  dner. 

Sweetwater  (3)  Ted  Starnes  (Pastor),  Edwin  L.  Davis,  Mrs.  John  EUer. 
Warlick's  (6)  M.  L.  Hastings  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Albert  Berry,  A.  A.  Crump, 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Crump,  Mrs.  Matt  L.  Hastings,  Mrs.  Pearl  Starnes. 
Wayside  (3)  Horace  Harris  (Pastor),  J.  A.  Cook,  Thomas  Hardin. 


CONSTITUTION 

Adopted  October  25,  1956 


Article  I.  NAME 
This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association. 

Article  II.  OBJECTIVE 
The  objective  of  the  association  shall  be  to  devise  and  implement  plans  for 
the  enlargement  and  accomplishment  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  the  member 
churches  through  fellowship  and  cooperation  with  each  other.  The  association  shall 
seek  to  recommend  measures  for  the  increased  harmony  and  spiritual  power  of 
member  churches.  It  shall  provide  an  organizational  framework  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  missions,  including  education  and  evangelism,  through  the 
program  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Article  III.  ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 
The  articles  of  faith  of  this  association,  which  shall  be  the  basis  of  fellow- 
ship and  cooperation,  are  those  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Memphis,  May  14,  1925. 

Article  IV.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  be  composed  of  the  Missionary  Baptists 
Churches  which  are  members  of  the  present  association. 

Section  2.  The  association  shall  receive  into  its  fellowship  and  program  such 
other  Missionary  Baptists  Churches  as  adhere  to  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  as 
expressed  in  the  Articles  of  Faith  of  the  association,  subscribe  to  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  of  the  association,  and  support  the  Southern  Baptist  and 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Missions  program. 

Section  3.  The  association  shall  withdraw  fellowship  from  member  churches 
upon  their  continual  refusal  to  cooperate  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  objective 
of  the  association. 

Article  V.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  meet  in  regular  session  annually  for  two  days 
in  one  or  more  of  its  member  churches  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the 
business  of  the  association  and  for  the  inspiration  of  member  churches  in  the 
support  of  the  cause  of  missions. 

Section  2.  Upon  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Moderator 
shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  association  when  necessary  with  adequate  notice 
to  all  member  churches. 

Section  3.  Meetings  of  the  association  organizations,  i.  e.,  Sunday  School, 
Baptist  Training  Union,  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  Brotherhood,  shall 
be  held  during  the  associational  year  under  the  leadership  of  the  associational 
officers.  The  purpose  of  these  meetings  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the  missionary 
enterprise  through  the  work  of  the  individual  organizations. 
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Article  VI.  OFFICEES 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  Moderator,  Vice-Moderator,  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  Historian,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.  U.  President,  Brotherhood  President,  Director  of  Music,  three  Treastees, 
and  Publicity  Chairman. 

Article  VII.  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
The  standing  committees  of  the  association  shall  be  as  follows:  Executive, 
Nominating,  Program,  Membership,  Resolutions,  Extension,  Finance,  Time  and 
Place,  Christian  Life,  and  Evangelism. 

Article  VIII.  AMENDMENTS 
This  constitution  may  be  amended  on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  such  amendment, 
alteration  or  repeal  shall  have  been  presented  in  writing  at  the  previous  annual 
meeting. 

BY-LAWS 

Article  I.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  Application  from  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  desiring  member- 
ship in  the  association  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  membership  committee  at 
least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  annual  meeting.  This  committee  shall  report 
on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting.  Messengers  of  the  applying  churches 
may  be  seated  upon  its  acceptance  into  the  membership  of  the  association  by 
two-thirds  majority  vote. 

Section  2.  Member  churches,  at  the  close  of  the  associational  year,  shall 
send  annually  to  the  association  a  report  relative  to  the  location,  dates  of  preach- 
ing, membership,  baptisms,  revivals  and  other  information.  Forms  for  the  gather- 
ing of  this  information  will  be  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  association. 

Article  II.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  held  on  Thursday 
and  Friday  following  the  third  Sunday  in  October. 

Section  2.    The  association  year  shall  close  on  September  30. 

Section  3.  Reports  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  limited  to  300  words. 

Section  4.  Parliamentary  procedure  of  all  meetings  of  the  association  and 
its  Executive  Committee  shall  be  in  accordance  with  Kerfoot's  "Parliamentary 
Practice." 

Section  5.  Business  sessions  of  the  association  shall  be  composed  of  messen- 
gers from  the  member  churches.  Each  member  church  hall  send  three  messen- 
gers for  the  first  100  members  of  the  church  and  one  messenger  for  each  addi- 
tional 100  members  or  major  fraction  thereof. 

Article  III.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS 
Section  1.    Officers  of  the  association  shall  be  elected  by  majority  vote.  The 
Moderator  and  Vice-Moderator  shall  be  nominated  from  the  floor.    Other  officers 
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Bhall  be  nominated  by  the  Nominating  Committee.  Nominations  by  the  Nomina- 
ting Committee,  however,  shall  not  preclude  nominations  from  the  floor.  All 
officers  shall  assume  their  duties  at  the  close  of  the  annual  meeting.  Vacancies 
occurring  between  meetings  of  the  association  shall  be  filled  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee upon  nomination  from  the  Nominating  Committee. 

Section  2.  The  Moderator  shall  preside  over  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
association  and  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  may,  by  fraternal 
visitation,  counsel  and  advise  with  the  churches  regarding  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation during  the  year.  He  shall  not  be  eligible  to  succeed  himself  after  the 
third  successive  term.    He  is  ex-officio  member  of  all  committees. 

Section  3.  The  Vice-Moderator  shall  assist  the  Moderator  in  ways  designated 
by  the  Moderator. 

Section  4.  The  Clerk  shall  keep  all  records  of  the  association,  distribute 
report  blanks  to  the  clerks  of  member  churches,  make  accurate  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  body  in  session,  and  prepare  and  issue  the  minutes  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  He  shall  also  serve  as  Clerk 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Section  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive,  deposit  and  disburse  all  funds  of  the 
association  as  designated  by  the  association  or  its  Executive  Committee.  He 
shall  report  quarterly  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  present  an  audited  re- 
port at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  The  Treasurer  shall  calculate  the 
quota  of  each  church  in  the  support  of  the  budget  according  to  the  financial 
plan  of  the  association  and  notify  member  churches  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
quota. 

Section  6.  The  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.  U.  President  and  Brotherhood  President  shall  promote  the  work  of  their 
respective  organizations,  lead  educational  and  inspirational  meetings  for  their 
organizations,  and  encourage  the  organization  of  new  units  in  the  member 
churches  of  the  association. 

Section  7.  The  Director  of  Music  shall  assist  in  developing  better  music 
in  member  churches.  He  shall  be  responsible  for  the  music  at  all  meetings  of  the 
association  and  its  Executive  Committee;  leading  the  music,  providing  ac- 
companiment and  arranging  for  special  music. 

Section  8.  The  Trustees  shall  be  the  legal  representatives  of  the  association 
in  all  matters  relating  to  law,  sign  all  legal  documents  as  directed  by  the  as- 
sociation and/or  the  Executive  Committee.  They  shall  have  the  power,  under 
instructions  of  the  association  and/or  the  Executive  Committee,  to  hold,  buy, 
sell  and  convey  property,  both  real  and  personal  and  to  sign  all  papers  necessary 
for  the  purchase  of  conveyance.  The  Trustees  shall  administrate  the  Scholarship 
fund. 

Section  9.  The  Historian  shall  record  as  a  part  of  the  permanent  record 
of  the  association  those  facts  and  events  that  are  of  historical  value  to  the 
association. 

Article  IV.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Section  1.    All  standing  committees  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  elected  annually  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
messengers  present  at  the  annual  meeting.    All  standing  committees,  with  the  ex- 
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ception  of  the  Executive  and  Nominating  Committees,  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Nominating  Committee.  The  Nominating  Committee,  shall  be  nominated 
from  the  floor. 

Section  2.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  officers  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  pastor  and  one  layman  from  each  church  of  the  association. 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  quarterly  on  Friday 
following  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  second  month  of  each  quarter.  The  duty  of 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  association  between 
its  annual  meetings.  It  shall  supervise  the  work  of  the  standing  committees 
of  the  association  and  be  empowered  to  appoint  such  other  temporary  committees 
as  are  necessary  for  the  effective  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  association. 

Section  3.  The  Nominating  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
nominate  the  officers  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of  the  Executive  and 
Nominating  Committees. 

Section  4.  The  Program  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members,  including 
the  host  pastor  or  pastors  and  associational  Director  of  Music.  This  committee 
shall  prepare  and  distribute  to  member  churches  a  copy  of  the  suggested  program 
for  the  annual  meeting  at  least  30  days  before  the  meeting. 

Section  5.  The  Membership  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
receive  and  consider  all  petitionary  letters  regarding  churches  seeking  member- 
ship in  the  association.  It  shall  investigate  and  make  recommendations  concerning 
any  complaints  relative  to  the  fellowship  and  cooperation  of  member  churches. 

Section  6.  The  Eesolutions  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
draft  all  resolutions  directed  to  it  and  others  as  it  deems  wise. 

Section  7.  The  Extension  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  The  work 
of  this  committee  shall  be  to  discover  places  for  mission  churches. 

Section  8.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  consist  of  four  members  and  the 
Treasurer  as  ex-officio  chairman.  This  committee  shall  prepare  a  proposed  budget 
for  the  association.  It  shall  also  recommend  a  financial  plan  for  subscribing 
the  budget. 

Section  9.  The  Place  and  Preacher  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members. 
It  shall  receive  invitations  and  recommend  places  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association.  It  also  shall  recommend  a  preacher  and  an  alternate  for  the  annual 
sermon. 

Section  10.  The  Christian  Life  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It 
shall  keep  abreast  of  the  moral  level  of  the  life  of  the  community.  It  shall  lead 
the  association  in  Christian  conduct,  cooperating  with  other  groups,  such  as, 
The  Christian  Life  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  The  Allied 
Church  League,  the  Citizens'  Committee  for  Good  Government,  working  for  the 
moral  improvement  of  the  Christian  life  of  the  community. 

Article  V.  AMENDMENTS 
The  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  business  session  of  the 
association  by  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  a  min- 
imum of  30  days  notice  has  been  given  to  each  of  the  member  churches. 


Proceedings 


SECOND  ANNUAL  SESSION 

October  24,  1957 

West  Hickory  Church 

1.  The  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association  convened  for  its  second  annual 
session  with  the  West  Hickory  Church.  J.  Howard  Gates  directed  the  singing 
of  "All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name"  and  "Blessed  Assurance."  Jimmy 
Wilson  was  at  the  organ.  Edgar  Melvin  read  from  Psalm  138  and  led  in 
prayer.    The  hymn,  "  'Tis  So  Sweet  to  Trust  in  Jesus"  was  sung. 

2.  The  moderator  announced  the  second  session  convened  for  the  transaction 
of  business.  On  motion  it  was  voted  that  those  messengers  who  have  already 
registered  or  will  register  constitute  this  meeting.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  host 
pastor  and  moderator,  extended  a  welcome.  He  recognized  the  visitors  from 
outside  our  association.  Latt  Beshears,  moderator  of  South  Folk  Association, 
brought  greetings  from  his  association. 

3.  Albert  A.  Young  presented  new  pastors  who  have  come  into  the  association 
since  the  last  session.  B.  A.  Cooper,  J.  Howard  Cates,  J.  D.  Compton,  William 
S.  Elliott,  M.  L.  Ross,  Horace  Harris,  William  E.  Melvin. 

4.  During  the  business  session  Albert  A.  Young  presented  the  program  for 
the  session  and  made  the  motion  that  we  follow  the  printed  program  as  nearly 


as  practicable.    The  program  was  adopted. 

PROGRAM 
West  Hickory 
Thursday  Morning 

10:00 — Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  Edgar  Melvin 

10:15 — Organization,  Enrolment,  Committees,  etc. 

10:25 — Treasurer's  Eeport,  Finances  H.  B.  Marsh 

10:40— Sunday  School  Eeport  „  T.  W.  Nelson 

Message 
11:05 — Hymn,  Business 

11:15 — Training  Union  „  James  Helvey 

Message 

11:40 — American  Bible  Society  „...Mrs.  Wayne  Elder 

11:50— Hymn 

11:55 — Annual  Sermon  O.  Jack  Murphy 

12:30— Lunch 

Thursday  Afternoon 

1:45 — Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  „  William  S.  Elliott 
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2:00 — Baptist  Literature  Larry  Penley 

Message  C.  W.  Bazemore,  Ealeigh 

2:15 — Woman's  Missionary  Union  Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook 

Message  Miss  Viola  Campbell, 

Missionary  to  Mexico 

2:40 — Hymn 

2:45 — Baptist  Hospital  Mrs.  E.  T.  Boatwright 

Message  Albert  Meiberg,  Winston-Salem 

3:00 — ^Doctrinal  Sermon  L.  H.  HoUingsworth,  Boone 

3:30 — Adjourn 

Thursday  Evening 

7:15 — Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  M.  L.  Hastings 

7 : 30 — Brotherhood  Eobert  Ehoney 

Message 
7:55 — Hymn 

8:00 — Minister's  Eetirement  Plan  E.  F.  Sullivan 

8:10 — Special  Music  West  Hickory  Choir 

8:25 — The  Cooperative  Program  Albert  A.  Young 

Message  E.  C.  Upchurch,  Ealeigh 

9:00— Adjourn 

Mountain  Grove 
Friday  Morning 

9:45 — Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  Ted  L.  Starnes 

10:00 — Home  For  Aging  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan 

Message  James  M.  Hayes,  Winston-Salem 

10:20 — Executive  Committee  Eeport  Fritz  D.  Hemphill 

10:30— Hymn 

10:35 — Our  Children's  Home  James  M.  Wilder 

Message  W.  A.  Smith,  Kinston 

10:55 — Special  Music  Mountain  Grove 

11:00 — Foreign  Missions  J.  Howard  Cates 

11:10 — Hymn 

11:15 — State  Missions....  C.  L.  Pickler 

11:25 — Christian  Education  J.  Louis  Price 

Message  M.  H.  Kendall,  Mars  Hill 

12:00— Lunch 

Friday  Afternoon 

1:30 — Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  J.  D.  Compton 

1:45 — Business,  Eeport  of  Committees,  etc. 
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2:00 — Home  Missions....  

2:10— Hymn 

2:15 — Historian  

2 :25 — Evangelism  

2:35 — Memorial  Service  

2:45 — Election  of  Officers,  Business 
3:00— The  Christian  Citizen  


B.  A.  Cooper 


 Dick  Byrd 

.0.  Jack  Murphy 
 M.  L.  Boss 


 V.  C.  Martin 

Wendell  Davis,  Statesville 


3:30— Adjourn 

5.  J.  Louis  Price  read  the  report  of  the  membership  committee  recommend- 
ing that  the  Springs  Boad  Church  be  accepted  into  the  association  and  Grace 
Church  be  taken  under  the  watchcare  of  the  association.  The  churches  were 
accepted  as  recommended.  (See  report  of  committee  for  details.)  The  moderator 
extended  the  hand  of  welcome  into  the  association  to  members  of  Springs  Boad 
church  and  welcome  under  the  watchcare  of  the  association  to  Grace  Church. 

6.  Albert  A.  Young,  Vice-moderator,  presented  a  gavel  made  in  Hong  Kong, 
China  from  native  Teak  wood  to  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Moderator.  This  gavel  was 
given  by  Mrs.  M.  Theron  Bankin  and  friends  from  Hong  Kong.  On  motion  by 
L.  V.  Connell  and  seconded  by  E.  F.  Sullivan  it  was  voted  to  express  appreciation 
to  Mrs.  Bankin  for  the  gavel. 

7.  The  Treasurer  and  Finance  committee  reports  were  presented  in  mimeo- 
graph form.    This  report  including  the  budget  for  1957-58  was  adopted. 

8.  Boyd  L.  Matheson,  chairman,  of  enrolment,  reported  191  registered. 

9.  T.  W.  Nelson,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  gave  the  Sunday  School 
report.  He  presented  Dr.  Herman  Ihley,  State  Sunday  School  Secretary,  who 
brought  a  challenging  message. 

10.  The  Hymn,  -'I  Love  to  Tell  the  Story,"  was  sung.  The  moderator  ap- 
pointed the  following  to  fill  vacancies:  Gordon  Taylor  to  replace  Lewis  Beal, 
removed,  on  Besolutions  committee;  J.  Howard  Gates,  Chairman,  Place  and 
Preacher  committee,  to  replace  A.  V.  Ledford,  removed;  J.  D.  Compton,  Horace 
Harris  to  replace  B.  L.  Ball  and  T.  W.  Van  Horn  removed.  Place  and  Preacher 
committee;  Albert  A.  Young  to  replace  Bobert  W.  Crapps,  removed,  on  Christian 
Life  Committee;  Larry  Penley  to  replace  Lewis  Beal  on  Baptist  Literature; 
O.  Jack  Murphy  to  replace  B.  K.  Benfield,  removed,  on  Evangelism;  James 
Helvey  to  replace  Bobert  W.  Crapps,  removed  on  Publicity  Committee. 

11.  The  enrolment  was  given  as  104  messengers  and  51  visitors.  A  digest  of 
reports  prepared  by  the  clerk  was  distributed  in  mimeograph  form. 

12.  With  the  vice-moderator,  Albert  A.  Young,  presiding  James  Helvey  gave 
the  Training  Union  report  and  spoke  to  his  report. 

13.  With  the  moderator  again  presiding  the  American  Bible  Society  report 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Wayne  Elder. 

14.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymn,  "I  Am  Thine,  O  Lord,"  W.  S.  Elliott 
read  from  Philippians  2.    The  annual  sermon  was  brought  by  O.  Jack  Murphy. 

15.  A  bountiful  meal  was  served  by  the  host  church  at  the  noon  hour. 
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Thursday  Afternoon 

16.  The  afternoon  session  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  the  Hymn,  "Send 
the  Light."    "William  S.  Elliott  read  from  Matthew  5  and  led  in  prayer. 

17.  The  Baptist  Literature  report  was  presented  by  Larry  Penley.  C.  W. 
Bazemore  from  the  Biblical  Eecorder  staff  spoke  to  the  report.  He  stated  that 
more  than  half  of  the  homes  in  the  Theron  Eankin  Association  received  the 
Biblical  Eecorder. 

18.  The  enrolment  was  given  as  146  messengers  and  65  visitors,  Total  211. 
The  Conover  and  Community  Churches  not  being  represented. 

19.  The  W.  M.  U.  report  was  given  by  Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook  who  presented 
Miss  Viola  Campbell,  missionary  to  Mexico,  to  bring  the  message.  She  told 
of  the  great  need  for  mission  work  in  Mexico  where  we  have  33  missionaries  for  33 
million  people. 

20.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymn,  "Jesus  Shall  Eeign,"  Mrs.  Eobert 
Boatwright  brought  the  Baptist  Hospital  report  and  presented  Albert  Meiberg 
of  the  Baptist  Hospital  who  spoke  to  her  report. 

21.  L.  H.  Hollingsworth  of  the  First  Church,  Boone,  brought  a  doctrinal 
message  to  close  the  afternoon  session.    E.  F.  Sullivan  led  the  prayer. 

Thursday  Evening 

22.  With  Hendley  Ellington  leading  the  music  and  Mrs.  Enloe  Young  at 
the  organ  the  Hymns,  "We're  Marching  to  Zion"  and  "I  Will  Sing  the  Wondrous 
Story"  were  sung.    M.  L.  Hastings  read  scripture  and  led  in  prayer. 

23.  Eobert  Ehoney  read  the  Brotherhood  report  and  presented  Donald  Greene 
who  introduced  Vick  Jones  and  Joe  Orr  of  First  Church,  Hendersonville  who 
gave  testimonies.    The  Hymn,  "The  Son  of  God  Goes  Forth  to  War"  was  sung. 

24.  The  Minister's  Eetirement  Plan  report  was  given  by  E.  F.  Sullivan. 

25.  The  Sanctuary  Choir  of  West  Hickory  Church  sang  "Were  You  There?" 
and  "How  Great  Thou  Art."  By  request  of  the  moderator  they  also  sang 
"Man  of  Sorrows." 

26.  Albert  A.  Young  gave  the  Cooperative  Program  report  and  introduced 
E.  C.  Upchurch,  Church  Development  Secretary  for  the  State  Convention,  who 
brought  a  message.  In  his  message  he  stated  that  40%  of  our  church  members 
help  carry  on  our  program. 

The  enrolment  was  reported  as  154  messengers  and  124  visitors  making  a 
total  of  278  registered  for  the  day. 

The  closing  prayer  was  led  by  Albert  A.  Young. 

Friday  Morning 
Mountain  Grove  Church 

27.  The  second  day's  session  convened  at  Mountain  Grove  church  with  Miss 
Euth  Durham  leading  the  music  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Annas  at  the  organ.  Follow- 
ing the  singing  of  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy"  and  "Praise  Him,  Praise  Him"  Ted  L. 
Starnes  read  scripture  and  led  in  prayer. 

28.  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan  gave  the  report  of  the  Home  For  Aging  and  presented 
I.  E.  Corbett,  retired  minister  of  Marion,  N.  C,  who  brought  a  message. 
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The  enrolment  for  the  second  day's  session  was  reported  as  141. 

29.  With  Albert  A.  Young  presiding  Fritz  D.  Hemphill  presented  his  report 
for  the  Executive  Committee.  Following  this  report  several  brethren  spoke  on 
taking  a  survey  of  the  river  area  beyond  Viewmont  and  as  time  had  expired 
it  was  voted  to  discuss  this  matter  at  1:45  business  session. 

The  Hymn.  "Onward,  Christian  Soldiers"  was  sung. 

30.  The  Children's  Homes  report  was  given  by  James  M.  Wilder  who  presented 
W.  A.  Smith  from  the  orphanage  who  spoke. 

31.  Lynn  Connell  sang  a  solo,  "It's  Eeal." 

32.  J.  Howard  Cates  gave  the  Foreign  Missions  report.  A  Hymn,  "Here  Am 
I,  Send  Me"  was  sung. 

33.  The  enrolment  report  was  as  follows:  159  total  present,  of  these  101 
are  messengers  and  58  visitors.  The  Conover  and  Community  Churches  are 
still  not  represented. 

34.  C.  L.  Pickler  gave  the  report  on  State  Missions. 
L.  Vernon  Connell,  host  pastor,  extended  a  welcome. 

35.  The  Christian  Education  report  was  given  by  J.  Louis  Price.  M.  H. 
Kendall  of  Mars  Hill  College  brought  the  message. 

36.  Following  prayer  led  by  B.  A.  Cooper  the  noon  meal  was  served  by  the 
host  church. 

Friday  Afternoon 

37.  The  afternoon  session  was  opened  by  singing  the  hymns,  "Amazing 
Grace"  and  "He  Leadeth  Me."  J.  D.  Compton  read  from  Philippians  2  and  led 
in  prayer. 

38.  J.  Howard  Cates  brought  the  report  of  Place  and  Preacher  committee  as 
follows:  First  day,  Viewmont,  Second  day,  Providence;  Preacher,  James  Helvey, 
Alternate,  L.  Vernon  Connell.  The  report  was  adopted. 

39.  The  Eesolutions  committee  report  was  brought  by  James  Wilder.  On 
motion  it  was  decided  to  accept  the  report  in  its  entirety. 

Following  a  motion  which  was  adopted  to  extend  the  time  two  minutes,  it  was 
decided  to  send  the  resolution  regarding  dancing  on  our  college  campuses  to  the 
Biblical  Kecorder. 

40.  B.  A.  Cooper  presented  the  Home  Missions  report.  The  hymn,  "Lead  On, 
O  King  Eternal"  was  sung. 

41.  T.  W.  Nelson  read  the  history  as  prepared  by  Albert  A.  Young. 

42.  O.  Jack  Murphy  gave  the  report  on  Evangelism. 

43.  M.  L.  Boss  led  the  memorial  service  for  those  deceased  during  the  year. 

44.  The  following  officers  were  elected  by  nominations  from  the  floor: 
Moderator,  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  by  acclamation;  Vice-moderator,  James  M.  Wilder, 
by  acclamation. 

J.  D.  Greene  read  the  list  of  officers  recommended  by  the  nominating  com- 
mittee. These  were  elected  as  read.  The  Sunday  School,  Music  Ministry  and 
Brotherhood  officers  were  elected. 
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Announcement  was  made  of  a  meeting  of  RA  Leaders,  Brotherhood  Presidents 
and  RA  committee  men  to  be  held  at  First  Church,  Hickory  on  October  28th. 

45.  It  was  decided  to  add  publicity  chairman  following  the  word  "trustees" 
in  Article  VI  of  the  constitution  and  add  the  word  "Evangelism"  following  the 
Christian  Life  Committee  in  Article  VII. 

46.  The  following  nominating  committee  was  elected  by  nominations  from 
the  floor:  Albert  A.  Young,  ehmn.,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  James  M.  Wilder,  V.  H. 
White,  Donald  Greene.    These  were  elected  by  acclamation. 

47.  The  motion  to  take  a  survey  of  the  river  area  beyond  Viewmont  was 
renewed  but  no  action  was  taken  in  view  of  the  fact  that  an  association-wide 
census  will  be  taken  in  February,  1958. 

48.  A  motion  was  adopted  to  send  best  wishes  to  V.  C.  Martin  who  is  ill  and 
unable  to  attend  the  sessions. 

49.  The  Christian  Citizen  report  prepared  by  V.  C.  Martin  was  read  by  James 
Wilder.  Wendell  Davis  of  the  First  Church  Statesville  brought  the  closing 
message.  B.  E.  Holbrook  led  in  prayer.  This  second  annual  session  proved  to 
be  very  profitable  and  inspirational  to  those  attending. 


REPORTS 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

J.  Louis  Price 

The  committee  met  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  on  December  4,  1956.  It  was 
decided  to  offer  the  services  of  the  committee  to  two  of  our  churches  which 
at  that  time  seemed  to  face  serious  difficulties.  The  chairman  and  Rev.  E.  F. 
Sullivan  visited  these  communities. 

The  committee  met  again  at  West  Hickory  Baptist  Church  on  October  11, 
1957.  The  Springs  Road  Church  applied  for  membership  in  this  association. 
The  church  was  organized  March  3,  1957  with  sixty-seven  members.  Members 
of  this  committee,  the  associational  moderator,  other  pastors,  church  leaders  and 
a  large  congregation  were  present.  The  church  complied  with  all  requirements 
for  membership  and  your  committee  recommends  that  this  church  be  received 
into  the  Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association. 

The  Grace  Baptist  Church  also  applied  for  membership  in  the  association. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  Dexter  Couch,  and  Brother  E.  Jack  Jackson  met  with  the 
committee  and  answered  all  questions  asked  by  the  committee.  The  church 
has  thirty-six  members.  The  committee  expressed  appreciation  for  information 
concerning  the  church  but  due  to  the  church's  past  history,  the  committee  did 
not  think  it  wise  to  recommend  full  membership  at  this  time.  This  church  was 
reorganized  July  15,  1956.  Only  one  representative  from  this  association  was 
present.  Most  of  the  original  members  previous  to  the  new  organization,  we  were 
told,  had  had  left  the  church.  The  present  membership  unanimously  voted  to 
ask  for  membership  in  this  association  and  the  denomination. 

We  commend  this  church  in  the  steps  they  have  taken  and  we  recommend  that 
the  church  be  received  under  the  watch-care  of  the  association,  as  is  often  the 
custom,  and  full  membership  be  deferred  pending  the  decision  of  the  member- 
ship committee  or  action  of  the  association  at  its  next  annual  meeting.  We 
invite  the  church  to  attend  all  our  denominational  meetings  and  to  submit  its 
reports  to  the  association. 

REPORT  OF  WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook 

As  we  look  back  over  the  year  that  has  just  passed  in  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  work;  let  us  measure  our  efforts  by  the  eight  aims  that  are  given  in  our 
' '  Aims  for  Advancement. ' ' 

1.  World  Awareness.  We  can  be  rich  in  the  knowledge  of  missions  and  needs 
of  the  world  over  by  having  well  planned  programs,  missionary  reading  and 
interesting  mission  study  classes.  Subscriptions  to  our  magazines  are  far  too 
low  in  the  W.M.S.  and  also  the  auxiliaries.  We  had  141  mission  books  taught, 
while  only  1,261  approved  books  read.  Surely  we  need  to  listen  more  intently 
to  the  words  of  II  Timothy  2:15:  "  Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God, 
a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed;  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth." 

2.  Spiritual  Life  Development.    Our  spiritual  growth  depends  much  upon  our 
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prayer  life.  Some  of  our  societies  do  not  observe  the  Weeks  of  Prayer  for 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions.  Many  needs  are  not  met,  and  many  missionaries  are 
disappointed  because  we  did  not  pray,  and  did  not  give  emphasis  upon  the  Prayer 
Calendar.    Our  Lord  said,  **Ask  and  ye  shall  receive.  ..." 

3.  Christian  Witnessing.  As  we  look  around  we  need  to  see  the  conditions 
in  our  own  community,  Samaria,  first.  Our  work  is  made  stronger  when  we  lift 
the  spiritual  level  in  our  own  community.  This  year  we  had  86  organizations 
participating  in  planned  community  missions. 

4.  Sharing  Prossessions.  Unlimited  opportunities  are  given  us  to  share  the 
many  blessings  God  has  given  us  by  tithing,  giving  through  the  Cooperative 
Program,  and  the  weeks  of  prayer  offerings.  To  date  we  have  listed  1,323 
tithers.   Let  us  not  stop  until  we  can  widely  acclaim,  ' '  Every  Baptist  a  Tither. ' ' 

5.  Educating  Youth  In  Missions.  The  missionaries  of  tomorrow  are  in  our 
churches  today.  We  have  31  Sunbeam  Bands,  39  Girl's  Auxiliaries  and  15  Young 
Woman's  Auxiliaries.  We  have  added  8  new  young  people's  organizations  this 
year.  Our  young  people  are  most  important,  let's  be  busy  educating  them  to  the 
best  things  in  life. 

6.  Enlistment  for  Missions,  Each  society  should  accept  the  challenge  of 
bringing  every  unenlisted  woman  into  this  great  task  that  is  set  before  us.  We 
have  27  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  in  our  Association.  Three  of  these 
were  organized  this  year.  We  pray  that  the  other  three  churches  will  see  the 
light  of  W.  M.  U.  and  at  the  meeting  next  year  we  can  proudly  and  praisingly 
say,  "Every  church  in  the  Theron  Eankin  Association  has  a  W.  M.  S.,  Sunbeam 
Band,  Girl's  Auxiliary  and  Young  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

7.  Leadership  Training.  We  become  more  efficient  because  of  leadership 
training.  West  Hickory  Church  was  host  to  the  Regional  Leadership  Conference 
on  September  12.  The  attendance  from  the  Theron  Eankin  was  very  gratifying, 
as  we  gathered  into  eleven  different  conferences  for  seven  and  one-half  hours  of 
training. 

8.  Reporting  Advancement.  Records  and  reports  help  us  take  a  backward 
glance,  but  also  a  forward  look.  As  we  see  the  108  organizations  with  a  member- 
ship of  2,676,  may  we  also  see  that  there  is  much  more  to  be  done.  Praising 
for  the  past  is  only  good  if  it  inflames  us  with  a  fervency  for  the  future.  We 
have  12  Churches  out  of  the  27  that  have  a  Pull-graded  W.  M.  U.  We  had  4 
Honor  Organizations:  They  were,  2  Intermediate  G  A's  (First  Church,  Newton 
and  First  Church,  Hickory)  and  2  Y.  W.  A's  (Viewmont  and  First  Church, 
Hickory).  As  we  advance  into  the  new  year,  may  our  aim  be  and  our  goal 
set  for  an  ' '  Honor  W.  M.  U. "  in  every  church  of  the  Theron  Eankin  Association. 

REPORT  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

J.  D.  Greene 

Officers 

ClerTc — Miss  Helen  Cater 
Treasurer — Heath  B.  Marsh 
Historian — J.  D.  Greene 

Sunday  School  Superintendent — T.  W.  Nelson 
Training  Union  Director — William  E.  Melvin 
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Brotherhood  President — Eobert  Rhoney 

W.  M.  U.  Superintendent — Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook 

Director  of  Music — Hendley  Ellington 

Trustees — T.  P.  Pruitt,  R.  T.  Boatwright,  M.  S.  Brittian 

Publicity — J,  Howard  Gates 

Committees 

Program — Moderator,  Director   of  Music,   Host  Pastors,  Pastor  First, 

Hickory,  Mrs.  Robert  Cody 
Membership — Albert  A.  Young,  J.  D.  Compton,  J.  Louis  Price,  James 

Helvey,  B.  A.  Cooper 
Eesolutions — C.  L.  Pickler,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  M.  L.  Ross,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans, 

Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh 

Extension — O.  Jack  Murphy,  Turner  Keys,  Heath  B.  Marsh,  Allen  Bolick, 
James  Wilder 

Finance — Heath  B.  Marsh,  M.  L.  Hastings,  Perry  Abernathy,  E.  M.  Suggs, 
R.  T.  Boatwright 

Place  and  Preacher — Larry  Penley,  Ted  Starnes,  Gordon  Taylor,  Russell 

Fisher,  W.  B.  Duncan 
Christian  Life — James  Helvey,  V.  C.  Martin,  A.  H.  Field,  E.  F.  Robinson, 

George  T.  Greenway 
Evangelism — B.  R.  Holbrook 

Homes  for  Aging — Mrs.  W.  T.  Stevenson 
Baptist  Hospital — George  G.  Flowers 
Baptist  Children's  Homes — Ted  L.  Starnes 
Christian  Education — Mrs.  James  Helvey 

Chairman  Enrolment  Committee  for  1958  Session — Berry  Lafone 
American  Bible  Society — Miss  Irene  Covington 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Heath  B.  Marsh 
To  members  of  the  Theron  Rankin  Association. 

Your  finance  committee  has  the  following  recommendations  to  make: 

1.  The  expenses  of  the  Central  Training  School  should  be  included  in  the 
regular  budget  of  the  Association. 

2.  The  item  "Brotherhood"  should  be  omitted  from  the  budget.  Any  men's 
organization  in  a  church  will  be  stronger  if  it  is  self-supporting. 

3.  All  church  treasurers  mail  their  check  to  H.  B.  Marsh  before  the  end 
of  the  quarter,  month  or  year  that  they  represent. 

4.  That  we  continue  to  increase  our  gifts  to  the  extent  that  we  will  accumu- 
late enough  money  in  the  near  future  to  purchase  a  lot  for  a  mission 
church. 

5.  That  all  allocated  money  in  the  budget  which  is  not  spent  during  the 
associational  year  be  put  into  the  Missions  fund. 
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6.  That  all  churches  in  the  Assocaition  make  every  possible  effort  to  meet 
their  financial  obligations  without  asking  for  help  from  the  Associational 

budget. 

We  feel  that  your  new  suggested  budget  is  planned  to  take  care  of  the  needs 
of  the  different  departments  adequately,  even  though  we  have  reduced  certain 
items.  We  were  able,  because  of  experience  gained  in  the  year  just  passed, 
to  more  ably  plan  this  budget. 

We  will  appreciate  any  suggestions  which  you  may  offer  from  time  to  time. 
Our  greatest  need  in  Catawba  County  now  is  for  more  Baptist  churches  reaching 
more  people. 

REPORT  OF  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

T.  W.  Nelson 

Jesus  established  the  Church.  He  commissioned  it  in  Matthew  28:19-20  which 
in  part  says,  "Teach  them  to  observe  all  things,  whatsoever  I  have  commanded." 
A  properly  functioning  Sunday  School  guarantees  that  the  Bible  will  be  taught. 
Effective  Bible  study  leads  naturally  to  intensive  effort  toward  reaching  people, 
winning  them  to  Christ  and  into  Christian  service. 

This  year,  our  Theron  Eankin  Association  reports  30  Sunday  Schools,  11,402 
enrolled  in  Sunday  School,  an  increase  of  2  percent  over  last  year,  19  churches 
observing  January  Bible  Study  Week,  26  Vacation  Bible  Schools  and  an  active 
Sunday  School  organization.  We  have  three  Standard  Sunday  Schools  this 
year  which  is  a  gain  of  one. 

The  State  Sunday  School  Department  reports  a  total  of  3,266  Sunday  Schools, 
The  Sunday  School  enrolment  at  the  close  of  1956  was  736,635.  There  were 
2,764  Vacation  Bible  Schools  reported  during  1956.  Thirty-five  thousand,  nine 
hundred  training  awards  were  earned  in  1,192  churches  last  year.  The  state 
goals  for  1957-58  are  as  follows: 

People  An  enrolment  gain  of  30,000 

Children  3,000  Vacation  Bible  Schools 

Training  50,000  awards  in  1,400  churches 

Enlargement  150  churches  moving  from  class  to  department  schools 

Efficiency  75  Standard  Sunday  Schools  and  10  Standard  Associations 

Missions  100  new  Sunday  Schools 

Our  Goals  for  our  Association: 

At  least  one  new  church  in  our  association 
48  Training  Schools  in  our  churches 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 
October  11,  1956-October  11,  1957 
H.  B.  Marsh 


Church 

Contributions 

Budget 

All  Causes 

1957-58 

Brookford   

  89.30 

90.00 

Catawba   

  113.51 

132.00 

Claremont   

  36.52 

30.00 

Conover   

60.00 

Corinth   

  78.71 

132.00 

Hickory,  Calvary  

  3.00 

120.00 

Community   

  32.76 

60.00 

East  Hickory   

  160.24 

168.00 

First   

  1,058.85 

1,140.00 

Highland   

  412.40 

540.00 

Longview   

  94.28 

90.00 

Oakland  Hgts  

  49.36 

90.00 

Penelope   

  370.48 

576.00 

Springs  Eoad   

24.00 

Temple   

  50.96 

168.00 

Viewmont   

  525.00 

540.00 

W.  Hickory   

  520.00 

600.00 

Hildebran   

  240.00 

300.00 

leard   

  120.60 

144.00 

Mountain  Grove   

  124.57 

120.00 

Newton  First  

  416.54 

540.00 

North  Newton   

  154.91 

180.00 

Oxford  Community   

  21.58 

30.00 

Oyama   

  32.47 

24.00 

  84.10 

90.00 

Sandy  Eidge   

  145.50 

132.00 

  28.50 

24.00 

Sweetwater   

  42.50 

60.00 

Warlick's   

  121.87 

120.00 

Wayside  

  55.00 

48.00 

Total   

 $5,183.51 

$6,372.00 

Misc.  Eeceipts    514.41 

Bal.  in  Bank  10/11/56    802.09 

Total    $6,500.01 


DEPARTMENTAL  BUDGET 

Disbursements     Budget  1957-58 

Sunday  School    86.24  100.00 

Training  Union    121.45  125.00 
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Woman's  Missionary  Union   

Brotherhood  

Printing  and  Postage   

The  Baptist  Hour   

Churches  Entertaining  Assn  

B.S.U.  Lenoir  Ehyne   

Direct  Missions   

Scholarship   

Minutes   

Clerk   

Treasurer   

Miscellaneous   

Central  Training  School   

Totals   

Total  Expenses  10/11/56-10/11/57 


150.00 


150.00 


75.67 
936.00 
250.00 

50.00 


175.00 
470.77 
200.00 
50.00 
565.60 


200.00 
936.00 
250.00 
100.00 
2,661.00 
350.00 
500.00 
200.00 
50.00 
250.00 
500.00 


.$3,130.73 


$6,372.00 


$3,130.73 


Balance  in  Bank  10/11/57 


$3,369.28 


REPORT  OF  TRAINING  UNION 


James  Helvey 


The  Theron  Kankin  Association  began  its  second  year  with  27  churches 
reporting  Training  Unions.  At  the  end  of  this  second  year  only  26  churches 
reported  Training  Unions.  But  though  one  Training  Union  was  lost,  enrolment 
and  average  attendance  increased  in  the  others:  3,007  enrolled  last  year,  3,210 
enrolled  this  year;  1,672  average  attendance  last  year  1,809  average  attendance 
this  year.  Sandy  Eidge  reports  the  best  average  attendance  for  the  second 
straight  year:  121  out  of  an  enrolment  of  137,  about  88%. 

First  Church,  Hickory  again  leads  in  the  number  of  study  course  awards 
earned  with  173,  but  Viewmont  has  moved  into  a  strong  second  from  last 
year's  ninth  place.  The  top  ten  in  order  of  awards  earned  this  year  are  First, 
Hickory,  Viewmont,  First,  Newton,  North  Newton,  East  Hickory,  Highland, 
Hildebran,  First,  West  Hickory,  Penelope  and  Mountain  Grove.  With  a  total  of 
1,180  Training  Union  awards  for  the  year  the  Theron  Eankin  Association  will 
again  be  listed  among  the  "notable  one  thousand"  associations  earning  over 
1,000  Training  Union  awards  as  recognized  by  the  Training  Union  department  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

"M"  Night  was  observed  by  our  association  for  the  first  time  as  the  Theron 
Eankin  Association  in  December  of  1956  with  approximately  600  persons  in 
attendance  at  the  First  Church,  Hickory.  Dr.  Eric  C.  Eust  of  the  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kentucky  was  the  featured  speaker. 

Though  no  associational  tournaments  were  held  this  past  year,  representatives 
were  sent  to  the  Eegional  tournaments  in  Junior,  Intermediate  and  Young 
People's  events.  Jeanette  Teague,  Peggy  Perkins,  Janice  Martin  of  Sandy 
Eidge  Church  participated  in  the  state  Junior  Memory  Work  Drill  and  Miss 
Anne  Campbell  of  Hickory,  First  Church  reached  the  state  Intermediate  Sword 
Drill.  But  Miss  Sybil  Sharpe  of  the  First  Church,  Hickory  won  regional^,  state 
and  southwide  honors  being  declared  a  winner  in  the  Young  People's  Better 
Speaker's  Tournament  at  Eidgecrest. 
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In  addition  to  a  number  of  local  Training  Union  Study  Courses  and  12  local 
Youth  Weeks,  some  of  our  churches  sent  a  total  of  66  registrants  to  our  three 
Training  Union  assemblies:   Kidgecrest,  Fruitland  and  Caswell,  this  summer. 

Training  Unions  this  past  year  in  many  local  churches  have  gone  remarkably 
ahead.  As  a  whole  the  associational  Training  Union  has  hardly  held  its  own. 
The  year  ahead  offers  an  opportunity  for  our  best  record  yet  but  it  will  require 
more  work,  adequate  leadership  and  thorough  cooperation. 

REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY 

Mrs.  Wayne  Elder 

The  Bible  speaks  today  is  not  just  a  slogan.  It  really  does  speak  to  the 
heart  of  each  of  us  who  read  it.  Through  the  work  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  millions  of  people  throughout  the  world  are  able  to  read  the  Bible.  In 
order  for  the  Bible  to  speak  to  the  heart  of  each  of  us,  it  must  be  translated 
into  many  languages. 

The  missionary  uses  his  Bible  as  his  chief  source  of  information  and  inspira- 
tion. The  Bible  itself  is  a  missionary.  It  can  go  where  the  human  missionary 
cannot  go,  and  it  can  stay  long  after  the  human  missionary  must  leave.  The 
Bible  can  be  read  by  people  of  all  nations  and  it  is  our  one  hope  of  bringing 
the  people  of  the  world  closer  and  closer  to  each  other. 

Here  are  some  statistics  on  the  work  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  During 
the  year  1956,  the  American  Bible  Society  distributed  more  than  fifteen  million 
volumes  of  scripture  throughout  the  world.  It  contributed  thirteen  hundred 
Bibles  and  other  volumes  of  scripture  to  be  used  by  the  Hungarian  refugees 
who  came  into  the  United  States.  It  donated  one  million  volumes  of  scripture 
to  be  used  by  the  chaplains  in  their  work  with  the  armed  forces.  The  American 
Bible  Society  rejoiced  in  the  translation  and  publishing  of  the  Bible  into  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  languages.  The  complete  Bible  was  translated 
and  published  in  two  hundred  and  ten  languages;  a  complete  testament  into 
two  hundred  and  seventy  languages;  and  a  complete  gospel  or  other  book  into 
six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  additional  languages.  The  American  Bible  Society 
also  published  in  Braille  and  on  talking  book  records,  the  Bible  and  other 
scriptures  to  be  used  by  the  blind.    These  books  are  also  sent  overseas. 

Southern  Baptists  support  the  American  Bible  Society  because  it  helps  our  mis- 
sionaries. It  gives  to  them  scriptures  and  other  literature  to  be  used  in  their 
work. 

Here  are  more  statistics.  During  1956,  Southern  Baptist  churches,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  eight  and  one-half  million  people,  gave  to  the  American  Bible  Society, 
$120,732.  On  the  other  hand  the  Methodist  churches  with  a  membership  of 
nine  and  one  quarter  million  people,  gave  $177,447.  Not  only  did  they  give  more 
than  Southern  Baptists,  but  they  gave  more  per  person.  Southern  Baptists  can 
lead  in  this  work  if  every  church  will  give.  Here  are  some  suggestions  for  our 
churches.  Country  and  village  churches  should  give  from  $10.00  to  $25.00  per 
year;  small  city  churches  from  $5.00  to  $100.00;  larger  churches  from  $100.00 
to  $200.00;  and  great  churches  from  $200.00  to  $500.00  per  year. 

Hebrews  10:14  says,  "Let  us  consider  one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and 
good  works."  Let  us  consider  these  facts  prayerfully  and  give  our  support  to 
the  American  Bible  Society. 
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REPORT  ON  BAPTIST  LITERATURE 

Larry  Penley 

Good  reading  brings  knowledge  and  knowledge  brings  understanding.  And 
out  of  understanding  comes  the  power  to  live  wisely.  Baptists  work  together  in 
a  great  spiritual  democracj'.  But  no  democracy  can  live  unless  its  people  keep 
informed  and  inspired  by  the  right  kind  of  reading.  "Give  attention  to  reading," 
urged  Paul  to  the  early  Christians.  "Blessed  is  he  that  readeth,"  declared  the 
Apostle  John  in  Ms  last  message. 

The  printed  page  is  more  powerful  than  bombs  and  bullets  to  conquer  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  men.  Never  before  has  so  much  reading  matter  been  before 
the  eyes  of  the  people,  as  today.  Baptists,  like  others,  are  often  tempted  to 
stop,  look,  buy  and  read — from  the  stream  of  poison  that  floAvs  from  the  many 
publishers  bent  on  selling  more  and  more  of  their  unclean  books,  magazines  etc., 
to  enrich  themselves  as  they  care  little  for  the  evil  effects  of  their  wares. 

An  immense  volume  of  excellent  Christian  literature  comes  from  Baptist 
presses.  It  is  said  that  no  denomination  in  America  has  so  fine  a  selection  of 
Christian  literature  as  Southern  Baptists  have  today  for  every  age,  spiritual 
interest  and  need.  The  aim  of  it  all  is  to  inform,  enlist,  unify,  teach  and  inspire 
the  people  for  greater  service  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  good  readers  of  Baptist  literature  are  the 
most  successful  Baptists.  People  always  do  more  when  they  know  more.  And 
as  they  read,  they  lead.  As  they  are  informed,  they  are  inspired.  People  usually 
are  not  interested  in  and  will  not  support  that  which  they  do  not  know  about. 

REPORT  OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  BAPTIST  HOSPITAL 

Mrs.  Egbert  Boatwright 

Our  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital  is  dedicated  to  the  service  of  those  in 
need  of  medical  care,  the  education  of  young  people  in  various  branches  of 
medical  service,  and  the  bearing  of  a  Christian  witness  throughout  North  Carolina 
and  the  world. 

Once  more  it  has  set  a  new  record  in  its  ministry  to  sick  people.  Last 
year  it  provided  123,000  days  of  bed  care  for  15,784  patients.  There  were  61,000 
visits  to  the  out-patient  clinics  and  60,000  visits  to  the  private  clinics.  Service 
patients  came  from  92  of  the  100  counties  of  our  State.  This  represents 
specialized  medical  care  in  twenty-five  different  fields  of  medicine  and  surgery. 
It  represents  the  services  of  skilled  medical  specialists  and  specal  equipment 
in  each  of  these  fields.  It  represents  a  medical  staff  and  equipment  which, 
because  of  the  many  skills  and  the  large  investment  involved,  cannot  be  provided 
except  in  such  a  medical  center.  It  provides  medical  service  of  the  highest 
order  for  our  people  in  North  Carolina,  whatever  their  financial  circumstances 
may  be. 

The  new  Cobalt  machine  is  in  full  operation,  providing  treatment  for  about 
35  cancer  patients  each  day.  Our  very  fine  plastic  surgeon  is  doing  highly 
skilled  work,  and  our  heart  surgeon  has  performed  successfully  some  of  the 
newest  and  most  difficult  heart  operations  known.  These  services  are  typical  of 
those  offered  by  our  Baptist  Hospital. 
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If  a  person  wishes  to  go  to  the  Baptist  Hospital  for  treatment,  it  is  necessary 
that  an  appointment  be  made  in  advance.  When  an  appointment  is  requested, 
accurate  information  must  be  given  as  to  the  general  nature  of  the  patient's 
problem  and  whether  he  needs  to  go  through  the  out-patient  clinic,  rather  than 
as  a  private  or  full-pay  patient.  The  out-patient  department  is  open  to  persons 
who  are  not  able  to  pay  the  full  cost  of  their  medical  care.  In  cases  of 
emergency,  or  the  need  for  immediate  hospitalization,  a  local  physician  should 
always  call  or  write  the  hospital  in  order  that  he  may  give  the  medical  informa- 
tion required  before  the  proper  arrangements  can  be  made.  If  a  person  will 
not  be  able  to  pay  his  full  hospital  bill  when  he  leaves  the  hospital,  definite 
financial  arrangements  should  be  made  when  he  is  admitted  to  the  hospital  and 
not  left  until  later.  This  can  prevent  misunderstanding  and  unnecessary  hard- 
ship. 

It  appears  now  that  our  churches  of  the  State  have  made  their  largest  Mother's 
Day  offering  this  year.  We  are  grateful  for  this  because  the  needs  for  help  have 
been  greater  than  they  have  ever  been  before.  Let  us  share  in  the  ministry 
of  our  Baptist  Hospital  by  giving  generously  of  our  prayers,  our  love  and  our 
money. 

REPORT  OF  BROTHERHOOD 

Egbert  E.  Ehoney 

The  men  of  the  Theron  Kankin  Association  have  been  active  in  the  Brother- 
hood organization  of  the  churches  during  the  past  year.  There  have  been  at 
least  two  new  Brotherhoods  organized  during  the  past  year.  This  brings  the 
total  to  about  twenty-two  churches  in  the  Association  that  now  have  Brother- 
hoods. 

The  men  of  the  Brotherhoods  have  assumed  the  full  responsibility  of  sponsor- 
ing the  Eoyal  Ambassador  chapters  in  the  churches  and  are  doing  a  good  job. 
Many  of  the  Brotherhoods  have  had  a  Father-Son  banquet.  These  have  proved 
profitable  both  to  the  men  and  boys. 

In  many  instances  the  Brotherhoods  have  conducted  Laymen's  Eevivals, 
cottage  and  all  night  prayer  meetings  in  preparation  for  revivals. 

We  have  had  a  total  of  four  Associational  Brotherhood  meetings  during  the 
past  year  with  an  average  attendance  of  fifty-three.  The  laymen  have  had 
active  parts  on  the  programs. 

It  is  encouraging  to  see  the  men  of  the  Theron  Eankin  Association  taking  a 
part  in  the  Lord's  work  through  the  Brotherhoods. 

REPORT  ON  THE  MINISTER'S  RETIREMENT  PLAN 

E.  F.  Sullivan 

After  thirty-nine  years  the  work  of  the  Eelief  and  Annuity  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  continues  to  grow.  More  than  16,000  pastors  and 
denominational  workers  are  actually  enrolled  in  one  of  the  Eetirement  Plans — 
an  increase  in  1956,  alone,  of  1,885. 

A  total  of  nearly  $2,000,000  was  paid  in  benefits  last  year.  There  were 
3,174  retired  ministers  who  received  $1,626,211.59.  The  remaining  $320,443.24 
went  to  1,474  aged  preachers  and  widows  as  grants  in  direct  relief. 
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As  of  July  1,  North  Carolina  has  911  enrolled  in  one  of  the  Retirement  Plans. 
Of  these  311  are  active  participants  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Protection  Plan. 
The  other  600  are  active  members  of  the  old  North  Carolina  Retirement  Plan, 
which  was  closed  to  new  members  on  January  1,  1956.  We  had  about  25 
members  to  reach  retirement  age  last  year,  and  annuities  have  been  set  up 
for  these.  About  10  have  died  during  the  year  and  their  widows  are  now 
drawing  benefits. 

The  dues  are  paid  cooperatively.  The  church  pays  at  the  rate  of  5%  of 
the  pastor's  salary  up  to  $4,000.  The  pastor  pays  5%,  increasing  when 
over  60,  and  another  after  70.    The  State  Convention  matches  the  pastor's 

dues.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  a  pastor  or  a  church  not  availing  themselves 
of  the  security  provided. 

For  further  information  write  Rev.  Ottis  Hagler  at  301  Hillsboro  Street, 
Raleigh,  N.  C. 

REPORT  OF  N.  C.  BAPTIST  HOMES  FOR  AGING 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan 

This,  the  seventh  year  of  operation  of  the  Baptist  Homes  for  the  Aging,  has 
been  the  greatest  year  of  expansion,  thanks  to  North  Carolina  Baptists  for  their 
increased  support. 

The  new  Administration  and  Residential  Building  was  opened  June  13.  All 
rooms  are  now  occupied,  except  four  in  the  infirmary,  which  are  reserved  for 
residents  who  will  need  them. 

The  new  building  increased  facilities  to  112  residents,  counting  residents  at 
Resthaven  and  the  Albemarle  Home.  It  also  added  half  a  million  dollars  to  the 
value  of  the  assets  of  the  Homes  for  the  Aging. 

Another  forward  step  was  taken  in  July  when  the  General  Board  voted 
unanimously  to  accept  the  offer  of  Don  G.  Matthews,  Sr.,  Hamilton,  N.  C.  to 
give  $50,000  and  land  on  which  to  build  a  Home  for  the  Aging  in  Eastern 
Carolina.  This  fourth  Home  will  probably  add  space  for  approximately  forty 
additional  residents,  thus  bringing  the  total  capacity  of  all  Homes  to  150 
residents. 

Two  Wills  have  been  probated  in  Forsyth  County  in  which  the  Homes  were 
remembered  with  sizable  gifts  when  received.  Word  has  come  of  other  Wills 
in  which  the  Homes  will  share. 

A  total  of  about  eighty -five  thousand  ($85,000)  dollars  has  been  received 
from  the  February  Special  Day  Offering.  This  represents  an  average  of  ten 
(10c)  cents  per  Baptist — 850,000  in  number.  Theron  Rankin  Association  $1,084.- 
36— May  31. 

The  challenge  facing  the  Homes  for  the  Aging  at  present  is  to  finish 
paying  for  the  new  building.  Although  the  Baptist  State  Convention  authorized 
that  the  Homes  might  borrow  up  to  $175,000  to  finish  paying  for  the  construction 
and  equipping  the  new  building  on  Reynolds  Park  Road,  Winston-Salem,  actually, 
it  was  only  necessary  to  borrow  $100,000.  Surely,  with  all  North  Carolina 
Baptists  responding  with  a  generous  Special  Day  Offering  on  the  third  Sunday 
of  February,  1958,  and  with  continued  gifts  coming  in  from  other  sources  as 
they  have  in  the  past,  this  balance  should  be  paid  within  the  year.  Accordingly, 
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if  every  pastor  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  will  urge  the  members 
of  each  church  to  give  to  this  worthy  cause,  the  Baptist  Homes  for  the  Aging 
should  be  free  of  debt  by  the  end  of  1958. 

The  residents,  and  all  connected  with  the  Homes,  are  deeply  grateful  for  the 
support  received  in  the  past  and  thankful  to  God  for  His  favor  and  blessings 
year  by  year.    The  ages  of  the  residents  range  from  65  to  97  years. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill 

The  Executive  Committee  held  three  meetings  during  the  year  and  attended 
to  the  various  items  of  business  that  ordinarily  comes  before  such  a  body. 
The  following  is  worthy  of  note : 

1.  Endorsed  the  application  of  Startown  and  Oyama  churches  for  financial 
aid  from  our  state  mission  board. 

2.  Set  Tuesday  night  after  the  third  Sunday  in  each  month  as  "Associational 
Night"  and  urged  all  churches  to  clear  their  calendar  and  reserve  this  night 
for  the  work  of  the  association.  At  the  same  time  we  urge  all  our  associational 
organizations  to  hold  their  meetings  on  this  night. 

3.  Endorsed  the  suggestion  that  each  church  in  our  association  set  aside 
Friday  night  of  each  week  as  "Family  Night"  with  the  hope  that  more  atten- 
tion will  be  given  to  the  home  and  the  family  and  that  our  families  will  plan  to 
spend  this  evening  together. 

4.  Accepted  the  date  for  simultaneous  revival  as  March  23-April  6,  1958  and 
we  urgently  urge  all  churches  to  participate  in  it. 

5.  Put  the  Feb.  24-28,  1958  Central  Training  School  in  the  budget  with  the 
hope  that  this  will  be  continued  each  year. 

6.  Eeceived  and  endorsed  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  for  the 
officers  and  committees  for  next  year. 

7.  Mission  project. 

Probably  the  one  single  item  that  claimed  our  attention  the  most  and  about 
which  the  least  was  done,  though  we  did  try,  was  the  projected  mission  on 
highway  127  beyond  Viewmont.  The  Extension  Committee  agreed  on  a  proposed 
lot,  and  price  of  lot,  but  all  those  who  owned  a  share  in  it  would  not  agree 
to  sell  and  this  project  failed.    To  date  no  other  suitable  lot  has  been  found. 

It  was  proposed  and  voted  that  the  moderator  appoint  a  committee  to  supervise 
the  taking  of  a  census  in  the  area,  but  with  an  association  wide  censue  in 
view  for  next  February  no  definite  action  was  taken.  If  the  association  so  directs, 
we  will  move  forward  on  that  project  now. 

The  proposed  area  has  been  toured  and  inspected  by  our  Secretary  of  State 
Missions,  Dr.  E.  L.  Spivey,  and  by  our  State  Missions  Committee  Chairman, 
C.  O.  Greene  of  Lawndale,  and  both  were  enthusiastic  about  the  possibility 
of  a  Baptist  Church  in  the  community.  There  are  good  indications  that  we 
can  get  some  $2,000  from  a  special  mission  fund  for  this  work  provided  we 
can  get  something  under  way  during  this  calendar  year. 

Any  further  delay  will  mean  that  desirable  sites  will  be  harder  to  find  and 
the  prices  will  go  up.  We  have  been  hampered  by  lack  of  funds  with  which 
to  acquire  property.    If  all  our  churches  will  join  in  supporting  the  work  with 
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something  more  than  just  token  gifts  we  can,  and  will,  establish  Baptist  churches 
from  time  to  time  in  all  areas  where  they  are  needed  when  they  are  needed. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CHILDREN'S  HOMES 

James  M.  Wilder 

James  tells  us  that  one  of  the  marks  of  "pure  and  undefiled  religion"  is  to 
care  for  the  orphan.  For  many  years  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Children's 
Homes  have  rendered  valuable  service  in  this  capacity.  At  present,  four  major 
types  of  service  are  offered:  (1)  Institutional  Care  in  Mills  Home  and  Kennedy 
Home,  (2)  Mothers'  Aid  to  children  who  remain  with  their  own  mothers,  (3) 
Foster  Family  Care  to  children  who  are  kept  in  good  Christian  families,  and 
(4)  Family  Counseling  to  families  whose  children  are  in  the  care  of  the 
Children's  Homes. 

Since  a  constantly  increasing  number  of  children  are  coming  from  broken 
homes,  the  complexity  of  ministering  to  these  children  has  reached  new  propor- 
tions. The  present  facilities  and  fields  of  service  of  our  Children's  Homes  are 
being  expanded  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  an  effort  to  meet  the  multiplied  demands 
placed  upon  them. 

Since  the  income  for  the  Children's  Homes  from  Church  budgets,  Once-a- 
Month  Offerings,  and  the  Cooperative  Program  is  a  fixed  amount,  the  only 
way  to  meet  the  ever  increasing  need  for  child  care  is  through  a  more  liberal 
Thanksgiving  Offering.  With  more  North  Carolina  Baptists  earning  more 
money  than  ever  before  and  giving  more  generously  than  ever  to  our  total 
program,  every  church  is  urged  to  encourage  a  larger  over-and-above  offering 
for  the  Children's  Homes  at  Thanksgiving. 

Charity  and  Children,  the  publication  of  The  Children's  Homes,  is  to  be 
commended  for  the  wonderful  contribution  that  it  is  making,  not  only  to  The 
Children's  Homes,  but  to  our  Baptist  program. 

Our  enlarged  support  of  the  Children's  Homes  today  will  do  much  to  help 
develop  more  Christian  men  and  women  for  the  world  of  tomorrow. 

REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

J.  Howard  Cates 

During  1956-57  we  have  seen  the  launching  of  World  Missions  Year  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  There  has  been  an  advance  in  all  areas  of 
world  missions.  During  1956  one  hundred  twenty-one  missionaries  were  ap- 
pointed for  service  overseas — the  largest  number  of  appointments  ever  made 
in  one  year.  From  January  to  May,  1957,  forty-nine  appointments  were  made, 
bringing  the  number  of  foreign  missionaries  in  active  service  to  1,154.  The 
appointment  goal  for  1957  is  130.  The  board  expects  to  reach  its  Advance  goal 
of  1,750  missionaries  by  1964. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  entered  three  additional  countries  in  1956 — 
Tanganyika  and  Kenya  in  East  Africa  and  East  Pakistan  in  the  Indian  continent. 
Missionaries  now  live  in  211  centers  in  38  geographical  areas  of  the  world. 
The  work  in  these  areas  is  carried  on  through  various  instituitions  on  each 
mission  field — churches,  schools,  hospitals,  publication  plants,  good  will  centers. 
However,  the  goal  of  each  activity  is  evangelization. 
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Pastors  on  the  mission  fields  include  119  missionaries  and  1,480  nationals. 
Nearly  all  the  churches  have  Sunday  Schools  and  many  have  other  chureh- 
affiliated  organizations.  The  2,730  churches  and  5,099  out-stations  report  3,864 
Sunday  Schools  with  292,929  pupils  enrolled.  The  churches  report  361,859 
members  with  24,423  baptisms  during  the  year.  Evangelism  has  gone  forward 
in  a  fine  way.  During  a  city-wide  crusade  in  Hong  Kong,  75,000  people  heard 
the  gospel  with  over  2,500  making  decisions  for  Christ.  Plans  are  under  way 
for  large-scale  evangelistic  efforts  in  1957  in  Japan,  Fomosa  nnd  other  lands. 

A  new  high  has  been  reached  in  the  number  of  volunteers  for  mission  service. 
Hundreds  of  young  people  have  dedicated  themselves  to  go  wherever  God  may 
lead  and  are  keeping  in  touch  with  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  However,  there 
is  a  desperate  need  for  additional  nurses.  Elmer  S.  West,  Jr.,  the  Board's 
secretary  for  missionary  personnel,  says  "There  are  compelling  needs  for  five 
times  as  many  (nurses)  as  we  have  prospects  for  appointing." 

The  accelerated  advance  in  world  missions  may  be  seen  also  in  the  mission 
giving  of  Southern  Baptists.  The  total  income  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
for  1956  was  $12,733,681.  The  significance  of  this  figure  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  in  1952  the  total  income  of  the  board  was  barely  eight  million  dollars. 
Funds  from  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  (May  1,  1956  to  May  1,  1957) 
amounted  to  $5,240,745. 

In  order  to  undergird  our  Advance  in  Missions  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention, meeting  at  Chicago  in  May  1957  adopted  the  following  recommendations: 

1.  That  every  church  contril)ute  to  world  missions  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  on  the  basis  of  a  percentage  of  the  total  budget  and  that  this 
percentage  be  increased  regularly. 

2.  That  a  goal  for  2  per  cent  increase  in  the  total  budget  for  world  missions 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  be  set  for  each  year  beginning  in  1957 
and  climaxing  in  the  Jubilee  Year,  1964. 

Your  church  may  have  a  vital  part  in  our  World  Mission  Advance  by 
following  these  recommendations.  Let  us  support  our  mission  program  by  our 
gifts  and  our  prayers. 

REPORT  ON  STATE  MISSIONS 

Clarence  L.  Pickler 

State  Missions  is  the  missionary  effort  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina  Baptists 
to  reach  the  unsaved  for  Christ,  to  enlist  the  saved  through  teaching  and  training 
in  our  churches  for  Kingdom  service  in  our  State  and  through  the  world. 

Only  about  2,000,000  of  the  4,300,000  people  of  our  State  above  the  age 
of  eight  years  are  affiliated  with  some  church.  Of  these  1,900,000  above  the  age 
of  eiglit  are  unchurched.  If  25  per  cent  of  the  affiliated  church  members  are 
unsaved,  then  over  62  per  cent  of  the  people  in  our  State  over  eight  years  are 
lost.    Therefore,  our  task  has  just  begun. 

We  have  over  830,000  Baptist  church  members  in  North  Carolina.  Perhaps 
40  per  cent  of  these  are  enlisted  and  are  being  trained  in  Christian  living  and 
giving.  This  means  60  per  cent  of  our  church  members  are  not  dedicated  to 
the  Christian  profession.  This  should  be  a  challenge  to  each  church  in  our 
State  Baptist  Convention. 
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Our  people  need  to  be  taught  and  trained.  Therefore,  many  of  the  significant 
phases  of  State  Missions  work  are  promoted  through  the  Sunday  School,  Training 
Union,  Brotherhood,  Royal  Ambassadors,  Church  developement  and  Music  Depart- 
ment. 

Another  phase  of  State  Missions  is  the  Department  of  evangelism  that 
seeks  to  inspire  Pastors  and  churches  to  evangelize  their  own  communities.  Last 
year  North  Carolina  Baptist  churches  baptized  more  people  than  any  other  State 
except  Texas.  Through  State  Missions  last  year  about  180  pastors  received 
better  training  at  Fruitland.  Also  refresher  courses  were  offered  this  summer 
at  Mars  Hill  and  Wingate  Colleges  during  the  weeks  of  Christian  Study  and 
fellowship  with  approximately  500  attending. 

Other  areas  of  need  for  State  Missions:  The  Allied  Church  League,  The 
Silent  People,  The  camp  and  assembly  at  Fruitland  and  Caswell,  Church  Planning 
and  Baptist  Student  Centers.  These  are  only  a  part  of  the  22  ministries  of 
State  Missions. 

May  God  help  us  to  lead  North  Carolina  to  become  a  Christian  State. 

REPORT  ON  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

J.  Louis  Price 

Christian  Education  stands  for  Christian  environment,  Christian  teachers, 
Christian  character.  Christian  truth  and  makes  Christ  the  center  of  the  school, 
college  or  university. 

Southern  Baptists  recognize  the  importance  of  a  trained  leadership  and 
support  our  schools,  whether  college,  university  or  seminary,  in  order  that  we 
may  have  a  trained  Christian  leadership. 

Southern  Baptists  have  more  than  sixty-six  institutions  of  learning  with  an 
enrolment  of  more  than  fifty-gve  thousand  students.  Of  this  number  more 
than  twelve  thousand  are  ministerial  students  or  volunteers  for  religious  work. 

North  Carolina  Baptists  own  and  control  seven  colleges.  They  are  Wake 
Forest,  Chowan,  Meredith,  Mars  Hill,  Campbell,  Wingate  and  Gardner-Webb. 
In  these  colleges  there  are  over  five  thousand  students.  These  institutions  help 
provide  a  trained  leadership  for  North  Carolina  Baptists  who  now  number 
over  829,000. 

Our  churches  need  to  give  more  adequate  support  to  these  colleges.  With 
the  increasing  cost  of  education,  with  increasing  student  bodies  and  with  competi- 
tion from  state  supported  institutions,  more  generous  support  is  greatly  needed. 
We  urge,  therefore,  our  churches  to  support  the  Cooperative  Program  and  also 
we  would  urge  Baptists  of  means  to  make  special  donations  to  our  colleges. 
With  nearly  half  the  church  members  of  the  State  Baptists,  we  are  educating 
in  Baptist  institutions  only  about  one  third  of  our  Baptists  students. 

Let  us  support  our  institutions  and  pray  for  them,  for  out  of  them  will  come 
most  of  our  preachers,  missionaries  and  educated  church  and  denominational 
leaders  of  tomorrow. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

James  M.  Wilder 
I 

In  as  mucli  as  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association  in  its  second  session 
has  been  entertained  by  West  Hickory  Baptist  Church  and  Mountain  Grove 
Baptist  Church  we  wish  to  express  appreciation  to  these  churches  and  their 
pastors  for  their  hospitality  and  gracious  entertainment. 

Furthermore,  we  express  gratitude  to  our  moderator,  song  leader,  clerk  and 
all  who  labored  for  and  participated  in  this  second  associational  meeting. 

II 

Whereas,  we  are  opposed  to  the  sale  and  use  of  alcoholic  beverages  in  every 
form,  be  it  resolved  that  we  renew  our  efforts  to  rid  the  county  and  country 
of  this  curse  that  is  responsible  for  inestimable  heartaches,  sorrow,  destruction 
and  death. 

Ill 

Whereas,  the  sale  of  degenerating  and  suggestive  magazines  is  causing  an 
increase  in  immorality  and  a  deterioration  of  common  decency,  be  it  resolved 
that  we  seek  in  every  possible  way  to  remove  such  mental  poison  from  the  news 
stands  of  our  various  communities. 

IV 

Whereas,  the  practice  of  working  on  the  Lord's  Day  is  a  desecration  of  the 
day  and  contrary  to  principles  held  by  the  Christian  community,  be  it  resolved 
that  we  go  on  record  as  re-affirming  our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  the  Lord's 
Day. 

V 

Whereas,  both  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  are  promoting  the  Forward  Program  of  Church  Finance, 
be  it  resolved  that  the  Association  request  the  State  Convention  to  conduct  a 
clinic  in  this  area  at  the  earliest  time  possible  regarding  this  Program,  so  that 
the  Pastors  and  any  interested  laymen  may  have  the  opportunity  of  any  train- 
ing necessary  for  the  launching  of  this  program  in  the  local  church  and  that  the 
churches  be  encouraged  to  give  this  matter  prayerful  study. 

VI 

Whereas,  the  action  of  the  trustees  of  our  two  Senior  Colleges  regarding 
dancing  has  produced  discord  and  confusion  in  our  North  Carolina  Baptist  State 
Convention,  which  has  resulted,  among  other  things,  in  a  noticable  decrease  in 
gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program,  be  it  resolved  that  this  association  deplore 
this  action  of  the  trustees. 

REPORT  ON  HOME  MISSIONS 

B.  A.  Cooper 

The  1957  report  of  Home  Missions  must  of  necessity  deal  with  the  1956 
figures.  At  the  beginning  of  1957  the  Home  Missions  Board  reported  1,180 
missionaries,  and  increase  of  81  over  the  previous  year.    Professions  of  faith 
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reported  by  the  missianaries  numbered  39,458,  and  increase  of  1,983  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  Home  Missions  Board's  income  for  1956  was:  from  the  Cooperative 
Program,  $2,027,370;  Annie  Armstrong  Offering,  $1,574,891;  and  from  designated 
gifts:  $127,761;  Total  $3,730,027. 

Among  new  personnel  additions  at  the  headquarters  office  are  Clovis  A.  Brant- 
ley as  assistant  secretary  in  the  Department  of  Direct  Missions,  "William  B. 
Mitchell,  Superintendent  of  Jewish  Work,  and  Wendell  Belew^  director  of  church- 
sponsored  mission  work. 

Among  the  major  emphases  during  1957  the  Board  will  continue  its  effort 
to  enlist  every  church  in  an  evangelistic  ministry  and  every  member  to  participate 
in  soul-winning.  Conservation  of  results  will  be  pursued.  All  work  of  the 
Board  is  in  full  co-operation  with  all  other  agencies  of  the  denomination.  The 
"30,000  Program,"  with  its  challenge  to  constitute  10,000  new  churches  and 
establish  20,000  additional  mission  stations  in  seven  years,  will  receive  major 
emphasis  not  only  throughout  the  year  but  for  the  duration  of  the  Third 
Jubilee  of  Baptists. 

Increased  loan  funds  are  greatly  needed.  Minority  groups:  Indians,  Negroes 
and  language  groups  will  receive  major  attention.  The  Board  has  set  a  goal 
of  1,050  missionaries  serving  minority  groups  by  1964. 

The  City  Missions  Program  is  to  be  enlarged  with  the  entry  by  the  Board 
into  a  new  major  city  every  year  if  possible;  the  rural  church  program  had 
major  emphasis  in  1956  and  efforts  wiU  be  intensified  constantly;  pioneer  areas 
call  for  extensive  interest  and  work;  special  groups  and  needs,  such  as  the 
deaf,  the  Jews,  migrants,  broken  homes,  juvenile  delinquents  and  a  ministry  to 
military  personnel,  challenge  the  best  leadership  of  the  Board's  missionaries. 

Promotion  and  education  made  great  demands  on  the  Home  Mission  Board's 
staff  because  of  increased  interest,  filmstrips,  motion  pictures,  maps,  mission 
study  books,  tracts,  picture  packets,  publicity,  the  magazine  and  all  other  projected 
and  published  materials  have  been  improved  and  the  demands  have  been  tre- 
mendous. Schools  of  Missions  and  assignment  of  home  missionaries  to  fulfill 
increasing  demands  have  afforded  missionary  information  and  inspiration. 

The  Chaplains  Commission  reported  421  chaplains  on  active  duty  and  11,074 
professions  of  faith  recorded  in  their  ministry. 

Home  missionaries  were  instrumental  in  starting  729  new  missions  and  con- 
stituting 296  new  churches. 

The  greatest  need  of  the  Board  is  expressed  in  the  single  statement:  We  need 
your  prayers  and  personal  interest,  a  larger  proportion  of  the  church  budget 
dollar,  a  wider  interest  in  tithing,  missionary  volunteers  committed  to  Home 
Missions  and  a  share  in  every  Southern  Baptist's  consecration. 

REPORT  OF  HISTORIAN 

Albert  A.  Young 

This  report  does  not  carry  a  great  deal  of  history,  but  simply  some  of 
the  highlights  in  some  of  our  churches  the  past  year.  It  is  also  an  attempt 
to  keep  up  to  date  the  history  of  the  association  from  year  to  year.  Many 
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of  the  facts  mentioned  in  this  report  do  not  carry  specific  dates,  but  did  occur 
during  the  past  church  year. 

At  this  point  we  note  that  Catawba  church  called  Reverend  B.  A.  Cooper 
as  pastor,  Eeverend  R.  K.  Benfield  resigned  at  Hickory  First  Church  after  a 
pastorate  of  14  years  to  go  to  Morganton  First  Church.  Highland  organized 
the  Highland  Mission  into  Springs  Road  Church  March  3,  1957  and  granted  69 
letters  to  this  new  church.  Longview  became  debt  free  during  the  year.  Temple 
Church,  relatively  new  in  our  association,  purchased  property  adjacent  to  the 
church  consisting  of  a  lot,  six-room  house,  garage  and  workshop.  This  church 
also  recently  called  Reverend  William  S.  Elliott  as  pastor.  Viewmont  Church 
purchased  a  house  and  lot  adjacent  to  their  present  church  property  and  called 
Miss  Ruth  Durham  as  Minister  of  Music  and  Education.  West  Hickory  com- 
pleted a  new  pastorium  valued  at  $30,000.  Icard  Church  called  Reverend  Olin 
D.  Hefner  as  pastor  and  Oyama  called  Reverend  Harold  D.  Whitener  as  pastor. 
Providence  completed  a  pastorium,  called  Reverend  M.  L.  Ross  as  pastor  and 
went  to  full  time  in  June  of  1957.  Highland  Church  completed  a  pastorium 
during  the  year  and  called  J.  Howard  Gates  as  pastor.  Catawba  rebuilt  two 
assembly  rooms,  installed  two  electric  water  coolers  and  remodeled  old  part  of 
church  building.  Hickory  First  Church  purchased  the  Wooten  property  across 
Fourth  Street,  N.W.  from  their  present  property. 

EVANGELISM 

O.  Jack  Murphy 

There  was  never  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  world  when  the  need  of 
evangelism  was  greater  than  it  is  now.  In  a  world  of  fear,  distrust,  racial 
animosities,  materialism  and  uncertainty,  the  Saviour  who  commissioned  the 
church  to  make  disciples,  is  the  Saviour  who  also  said,  "I  came  that  you  might 
have  life  and  that  you  might  have  it  more  abundantly."  He  has  the  answer  to 
difficulties  of  a  disillusioned  and  disturbed  world,  and  that  answer  is  found  in 
His  saving  and  cleansing  power — a  new  relationship  with  Him. 

It  is  evident  today  that  our  churches  need  to  be  stirred  to  a  new  zeal 
in  personal  witnessing.  The  joy  of  witnessing  belongs  to  every  Christian. 
Salvation  is  ours  to  share.  Every  church  should  set  up  a  plan  and  a  program 
of  evangelism,  find  the  lost  in  the  community,  make  specific  plans  for  personal 
witnessing,  give  frequent  opportunities  in  the  Sunday  School  for  pupils  to  make 
decisions  for  Christ,  and  plan  at  least  one  revival  meeting  a  year.  WTien  we 
"attempt  great  things  for  God  we  can  expect  great  things  from  God." 

God  has  blessed  the  work  in  our  association  this  year.  We  have  10,666  mem- 
bers of  our  churches  and  we  have  had  468  baptisms  reported,  a  ratio  of  1  soul 
won  for  every  22.8  members  of  our  churches. 

The  chief  task  of  the  church  is  to  make  disciples — to  teach  and  train  and 
make  more  disciples.  It  is  a  never-ending  task.  We  must  win  people  to  Christ 
at  a  more  rapid  rate  than  we  are  now  doing,  or  America  will  be  a  pagan  country 
in  the  course  of  years. 

How  shall  we  accomplish  this  task?  We  must  take  the  Great  Commission 
seriously,  we  must  have  a  plan  and  a  program,  and  we  must  join  our  hearts 
in  cooperative  efforts  to  fulfill  that  plan.  Southern  Baptists  have  such  a  plan 
and  wherever  the  program  has  been  projected,  God  has  blessed  it. 
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Such  a  plan  we  are  following  in  the  Spring  of  1958,  March  23-April  6,  when 
every  church  in  this  association  will  be  enlisted,  we  trust,  to  have  a  revival 
beginning  at  the  same  time.  The  Steering  Committee  is  already  at  work  and  in 
the  fulness  of  time  every  church  will  be  consulted  with  reference  to  this  great 
crusade  for  Christ.  When  every  church  in  this  association  is  engaged  in  a 
revival  simultaneously  and  when  a  solid  front  in  soul  winning  efforts  is  projected 
by  the  thousands  of  Baptists  among  us,  that  ratio  for  soul  winning  will  change 
and  the  name  of  Christ  will  be  exalted. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CITIZEN 
V.  C.  Martin 

The  people  of  Catawba  County  are  very  anxious  to  express  their  views  on 
the  question  of  the  legal  sale  of  beer  and  wine,  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  In 
cooperation  with  the  Citizens  Committee  For  Good  Government  the  churches  of 
the  Theron  Rankin  Association  have  been  working  to  make  such  a  vote  possible. 
At  the  present  we  are  circulating  our  third  petition,  our  first  petition  was 
rejected  because  of  an  insufficient  amount  of  signatures,  according  to  the 
election  board  of  Catawba  County.  The  second  petition  was  accepted,  after 
several  attempts  were  made  to  prove  it  invalid.  However,  due  to  some  state 
laws  which  were  made  in  favor  of  the  beer  and  wine  people,  they  have  been  able 
to  keep  us  from  voting  on  this  all  important  issue.  We  have  not  given  up  and 
we  will  not  give  up  until  this  issue  is  decided  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  In  the 
weeks  and  months  to  follow,  let  us  join  together,  and  march  forward  as  good 
soldiers  of  the  Cross  of  Christ  until  we  have  won  the  victory  over  this  enemy 
of  Christ  that  has  been  placed  in  our  midst  without  our  consent. 

1957  ANNUAL  MEETING  W.M.U. 
Newton  First,  April  26,  1957 

The  Annual  Woman's  Missionary  Union  Meeting  was  held  April  26,  1957 
at  Newton  First  Church  using  as  the  theme  for  the  program:  "The  Field  Is  the 
World." 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans  of  Hickory,  Associational  W.M.U.  Superintendent,  presided. 

Mrs.  E.  K.  Benfield  presented  piano  music  at  the  opening  session  at  9:50 
a.m.  Mrs.  Howard  Gates  led  the  opening  devotions  using  verses  of  scripture  taken 
from  Acts  and  Eomans. 

Words  of  welcome  were  spoken  by  Eev.  James  Wilder,  pastor  of  the  host 
church  followed  by  a  cordial  welcome  from  the  President  of  the  W.M.U.  of 
the  church,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Stevenson. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed:  Courtesy,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Link,  Mrs. 
Gladys  Berry,  Mrs.  Larry  Penley.  Time  and  Place,  Mrs.  I.  W.  Phillips,  Mrs. 
Van  Foster,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Whitener. 

In  reviewing  the  year's  work  Mrs,  B.  E.  Holbrook,  associate  supt.,  reported 
three  new  societies  organized,  these  being  Community,  Oxford  and  Longview. 

After  a  brief  report  from  the  different  Chairman  and  Counselors,  Mrs. 
W.  K.  McGee,  State  President  of  the  W.M.U.  gave  a  challenging  message  on 
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"Ways  to  Witness,"  followed  by  an  inspiring  message  from  Mrs.  Noble  Y. 
Beall,  Home  Mission  Board  on  "Good  Tidings — To  All  People." 

The  benediction  was  given  by  Eev.  Fritz  Hemphill.  A  bountiful  picnic 
lunch  was  served  by  the  host  church. 

Mrs.  Fritz  Hemphill  led  the  meditation  period  for  the  afternoon  session. 

During  the  business  period  the  association  was  invited  to  meet  with  Penelope  in 
1958. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Link  expressed  appreciation  of  the  privilege  of  meeting  with 
Newton  Church. 

Mrs.  Perry  Starnes  presented  the  list  of  officers  for  the  year.  These  were 
elected.    Eev.  Latt  Beshears  led  a  dedicatory  prayer. 

Mrs.  JefP  Burns,  Catawba  River  Association  gave  the  afternoon  message. 


3n  ifMemon'am 


CATAWBA— Mr.  D.  H.  Webber, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pope 

CORINTH— Mrs.  Worth  Whitener 

HICKORY,  CALVARY— Mrs. 
Claude  Hollar,  Mr.  J.  L.  Seitz 

HICKORY,  FIRST— Mr.  W.  L. 
Goodson,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Walker,  Mr. 
R.  G.  Campbell,  Mr.  T.  P.  Lewis, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Patrick,  Mrs.  R.  L. 
White,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Jarrett,  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Crouch,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hovis, 
Mrs.  Tom  Sides,  Mr,  C.  0.  Beach 
(Deacon),  Mrs.  E.  H.  Umstead, 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Morrison,  Mrs.  A. 
C.  Pritchard 

HICKORY,  HIGHLAND— Mr.  L. 
A.  Campbell,  Mr.  Ira  Lee  Chas- 
tain 

HICKORY,  LONGVIEW— Mr.  L. 
S.  Hasque,  Mrs.  Gerald  Clark 

HICKORY,  PENELOPE— Mr. 
Donald  Ray  Jones,  Mrs.  Luther 
R.  Frye,  Mr.  Jesse  Turner 
Queen,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Robinson, 
Mr.  Raymond  Brittian,  Mrs.  T. 


B.  Hull,  Mrs.  Laura  Stames, 
Mrs.  Artie  Huffman,  Miss  Cha- 
ney  Mays 

HICKORY,  TEMPLE— Mr.  James 

Rinck 

HICKORY,  VIEWMONT— Mr. 
Arliss  James  Horton,  Jr. 

HICKORY,  WEST  HICKORY— 
Mrs.  John  Gross,  Mr.  Billy  Hol- 
lar, Mr.  Jack  Setzer 

HILDEBRAN,  FIRST— Mrs.  L.  A. 
Burns,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Bridges 

I  CARD — Mrs.  Herman  Franklin, 
Mr.  Rex  Bollinger 

NEWTON,  FIRST— Mrs.  E.  B. 
Howell,  Mr.  Ernest  Wilson 

NEWTON,  NORTH— Mr.  C.  T. 
Bumgarner 

OXFORD  COMMUNITY— Mrs. 
Anna  Reid 

PROVIDENCE— Mrs.  Jane  White- 
ner 


Church  Directories 


PASTORS 

The  names  and  addresses  of  the  pastors  of  this  association  are  contained  in 
statistical  table  A. 


ORDAINED  MINISTERS,  NOT  PASTORS,  HOLDING  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE 
CHURCHES  OF  THERON  RANKIN  ASSOCIATION 


Name 

Address 

Church 

Andrews,  Victor  L.  (R)  

Bragg,  J.  L.  (O.M.)  

438  E.  20th  Street,  Newton  

Hildebran  

North  Newton 
Hildebran,  First 
Penelope 
Longview 
Penelope 

Temple 
Warlicks 
First,  Hickory 
War  lick's 
Icard 

West  Hickory 
Mountain  Grove 
Temple 

Bryant,  Wade  (I)  

Chester,  0.  S.  (O.M.)  

Connor,  D.  H.  (I)  

Crapps,  Dr.  Robert  W  

Crump,  Zeno  (I)  

Downs,  T.  G.  (S)  

Gilbert,  Frank  (I)  

Huffman,  M.  A.  (O.M.)  

918  Lenior  Road,  N  W,  Hickory.  .  .  . 

169  29th  St.  S  W,  Hickory  

765  21st  St.  S  W,  Hickory  

4  Furman  Faculty  Apts. 

Greenville,  S.  C  

Route  2,  Connelly  Springs  

Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake  Forest 

Route  2,  Connelly  Springs  

Icard  

Reep,  Jay  (O.M.)  

2820  1st  Avenue,  N  W,  Hickory 
Route  1,  Hickory  

Sullivan,  E.  F.  (R)  

1920  North  Center  St.,  Hickory 

ASSISTANT  PASTORS  OR  EDUCATIONAL  DIRECTORS 

Name 

Address 

Church 

Durham,  Miss  Ruth  

c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory. . . 
47  14th  Street,  S  E,  Hickory  

Hickory,  First 
Viewmont 

MINISTERS  ORDAINED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Name 

Address 

Church 

McCurry,  Grady  

Wayside 
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Name 


Church 


Bolick,  Hugh  

Craig,  Roy  A  

Edmondson,  Wilbur. 

Kirby,  Larry  

Pitman,  W.  R.,  Jr. .  . 
Powell,  James  M.,  Jr. 

Sigmon,  John  F  

Suggs,  Julian,  III . . . 


Route  1,  Hickory  

310  12th  Street,  N  W,  Hickory  

Box  372,  Conover  

Route  1,  Hickory  

67  27th  Street,  N  W,  Hickory  

Valdese  

Gardner- Webb  Col.,  Boiling  Springs 
147  13th  Avenue,  N  W,  Hickory .  .  . 


Wayside 
Wayside 
Conover 
Wayside 
Longview 
Wayside 
West  Hickory 
Hickory,  First 


DIRECTOR  OF  ADUIO-VISUAL  AIDS 


Church 


Name 


Address 


Hickory,  First 
Viewmont .... 
West  Hickory . 
North  Newton 
Sandy  Ridge .  . 


A.  Leroy  Newton 
Frank  Poovey. . . 
J.  Herman  Cater 
Bobby  Parkhurst 
E.  C.  Robinson .  . 


348  2nd  Street,  N  E,  Hickory 
Route  2,  Box  507,  Hickory 
P.  0.  Box  552,  Hickory 
Box  98,  Conover 
Route  3,  Hickory 


LIBRARIANS 


Church 


Name 


Address 


Catawba  

Corinth  

Hickory,  Calvary  

"   East  Hickory  

"  First  

"  Highland  

Oakland  Heights 

Penelope  

Viewmont  

West  Hickory .  . 

Hildebran,  First  

Mountain  Grove  

North  Newton  


Mrs.  Locke  Rink  

Mrs.  Ralph  Young .  .  . 
Mrs.  Guy  Huffman. . . 
Miss  Geraldine  Fisher. 
Mrs.  Spurgeon  Young. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Ogren  

Mrs.  A.  A.  Cole  

Mrs.  Clarence  Rhoney 
Mrs.  Roy  Hoffman .  .  . 

Jimmy  Wilson  

Martha  Eggers  

Mrs.  H.  J.  Whitener . . 
Mrs.  Fred  Tate  


Catawba 
Route  3,  Vale 

719  19th  Street,  S  W,  Hickory 
134  15th  Street,  S  E,  Hickory 
196  23rd  Street,  N  W,  Hickory 
829  Main  Avenue,  N  E,  Hickory 
219  12th  Avenue,  N  E,  Hickory 
3633  1st  Avenue,  S  W,  Hickory 
Route  3,  Hickory 

1143  Main  Ave.  Dr.,  N  W,  Hickory 

Hildebran 

Route  1,  Hickory 

2030  N.  Shipp  Avenue,  Newton 
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PIANIST  OR  ORGANIST 


Chubch 


Namb 


Address 


Brookford  

Catawba  

Claremont  

Conover  

Corinth  

Hickory,  Calvary  

"  Community  

"   East  Hickory  

"  First  

Highland  

Longview  

Oakland  Heights. 

Penelope  

Temple  

Viewmont  

West  Hickory . . . 
Hildebran,  First ....... 

Icard  

Mountain  Grove  

Newton,  First  

"  North  

Oxford  Community  

Oyama  

Providence  

Sandy  Ridge  

Springs  Road  

Start  own  

Sweetwater  

Warlick's  

Wayside  


Mrs.  W.  C.  Laney. . . 
Mrs.  Jack  Wilson . . . 

Chariot  Fox  

Mrs.  Junie  Tuggle. . . 
Mrs.  Roy  Stallings . . 
Mrs.  Larry  Overcash. 


Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson  

Mrs.  Kenneth  Little  

Mrs.  E.  L.  Guthrie  

Mrs.  Lloyd  Pitman  

Barbara  Brooks  

Mrs.  Mayo  Weaver  

Miss  Judy  Barbour  

Miss  Shirley  Branch  

Mrs.  Enloe  Young  

Irene  Sain  

Mrs.  Amos  Lingerfelt  

Mrs.  Charles  Lee  Huffman . 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Winecort  

Mrs.  Peggy  Cunningham. . 

Mazel  Pope  

Mrs.  Garland  Caldwell  

Mrs.  M.  S.  Brittian  

Mrs.  Emmett  Huffman  

Miss  Gail  Stafford  

Christine  Bumgardner. . .  . 

Patsy  Houston  

Elizabeth  Marlow  

Nancy  Kirby  


161  20th  Avenue,  S  W.  Hickory 

Catawba 

Statesville 

Route  1,  Newton 

Route  1,  Hickory 

19th  Street,  S  W,  Hickory 


122  16th  Street,  S  E,  Hickory 

407  4th  Avenue,  N  W,  Hickory 

1118  8th  Street,  N  E,  Hickory 

Route  2,  Conover 

1673  C  Avenue,  S  E,  Hickory 

P.  0.  Box  72,  Hildebran 

770  3rd  Ave.  PL,  S  E,  Hickory 

423  23rd  Avenue,  N  E,  Hickory 

2324  2nd  Avenue,  N  W,  Hickory 

Hildebran 

Icard 

Route  4,  Hickory 

113  W.  7th  Street,  Newton 

Route  2,  Conover 

Route  1,  Conover 

Route  2,  Conover 

Route  4,  Hickory 

305  20th  Avenue,  N  E,  Hickory 

Route  2,  Hickory 

Route  1,  Newton 

10th  Ave.  Dr.,  N  E,  Hickory 

Route  1,  Hickory 

Route  1,  Hickory 


HISTORICAL  TABLE 


Year         Place  of  Meeting 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher  of 
Annual  Sermon 

1956  Hickory.  First; 

Hildebran,  First  

1957  West  Hickory; 

Fritz  D.  HcmphiU  

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

V.  C.  Martin 
0.  Jack  Murphy 

Statistical  Tables 
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Directory  of  Association 

"  1958-59 

OFFICERS 

J.  Howard  Gates,  Moderator  858  8th  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

B.  A.  Cooper,  Vice-Moderator  P.  0.  Box  114,  Catawba 

Miss  Helen  Cater,  Cleric  P.  O.  Box  552,  Hickory 

Heath  B.  Marsh,  Treasurer  3024  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

J.  D.  Greene,  Historian  Koute  5,  Lakewood,  Hickory 

TRUSTEES 

E.  Murray  Tate,  Jr.,  Ch7nn.  3rd  Avenue  Drive,  S.E,,  Hickory 

FoY  T.  Goodwin  Newton 

M.  S.  Brittian  Eoute  4,  Hickory 

ASSOCIATION  AUXILIARIES 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Sunday  School  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  S.E.,  Hickory 

William  E.  Melvin,  Training  Union  Director  Et.  2,  Box  221-A,  Hickory 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook,  W.  M.  U.  President  P.  O.  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Wayne  DeHart,  Brotherhood  President  Box  495,  Annex,  Hickory 

David  O.  Byler,  Director  of  Music  616  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

BOARD  REPRESENTATIVES 

Albert  A.  Young,  General  Board  of  N.  C.  Baptist  State  Convention  Hickory 

Thomas  P.  Pruitt,  Executive  Committee,  Southern  Baptist  Convention .  .  .  Hickory 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Program  Committee:  J.  Howard  Gates,  Chmn.,  858  8th  St.  NE.,  Hickory,  B.  A. 

Cooper,  T.  W.  Nelson,  David  O.  Byler,  Fred  A.  Lane. 
Membership  Committee:  James  Helvey,  Chmn.,  1826  N.  College  Ave.,  Newton, 

J.  D.  Compton,  J.  Louis  Price,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  Matt  L.  Hastings. 
Resolutions  Committee:  William  S.  Elliott,  Chmn.,  825  8th  St.  Dr.  SE.,  Hickory, 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Turbyfill,  V.  C.  Martin. 
Extension  Committee:  O.  Jack  Murphy,  Chmn.,  3310  Main  Ave.  NW.,  Hickory, 

Harold  Deal,  Heath  B.  Marsh,  James  M.  Wilder,  Earl  F.  Shuford. 
Finance  Committee:  Heath  B.  Marsh,  Chmn.,  3024  N.  Center  St.,  Hickory,  Bruce 

Teague,  E.  M.  Suggs,  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Eobert  T.  Boatwright. 
Place  and  Preacher  Committee:  V.  H.  White,  Chmn.,  Box  355,  Hickory,  G.  S. 

Eobinson,  M.  L.  Eoss,  Eay  Childers,  Lee  E.  Furr. 
Christian  Life  Committee:  Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand,  Chmn.,  534  2nd  Ave.,  NW.,  Hick- 
ory, J.  Howard  Gates,  Wayne  DeHart,  George  Hemphill,  Olin  D.  Hefner. 
Nominating  Committee:  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Chmn.,  1205  Main  Avenue  Drive,  NW, 

Hickory,  Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand,  T.  W.  Nelson,  James  M.  Wilder,  William  S. 

Elliott. 
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SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Evangelism  B.  R.  Holbrook,  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Home  for  Aging  Mrs.  W.  T.  Stevenson,  516  4th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Baptist  Hospital  Olin  D.  Hefner,  Icard 

Children's  Homes  Thomas  Atnip,  Box  482,  Claremont 

Christian  Education  L.  Vernon  Connell,  Route  1,  Hickory 

American  Bible  Society  B.  A.  Cooper,  Catawba 

Chairman  of  Enrollment  for  1959  Session  V.  H.  White,  Box  355,  Hickory 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLi 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

O.  Jack  Murphy,  Supt.  of  Evangelism  3310  Main  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Donald  Greene,  Supt.  of  Training  P.  O.  Box  273,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Lindsay  Miller,  Jr.,  Supt.  of  Vacation  Bible  Schools 

57  13th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 
Mrs.  Lindsay  Miller,  Jr.,  Secretary  57  13th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

DEPARTMENT  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Mrs.  Conley  Fox,  Cradle  Roll  Conover 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Slemp,  Nursery  16  18th  Street,  SW,  Hickory 

Mrs,  Thomas  Atnip,  Beginner  P.  O.  Box  482,  Claremont 

Mrs.  Robert  Rhoney,  Primary  P.  O.  Box  152,  Hildebran 

Mrs.  William  S.  Elliott,  Junior  825  8th  St.  Drive,  SE,  Hickory 

Bruce  Huffman,  Intermediate  Route  2,  Conover 

Connelly  Robinson,  Young  People  Route  2,  Conover 

G.  S.  Robinson,  Adults  1446  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

V.  C.  Martin,  Extension  1830  12th  Avenue,  NE,  Hickory 

TRAINING  UNION 

William  E,  Melvin,  Director  Route  2,  Box  221-A,  Hickory 

William  S.  Elliott,  Associate  Director  825  8th  St.  Drive,  SE,  Hickory 

Albert  A.  Young,  Pastor-Advisor  97  18th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Joe  Beckom,  Secretary  %  Viewmont  Baptist  Church,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Mack  Stafford,  Chorister  Route  2,  Box  133-E,  Hickory 

Jimmy  Wilson,  Pianist  1143  Main  Ave.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Frank  Poovey,  Audio-Visual  Aids  Associate  2044-B  6th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

DEPARTMENT  LEADERS 

Clemmie  Self,  Adults  1606  E.  Avenue,  SE,  Hickory 

R.  Paul  Kercher,  Young  People  534  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Bruce  Huffman,  Intermediates  Route  2,  Conover 

Charles  Wagner,  Jr.,  Junior  Route  2,  Box  324,  Hickory 

Miss  Shirley  Anne  Church,  Primary  Route  1,  Box  11-A,  Connelly  Springs 

Mrs.  Roger  Cooke,  Beginner  748  8th  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Leslie  Brittian,  Nursery  Route  1,  Newton 

Group  Leaders:  Harry  E.  Forbes  635  W.  6th  Street,  Newton 

Richard  G.  Reese  303  9th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

W.  K.  Truett  1417  1st  Avenue  Place,  NW,  Hickory 

Ted  DeRhodes  P.  O.  Box  266,  Hickory 
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WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook,  Superintendent  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Mrs.  Carl  Buchanan,  Associate  Superintendent  .  836  4th  St.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Secretary  826  9th  Avenue  Place,  NE,  Hickory 

Miss  Tennie  Freeman,  Secretary  127  14th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Rose  Wolff,  Mission  Study  421  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Community  Missions 

1205  Main  Ave.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  J.  Howard  Gates,  Stewardship  858  8th  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Dale  Wilson,  Prayer  Chairman  Icard 

Mrs.  Carl  W.  Fye,  Y.  W.  A.  Director  Route  1,  Newton 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Vickers,  G.  A.  Director  Newton 

Mrs.  Floyd  I.  Davis,  Sunbeam  Director  Route  1,  Newton 

Mrs.  Bruce  Huffman,  Literature  Route  2,  Conover 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson,  Chorister  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  L.  p.  Frans,  Carver  School  of  Missions  and  Margaret  Fund 

Country  Club  Road,  Hickory 

BROTHERHOOD 

G.  Wayne  DeHart,  President  P.O.  Box  495,  Annex,  Hickory 

Robert  E.  Rhoney,  Program  Vice-President  P.  O.  Box  152,  Hildebran 

James  E.  Clay,  Promotion  Vice-President  406  11th  Street,  SW,  Hickory 

Donald  E.  Greene,  Attendance  Vice-President  P.  O.  Box  273,  Hickory 

Hendley  Ellington,  Song  Leader  549  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

V.  H.  White,  Secretary-Treasurer  P.  O.  Box  355,  Hickory 

Ray  Childers,  Royal  Ambassador  Leader  Hildebran 

Bruce  Huffman,  Boyal  Ambassador  Leader  Route  2,  Conover 

Advisory  Committee:  T.  W.  Nelson,  O.  Jack  Murphy,  J.  D.  Compton 

MUSIC 

David  O.  Byler,  Director  616  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand,  Pastor-Advisor  534  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Fred  A.  Lane,  Director  of  Congregational  Activities 

114  34th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 
Alex  F.  Hegenbart,  Director  of  Instrumental  Activities 

810  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 
Hendley  Ellington,  Director  of  Training ....  549  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 
Harry  E.  Forbes,  Director  of  Graded  Choir  Activities 

%  First  Baptist  Church,  Newton 
Miss  Helen  Cater,  Director  of  Publicity  and  Promotion.  .P.  O.  Box  552,  Hickory 
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THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Church  Layman  Address 

Brookford — E.  S.  Bolick  Brookford 

Catawba— R.  M.  Morrow  Catawba 

Claremont — W.  A.  Watts  Conover 

Corinth— J.  D.  Wilson  Route  3,  Vale 

Hickory,  Calvary — A.  D.  Lowdermilk  1535  3rd  Avenue,  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Community — 

Hickory,  East  Hickory — Russell  R.  Fisher  134  15th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  First- W.  Phil  Bost  820  3rd  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Highland— V.  H.  White  P.  O.  Box  355,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Longview — John  Munday  407  26th  Street,  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Oakland  Heights— Carl  G.  King ....  714  10th  Street  Blvd.,  NW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Penelope— W.  W.  Aultman  425  5th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Temple — Floyd  Queen  514  5th  Avenue,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Viewmont — Sherman  Fisher  318  31st  Avenue,  NE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  West  Hickory— Ralph  E.  Bolick  151  34th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Hildebran,  First — Perry  Abernethy  Hildebran 

Icard — S.  A.  Carswell  Icard 

Mountain  Grove — W.  A.  Pitts  Route  1,  Hickory 

NeAvton,  First — Perry  Hewitt  2338  N.  Main  Avenue,  Newton 

Newton,  North— W.  W.  Austin  303  W.  21st  Street,  Newton 

Oyama — D.  D,  Granger  Route  2,  Conover 

Providence — M.  S.  Brittian  Route  4,  Hickory 

Sandy  Ridge — E.  L.  Bumgarner  Route  3,  Hickory 

Springs  Road — Warner  Benge  Route  1,  Conover 

Startown — Forest  Bumgarner  Route  1,  Newton 

Sweetwater — Jack  Lingerfelt  21st  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Warlick's — Leon  Lowman  Route  2,  Connelly  Springs 

Wayside 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICES 

1.  This  association  has  no  Baptist  school,  hospital,  encampment,  orphanage, 
state  or  south-wide  agency  or  board  located  within  its  borders. 

2.  There  is  no  W.  M.  U.,  Sunday  School,  Training  Union  or  Brotherhood 
meeting  during  the  sessions  of  our  association.  All  these  meet  at  some  other 
time.  No  minutes  of  their  meetings  were  furnished  the  clerk  for  publication 
except  the  W.  M.  U.  Information  on  their  work  can  be  found  in  their  reports 
to  this  body. 

3.  The  calendar  activities  of  the  association  is  incomplete  at  this  time 
but  will  be  issued  at  a  later  date. 

4.  Reports  to  this  session  of  the  association  are  found  in  the  section  imme- 
diately following  the  Proceedings  of  Association  and  bear  the  name  of  chairman 
of  the  committee  only. 

5.  In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Association  no  mention  is  made  of  a  motion 
for  the  adoption  of  reports.  The  fact  that  they  appear  in  the  minutes  prove  their 
adoption. 


LIST  OF  MESSENGERS 


Brookford  (4)  W.  C.  Laney  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Dewey  Austin,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Holsclaw, 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Laney,  Muriel  Simpson. 
Catawba  (5)  B.  A.  Cooper  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Lena  Eades,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Webber,  Mrs. 

Carl  Wike,  H.  A.  Witherspoon,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Witherspoon. 
Claremont  (3)  Thomas  Atnip  (Pastor),  Robert  R.  Dorsey,  Mrs.  I.  W.  Goans, 

Elmer  Spencer. 

Corinth  (5)  C.  L.  Pickler  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Luther  Costner,  Mrs.  Fred  T.  Foard, 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Pickler,  Miss  Elma  Stallings,  Miss  Velma  Stallings. 
Hickory,  Calvary  (5)  W.  W.  Marr  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Mattie  Seitz,  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Marr. 

Hickory,  Community  (4)  R.  L.  Ball  (Pastor). 

Hickory,  East  (6)  T.  W.  Nelson  (Pastor),  Mrs.  E.  D.  Canipe,  G.  W.  DeHart, 

Mrs.  G.  W.  DeHart,  Mrs.  Joe  Franklin,  Mrs.  John  Friar,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Guthrie. 
Hickory,  First  (17)  Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand  (Pastor),  Philip  Bost,  Mrs.  Carl  Brooks, 

Jr.,  David  O.  Byler,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans,  George  Davis,  Donald  E.  Greene,  J.  D. 

Greene,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Hutto,  E.  L.  Jones,  Mrs.  G.  O.  McKee,  H.  B.  Marsh,  Mrs. 

H.  B.  Marsh,  Mrs.  Jesse  Pope,  Mrs.  Nolan  Sigmon,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Stevenson, 

Dr.  W.  D.  Yelton. 

Hickory,  Highland  (10)  J.  Howard  Gates  (Pastor),  Page  Caldwell,  Mrs.  J. 
Howard  Gates,  W.  B.  Duncan,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Mrs.  R.  A.  EUer,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Ogren,  Mrs.  Levi  Phillips,  Mrs.  B.  K.  Rogers,  Mrs.  M.  C.  TurbyfiU,  V.  H. 
White. 

Hickory,  Longview  (6)  J.  D.  Compton  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Ed  Cook,  Elvin  Cook, 

Mrs.  Wayne  Elder,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Land,  Lloyd  Pittman,  Mrs.  Lloyd  Pittman. 
Hickory,  Oakland  Heights  (4)  Mrs.  Ralph  Bumgardner,  Mrs.  Anderson  Cole, 

Rosa  Hefner,  Mrs.  Berry  Lafone. 
Hickory,  Penelope  (12)  0.  Jack  Murphy  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Julius  Butler,  Mrs. 

O.  T.  Crump,  Mrs.  Fred  Elrod,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Herman,  Fred  A.  Lane,  Mrs.  Fred 

Lane,  Mrs.  J.  D.  McCray,  Mrs.  Paul  Mise,  Mrs.  O.  Jack  Murphy,  Mrs.  Howard 

Penland,  H.  D.  Starnes,  Mrs.  Wilson  Aultman. 
Hickory,  Temple  (6)  W.  S.  Elliott  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Dillon  Cannon,  Mrs.  W.  S. 

Elliott,  J.  Z.  Fulbright,  Cecil  Mull,  Floyd  Queen,  E.  F.  Sullivan. 
Hickory,  Viev^^mont  (12)  Albert  A.  Young  (Pastor),  Mrs.  W.  T.  Deal,  Mrs. 

T.  F.  Digh,  A.  T.  Fox,  Mrs.  A.  T.  Fox,  Floyd  Johnson,  Mrs.  Carroll  Moser, 

Bruce  Teague,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Webster. 
Hickory,  West  (13)  Fritz  D.  Hemphill  (Pastor),  Walter  Cannon,  Mrs.  J.  E. 

Day,  Mrs.  Albert  Gantt,  Herbert  Hulon,  Maurice  Jarrett,  Mrs.  Maurice  Jarrett, 

J.  Louis  Price,  Mrs.  J.  Louis  Price,  Clyde  T.  Robinson,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Rowe, 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Sutherland,  Mrs.  Joe  Ward,  Jack  C.  Williams. 
Hildebran,  First  (8)  B.  R.  Holbrook,  (Pastor),  Jones  F.  Abernethy,  Mrs.  Jones 

Abernethy,  Eddie  Holbrook,  Mrs.  Ernest  Stuart,  Sr. 
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ICARD  (5)  Mrs.  M.  J.  Burns,  Mrs.  G.  C.  King,  T.  C.  Maye,  Mrs.  Koy  Simpson, 
Mrs.  Dale  Wilson. 

Mountain  Grove  (5)  L.  Vernon  Connell  (Pastor),  Wad©  Abee,  C.  S.  Eckard, 

Mrs.  G.  F.  Huffman,  Lena  Leatherman,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Whitener. 
Newton,  First  (10)  James  M.  Wilder  (Pastor),  Harry  Forbes,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Furr, 

Mrs.  Craig  Hilton,  Mrs.  Clyde  McGee,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Vickers. 
Newton,  North  (6)  James  Helvey  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Wade  Bandy,  Mrs.  F.  I. 

Davis,  Mrs.  Harley  Drum,  Carl  Hefner,  Mrs.  Carl  Hefner,  W.  R.  Massey. 
Oyama  (3)   R.  G.  Short  (Pastor),  Mrs.  D.  D.  Granger,  Mrs.  Paul  Lail,  Mrs.  Ben 

Roberts. 

Providence  (4)  M.  L.  Ross  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Ernest  Cline,  Mrs.  Lola  Huffman, 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Ross,  Mrs.  Carrie  Schrum. 
Sandy  Ridge  (6)  V.  C.  Martin  (Pastor),  Mrs.  J.  W.  McMillian,  Mrs.  Guy  Martin, 

Mrs.  V.  C.  Martin,  Mrs.  Donnie  Page,  Mrs.  Roy  Killian,  Jay  Teague. 
Springs  Road  (4)  W.  E.  Melvin  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Warner  Benge,  Harold  Mathis, 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Melvin,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Wagner. 
Startown  (3) 

Sweetwater  (3)  Edwin  Davis,  Mrs.  Edwin  Davis. 

Warlick's  (6)  M.  L.  Hastings  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Clara  Bridges. 

Wayside  (4)  Horace  Harris  (Pastor),  Julius  Cook,  Larry  Kirby,  Ray  Kirby. 


CONSTITUTION 

Adopted  October  25,  1956 

Article  I.  NAME 

This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association. 

Article  II.  OBJECTIVE 
The  objective  of  the  association  shall  be  to  devise  and  implement  plans  for 
the  enlargement  and  accomplishment  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  the  member 
churches  through  fellowship  and  cooperation  with  each  other.  The  association  shall 
seek  to  recommend  measures  for  the  increased  harmony  and  spiritual  power  of 
member  churches.  It  shall  provide  an  organizational  framework  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  missions,  including  education  and  evangelism,  through  the 
program  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Article  III.  AETICLES  OF  FAITH 
The  articles  of  faith  of  this  association,  which  shall  be  the  basis  of  fellow- 
ship and  cooperation,  are  those  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Memphis,  May  14,  1925. 

Article  IV.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  be  composed  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Churches  which  are  members  of  the  present  association. 

Section  2.  The  association  shall  receive  into  its  fellowship  and  program  such 
other  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  as  adhere  to  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  as 
expressed  in  the  Articles  of  Faith  of  the  association,  subscribe  to  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  of  the  association,  and  support  the  Southern  Baptist  and 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Missions  program. 

Section  3.  The  association  shall  withdraw  fellowship  from  member  churches 
upon  their  continual  refusal  to  cooperate  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  objective 
of  the  association. 

Article  V.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  meet  in  regular  session  annually  for  two  days 
in  one  or  more  of  its  member  churches  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the 
business  of  the  association  and  for  the  inspiration  of  member  churches  in  the 
support  of  the  cause  of  missions. 

Section  2.  Upon  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Moderator 
shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  association  when  necessary  with  adequate  notice 
to  all  member  churches. 

Section  3.  Meetings  of  the  association  organizations,  i.e.,  Sunday  School, 
Baptist  Training  Union,  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  Brotherhood,  shall 
be  held  during  the  associational  year  under  the  leadership  of  the  associational 
officers.  The  purpose  of  these  meetings  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the  missionary 
enterprise  through  the  work  of  the  individual  organizations. 
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Article  VI.  OFFICERS 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  Moderator,  Vice-Moderator,  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  Historian,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.  U.  President,  Brotherhood  President,  Director  of  Music,  three  Trustees, 
and  Publicity  Chairman. 

Article  VII.  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
The  standing  committees  of  the  association  shall  be  as  follows:  Executive, 
Nominating,  Program,  Membership,  Eesolutions,  Extension,  Finance,  Time  and 
Place,  Christian  Life,  and  Evangelism. 

Article  VIII.  AMENDMENTS 
This  constitution  may  be  amended  on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  such  amendment, 
alteration  or  repeal  shall  have  been  presented  in  writing  at  the  previous  annual 
meeting. 

BY-LAWS 

Article  I.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  Application  from  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  desiring  member- 
ship in  the  association  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  membership  committee  at 
least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  annual  meeting.  This  committee  shall  report 
on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting.  Messengers  of  the  applying  churches 
may  be  seated  upon  its  acceptance  into  the  membership  of  the  association  by 
two-thirds  majority  vote. 

Section  2.  Member  churches,  at  the  close  of  the  associational  year,  shall 
send  annually  to  the  association  a  report  relative  to  the  location,  dates  of  preach- 
ing, membership,  baptisms,  revivals  and  other  information.  Forms  for  the  gather- 
ing of  this  information  will  be  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  association. 

Article  II.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  held  on  Thursday 
and  Friday  following  the  third  Sunday  in  October. 

Section  2.    The  association  year  shall  close  on  September  30. 

Section  3.  Reports  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  limited  to  300  words. 

Section  4.  Parliamentary  procedure  of  all  meetings  of  the  association  and 
its  Executive  Committee  shall  be  in  accordance  with  Kerfoot's  "Parliamentary 
Practice. ' ' 

Section  5.  Business  sessions  of  the  association  shall  be  composed  of  messen- 
gers from  the  member  churches.  Each  member  church  shall  send  three  messen- 
gers for  the  first  100  members  of  the  church  and  one  messenger  for  each  addi- 
tional 100  members  or  major  fraction  thereof. 

Article  III.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS 
Section  1.    Officers  of  the  association  shall  be  elected  by  majority  vote.  The 
Moderator  and  Vice-Moderator  shall  be  nominated  from  the  floor.    Other  officers 
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shall  be  nominated  by  the  Nominating  Committee.  Nominations  by  the  Nominat- 
ing Committee,  however,  shall  not  preclude  nominations  from  the  floor.  All 
officers  shall  assume  their  duties  at  the  close  of  the  annual  meeting.  Vacancies 
occurring  between  meetings  of  the  association  shall  be  filled  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee upon  nomination  from  the  Nominating  Committee. 

Section  2.  The  Moderator  shall  preside  over  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
association  and  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  may,  by  fraternal 
visitation,  counsel  and  advise  with  the  churches  regarding  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation during  the  year.  He  shall  not  be  eligible  to  succeed  himself  after  the 
third  successive  term.    He  is  ex-officio  member  of  all  committees. 

Section  3.  The  Vice-Moderator  shall  assist  the  Moderator  in  ways  designated 
by  the  Moderator. 

Section  4.  The  Clerk  shall  keep  all  records  of  the  association,  distribute 
report  blanks  to  the  clerks  of  member  churches,  make  accurate  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  body  in  session,  and  prepare  and  issue  the  minutes  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  He  shall  also  serve  as  Clerk 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Section  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive,  deposit  and  disburse  all  funds  of  the 
association  as  designated  by  the  association  or  its  Executive  Committee.  He 
shall  report  quarterly  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  present  an  audited  re- 
port as  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association.  The  Treasurer  shall  calculate  the 
quota  of  each  church  in  the  support  of  the  budget  according  to  the  financial 
plan  of  the  association  and  notify  member  churches  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
quota. 

Section  6.  The  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.  U.  President  and  Brotherhood  President  shall  promote  the  work  of  their 
respective  organizations,  lead  educational  and  inspirational  meetings  for  their 
organizations,  and  encourage  the  organization  of  new  units  in  the  member 
churches  of  the  association. 

Section  7.  The  Director  of  Music  shall  assist  in  developing  better  music 
in  member  churches.  He  shall  be  responsible  for  the  music  at  all  meetings  of  the 
association  and  its  Executive  Committee;  leading  the  music,  providing  ac- 
companiment and  arranging  for  special  music. 

Section  8.  The  Trustees  shall  be  the  legal  representatives  of  the  association 
in  all  matters  relating  to  law,  sign  all  legal  documents  as  directed  by  the  as- 
sociation and /or  the  Executive  Committee.  They  shall  have  the  power,  under 
instructions  of  the  association  and /or  the  Executive  Committee,  to  hold,  buy, 
sell  and  convey  property,  both  real  and  personal  and  to  sign  all  papers  necessary 
for  the  purchase  of  conveyance.  The  Trustees  shall  administer  the  Scholarship 
fund. 

Section  9.  The  Historian  shall  record  as  a  part  of  the  permanent  record 
of  the  association  those  facts  and  events  that  are  of  historical  value  to  the 
association. 

Article  IV.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Section  1.    All  standing  committees  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  elected  annually  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
messengers  present  at  the  annual  meeting.    All  standing  committees,  with  the  ex- 
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ception  of  the  Executive  and  Nominating  Committeees,  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Nominating  Committee.  The  Nominating  Committee,  shall  be  nominated 
from  the  floor. 

Section  2.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  officers  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  pastor  and  one  layman  from  each  church  of  the  association. 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  quarterly  on  Friday 
following  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  second  month  of  each  quarter.  The  duty  of 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  association  between 
its  annual  meetings.  It  shall  supervise  the  work  of  the  standing  committees 
of  the  association  and  be  empowered  to  appoint  such  other  temporary  committees 
as  are  necessary  for  the  effective  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  association. 

Section  3.  The  Nominating  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
nominate  the  officers  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of  the  Executive  and 
Nominating  Committees. 

Section.  4.  The  Program  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members,  including 
the  host  pastor  or  pastors  and  associational  Director  of  Music.  This  committee 
shall  prepare  and  distribute  to  member  churches  a  copy  of  the  suggested  program 
for  the  annual  meeting  at  least  30  days  before  the  meeting. 

Section  5.  The  Membership  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
receive  and  consider  all  petitionary  letters  regarding  churches  seeking  member- 
ship in  the  association.  It  shall  investigate  and  make  recommendations  concerning 
any  complaints  relative  to  the  fellowship  and  cooperation  of  member  churches. 

Section  6.  The  Eesolutions  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
draft  all  resolutions  directed  to  it  and  others  as  it  deems  wise. 

Section  7.  The  Extension  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  The  work 
of  this  committee  shall  be  to  discover  places  for  mission  churches. 

Section  8.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  consist  of  four  members  and  the 
Treasurer  as  ex-officio  chairman.  This  committee  shall  prepare  a  proposed  budget 
for  the  association.  It  shall  also  recommend  a  financial  plan  for  subscribing 
the  budget. 

Section  9.  The  Place  and  Preacher  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members. 
It  shall  receive  invitations  and  recommend  places  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association.  It  also  shall  recommend  a  preacher  and  an  alternate  for  the  annual 
sermon. 

Section  10.  The  Christian  Life  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It 
shall  keep  abreast  of  the  moral  level  of  the  life  of  the  community.  It  shall  lead 
the  association  in  Christian  conduct,  cooperating  with  other  groups,  such  as, 
The  Christian  Life  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  The  Allied 
Church  League,  the  Citizens'  Committee  for  Good  Government,  working  for  the 
moral  improvement  of  the  Christian  life  of  the  community. 

Article  V.  AMENDMENTS 
The  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  business  session  of  the 
association  by  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  a  min- 
imum of  30  days'  notice  have  been  given  to  each  of  the  member  churches. 


Proceedings 
THIRD  ANNUAL  SESSION 


October  23,  1958 
Thursday  Morning 


Viewmont  Church 


1.  The  third  annual  session  of  Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association  convened 
with  the  Viewmont  Church.  Fred  A.  Lane  directed  the  singing  of  ''O  Worship 
the  King"  and  ''Come,  Thou  Almighty  King."  Mrs.  Ralph  Kendall  was  at  the 
organ.   E.  F.  Sullivan  read  from  Isaiah  53  and  led  in  prayer. 

2.  The  Moderator,  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  announced  the  third  session  convened 
for  the  transaction  of  business.  On  motion  it  was  voted  that  those  having  already 
registered  or  those  who  will  register  as  messengers  will  constitute  the  third  an- 
nual session. 

3.  The  host  pastor,  Albert  A.  Young,  extended  a  welcome  to  messengers  and 
visitors.  Also  as  program  chairman,  he  presented  the  program  for  the  sessions 
as  printed  and  a  motion  was  accepted  to  adopt  this  program  with  any  necessary 
changes. 


10:15 — Organization,  Committees,  Business,  etc. 
10:35 — Our  World  Mission  Program 

Christian  Education — James  Helvey 

Christian  Literature — Matt  L.  Hastings 

Ministers  Retirement — V.  C.  Martin 

Baptist  Hospital — George  G.  Flowers 

Children's  Home — Ted  L.  Starnes 

Home  For  The  Aging — Mrs.  W.  T.  Stevenson 

Address :  O.  J.  Hagler,  Raleigh 

11:35— Hymn 

11:40 — Brotherhood  Report  Robert  Rhoney 


PROGRAM 


Viewmont 


Thursday  Morning 


10:00 — Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer 


E.  F.  Sullivan 


Message 
11:55 — Annual  Sermon 
Alternate  


James  R.  Helvey 
 L.  V.  Connell 


12:30— Lunch 


Thursday  Afternoon 


1:45 — Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer 


B.  A.  Cooper 
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2:00 — Sunday  School  Keport.  T.  W.  Nelson 

Message  Jack  Bagwell,  Raleigh 

2:25 — Business  Session 

Reports:  Treasurer,  Trustees,  Budget  Committee,  Clerk,  Executive  Com- 
mittee, Extension  Committee. 

3 : 00 — Evangelism    B.  R.  Holbrook 

Address  Julian  Hopkins,  Raleigh 

3:30 — Adjourn 

Thursday  Evening 

7:15 — Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  G.  Othell  Hand 

Special  Music  by  Association  Choir 

7:30 — Music  Report  Hendley  Ellington 

7:40— W.  M.  U.  Report  Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook 

8 : 00 — Special  Music  Associational  Choir 

8:10 — Foreign  Missions  Report  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans 

Address  Keener  Pharr,  Charlotte 

8:45 — Adjourn 

October  24,  1958 
Friday  Morning 
Providence  Church 

9:45 — ^Praise,  Scripture,  Prayer  Thomas  Atnip 

10:00 — Training  Union  Report  W.  E.  Melvin 

Message 
10:25 — Hymn 
10:30 — Business  Session 

Reports:  Place,  Preacher  Committee,  Nominating  Committee,  Historian, 

Resolution  Committee,  Election  of  Officers. 

10:50 — Report  American  Bible  Society  J.  D.  Compton 

11:00 — Hymn 

11:05 — Home  Mission  Report    William  S.  Elliott 

11:15 — Memorial  Service  J.  Howard  Cates 

11:25 — Miscellaneous  Period 
11:35— Hymn 

11:40 — Christian  Life  Committee  James  Helvey 

Address  Carl  Hemphill,  Thomasville 

12:05 — State  Missions  Albert  A.  Young 

Address  E.  C.  Upchurch,  Raleigh 

12:30— Lunch 

Adjourn 
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4.  The  new  pastors  and  full-time  workers  who  have  come  into  the  association 
since  the  last  annual  session  were  presented.  They  are:  R.  G.  Short,  Thomas 
Atnip,  R.  L.  Ball  and  David  O.  Byler.  Attention  was  called  that  Dr.  G.  Othell 
Hand,  Paul  Kercher  and  Alex  F.  Hegenbart  were  unable  to  be  present  at  that 
particular  time. 

Visitors  from  outside  the  association  were  recognized. 

5.  A  new  plan  of  presenting  reports  (Our  World  Mission  Program)  for  the 
various  agencies  and  institutions  was  used  with  a  mimeographed  book  of  reports 
being  given  to  each  messenger.  Five  minutes  was  given  to  each  section  with 
these  speaking:  Christian  Education:  Harvey  Lance,  Mars  Hill;  Christian  Litera- 
ture: C.  W.  Bazemore,  Ealeigh;  Ministers  Retirement:  V.  C.  Martin,  Hickory; 
Baptist  Hospital:  Dr.  W.  K.  McGee,  Winston-Salem;  Children's  Homes:  Marse 
Grant,  Thomasville;  and  Homes  for  the  Aging:  Charles  Burchette,  Albemarle. 
During  the  remaining  time  O.  J.  Hagler,  Raleigh,  presented  a  message  urging 
us  to  let  the  people  in  our  local  churches  know  what  the  cooperative  program  is 
so  that  they  may  better  understand  what  we  are  doing.  A  demonstration  was 
given  using  people  from  the  congregation  showing  how  the  cooperative  program 
dollar  is  divided. 

6.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymn,  ''Jesus  Shall  Reign,"  Robert  Rhoney, 
retiring  Brotherhood  president,  presented  the  new  president,  Wayne  DeHart. 
Victor  Jones  of  the  North  Carolina  Layman's  Witnessing  Foundation,  was  pre- 
sented and  brought  a  message. 

7.  A  motion  was  adopted  to  adopt  the  reports  that  have  been  presented  as 
printed  in  the  book  of  reports. 

8.  V.  H.  White  reported  enrollment  as  142  messengers  and  74  visitors.  All 
churches  except  two  being  represented. 

9.  Albert  A  Young  made  an  announcement  concerning  the  lunch  to  be  served 
at  the  close  of  the  morning  session. 

10.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymn,  ''Living  For  Jesus,"  L.  Vernon 
Connell  read  from  Matthew  7:10-23;  Acts  1:1-8,  2:1-4;  John  3:10-18.  The  an- 
nual sermon  was  brought  by  James  Helvey,  Jr. 

11.  A  bountiful  meal  was  served  by  the  host  church  at  the  noon  hour. 

Thursday  Afternoon 

12.  The  Hymns,  "Serve  the  Lord  With  Gladness"  and  "Love  Lifted  Me" 
were  sung.    B.  A.  Cooper  read  from  Ephesians  1  and  led  in  prayer. 

13.  T.  W.  Nelson  was  recognized  for  the  Sunday  School  report.  He  presented 
Jack  Bagwell  from  our  State  Sunday  School  department  who  brought  a  message. 

14.  Mr.  Lawson  brought  greetings  from  Gardner-Webb  College. 

15.  Heath  Marsh,  Treasurer,  presented  his  report  as  treasurer  and  the  Finance 
Committee  report.    These  were  adopted.    The  Budget  was  presented  and  adopted. 

16.  The  Trustees'  report  was  adopted  as  presented  by  R.  T.  Boatwright  in  the 
absence  of  T.  P.  Pruitt  who  is  ill, 

17.  The  report  of  the  Clerk  as  printed  in  the  book  of  reports  was  adopted. 

18.  The  following  report  as  brought  by  Membership  Committee  was  adopted: 
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'*It  is  the  considered  opinion  of  the  Membership  Committee  that  fellowship  of 
the  Association  be  withdrawn  from  the  Conover  Baptist  Church.*' 

19.  The  Executive  Committee  report  was  adopted. 

20.  The  Extension  Committee  report  as  presented  by  the  Chairman,  O.  Jack 
Murphy,  was  replaced  by  a  substitute  motion  made  by  James  Helvey  and  seconded 
by  Othell  Hand  to  withold  action  until  the  10:30  business  on  Friday. 

21.  The  Evangelism  report  was  adopted  as  presented  in  the  book  of  reports. 
B.  E.  Holbrook  presented  Julian  Hopkins  who  brought  a  message  on  evangelism. 

22.  The  moderator  appointed  Thomas  Atnip  as  chairman  of  the  Place  and 
Preacher  Committee  and  William  E.  Melvin  a  member  of  this  committee  to  replace 
members  of  the  committee  who  have  moved  away. 

23.  The  closing  prayer  was  led  by  William  S.  Elliott. 

Thursday  Evening 

24.  With  Hendley  Ellington  directing  the  singing  and  George  Davis  at  the 
organ,  ^'Christ  For  the  Whole,  Wide  World"  and  ''Jesus  Shall  Eeign"  were 
sung  opening  the  evening  session.  C.  L.  Pickler  read  from  Eomans  3  and  led  in 
prayer. 

25.  The  moderator  displayed  the  teak  wood  gavel  made  in  China  and  presented 
to  our  association  in  1957  by  Mrs.  M.  Theron  Eankin  and  friends  from  China. 

26.  The  associational  choir  under  the  direction  of  David  O.  Byler  sang  ''The 
Son  of  God  Goes  Forth  to  War." 

27.  Hendley  Ellington  spoke  to  the  music  report.  The  report  was  adopted  as 
printed. 

28.  V.  H.  White  announced  enrollment  as  167  messengers  and  220  visitors. 

29.  Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook  recognized  3  Honor  Y.  W.  A.  organizations:  Hickory, 
First,  Newton,  First  and  Viewmont  and  these  Honor  GA  organizations:  Hickory, 
First,  Temple,  Hildebran,  First,  Penelope,  West  Hickory  and  Newton,  First. 
The  W.  M.  U.  report  was  adopted  as  printed. 

30.  The  associational  choir  sang  "The  Great  Commission." 

31.  The  Foreign  Mission  report  was  adopted  as  printed  with  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans 
speaking. 

32.  J.  Howard  Gates  presented  Keener  Pharr,  Minister  of  Education  of  Char- 
lotte, First  Church  who  brought  an  inspiring  message  on  the  30,000  Movement  in 
our  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

33.  J.  Louis  Price  led  the  closing  prayer. 

Friday  Morning 
October  24,  1958 
Providence  Church 

34.  The  Friday  session  convened  at  Providence  Church  with  Harry  E.  Forbes 
who  came  recently  to  Newton  First  Church  as  Minister  of  Music  and  Education 
directing  the  singing  and  Alex  F.  Hegenbart  at  the  piano.  The  Hymns,  "O  For 
A  Thousand  Tongues"  and  "Savior,  Like  A  Shepherd  Lead  Us"  were  sung. 
Thomas  Atnip  read  scripture  and  led  in  prayer. 
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35.  M.  L.  Eoss,  host  pastor  extended  a  welcome. 

36.  The  Training  Union  report  was  given  by  William  E.  Melvin  and  was 
adopted  as  printed. 

37.  The  Hymn,  "I  Am  Thine,  O  Lord"  was  sung. 

38.  A  motion  that  we  bring  the  Baptist  Hour  Program  as  broadcast  on  WHKY 
to  the  Executive  Committee  with  power  to  change  schedule  if  they  feel  wise 
was  adopted. 

39.  During  the  business  session  the  report  of  the  Extension  Committee  was 
brought  again  to  the  body.  After  much  discussion  and  several  extensions  of  time 
it  was  decided  by  a  majority  vote  that  we  refer  the  report  of  the  Extension 
Committee  back  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  that  the  churches  involved 
(namely,  Viewmont  and  North  Newton)  be  taken  into  consideration  before  any 
further  action  be  taken. 

40.  The  Place  and  Preacher  Committee  brought  the  following  report:  First 
Day :  Catawba ;  Second  Day :  East  Hickory ;  Annual  sermon :  B.  R.  Holbrook, 
alternate:  T.  W.  Nelson. 

41.  The  nominating  committee  report  was  adopted  as  presented. 

42.  A  motion  that  Fritz  D.  Hemphill  serve  as  the  Director  of  the  1959  Central 
Training  School  was  adopted. 

43.  The  Historian  report  was  adopted  as  presented  in  the  book  of  reports. 

44.  The  following  recommendation  of  the  Membership  Committee  was  adopted: 
*'The  Membership  Committee  has  agreed  and  recommends  that  the  Grace  Baptist 
Church  be  kept  under  the  watchcare  of  our  Association. ' ' 

45.  The  Moderator  appointed  these  as  Youth  Activities  Committee:  R.  Paul 
Kercher,  Chmn.,  W.  S.  Elliott,  W.  E.  Melvin,  Harry  Forbes,  Dwight  Robinson. 

46.  The  following  officers  were  elected  from  the  floor:  Moderator:  J.  Howard 
Gates  by  acclamation;  Vice-Moderator:  B.  A.  Cooper  by  acclamation. 

47.  The  nominating  committee  was  elected  by  nominations  from  the  floor; 
Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand,  T.  W.  Nelson,  James  Wilder,  William  S. 
Elliott. 

48.  The  American  Bible  Society  report  was  adopted  as  printed. 

49.  The  Home  Mission  report  was  adopted  as  printed. 

50.  J.  Howard  Gates  conducted  the  memorial  service  with  Fred  Lane,  violinist 
and  Alex  F.  Hegenbart,  pianist,  assisting. 

51.  A  motion  was  adopted  that  at  the  close  of  the  session  we  have  prayer  for 
Thomas  P.  Pruitt  and  his  family  in  his  time  of  severe  illness  and  that  the  modera- 
tor send  a  letter  to  him. 

52.  A  standing  vote  of  thanks  was  given  the  retiring  moderator,  Fritz  D. 
Hemphill. 

53.  No  written  report  was  given  on  Christian  Life.  James  Helvey  spoke 
briefly  and  introduced  Carl  Hemphill  from  Thomasville  who  brought  a  message. 

54.  The  State  Missions  report  was  adopted  with  E.  G.  Upchureh  bringing  a 
message. 
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55.  The  Kesolutions  committee  chairman,  C.  L.  Pickler  presented  their  report 
which  was  adopted. 

56.  It  was  announced  that  the  Executive  Committee  would  meet  on  November 
18th. 

57.  By  motion  Fred  Lane  was  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  program  com- 
mittee. 

58.  J.  Howard  Gates  led  the  closing  prayer  in  which  Mr.  Pruitt  was  remem- 
bered. 

59.  A  bountiful  lunch  was  served  by  the  host  church. 


REPORTS 


CHRISTIAN  LITERATURE 
Matt  L.  Hastings 

The  contacts,  impressions  and  surroundings  of  a  person  largely  makes  up  Ms 
mind,  habits  and  actions.  Even  a  worm  takes  on  the  color  of  the  plant  or  leaf  on 
which  it  feeds.  Human  beings  take  on  the  color  and  nature  of  what  they  read. 
Never  before  has  there  been  so  much  to  read.  Publishers  have  dressed  up  their 
wares  in  rainbow  colors  and  used  every  style,  trick  and  art  of  printing  to  make 
their  publications  look  tempting  to  the  eyes  of  young  and  old.  Much  of  this 
popular  literature  is  bad.  It  pours  like  a  stream  of  poison  from  the  presses  of 
profit-hungry  publishers.  It  loads  down  the  newsstands  and  clogs  the  mail- 
boxes of  all  who  will  buy  and  receive  it.  Much  of  this  unclean  reading  matter 
gets  into  Baptist  homes.  This  should  never  be,  for  no  other  denomination  has 
so  wide  a  variety  of  good  Christian  literature  as  Baptists  have  to  meet  the  spiritual 
interests  and  needs  of  every  member  of  the  family. 

How  much  sound,  clean  Christian  literature  comes  into  your  home  each  week  to 
lift  up,  inspire  and  enrich  the  minds  and  hearts  of  your  family?  Is  your  Baptist 
state  paper  coming  by  mail  into  your  home  each  week?  Is  your  mail-box  getting 
only  that  which  is  good  and  wholesome  to  read?  Is  your  reading  table  a  silent 
witness  to  your  Baptist  faith  and  practice,  or  is  it  cluttered  with  much  that  carries 
the  seeds  of  evil  on  the  printed  page?  Do  you  always  remember  that  Christian 
literature  aims  to  enlist,  unify,  teach  and  inspire  the  people  for  nobler  Christian 
service  ? 

We  have  in  our  state  the  Biblical  Recorder  that  will  keep  us  in  touch  with  the 
full  denominational  program.  We  have  the  Charity  and  Children,  The  Commission 
and  Southern  Baptist  Home  Missions  as  well  as  magazines  for  all  our  mission 
organizations.  The  Home  Life  magazine  should  be  in  every  home;  it  is  written 
to  be  of  interest  to  every  age. 

MINISTERS  RETIREMENT 

V.  C.  Martin 

Since  its  organization  40  years  ago,  the  Relief  and  Annuity  Board  has  paid 
out  benefits  totaling  nearly  $27  million.  In  1957  $2,245,861.18  in  benefits  was  re- 
ceived by  more  than  5,000  retired  or  disabled  ministers  and  denominational 
leaders  and  widows. 

At  the  close  of  1957,  there  were  approximately  17,500  active  members  in 
the  Board's  various  retirement  plans.  During  the  year,  membership  in  the  plans 
increased  by  2,454. 

Each  year  continues  to  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  retirements,  disability 
and  widow  annuities.  Last  year  503  persons  were  added  to  the  Board's  annuity 
roll,  136  more  than  the  previous  year. 

Mailing  of  The  Years  Ahead,  the  Board's  official  publication  was  increased  to 
30,000  in  February  1957. 

Presently  only  34%  of  our  Southern  Baptist  ministers  are  enrolled  in  the 
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Annuity  Board's  protection  program.  The  Board's  Promotion  Department  is  con- 
stantly working  to  enlist  others  in  this  vital  program. 

Out  of  the  approximately  11,000  Southern  Baptist  churches  now  participating 
with  their  pastor  in  this  protection  program,  around  36%  are  paying  both  mem- 
ber and  church  dues.  It  is  hoped  that  other  churches  will  give  this  matter  some 
serious  thought. 

Membership  in  the  North  Carolina  Ministers  Eetirement  Plan  has  decreased 
since  the  Plan  was  closed  to  new  members  January  1,  1956  when  the  Southern 
Baptist  Protection  Plan  became  operative  in  our  state.  Total  membership  in  both 
Plan^  now  stands  at  1,026.    This  is  about  35%  of  our  possibilities. 

For  further  information  write  Ottis  J.  Hagler,  Baptist  Building,  Ealeigh,  N.  C. 

BAPTIST  HOSPITAL 

Our  Baptist  Hospital  provides  a  well-rounded  program  of  specialized  medical 
care  not  available  in  the  average  local  hospital.  It  provides  also  specialized  train- 
ing medicine,  surgery,  nursing  and  pastoral  care. 

Last  year  our  hospital  provided  bed  care  for  16,000  patients.  Over  120,000 
visited  the  out-patient  clinic,  medical  staff  and  chaplains.  Our  hospital  gave  more 
than  $500,000  worth  of  free  care  to  service  patients.  All  service  patients  pay 
what  they  can,  and  our  Mother's  Day  Offering  is  used  to  help  make  up  the  dif- 
ference. This  fund  is  used  only  when  the  need  is  urgent  and  when  the  patient  is 
unable  to  pay.  The  demand  upon  our  Mother's  Day  fund  is  so  greatt  that  we 
must  increase  our  gifts  this  year  if  we  are  to  really  minister  to  the  need  of  our 
day.  Our  gifts  for  this  purpose  has  increased  by  20%  in  past  five  years  but  it 
has  not  kept  pace  with  the  need. 

We  believe  that  the  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  will  rise  to  meet  the  need  of 
worthy  patients  if  they  can  realize  how  urgently  they  need  it.  Our  Hospital 
has  a  moving  picture  film  and  also  slides  that  can  be  used  by  any  church  to  por- 
tray the  need.  Assistance  will  be  gladly  given  in  arranging  for  the  showing  in 
your  church.  Contact  the  hospital,  inform  the  people  and  they  will  respond  with 
a  generous  gift.  Surely  every  one  of  our  churches  in  this  association  will  have  a 
part  in  healing  humanity's  hurt.  There  is  no  more  worthy  cause  in  our  state 
and  we  should  rise  to  meet  this  need  with  all  the  facilities  at  our  command. 

CHILDREN'S  HOMES 

Ted  T.  Starnes 

Our  Baptist  Children's  Homes  have  concluded  another  fruitful  year  in  the 
ministry  of  North  Carolina  Baptists.  In  the  past  year  our  two  homes,  Kennedy 
Home  and  Mills  Home  have  served  750  children  and  have  placed  200  with  relatives 
and  other  agencies.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  admittance  of  from  one-fifth 
of  applicants  to  one-fourth.  With  this  increase  our  homes  only  provided  admit- 
tance to  about  one-fourth  of  the  total  applicants! 

With  the  above  in  mind  surely  we  can  only  have  one  watchword  for  this 
associational  year.  This  watchword  is  expansion  in  our  ministry  to  the  needy 
children  of  North  Carolina.  Plans  are  on  the  agenda  for  a  cottage  for  boys  at 
Mills  Home  ani  one  for  girls  at  Kennedy  Home.  The  Odum  Home  at  Pembroke 
is  now  our  responsibility  also,  so  we  must  expand  our  work.    What  must  we  ex- 
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pand  first?  Our  faith,  not  only  in  our  Christ  but  in  the  children  of  North 
Carolina. 

With  most  every  act  of  progress  and  success  there  is  a  price  to  pay.  We  have 
a  great  challenge  to  progress  and  succeed  through  this  ministry  to  children.  What 
is  it  going  to  cost  us?  1.  Dedication,  2.  Prayer,  3.  Cooperation,  4.  Money.  We 
have  only  two  sources  of  finance  for  our  homes:  1.  Cooperative  Program  which  is 
a  fixed  amount,  2.  our  Thanksgiving  Offering  which  we  can  fix  to  include  our 
prayers  and  cooperation  and  dedication  to  the  task.  We  have  all  of  the  necessary 
potential  to  advance  our  present  program.  De  we  have  the  vision?  Yes,  I'm 
sure  we  do  and  Avith  our  combined  efforts  we  can  give  shelter,  security  and  the 
gospel  of  our  Christ  to  the  needy  children  of  North  Carolina.  Eemember  to  give 
thanks  every  day  and  give  to  our  children  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

HOMES  FOR  AGING 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Stevenson 

The  Homes  for  the  Aging  are  in  their  eighth  year  of  operation — Eesthaven, 
the  Albemarle  Home,  and  the  Administration  Building  in  Winston-Salem.  Our 
three  Homes  have  facilities  for  119,  counting  residents  and  helpers.  Average  num- 
ber of  residents  will  exceed  100. 

Efforts  were  begun  in  June  to  raise  $100,000.00  to  match  a  gift  of  Mr.  Don 
G.  Matthews,  Sr.,  of  $50,000.00  and  land  on  which  to  build  our  fourth  Home 
located  at  Hamilton,  Martin  County.  It  is  hoped  construction  will  begin  this 
year.  This  Home  will  care  for  forty,  giving  us  a  total  capacity  for  all  four 
Homes  of  150  persons. 

A  large  number  of  the  residents  are  aided  financially  but  less  than  ten  percent 
have  given  sufficiently  to  pay  their  cost  of  keep  for  life.  Thirteen  pay  the  monthly 
rate,  which  is  less  than  actual  cost  to  the  Homes.  Most  are  paying  one-third 
to  one-half  of  their  keep.  This  means  that  the  difference  in  cost  is  taken  from 
funds  received  from  denominational  channels  and  special  gifts. 

However,  the  Homes  had  a  good  year  financially,  showing  an  income  last  year 
of  $258,924.58.  Of  the  $103,000.00  borrowed  for  the  new  Administration  Build- 
ing, all  but  $20,000.00  has  been  repaid.  Largest  individual  gift  for  the  year  was 
$40,000.00. 

Our  program  of  ministering  to  the  aging  presents  a  great  challenge  to  the 
850,000  Baptists  of  our  State.  It  is  estimated  that  elderly  people  will  become 
invalids  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent  annually.  They  must  look  to  our  Baptist 
constituency  to  meet  their  needs. 

With  gratitude  to  all  who  have  made  our  present  Homes  possible,  churches, 
individuals,  and  corporations,  and  with  confidence  that  the  Baptists  of  North 
Carolina  will  continue  to  care  for  these  **old  soldiers"  of  Christ  in  a  deserving 
way,  we  look  to  the  future  with  great  hope. 

BROTHERHOOD 

Robert  E.  Rhoney 

The  men  of  the  Theron  Rankin  Associational  Brotherhood  have  been  active  dur- 
ing the  past  year.    At  least  one  new  brotherhood  has  been  organized. 

In  the  four  associational  meetings,  we  have  had  some  very  good  programs. 
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Out  of  one  of  these  meetings  rose  the  motion  for  a  simultaneous  Laymen  led 
Eevival. 

Through  the  means  of  these  Laymen  led  Kevivals,  the  men  of  the  Theron 
Eankin  Assoeiational  Brotherhood  have  had  a  spiritual  awakening  that  they  have 
never  before  experienced.  The  men  have  found  the  one  thing  that  can  cleanse 
their  life  and  give  them  a  closer  walk  with  God — personal  testimonies  through 
personal  witnessing  to  the  lost. 

To  the  men  of  the  Brotherhood  comes  this  challenge,  "To  present  ourselves 
a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  our  reasonable  service.'' 
And  to  follow  Christ's  command  "to  witness  for  Him." 

To  the  pastors  of  the  Theron  Eankin  Association  it  presents  this  challenge. 
"To  fan  the  fires  that  have  been  kindled  among  your  men  for  personal  witness 
through  your  prayers,  encouragement,  full  support  of  the  Brotherhood,  and  there- 
by broaden  your  ministry  through  this  new,  yet  old,  method  of  reaching  the  lost 
people  in  your  community  for  Christ." 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

T.  W.  Nelson 

It  is  with  heartfelt  gratitude  that  we  come  to  make  this  annual  report  to  the 
association.  On  behalf  of  the  entire  staff  of  assoeiational  officers,  let  me  pledge 
our  faithfulness  to  the  ideal  that  our  task  is  one  of  service.  Our  only  purpose 
is  to  help  the  churches  through  proper  use  of  their  Sunday  Schools  to  reach  the 
lost  for  Christ  and  lead  the  saved  to  acknowledge  the  Lordship  of  Christ  in  daily 
living. 

This  year's  report  is  very  encouraging.  Our  association  is  reporting  29 
churches  and  30  Sunday  Schools  with  an  enrollment  of  11,192.  Achievements 
this  past  year  include  the  following:  17  churches  observed  January  Bible  Study, 
25  Vacation  Bible  Schools  w^ere  held,  27  churches  reported  2,424  training  awards 
with  many  of  the  churches  reporting  the  * '  Operation  Home  Study ' '  plan.  6  Sun- 
day Schools  achieved  the  Standard  of  Excellence:  namely.  East  Hickory,  North 
Newton,  Penelope,  Sandy  Eidge,  Viewmont  and  West  Hickory. 

We  would  like  to  suggest  the  following  goals  for  1958-59: 

1.  That  we  adopt  for  this  year  the  theme,  * '  That  They  Might  Have  Life. ' ' 

2.  That  the  Sunday  School  leadership  of  each  church  be  urged  to: 
Start  a  least  one  new  Sunday  School. 

Provide  a  training  program  which  would  include  January  Bible  Study, 

Preparation  Week  and  ' '  Operation  Home  Study. ' ' 
Move  up  the  pattern  of  organization  by  starting  new  classes  and  depart- 
ments. 

3.  That  all  Sunday  School  workers  be  encouraged  to  participate  in  the  regular 

Assoeiational  Sunday  School  meetings  which  are  held  on  Fifth  Sunday 
afternoons. 

Please  mark  your  calendar  to  this  effect. 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

H.  B.  Marsh 

The  finance  Committee  has  approved  a  larger  budget  for  the  coming  year 
than  we  have  had  for  any  previous  year.  Items  which  have  been  added  to  the 
budget  include  Youth  Work,  Laymen's  Revivals  and  Music.  Items  substantially 
increased  include  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  Printing  &  Postage  and  Revivals. 
The  Committee  feels  that  the  W.  M.  U.  is  probably  giving  a  greater  service  for 
the  amount  of  money  alloted  than  any  organization  in  the  association. 

Even  though  there  is  a  direct  need  for  certain  mission  churches  in  the  associa- 
tion, the  committee  thinks  that  church  budgets  in  general  should  be  greately  in- 
creased and  expanded.  It  could  be  that  the  Association  Executive  Committee 
might  think  it  wise  to  select  a  Budget  Planning  Committee  for  the  Association. 
This  Committee  would  assist  churches  in  planning  Budgets  as  well  as  giving  advice 
on  how  to  raise  the  amount  entered  in  the  budget. 

Church  budgets  cannot  be  properly  planned  and  raised  unless  the  congrega- 
tion understands  thoroughly  that  church  fund  raising  is  a  spiritual  task  and 
the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will  be  given  as  in  any  similar  endeavor,  such 
as  evangelism,  missions,  soul-winning  and  Christian  education.  Stewardship  is  a 
spiritual  surrender;  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Christian  religon. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT 

THERON  RANKIN  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 
October  11^  1957  through  September  30,  1958 

Church                                      Contributions  Budget 

All  Causes  1958-59 

Brookford   $     90.00  $  100.00 

Catawba    132.00  156.00 

Claremont    30.15  36.00 

Conover   

Corinth    120.00  120.00 

Hickory,  Calvary    3.00  150.00 

Community   72.00 

East  Hickory    183.04  240.00 

First  Hickory    1,140.00  1,500.00 

Highland    540.00  720.00 

Longview    90.00  120.00 

Oakland  Heights    42.00  90.00 

Penelope    352.11  780.00 

Springs  Road    28.00  36.00 

Temple    88.46  240.00 

Viewmont    550.00  800.00 

West  Hickory    600.00  800.00 

Hildebran   300.00  396.00 

Icard    144.00  156.00 

Mountain  Grove    120.00  204.00 

Newton,  First    .140.00  780.00 

North  Newton    192.00  228.00 
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Church                                       Contributions  Budget 

All  Causes  1958-59 

Oyama   

Providence                                          90.00  132.00 

Sandy  Eidge                                      132.00  204.00 

Startown                                             24.00  24.00 

Sweetwater                                          70.00  60.00 

Warlick's                                             50.00  240.00 

Wayside                                              60.00  60.00 

Total   $5,710.76  $8,444.00 

Misc.  Receipts    1,399.70 

Bal.  in  Bank  10/11/57  ....  3,869.28 

Total    $10,479.74 


DEPARTMENTAL  BUDGET 

Disbursements      Budget  1958-59 


Sunday  School   

$  196.85 

$  150.00 

Training  Union   

34.82 

200.00 

Woman's  Missionary  Union 

150.00 

250.00 

Printing  &  Postage   

134.95 

300.00 

The  Baptist  Hour   

864.00 

936.00 

Churches  Entertaining  Assn. 

250.00 

250.00 

BSU  Lenoir  Ehyne   

182.30 

200.00 

Scholarship   

700.00 

Minutes  

485.00 

500.00 

Clerk   

200.00 

250.00 

Treasurer   

50.00 

50.00 

Central  Training  School   

501.53 

525.00 

Revivals   

707.65 

1,500.00 

Youth  Work     

200.00 

Laymen's  Revivals   

200.00 

Music   

200.00 

Direct  Missions   

500.00 

1,783.00 

Miscellaneous  

.  .  .  199.11 

250.00 

Totals   

$4,456.21 

$8,444.00 

$4,456.21 

Bal.  in  Bank  9/30/58    $6,023.53 

REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES 

R.  T.  Bo  AT  WRIGHT 

No  scholarship  was  granted  during  the  school  year  1956-57  due  to  a  lack  of 
applications.  However,  $350.00  was  set  up  in  the  budget  for  that  year  and  as  no 
scholarship  was  granted  this  sum  was  carried  over  into  the  year  1957-58. 

With  the  $350.00  set  up  in  the  1957-58  budget  two  scholarships  have  been 
granted.    Oiie  to  Miss  Loretta  Duncan  of  the  Eirst  Church,  Hickory  who  is 
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attending  Mars  Hill  College  and  one  to  Joe  Hester  of  First  Church,  Newton, 
who  is  attending  Gardner-Webb  College  at  Boiling  Springs,  N.  C. 
These  Qualifications  for  a  scholarship  are  being  set  up: 

1.  The  student  receiving  a  scholarship  shall  be  a  member  of  a  Baptist  Church 
in  good  standing  in  the  Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association. 

2.  A  scholarship  shall  be  granted  for  not  more  than  two  years  to  any  one 
student  and  may  be  granted  the  second  year  on  the  condition  that  satisfactory 
work  was  completed  the  first  year. 

3.  Either  a  boy  or  a  girl  shall  be  eligible  for  a  scholarship. 

4.  The  student  receiving  a  scholarship  shall  attend  a  Baptist  college. 

5.  Preference  shall  be  given  to  the  student  planning  to  continue  in  some  chan- 
nel of  Baptist  denominational  work. 

6.  Preference  shall  be  given  to  the  most  needy  and  the  most  worthy  student. 

7.  Consideration  shall  be  given  to  records  made  in  High  School. 

8.  The  Trustees  shall  have  discretionary  powers  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
above  suggested  qualifications  for  a  scholarship. 

REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill 

Your  Executive  Committee  has  held  five  meetings  during  the  year  relative  to 
the  promotion  of  the  work  of  the  association.  Much  of  what  was  done  will  be  re- 
ported by  the  various  committees  charged  with  responsibility  of  the  work  done 
in  specified  fields.   We  note,  however,  the  following: 

1.  Voted  to  invite  the  Sunday  School  Department  of  the  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention to  hold  its  annual  Leadership  Conference  in  Hickory  in  1960. 

2.  Received  request  from  the  Oxford  Church  for  assistance.  After  consulta- 
tion with  leaders  in  the  church  negotiations  were  completed  whereby  the  Oxford 
Community  Church  was  disbanded  and  became  a  mission  of  the  Sandy  Ridge 
Church. 

3.  Voted  to  designate  $3,000  of  the  money  in  the  budget  for  some  mission 
project  in  the  association. 

4.  Endorsed  the  applications  for  aid  from  our  Baptist  State  Convention  for 
the  following  churches:  Startown,  Springs  Road,  Sweetwater,  Claremont  and 
Oyama. 

5.  Instructed  the  Membership  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Conover  Church 
relative  to  their  relationship  to  the  association. 

6.  Approved  the  making  of  a  survey  to  determine  the  number  of  Baptists  in 
the  town  of  Conover,  north  of  Highway  70.  West  Hickory  and  Penelope  Churches 
made  this  survey.  Approved  making  similar  survey  in  the  area  along  highway  127 
beyond  the  Viewmont  church  community  and  to  the  Catawba  River.  First  Baptist 
Church,  Hickory,  will  make  this  survey.  Also  approved  Penelope  Church  making  a 
similar  survey  in  Longview  in  area  near  the  Hickory  Spinners  Mill. 

It  is  hoped  that  through  the  cooperation  of  all  our  pastors  and  churches  that 
the  work  will  continue  to  show  progress  in  all  phases  of  the  work.   This  past  year 
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has  been  one  of  many  achievements  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming 
year  for  even  greater  victories. 

REPORT  OF  EXTENSION  COMMITTEE 

O.  Jack  Murphy 

The  call  today  comes  for  an  enlarged  Vision  concerning  World  Missions.  In 
our  age  when  materialism  is  so  dominant,  when  the  sinfulness  of  sin  is  so  pre- 
vailing, when  lethargy  and  ease  have  made  their  overwhelming  inroads,  when  the 
peace  of  the  world  hangs  with  a  thread,  we  need  to  renew  our  vows  with  God  as 
His  children,  and  rededicate  our  lives  to  His  purpose  for  His  Church  in  the 
Great  Commission. 

To  fulfill  the  purpose  of  our  Lord  we  must  be  willing  to  Go — *'Go  into  the 
highways  and  hedges,  go  into  all  the  world" — begin  in  the  community  where  you 
live,  but  go  out  and  make  disciples,  baptize,  and  teach  them. 

Early  Christianity  began  on  a  small  scale  with  reference  to  numbers,  but  by 
going  from  place  to  place,  and  establishing  churches  and  mission  points,  the 
Roman  world  was  shaken  by  these  followers  of  Christ  and  the  course  of  the  world 
was  changed. 

We  need  not  despair  today;  if  we  fulfill  the  commission  of  our  Lord — we  must 
go  and  tell  of  Him.  Our  Association  has  a  glorious  opportunity  and  privilege  to 
fulfill  this  commission  now.  We  have  strategic  areas  in  which  preaching  and 
teaching  stations  should  be  now — even  at  this  moment.  Surveys  are  revealing 
facts  of  glorious  opportunities  for  us. 

Your  committee  is  in  the  midst  of  plans  for  surveys  in  Viewmont  area  and 
in  the  Mill  Village  of  Longview.  A  survey  has  just  been  completed  in  the  town 
of  Conover.  It  is  our  hope  that  we  may  announce  at  an  early  date  Mission  Points 
in  these  areas. 

The  word  of  God  is  not  bound,  neither  are  the  opportunities  for  witnessing  for 
Christ.  We  beseech  our  people  and  our  Pastors  to  join  our  efforts  in  answering 
the  call  of  our  Saviour — "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  make  disciples." 

EVANGELISM 

B.  R.  HOLBROOK 

"The  gospel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  everyone  that  believeth;  to 
the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  Greek."  Evangelism  is  God's  means  of  spreading 
this  gospel  unto  the  far  ends  of  the  earth;  "That  whosoever  believeth  should 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  Therefore,  evangelism  is  the  pulsating 
heart  of  God  at  work  in  the  world,  seeking  to  draw  all  men  unto  himself. 

The  Baptist  Churches  in  North  Carolina  did  not  hit  a  high  peak  in  this  en- 
deavor. The  average  of  all  the  churches  was  25-1  ratio  in  winning  the  lost.  That 
is,  it  took  on  an  average,  25  Baptists  to  win  one  sinner  to  Christ  in  1957.  This 
is  a  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year.  Total  baptisms  in  1956  were  32,468 
and  in  1957  we  baptized  33,796. 

In  the  Theron  Eankin  Association  our  ratio  was  22-1  last  year.  We  had  30 
churches  of  10,683  members  and  we  only  baptized  468.  We  had  one  church  with 
237  members  that  baptized  34  for  a  very  good  ratio  of  6-1.    We  had  another 
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with  a  membership  of  279  that  baptized  23,  or  12-1.  A  few  of  the  larger 
churches  hit  a  high,  as  30-1,  63-1.  We  had  3  churches  that  only  had  3  baptisms 
and  2  churches  that  did  not  baptize  a  single  person.  We  feel  confident  that 
that  score  will  not  show  this  year  and  hope  and  pray  that  it  shall  never  be  so 
again. 

What  are  we  doing  to  better  these  marks?  First,  these  figures  have  stirred 
us  into  a  consciousness  of  our  past  and  present  conditions.  Evangelism  is  being 
talked  in  most  every  Pastor's  Conference.  Our  Brotherhood's  are  becoming  more 
soul-winning  conscious.  Our  W.  M.  U.  is  laying  emphasis  more  and  more  on  this 
work.  From  March  30- April  6  we  had  an  Associational  Simultaneous  Eevival. 
24  churches  participated  in  this  movement.  A  total  of  236  additions  were  re- 
corded, 177  by  baptism,  55  by  letter  and  4  by  statement.  Plans  are  now  in 
process  for  another  one  to  be  held  March  15-29,  1959.  A  Layman's  Week-end 
Revival  was  held  October  10-12.    Twelve  churches  participated. 

Next  year  we  face  one  of  the  greatest  opportunities  Southern  Baptist  Churches 
have  ever  seen.  There  is  to  be  a  continent-wide  Simultaneous  Crusade.  This  will 
be  the  greatest  concerted  effort  ever  made  to  win  North  America  for  Christ.  Seven 
major  Baptist  Conventions  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  participating. 
These  Conventions  are  composed  of  75,000  churches  which  have  19,000,000  mem- 
bers. Let  us  all  remember  the  date,  March  15-29,  1959.  Let  us  all  lead  our 
churches  into  this  great  and  glorious  movement  for  our  Lord. 

MUSIC  REPORT 

Hendley  Ellington 

The  singing  of  praise  to  God  with  worshipful  music  results  in  spiritual 
growth.  Singing  is  a  natural  expression  of  man  toward  God  which  finds  its  rightful 
place  in  our  worship  of  Him.  Your  music  organization  exists  to  aid  in  developing 
this  talent  for  expression  through  the  universal  language — music. 

Your  Music  Education  Committee  has  held  quarterly  meetings  to  plan  the 
music  activities  of  the  association.  The  response  of  the  churches  has  shown  their 
eagerness  to  participate. 

These  activities  have  been: 

(1)  Associational  choir  for  Central  Training  School  in  February  at  First 
Church,  Hickory.  Enrollment  123.  Average  attendance  78  for  four  rehearsals  and 
five  school  assemblies.  The  school  was  closed  with  a  worship  service  in  song  featur- 
ing the  choir. 

(2)  Associational  Music  Training  School  in  April  at  West  Hickory  Church,  En- 
rollment 396.  Average  attendance  274.  Seven  courses  were  offered.  Two  choirs 
rehearsed  each  night,  one  composed  of  Intermediates,  Young  People  and  Adults,  the 
other  Juniors.    These  choirs  presented  a  song  service  at  the  close  of  the  school. 

(3)  Associational  Hymn  Sing  in  September  at  Penelope  Church.  Seventeen 
churches  were  represented  with  a  total  attendance  of  183. 

Music  emphasis  in  our  churches  has  increased  during  the  past  year.  Four  of 
our  churches  now  have  full  time  staff  members  who  are  ministers  of  music.  Ex- 
cellent work  is  being  done  by  part-time  music  directors  and  graded  choir  work 
is  being  enlarged.  A  large  number  of  our  churches  observed  September  as  Church 
Music  Month. 
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Our  association  was  represented  at  the  Regional  Music  Festival  in  Lenoir  and 
the  State  Music  Festival  at  Wake  Forest  by  choirs  from  three  churches. 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION  REPORT 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook 

''Laborers  together  with  God"  (I  Cor.  3:9) 
When  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  take  their  watchword  and  truly  work 
together  great  things  can  be  accomplished  for  God.  Reports  have  been  both 
good  and  gratifying  this  year  as  we  have  seen  our  work  grow  by  the  quarter. 
Twelve  new  organizations  have  been  reported  along  with  a  good  increase  in 
membership. 

Two  banquets  have  been  held  during  the  year  by  the  Business  Woman's 
Federation  with  good  attendance  and  outstanding  missionary  speakers.  The 
Girl's  Auxiliary  and  Young  Woman's  Auxiliary  have  held  rallies,  during  their 
focus  weeks,  with  high  attendance  records.  Leadership  Training  courses  have 
also  been  taught  for  these  auxiliary  counselors.  We  have  reported  eight 
"HONOR"  G.  A.'s  and  three  ''HONOR"  Y.  W.  A.'s 

The  new  year  brings  our  ' '  Third  Jubliee  Advance  Goals ' '  with  many  new 
opportunities  open  to  our  organizations.  As  we  "Labor  together  with  God" 
let  us  not  lose  sight  of  our  "Aims  for  Advancement"  and  strive  to  be  an 
"HONOR"  W.  M.  U. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

Mrs,  L.  p.  Frans 

Dr.  Baker  James  Cautheu  in  his  report  on  Foreign  Missions  says,  "No 
statistical  table  can  adequately  describe  the  achievements  of  the  world  mission 
enterprise.  Seeds  have  been  sown,  light  has  been  made  to  shine  in  the  darkness, 
human  suffering  has  been  relieved,  and  teaching  has  been  imparted.  Many  of  the 
glorious  victories  which  have  been  won  cannot  be  described  in  any  written  report. ' ' 

There  is  every  indication  that  the  Board's  appointment  goal  of  130  new  mis- 
sionaries during  1958  will  be  achieved.  There  is  much  reason  to  be  encouraged 
as  we  see  greatly  increased  missionary  concern  among  Southern  Baptists.  The 
response  of  volunteers  for  missionary  service  this  year  has  been  most  gratifying. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  looks  to  the  Cooperative  Program  to  provide 
financial  reinforcement.  This  provision  must  be  made  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  and  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering.  It  is  because  the  Cooperative 
Program  has  been  able  for  the  last  10  years  to  provide  this  kind  of  solid  reinforce- 
ment that  advance  has  been  possible. 

Active  missionaries  in  service  under  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  December  31, 
1957  numbered  1,186,  a  gain  of  73  during  the  year.  Missionaries  live  in  39 
Countries. 

A  new  administration  building  was  completed  for  the  Korean  Seminary;  a 
new  building  was  opened  on  the  seminary  campus  at  Barcelona,  Spain;  an  apart- 
ment building  for  married  students  was  begun  for  the  South  Brazil  Seminary; 
a  building  for  the  seminary  in  Guatemala  was  begun  on  property  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  capital;  Hong  Kong  Seminary  moved  into  new  quarters;  a  new  location 
on  the  outskirts  of  Taipei  was  purchased  for  the  Formosa  seminary. 
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Medical  centers  are  operated  by  missions  in  19  countries,  with  hospitals  in 
10  of  them.    The  other  9  have  clinics  or  dispensaries. 

Eeceipts  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  totaled  $14,353,009. 

Southern  Baptists  are  urged  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  to  pray  that  long 
range  advance  may  be  possible.  This  is  possible  only  through  renewed  spiritual 
power  as  every  church,  through  intercessory  prayer,  shares  in  a  worldwide  task. 

TRAINING  UNION 

William  E.  Melvin 

While  the  number  of  churches  with  a  Training  Union  remains  constant  the  en- 
rollment and  average  attendance  have  had  an  increase.  Claremont  Church  has  had 
a  complete  reorganization  and  increased  its  total  membership  by  16  members. 
Warlick's  Church  has  more  than  doubled  its  membership  with  127  enrolled  this 
year. 

Other  Churches  with  a  considerable  increase  in  membership  are  Longview,  Sandy 
Eidge,  Mountain  Grove,  Newton,  First,  East  Hickory  and  Hickory,  First,  which 
has  also  a  considerable  climb  in  average  attendance.  Sandy  Eidge  reports  for 
the  second  year  the  highest  average  attendance,  81%. 

The  total  number  of  Training  Union  awards  by  all  the  churches  was  1,519, 
an  increase  of  339  over  the  previous  year.  Hickory,  First  continues  to  hold  first 
place  with  Viewmont  second.  Longview  has  come  into  third  place  with  164.  Next 
in  order  are  East  Hickory,  Penelope,  Sandy  Eidge  and  Highland,  North  Newton, 
Oakland  Heights,  West  Hickory  and  Mountain  Grove  are  tied  for  the  next  position 

*'M"  Night  was  not  observed  by  our  association.  No  associational  tourna- 
ments were  held.  Youth  Night  was  held  at  the  First  Church,  Hickory  with 
attendance  of  over  500.  The  Mars  Hill  College  Glee  Club  brought  the  special 
music  and  Eeverend  Paul  Kercher  of  Hickory,  First  delivered  a  challenging  mes- 
sage to  the  youth.  Twelve  decisions  were  made  for  Christ  at  the  close  of  the 
service  with  others  being  made  in  their  home  church  the  following  Sunday. 

No  written  report  was  received  on  the  number  of  our  people  attending  the 
Training  Union  assemblies,  but  indications  are  that  attendance  was  good. 

We  are  admonished  in  the  Scriptures  not  to  look  backward  but  forward.  We 
have  nothing  in  which  to  glory  save  the  opportunities  for  the  coming  year.  His 
plan  is  so  laid  as  to  include  the  united  efforts  of  all.  Join  with  your  director  your 
spiritual  hands  in  order  for  God's  work  to  be  done.  The  Master  is  ''able,'* 
*  *  willing ' '  and  '  *  wanting ' '  to  pour  out  a  greater  blessing  in  the  coming  year. 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

Albert  A.  Young 

It  is  the  considered  opinion  of  the  Membership  Committee  that  fellowship  of 
the  Association  be  withdrawn  from  the  Conover  Baptist  Church. 

The  Membership  Committee  has  agreed  and  recommends  that  the  Grace  Baptist 
Church  be  kept  under  the  watchcare  of  our  Association. 


Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association 


33 


PLACE  AND  PREACHER  COMMITTEE 


Thomas  Atnip 


1959  Annual  Session: 


First  Day: 
Second  Day: 
Annual  Sermon: 


East  Hickory 
B.  R.  Holbrook 
Alternate:  T.  W.  Nelson 


Catawba 


REPORT  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 


Albert  A.  Young 


Officers 


Cleric — Miss  Helen  Cater 
Treasurer — Heath  B.  Marsh 

Trustees — E.  Murray  Tate,  Jr.,  Chmn.,  Foy  T.  Goodwin,  M,  S.  Brittian 

Association  Auxiliaries 

Sunday  School  Superintendent — T.  W.  Nelson 
Training  Union  Director — William  E.  Melvin 
W.  M.  U.  President — Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook 
Brotherhood  President — Wayne  DeHart 
Director  of  Music — David  O.  Byler 

Program  Committee 

James  Helvey,  Chairman 
J.  D.  Compton 
J.  Louis  Price 
E.  F.  Sullivan 
Matt  L.  Hastings 

Resolutions  Committee 

William  S.  Elliott,  Chairman 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans 
Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Turbyfill 
V.  C.  Martin 

Extension  Committee 

O.  Jack  Murphy,  Chairman 
Harold  Deal 
Heath  B.  Marsh 
James  M.  Wilder 
Earl  F.  Shuf  ord 

Finance  Committee 

Heath  B.  Marsh,  Chairman 
Bruce  Teague 
E.  M.  Suggs 
Fritz  D.  Hemphill 
Robert  Boatwright 
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Place  and  Preacher  Committee 
V.  H.  White,  Chairman 
G.  S.  Eobinson 
M.  L.  Eoss 
Ray  Childers 
Lee  R.  Furr 

Christiai^  Life  Committee 

Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand,  Chairman 
J.  Howard  Cates 
Wayne  DeHart 
George  Hemphill 
Olin  D.  Hefner 

HISTORICAL  REPORT 

J.  D.  Greene 

The  Theron  Rankin  Association  is  just  completing  the  third  year  of  its  life 
and  has  no  rich  background  of  past  history  but  we  note  the  following  for  the  past 
year. 

The  Oxford  Community  Church  was  disbanded  during  the  year  and  the  work 
there  is  being  carried  on  by  the  Sandy  Ridge  Church  as  a  mission  project. 

R.  L.  Ball  became  pastor  of  Community  Church  and  Thomas  Atnip  came  to 
Claremont  as  pastor  during  the  year.  On  February  1,  1958,  Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand 
became  pastor  of  Hickory,  First  Church  with  Paul  Kercher,  associate  pastor. 
Youth  Work  and  David  O.  Byler,  associate  pastor.  Music.  Fred  Lane  came  to 
Penelope  as  full  time  minister  of  music  and  education,  June  1958.  Harry  E. 
Forbes  became  minister  of  music  and  education  at  First  Church,  Newton  in  June 
1958.  Larry  Penley  resigned  as  pastor  of  Startown  Church  and  Miss  Irene 
Covington  resigned  as  educational  director  at  Hickory,  First,  Alex  F.  Hegenbart 
became  assistant  to  the  pastor  at  West  Hickoi-y  Church  on  January  1,  1958. 

New  ministers  ordained  in  the  association  during  the  year  included  the  fol- 
lowing: Catawba:  Robert  William  Morrow;  Hickory,  First:  Eddie  Crapps;  Way- 
side: Roy  A.  Craig;  West  Hickory:  Thomas  Atnip  and  Alex  F.  Hegenbart. 

Warlick's  dedicated  their  new  sanctuary  on  November  24,  1957  and  Hickory, 
First  put  air  conditioning  in  the  sanctuary  including  offices  and  other  space  in  the 
new  building.  Icard  suffered  a  severe  fire  on  December  31,  1957  and  the  congre- 
gation began  worship  in  the  new  temporary  sanctuary  on  March  4,  1958.  View- 
mont  broke  ground  for  a  new  sanctuary  on  September  21,  1958  and  construction 
began  on  September  28th.  Longview  purchased  ground  for  a  new  sanctuary  and 
Penelope  purchased  3%  acres  of  land  adjoining  their  property  for  future  ex- 
pansion. 

The  annual  Central  Training  School  for  the  association  was  held  at  Hickory, 
First  on  February  24-28,  1958  with  the  largest  attendance  ever.  The  enrollment 
was  1,688  with  an  average  attendance  for  the  five  nights  of  1,318.  There  were 
1,238  awards  earned. 

An  associational  music  school  was  conducted  at  West  Hickory  Church  during 
April  1958.  The  attendance  was  very  gratifying  with  the  enrollment  reaching 
396  and  average  attendance  of  274. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

C.  L.  PiCKLER 

We  the  messengers  of  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association  wish  to  express 
our  grateful  appreciation  for  the  hospitality  of  Viewmont  and  Providence  Churches 
for  inviting  us  to  meet  with  them  and  the  abundant  and  delicious  meals  served. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  committee  for  the  inspiring  program  and  the  time  and 
effort  spent  in  securing  the  good  speakers  and  especially  the  good  music  rendered. 

AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY 

J.  D.,  COMPTON 

Southern  Baptist  plans  for  the  Baptist  Jubilee  Advance,  1959-1964,  remind  us 
that  in  every  missionary  advance  the  Bible  goes  forward  first. 

The  Bible  is  a  **must'  in  missions  and  evangelism.  If  the  people  of  the  world 
are  to  know  Jesus  Christ,  the  one  hope  of  men  and  nations,  they  must  have  the 
Bible.  It  is  the  one  basic  source  of  knowledge  of  Him.  The  Bible  is  the 
missionary's  chief  tool;  he  uses  it  in  all  his  work.  The  Bible  itself  is  a  mission- 
ary. It  can  go  where  the  human  missionary  cannot  go.  It  can  stay  when  he 
must  leave — and  keep  on  speaking  to  a  person's  heart. 

Every  man  must  have  the  Bible  in  his  own  language,  but  in  most  countries 
the  people  cannot  afford  even  the  cost  of  printing  the  Scriptures. 

The  American  Bible  Society  helps  to  translate  the  Bible,  publishes  without  note 
or  comment  and  distributes  without  profit,  usually  below  cost,  for  worldwide  mis- 
sion work.  For  the  Blind,  it  supplies  Scriptures  at  a  small  fraction  of  cost  in 
raised-letter  systems  and  on  Talking  Book  records.  The  Bible  Society  is  an  active 
partner  of  Southern  Baptists  and  serves  every  form  of  Southern  Baptist  mission 
work  at  home  and  abroad. 

During  1957  the  American  Bible  Society — 

Distributed  throughout  the  world  nearly  15  million  volumes  of  Scriptures. 
Donated  more  than  one  million  Scripture  volumes  for  distribution  by  Chap- 
plains  to  our  Armed  Forces,  as  a  vital  link  between  the  home  churches 
and  the  men  in  service. 
Southern  Baptist  Support  the  Work: 

Because  the  Bible  Society  serves  mission  work — and  because  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  depend  on  the  Society  for  Scriptures  they  need  for  distribution  to 
their  people — Southern  Baptist  churches  give  to  the  American  Bible  Society. 

In  1957  Southern  Baptist  Churches  gave  $118,815  to  the  American  Bible 
Society.  As  you  make  your  budgets  will  you  please  include  an  item  for  the 
American  Bible  Society?  Thirty  churches  in  our  association  giving  an  average 
of  twenty-five  dollars  would  make  possible  a  distribution  of  3,000  New  Testaments. 
Do  you  want  the  Word  of  God  to  go  into  all  the  world?  Then  include  in  your 
budget  the  American  Bible  Society.  Send  your  offering  to  Dr.  M.  H.  Huggins, 
Baptist  Building,  301  Hillsboro  Street,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
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HOME  MISSIONS 

William  S.  Elliott 

The  Home  Mission  Board  has  been  blessed  with  continued  growth  and  achieve- 
ment during  the  past  year.  Several  new  fields  of  service  were  opened  up  during  the 
year.  Dr.  Paul  S.  James  was  appointed  as  director  of  Southern  Baptist  Work 
in  New  York  City;  and  plans  are  being  made  for  the  constitution  of  the  First 
Southern  Baptist  Church  in  New  York  this  year.  C.  C.  Warren  was  selected  as 
Director  of  the  movement  for  30,000  new  preaching  stations  by  1964.  The  goal 
for  new  churches  in  1958  is  2,888. 

Evangelism:  Last  year  the  number  of  churches  reporting  no  baptisms  has 
been  reduced  to  less  than  5,000  churches.  January  5,  1958  was  designated  as 
Personal  Commitment  Day  to  encourage  personal  soul-winning.  Special  emphasis 
was  given  to  instruction  in  soul-winning  during  Home  Missions  week  at  Glorieta 
and  Eidgecrest.  Wholehearted  cooperation  is  being  given  by  state  and  Southern 
Baptist  boards  and  other  agencies  in  the  promotion  of  the  1959  Evangelism 
Crusade.  Simultaneous  meetings  are  scheduled  by  zones  during  March  15-19 
and  April  12-26,  1959.  Progress  is  being  made  in  reducing  the  number  of  non- 
resident church  members;  31.9  per  cent  of  total  membership  was  listed  as  non- 
resident in  1954  and  28.5  per  cent  was  so  listed  in  1956. 

Ministry  to  Special  Groups:  Much  progress  is  being  made  in  reaching  neglected 
and  minority  groups.  Work  among  the  Migrants,  Jews  and  Deaf  has  been  ex- 
panded. 

Personnel:  The  number  of  missionaries  on  December  31,  1957  was  1,271,  a 
gain  of  317. 

Eeceipts  for  the  Cooperative  Program  and  the  Annie  Armstrong  Offering 
totaled  $2,794,608.97  in  1954  and  receipts  from  such  sources  reached  $4,106,934.94 
in  1957. 

Increasing  Opportunities:  Because  of  the  greatly  increased  area  served  by 
Southern  Baptists,  the  growth  in  population  in  the  United  States,  the  many 
changes  in  our  social  and  economic  order,  the  added  demands  created  by  the  30,000 
movement,  the  1959  Evangelistic  Crusade,  the  Third  Jubilee  Movement  and  other 
significant  advances  in  Baptist  life,  the  challenge  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  has 
greatly  increased. 

STATE  MISSIONS 

Albert  A.  Young 

State  Missions  is  the  missionary  effort  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina  Baptists 
to  reach  the  unsaved  for  our  Lord  and  teach  and  enlist  the  saved  in  giving,  living 
and  serving  through  the  churches  of  North  Carolina  and  the  world. 

SOME  PERTINENT  FACTS: 

There  are  4,500,000  people  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina.  About  2,100,000  of 
these  above  the  age  of  eight  years  are  affiliated  with  some  kind  of  church.  About 
2,000,000  above  the  age  of  eight  are  unchurched.  Perhaps  25  per  cent  of  those 
who  are  church  members  are  unsaved;  if  so,  then  more  than  60  per  cent  of  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  above  eight  years  of  age  are  lost.  North  Carolina,  there- 
fore, is  not  half  Christian. 
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There  are  more  than  846,000  Baptist  church  members  in  our  state.  Likely 
not  more  than  40  per  cent  of  these  are  enlisted  and  are  being  taught  and  trained 
in  Christian  growth.  This  means  that  more  than  half  of  our  church  constituency 
is  not  dedicated  to  the  Christian  cause.  In  these  two  areas  our  churches  have  their 
primary  challenge. 

If  more  than  half  the  populace  of  North  Carolina  is  unsaved,  it  is  imperative 
that  we  have  a  Department  of  Evangelism,  which  has  as  its  purpose  the  salvation 
of  the  multitudes.    We  do  have  such  a  ministry. 

State  Missions  helps  provide  new  church  sites,  churches,  and  better  trained 
pastors.  A  ministry  to  the  colored  people  is  vital  as  is  our  work  with  silent 
people.  The  Allied  Church  League  helps  produce  a  sober  citizenship.  Our  Train- 
ing Union,  Sunday  Schools,  Brotherhoods,  and  Royal  Ambassador  work  are  all 
undergirded  by  State  Missions.  The  needful  act  now  is  for  us  to  heartily  support 
State  Missions. 

THERON  RANKIN  ASSOCIATION 
1958  Annual  Meeting  of  W.  M.  U. 
April  9,  1958 

The  annual  meeting  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  Theron  Rankin  Asso- 
ciation was  held  April  9,  1958  at  Penelope  Baptist  Church  of  Hickory.  The 
theme  was  "Ye  Shall  Be  Witnesses." 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook  of  Hildebran,  associational  W.  M.  U.  superintendent, 
presided. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  ' '  We 've  a  Story  to  Tell  to  the 
Nations. ' ' 

Mrs.  Jeff  Burns,  Regional  Associate  superintendent  led  the  devotions  using 
as  her  topic  "Women  Witnesses."  The  scripture  selections  were  from  Matthew 
26:6-13;  John  4:39-42  and  John  11:13,16,18. 

Words  of  welcome  were  spoken  by  Rev.  O.  Jack  Murphy,  pastor  of  the  host 
church,  followed  by  a  cordial  welcome  from  the  president  of  the  W.  M.  U.  of  the 
church,  Mrs.  Robert  Ledbetter. 

Mrs.  Fritz  Hemphill  made  a  motion  to  the  effect  that  those  registered  con- 
stitute the  voting  body  for  the  day. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mrs.  Howard  Cates  that  the  printed  program  be 
used  as  the  order  of  service.    Both  motions  were  adopted. 

Visitors  and  mesengers  were  welcomed  by  the  superintendent,  Mrs.  Holbrook. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved,  the  treasurer's  report 
was  given  and  adopted. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed:  Courtesy,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson,  Mrs. 
Lindsay  Miller,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  DeHart.  Nominating  committee,  Mrs.  Robert 
Ledbetter,  Hickory;  Mrs.  Larry  Penley,  Startown;  Mrs.  Harold  Hewitt,  Newton; 
Mrs.  Olin  Hefner,  Icard  and  Mrs.  William  S.  Elliott,  Hickory.  Time  and  Place, 
Mrs.  L.  V.  Connell,  Mrs.  L.  N.  Phillips  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Ross. 

In  reviewing  the  year's  w^ork  the  superintendent  reported  one  new  society 
organized  at  Grace  Baptist  Church.  The  Honor  organizations  were  recognized, 
Y.W.A. 's — Hickory  First  Church,  Viewmont  and  Newton  First.  Intermediate 
G.A. 's — Newton  First  and  Hickory  First.  Brief  reports  were  given  by  the  com- 
mittee chairmen  using  the  theme  ' '  The  Work  of  Witnessing. ' ' 
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After  the  singing  of  the  hymn  **Lead  On,  O  King  Eternal"  a  very  inspiring 
missionary  message  was  brought  by  Miss  Theresa  Anderson,  missionary  to  China 
and  the  Philippines.  Miss  Anderson  used  as  her  subject  "His  Kingdom  Spread 
from  Shore  to  Shore."  To  make  Christ  supreme  in  our  lives  as  many  on  the 
mission  fields  do  was  her  challenge.  Christ  Supreme  in  Your  Life  and  Mine. 
Supreme — Christ  the  Highest  Authority.    Let  Christ  have  complete  right  of  way. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  by  singing  "Take  My  Life  and  Let  It 
Be."   Rev.  E.  P.  Sullivan  lead  in  prayer. 

Reports  of  committees  were  given:  The  Courtesy  committee  gave  a  very 
appropriate  skit.  The  1959  meeting  will  be  held  at  Viewmont  Baptist  Church. 
The  list  of  officers  were  submitted  by  the  Nominating  committee.  These  were 
elected  and  a  Prayer  of  Dedication  led  by  Mrs.  Jeff  Burns. 

A  message  in  song  was  brought  by  Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson,  *  *  Seal  Us. ' ' 

Youth  work  was  presented  by  the  Youth  Directors  of  the  association  after 
which  Miss  Beverly  Neilson,  State  Sunbeam  Band  Director,  brought  a  closing 
message  on  ' '  The  Winning  Ways  of  Youth. '  * 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer. 


3n  jMemonam 


CATAWBA— Mrs.  J.  D.  Gantt,  Sr. 

CORINTH— Mr.  L.  S.  Stallings, 
Mrs.  C.  0.  Ritchie,  Mrs.  Eva 
Shaw,  Mr.  C.  B.  Baker,  Mr. 
W.  L.  Whisnant 

COMMUNITY— Mr.  Raymond 
Helton,  Mrs.  Jack  Evan,  Mr. 
Danny  Rhinehart 

EAST  HICKORY— Mr.  Garland 
Snipes,  Mr.  Willie  Kilby 

HICKORY,  FIRST— Mrs.  S.  G. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Cora  Sparks,  Mrs. 
J.  0.  Shirley,  Mr.  Chester  M. 
Latta,  Mr.  A.  F.  White,  Mr. 
C.  S.  Stevenson,  Mrs.  W.  H.  In- 
gold,  Mr.  G.  A.  Thomason,  Mr. 
J.  0.  Shirley,  Mr.  T.  E.  Odom 

HIGHLAND— Mrs.  G.  W.  Granger, 
Mr.  Walter  Teague,  Mr.  John 
Frye,  Mr.  Richard  Sigmon,  Mrs. 
H.  A.  Ball,  Mrs.  Eddie  Wool- 
ridge,  Mrs.  A.  Guy  Hoke 

LONGVIEW— Mrs.  Ransom  Crump, 
Mrs.  Baxter  Hawkins 

VIEWMONT— Mr.  R.  D.  Webster 

WEST  HICKORY— Mr.  Tommy 
Church,  Mr.  P.  M.  Stewart,  Mrs. 


Naomi  Cody,  Mrs.  D.  P.  Russell, 
Mrs.  G.  D.  Auton,  Mrs.  Mary 
Penley,  Mr.  A.  V.  Cline,  Mr. 
G.  L.  Huffman,  Mr.  Ken  Ben- 
field,  Mr.  W.  Edd  Powell 

HILDEBRAN,  FIRST— 
Mr.  George  Cooke,  Mr.  Columbus 
Moore 

ICARD— Mr.  D.  M.  Abee,  Rev. 
M.  A.  Huffman,  Mrs.  Julia  Mc- 
Duffy,  Mrs.  Ed  Teems 

NEWTON,  FIRST— Mr.  Guy 
Robert,  Sr.,  Mr.  H.  L.  Hefner, 
Mrs.  Annie  Hughey,  Mr.  Ray 
Burgess 

NORTH  NEWTON— Rev.  V.  L. 
Andrews,  Sr.,  Mrs.  B.  L.  Clem- 
mer,  Sr. 

PROVIDENCE— Mrs.  D.  W,  Brit- 
tian,  Mr.  Russell  W.  Schrum 
(Deacon) 

SANDY  RIDGE— Mrs.  Carrie 
Bumgarner 

WARLICK'S— Mrs.  Minnie 
Decker,  Mr.  Willie  Mull 
(Deacon) 


Church  Directories 


PASTORS 

The  names  and  addresses  of  the  pastors  of  this  association  are  contained  in 
statistical  table  A. 


ORDAINED  MINISTERS,  NOT  PASTORS,  HOLDING  MEMBERSHIP 
IN  THE  CHURCHES  OF  THERON  RANKIN  ASSOCIATION 


Name 

Address 

Church 

Abernethy,  Alfred  (Ch.O.)  

Bragg,  J.  L.  (R.O.)  

U.  S.  A.  F  

Hildebran  

Providence 

Hildebran,  First 

Penelope 

Longview 

Penelope 

Warlick's 

Warlick's 

Longview 

Catawba 

West  Hickory 

Corinth 

Mountain  Grove 
Temple 

Bryant,  Wade  (I.O.)  

Chester,  0.  S.  (I.O.)  

Conner,  D.  H.  (I.O.)  

Crump,  Zeno  (I.O.)  

Gilbert,  Frank  (I.O.)  

Keller,  J.  C.  (I.O.)  

Morrow,  Phillip  Ray  (O.M.)  

Price,  J.  Louis  (R.O.)  

Propst,  Dean  (O.M.)  

918  Lenoir  Road,  Hickory  

169  29th  Street  S.W.,  Hickory 
765  21st  Street,  S.W.,  Hickory 

Route  2,  Connelly  Springs  

Rt.  5,  Box  146,  Hickory  

2820  1st  Avenue  N.W.,  Hickory 

Reep,  Jay  (O.M.)  

Sullivan,  E.  F.  (R.O.)  

1920  North  Center  Street,  Hickory.  . 

ASSISTANT  PASTORS  OR  EDUCATIONAL  DIRECTORS 

Namb 

Address 

Church 

Byler,  David  0  

Hegenbart,  Alex  F  

Kercher,  R.  Paul  

616  North  Center  Street,  Hickory.  . . 

635  West  6th  Street,  Newton  

805  9th  Avenue  N.E.,  Hickory  

810  2nd  Avenue  N.W.,  Hickory.  .  , 
534  2nd  Avenue  N.W.,  Hickory 
114  34th  Street  N.W.,  Hickory 

First,  Hickory 
First,  Newton 
Highland 
West  Hickory 
First,  Hickory 
Penelope 

MINISTERS  ORDAINED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Name 

Address 

Church 

Atnip,  Thomas  

Craig,  Roy  A  

Crapps,  Eddie  

Hegenbart,  Alex  F  

Whitener,  Harold  D  

P.O.  Box  482,  Claremont  

310  12th  Street  N.W.,  Hickory  

Southern  Baptist  Seminary, 

810  2nd  Avenue  N.W.,  Hickory 

Wake  Forest,  N.  C  

West  Hickory 
Wayside 

First,  Hickory 
West  Hickory 
Catawba 
Oyama 

Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association 
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Naub 

Address 

Church 

Thompson,  W.  H  

Taylorsville,  N.  C  

Oakland  Heights 

DIRECTOR  OF  AUDIO-VISUAL  AIDS 

Church 

Name 

Address 

F.  W.  Broome  

345  7th  Ave.  Place  N.W.,  Hickory 
P.O.  Box  552,  Hickory 
P.O.  Box  98.  Conover 
Route  3,  Vale 

West  Hickory  

Providence  

Yates  Abernethy  

LIBRARIANS 

Church 

Name 

Address 

Catawba  

Route  1,  Claremont 
Rt.  3,  Vale 

719  19th  Street  S.W.,  Hickory 
134  15th  Street  S.E.,  Hickory 
196  23rd  Street  N.W.,  Hickory 
829  Main  Avenue  N.E.,  Hickory 
514  10th  St.  Blvd.  N.W..  Hickory 
3633  1st  Avenue  S.W.,  Hickory 
Rt.  2.  Box  140-B,  Hickory 
Rt.  3,  Hickory 

1417  1st  Ave.  Place  N.W.,  Hickory 

Hildebran 

Rt.  1,  Hickory 

409  E.  nth  Street,  Newton 

Miss  Patricia  Costner  

"    East  Hickory  

"  First  

Mrs.  Guy  Huffman  

Mrs.  Spurgeon  Young  

"  Highland  

*  Oakland  Heights  

*  Temple  

Miss  Jean  Hawn  

Miss  Kay  Kirby  

*  Viewmont  

■   West  Hickory  

Hildebran,  First  

Mrs.  W.  K.  Truett  
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PIANIST  OR  ORGANIST 


Church 


Name 


Address 


Brookford  

Catawba  

Claremont  

Corinth  

Hickory,  Calvary  

"   Community . . . . . 

"   East  Hickory  

"  First  

"  Highland  

"  Longview  

"   Oakland  Heights. 

"  Penelope  

"  Temple  

"  Viewmont  

"   West  Hickory. . . 

Hildebran,  First  

Icard  

Mountain  Grove  

Newton,  First  

"  North  

Oyama  

Providence  

Sandy  Ridge  

Springs  Road  

Startown  

Sweetwater  

Warlick's  

Wayside  

Grace  


Mrs.  W.  C.  Laney  

Miss  Polly  A.  Abernathy . . 

Mr.  Jimmy  Wilson  

Mrs.  Roy  Stallings  

Mrs.  Larry  Overcash  

Miss  Annette  Bolton  

Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson  

George  Davis  

Mrs.  E.  L.  Guthrie  

Mrs.  Lloyd  Pittman  

Miss  Barbara  Brooks  

Mrs.  Mayo  Weaver  

Mrs.  Kenneth  Little  

Mrs.  Ralph  Kendall  

Mrs.  Dean  Woods  

Mrs.  Mildred  Wycoff  

Mrs.  Amos  Lingerfelt  

Miss  Betty  Sigmon  

Miss  Elizabeth  Wood  

Mr.  Cecil  Murray  

Mrs.  Garland  Caldwell  

Mrs.  M.  S.  Brittian  

Mrs.  Emmett  Huffman  

Miss  Gale  Huffman  

Miss  Christine  Bumgarner. 

Miss  Patsy  Houston  

Miss  Elizabeth  Marlowe. . . 
Miss  Nancy  Kirby  


161  20th  Avenue  S.W.,  Hickory 

Star  Route,  Catawba 

1143  Main  Ave.  Drive  N.W.,  Hickory 

Route  1,  Hickory 

421  24th  St.  S.W.,  Hickory 

Hickory 

122  16th  Street  S.E.,  Hickory 
122  5th  Street  N.W.,  Hickory 
805  9th  Avenue  N.E.,  Hickory 
Rt.  2,  Hickory 

1673  C  Avenue  S.E.,  Hickory 

P.O.  Box  72,  Hildebran 

375  4th  Street  N.W.,  Hickory 

2606  1st  Avenue  N.W.,  Hickory 

P.O.  Box  585,  Hickory 

Hildebran 

Icard 

Route  1,  Hickory 

635  W.  6th  Street,  Newton 

2324  N.  Main  Avenue,  Newton 

Route  2,  Conover 

Route  4,  Hickory 

305  20th  Avenue  N.E.,  Hickory 

Route  2,  Conover 

Route  1,  Newton 

Route  3,  Hickory 

Route  1,  Hickory 

80  30th  Street  N.W.,  Hickory 


HISTORICAL  TABLE 


Year         Place  of  Meeting 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher  of 
Annual  Sermon 

1956  Hickory,  First; 

Hildebran,  First  

1957  West  Hickory; 

Mountain  Grove  

1958  Viewmont; 

Providence  

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

V.  C.  Martin 
0.  Jack  Murphy 
James  Helvey,  Jr. 

Statistical  Tables 
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H  IKAKE  FOREST  COLLEGE 

i.0(^,  'il^-^  LIBRARY 

THE  RON  RANKIN 

BAPTIST 

ASSOCIATION 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

FOURTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 

HELD  WITH 

CATAWBA  CHURCH,  CATAWBA 
October  22,  7959 

FIRST  CHURCH,  HICKORY 

October  22,  1959  ('Evening  s»s$ion) 
October  23,  J  959 


1959 


NEXT  ANNUAL  SESSION 

Th«  ntxt  annual  session  wilt  b«  held  fch«  first  day  with 
East  Hickory  Church,  October  20,  I960 
(Evening  session  on  Oct.  20  at  Viewmont  Church) 
the  second  day  with 

Viewmont  Baptist  Church,  October  21,  i960 


Fourth  Annual  Session 


THERON  RANKIN  BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION 


Fourth  Annual  Session 

HELD  WITH 

CATAWBA  CHURCH,  CATAWBA 

FIRST  CHURCH,  HICKORY  (Evening  session) 
October  22,  1959 

FIRST  CHURCH,  HICKORY 

October  23,  1959 


NEXT  ANNUAL  SESSION 

The  next  annual  session  will  be  held  the  first  day  at  East  Hickory 
Baptist  Church,  on  October  20,  1960  (Evening  session  at 
Viewmont  Church)  and  the  second  day  with  Viewmont 
Baptist  Church  on  October  21,  1960 

1959 


THOMAS  P.  PRUITT,  1893-1958 

Tliis  volume  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Tliomas  P.  Pruitt  of  llickoiy 
order  of  tlie  association. 

Born  into  a  Baptist  pastor's  liome,  he  understood,  loved  and  helped  pastors 
of  all  churches.  He  was  educated  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  the  University  of 
Florida.  He  began  practicing  law  in  Hickory  in  1915  and  arose  to  l)econie  presi- 
dent of  the  North  Carolina  Bar  Association.  He  was  active  in  legal  affairs,  civic 
clubs  and  church  activities.  He  is  best  remendjered  as  a  Christian  gentleman  with 
strong  convictions  and  higli  ideals  and  for  his  consecrated  loyalty  to  his  church 
and  denomination. 

For  twenty-nine  years  he  was  Sunday  School  Superintendent  in  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  Hickory.  He  gave  freely  of  his  time  and  energy  to  State  and 
Southern  Convention  causes.  He  was  trustee  of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Baptist  Chil- 
dren's Homes  for  twenty-five  consecutive  years.  Among  the  luany  places  of  respon- 
sibility of  institutions,  he  was  elected  as  Vice-President  of  the  Xorth  Carolina 
Baptist  State  Convention,  Trustee  of  Wake  Forest  College,  Trustee  of  Meredith 
College  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  chairman  of  the  adminis- 
trative division  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

He  Avas  a  dedicated  servant  of  God  whose  life  was  a  living  testimony  of  the 
Grace  of  God. 
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Directory  of  Association 

1959-60 


OFFICERS 

J.  Howard  Gates,  Moderator  858  8th  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

B.  A.  Cooper,  Vice  Moderator  P.  O.  Box  114,  Catawba 

Miss  Helen  Cater,  Cleric  1205  Main  Ave.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Heath  B.  Marsh,  Treasurer  3024  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

J.  D.  Greene,  Historian  Eoute  5,  Lakewood,  Hickory 

TRUSTEES 

E.  Murray  Tate,  Jr.,  Chmn  P.  O.  Box  202,  Hickory 

Wn.S0N  AuLTMAN  425  5th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Heath  B.  Marsh  3024  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 


ASSOCIATION  AUXILIARIES 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Sunday  School  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Frelon  W.  Broome,  Training  Union  Director.  .  .345  7th  Ave.  Place,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook,  W.  M.  U.  President  P.  O.  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Wayne  DeHart,  Brotherhood  President  Box  495,  Annex,  Hickory 

Hendley  Ellington,  Director  of  Music  549  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 


BOARD  REPRESENTATIVES 

Albert  A.  Young,  General  Board  of  N.  C.  Baptist  State  Convention .  .  .  .Hickory 

C.  G.  Fox,  Trustee,  Mars  Hill  College  Hickory 

L.  P.  Frans,  Trustee,  Mars  Hill  College  Hickory 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Trustee,  WaTce  Forest  College  Hickory 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Program  Committee:  J.  Ho^Yard  Gates,  Chmn.,  858  8th  St.  NE,  Hickory,  Albert 

A.  Young,  T.  W.  Nelson,  Hendley  Ellington,  James  Helvey 
Membership   Committee:   James  Helvey,   Chmn,   1826  North   College  Avenue, 

Hickory,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  J.  Louis  Price,  M.  L.  Ross,  B.  A.  Cooper 
Resolutions  Committee:  W.  S.  Elliott,  Chmn.,  813  8th  St.  Drive,  SE,  Hickory, 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh,  Mrs.  M.  G.  Turbyfill,  V.  C.  Martin 
Extension  Committee:  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Chmn.,  1205  Main  Ave.  Drive,  NW, 

Hickory,  Harold  Deal,  James  Wilder,  Donald  Greene,  L.  V.  Connell 
Finance  Committee:  Heath  B.  Marsh,  Chmn.,  3024  North  Center  Street,  Hickory, 

Bruce  Teague,  E.  M.  Suggs,  O.  Jack  Murphy,  Harry  Barger 
Place  and  Preacher  Committee :  Albert  A.  Young,  Chmn.,  97  18th  Avenue,  NW, 

Hickory,  B.  R.  Holbrook,  Matt  L.  Hastings,  Mrs.  Howard  Gates,  Mrs.  Fritz 

D.  Hemphill 

Christian  Life  Committee:  G.  Othell  Hand,  534  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory,  Fred 
A.  Lane,  Wayne  DeHart,  George  F.  Hemphill,  Edd  Swann 
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Putlicity :  Frank  Poovey 

Nominating  Committee:  G.  Othell  Hand,  Chmn.,  534  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory; 
Ted  L.  Starnes,  Matt  L.  Hastings,  W.  S.  Elliott,  B.  E.  Holbrook 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Evangelism  O.  Jack  Murphy,  3224  Main  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Homes  tor  Aging  M.  L.  Eoss,  Eoute  4,  Hickory 

Baptist  Hospital  B.  E.  Holbrook,  P.  O.  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Children 's  Homes  Glenn  Whitley,  Eoute  3,  Box  276  AA,  Hickory 

Christian  Education  Mrs.  W.  S.  Elliott,  813  8th  St.  Drive,  SE,  Hickory 

American  Bible  Society  Eobert  L.  Huff,  Viewmont  Apt.  11-A,  Hickory 

Christian  Literature  Fred  A.  Lane,  114  33rd  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Ministers  Eetirement  E.  F.  Sullivan,  1920  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

Home  Missions  Ted  L.  Starnes,  1329  15th  St.  Court,  NE,  Hickory 

State  Missions  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  1205  Main  Ave.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Foreign  Missions  Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson,  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Public  Eelations  Committee:  Albert  A.  Young,  Chmn.,  97  18th  Ave.,  NW, 
Hickory  James  Helvey,  W.  S.  Elliott,  Frank  Poovey 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

O.  Jack  Murphy,  Supt.  of  Evangelism  3224  Main  Ave.  NW,  Hickory 

Donald  Greene,  Swpt.  of  Training  Hollar  Bldg.,  Hickory 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Marsh,  Supt.  of  Vacation  Bihle  Schools 

3024  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 
Mrs.  Lindsay  Miller,  Jr.,  Secretary  57  13th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

DEPARTMENT  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Mrs.  Conley  Fox,  Cradle  Roll  Eoute  2,  Conover 

Mrs.  Dewey  Keller,  Nursery  Eoute  2,  Box  233,  Hickory 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Bridges,  Jr.,  Beginner  Eoute  2,  Hickory 

(to  be  elected)  Primary 

Eobert  Huff,  Junior  Viewmont  Apts.  No.  11-A,  Hickory 

Bruce  Huffman,  Intermediate  Eoute  2,  Conover 

E.  Conley  Eobinson,  Young  People  Eoute  3,  Box  363,  Hickory 

G.  S.  Eobinson,  Adult  1446  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

v.  C.  Martin,  Extension  1830  12th  Avenue,  NE,  Hickory 

TRAINING  UNION 

Frelon  W.  Broome,  Director  345  7th  Ave.  Place,  NW,  Hickory 

Egbert  L.  Huff,  Associate  Director  11 A  Viewmont  Apts.,  Hickory 

Frank  Thomas,  Associate  Director  1646  3rd  Ave.  Drive,  NE,  Hickory 

Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand,  Pastor- Advisor  534  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Miss  Betty  Bolick,  Secretary  Eoute  2,  Box  477,  Hickory 

James  W.  Snyder,  Chorister  541  1st  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Alex  F.  Hegenbart,  Pianist  810  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Frank  Poovey,  Audio-Visual  Aids  Associate.  .  .  .2044-B  6th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 
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DEPARTMENT  LEADERS 

Clemmie  Self,  Adult  1606  E.  Avenue,  SE,  Hickory 

E.  Paul  Kercher,  Young  People  534  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs,  Bruce  Huffman,  Intermediate  Koute  2,  Conover 

Charles  Wagner,  Jr.,  Junior  Eoute  2,  Box  324,  Hickory 

Miss  Ann  Feltner,  Primary  645  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs,  Forest  Laxton,  Beginner  Hildebran 

(to  be  elected)  Nursery 

Group  Leaders:  Ted  DeEhodes  21  35th  St.  PI.  NW,  Hickory 

LoY  Mauney,  Jr  Newton 

EiCHARD  G.  Eeese  303  9th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

Mrs,  B.  E,  Holbrook,  President  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Mrs,  B.  a.  Cooper,  Vice-President  Box  114,  Catawba 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Secretary  826  9th  Ave.  Place,  NE,  Hickory 

Miss  Tennie  Freeman,  Treasurer  127  14th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Eose  Wolff,  Mission  Study  421  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs,  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Community  Mi^s-ions 

1205  Main  Ave.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  J.  Howard  Cates,  Stewardship  858  8th  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Dale  Wilson,  Prayer  Icard 

Mrs.  Carl  W.  Fye,  Y.W.A.  Director  Box  261,  Newton 

Mrs.  Eobert  Boatwright,  G.  A.  Director  Conover 

Mrs.  Eaymond  Scarborough,  Sunheam  Director.  .  .  .310  39th  Street,  SW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Bruce  Huffman,  Literature  Eoute  2,  Conover 

Mrs.  G.  Othell  Hand,  Chorister  534  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Ealph  Kendall,  Pianist  2606  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  L.  p.  Frans,  Carver  School  of  Missions  and  Margaret  Fund 

Country  Club  Eoad,  Hickory 
Mrs.  Victor  Andrews,  Sr.,  Nominating  Committee  Chmn  Newton 

BROTHERHOOD 

G.  Wayne  DeHart,  President  P.  O.  Box  495,  Annex,  Hickory 

Egbert  E.  Ehoney,  Program  Vice-President  P.  O.  Box  152,  Hildebran 

James  E.  Clay,  Promotion  Vice-President  406  11th  Street,  SW,  Hickory 

Donald  E.  Greene,  Attendance  Vice-President  P.  O.  Box  273,  Hickory 

Alex  F.  Hegenbart,  Song  Leader  810  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

V.  H.  White,  Secretary-Treasurer  P.  O.  Box  355,  Hickory 

Eay  Childers,  Royal  Ambassador  Leader  Hildebran 

Bruce  Huffman,  Boyal  Ambassador  Leader  Eoute  2,  Conover 

Advisory  Committee:  T.  W.  Nelson,  O.  Jack  Murphy,  J.  D.  Compton 


MUSIC 

Hendley  Ellington,  Director  549  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Pastor-Advisor  1205  Main  Ave.  Drive,  NW,  Hickory 
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David  O.  Byler,  Director  of  Congregational  Activities 

616  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 
James  W,  Snydeb,  Director  of  Instrumental  Activities 

541  1st  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Alex  F.  Hegenbart,  Director  of  Training  810  2nd  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Mack  Stafford,  Director  of  Graded  Choir  Activities 

Eoute  2,  Box  133-E,  Hickory 
Miss  Helen  Cater,  Director  of  Publicity  and  Promotion.  P.  O.  Box  552,  Hickory 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Church  Layman  Address 

Brookford — E.  S.  Bolick  Brookford 

Catawba — Grady  Abernethy  Catawba 

Claremont — Clarence  Spencer  Koute  2,  Newton 

Corinth— J.  D.  Wilson  Route  3,  Vale 

Grace — E.  J.  Jackson  Route  3,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Calvary — Herman  Falls  1505  5th  Avenue,  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Community — James  Goble  378  16th  St.  Place,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  East  Hickory — Russell  R.  Fisher  134  15th  St.  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  First — Donald  Greene  Lakewood,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Highland— V.  H.  White  P.  O.  Box  355,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Longview — Julius  Cook,  Jr  2519  13th  Ave.  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Oakland  Heights — Carl  G.  King  Route  1,  Box  557- A,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Penelope — Cecil  Sigmon  318  33rd  St.,  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Temple — Claude  Rudisill  Rt.  3,  Box  120,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Viewmont — John  Quinn  234  9th  Ave.  Drive,  NE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  West  Hickory — Ralph  E.  Bolick  151  34th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Hildebran,  First — Perry  Abernathy  Hildebran 

Icard — S.  A.  Carswell  Icard 

Mountain  Grove — William  Pitts  Route  1,  Hickory 

Newton,  First — Perry  Huitt  2338  North  Main  Ave.,  Newton 

Newton,  North — Floyd  I.  Davis  Route  1,  Newton 

Gyama — S.  C.  Duncan  Route  3,  Box  298,  Hickory 

Providence — M.  S.  Brittian  Route  4,  Hickory 

Sandy  Ridge — Charles  Wagner,  Jr  Route  2,  Hickory 

Springs  Road — Warner  Benge  Route  2,  Conover 

Startown — Clarence  Smith  Route  1,  Newton 

Sweetwater — Jack  Lingerfelt  227  21st  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Warlick's — Lee  Speagle  Route  2,  Connelly  Springs 

Wayside — 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICES 

1.  This  association  lias  no  Baptist  school,  hospital,  encampment,  orphanage, 
state  or  south-wide  agency  or  board  located  within  its  borders. 

2.  There  is  no  W.  M.  U.,  Sunday  School,  Training  Union  or  Brotherhood 
meeting  during  the  sessions  of  our  association.  All  these  meet  at  some  other 
time.  No  minutes  of  their  meetings  were  furnished  the  clerk  for  publication 
except  the  W.  M.  U.  Information  on  their  work  can  be  found  in  their  reports 
to  this  body. 

3.  The  calendar  activities  of  the  association  is  incomplete  at  this  time 
but  will  be  issued  at  a  later  date. 

4.  Eeports  to  this  session  of  the  association  are  found  in  the  section  imme- 
diately following  the  Proceedings  of  Association  and  bear  the  name  of  chairman 
of  the  committee  only. 

5.  In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Association  no  mention  is  made  of  a  motion 
for  the  adoption  of  reports.  The  fact  that  they  appear  in  the  minutes  prove  their 
adoption. 


LIST  OF  MESSENGERS 


Brookford  (4)  W.  C.  Laney  (Pastor),  Mrs.  W.  C.  Laney,  Lillian  Stepp 
Catawba  (5)  B.  A.  Cooper  (Pastor),  John  Danner,  John  Stewart,  Carl  Wike, 

H.  A.  Witherspoon 
Claremont  (3)  Hampton  L.  Scronce  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Ealph  E.  Monday 
Corinth   (5)   C.  S.  Ehoney,  C.  V.  Stallings,  Velma  Stallings,  Mrs.  Quentin 

Whisnant 

Grace  (3)  D.  E.  Couch  (Pastor),  Lester  Whitener 

Hickory,  Calvary  (5)  W.  W.  Marr  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Eoy  Cook,  Mrs.  David  Hollar, 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Marr 

Hickory,  Community  (5)  E.  L.  Ball  (Pastor),  Mrs.  E.  L.  Ball,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Land, 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Pittman 

Hickory,  East  (6)  T.  W.  Nelson  (Pastor)  G.  W.  DeHart,  Mrs.  Joe  Franklin, 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Canipe,  Mrs.  E.  V.  Denton,  Guy  Fisher,  Sr.,  Clemmie  Self 
Hickory,  First  (18)  G.  Othell  Hand  (Pastor),  David  O.  Byler,  C.  F.  Chambers, 

Hendley  Ellington,  Donald  E.  Greene,  J.  D.  Greene,  Mrs.  Othell  Hand,  Mrs. 

W.  H.  Howard,  Mrs.  E.  O.  Link,  T.  G.  Maxwell,  Mrs.  D.  L.  Nichols,  Mrs. 

Tom  Pruitt,  Sr.,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Stevenson,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Wells,  Bill  L.  Whitener, 

Mrs.  Eose  Wolff,  Dr.  W.  D.  Yelton,  Mrs.  N.  A.  Yount 
Hickory,  Highland  (10)  J.  Howard  Gates  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Howard  Cates,  Mrs. 

W.  B.  Duncan,  Clifford  D.  Moses,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Ogren,  Eldon  W.  Payne,  E.  M. 

Suggs,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Suggs,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Turbyfill,  V.  H.  White,  Mrs.  V.  H.  White 
Hickory,  Longview  (6)  J.  D.  Compton  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Wayne  Elder,  Forrest 

Laxton,  Mrs.  Jim  Shelton,  Eay  Woody 
Hickory,  Oakland  Heights   (4)   Berry  Lafone   (Pastor),  Mrs.  Lee  Brooks, 

Mrs.  Peggy  Wilcox,  Mrs.  Eose  Hefner,  Mrs.  Berry  Lafone 

Hichory,  Penelope  (12)  O.  Jack  Murphy  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Linwood  Brittian, 
Mrs.  Julius  Butler,  Mrs.  Nellie  Frye,  Mrs.  John  D.  McCray,  O.  E.  McCray,  Mrs. 
O.  Jack  Murphy,  D.  C.  Owens,  Henry  D.  Stames,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Turner,  Ed 
Young 

Hickory,  Temple  (6)  W.  S.  Elliott  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Qyde  Daye,  Mrs.  W.  S. 

Elliott,  Cecil  Mull,  Floyd  A.  Queen,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Sullivan 
Hickory,  Viewmont  (12)  Albert  A.  Young  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Joe  Beckom,  Mrs. 

T.  F.  Digh,  Mrs.  Carroll  Moser,  Eobert  L.  Huff,  Mrs.  Eobert  L.  Huff 
Hickory,  West  (13)  Fritz  D.  Hemphill  (Pastor),  James  E.  Clay,  Mrs.  J.  E. 

Day,  Alex  Hegenbart,  Mrs.  Alex  Hegenbart,  Mrs.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  J. 

Louis  Price,  Mrs.  J.  Louis  Price,  Miss  Helen  Cater,  Clyde  Eobinson,  Mrs. 

A.  A.  Eowe,  Eay  M.  Eowell,  Mrs.  Mack  Stafford,  Mrs.  Fred  Williams 
HiLDEBRAN,  FiRST  (9)  B.  E.  Holbrook  (Pastor),  Howard  C.  Abernethy,  Mrs. 

Byrd  Cooke,  Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook,  Eddie  Holbrook,  W.  B.  Owens,  Mrs. 

Ernest  Stuart,  Sr. 
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ICAED  (5)  Mrs.  P.  A.  Berry,  Mrs.  Nathan  Mull,  Mrs.  Connelly  Williams,  Mrs. 
Dale  Wilson 

Mountain  Grove  (6)  L.  Vernon  Connell  (Pastor),  Mrs.  L.  V.  Connell,  C.  S. 
Echerd,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Echerd,  Mrs.  G.  F.  HufEman,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Whitener,  Mrs. 
A.  P.  Whitener 

Newton,  First  (10)  James  M.  Wilder  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Bartow  Hilton 
Newton,  North  (6)  James  Helvey  (Pastor),  W.  E.  Massey,  H.  C.  Hassler, 

Alvin  W.  Moses,  Jerrel  Stewart,  Gene  N.  Cochrane,  Floyd  Davis 
Oyama  (3)  S.  C.  Duncan,  Paul  Lail 

Providence   (4)  M.  L.  Ross   (Pastor),  Mrs.  Fate  Asherbranner,  Mrs.  Carrie 

Schrum,  Mrs.  Lola  Huffman,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Ross 
Sandy  Ridge  (6)  V.  C.  Martin  (Pastor),  Floyd  W.  Barger,  Mrs.  Floyd  W. 

Barger,  Mrs.  Guy  Martin,  Mrs.  V.  C.  Martin,  Mrs.  Donnie  Page,  Ernest  C. 

Robinson 

Springs  Road  (4)  A.  D.  Bumgarner,  Harold  G.  Mathis 

Startown   (3)  Kenneth  M.  Bowen  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Kenneth  M.  Bowen,  Mrs. 

James  Fox 

Sweetwater  (3)  Ted  L.  Starnes  (Pastor),  Julia  Colley,  Catherine  Queen 
Warlick's   (7)   Matt  L.  Hastings   (Pastor),  Mrs.  Albert  Berry,  Mrs.  Pearl 

Chapman,  Mrs.  Clyde  Church,  Mrs.  Matt  L.  Hastings,  Mrs.  Charlie  Orders, 

Mrs.  Pearl  Starnes 

Wayside  (4)  Robert  P.  Laws  (Pastor),  J.  A.  Cook,  Tom  C.  Hardin,  Ray  Kirby 


CONSTITUTION 

Adopted  October  25,  1956 

Article  I.  NAME 
TMs  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association. 

Article  II.  OBJECTIVE 
The  objective  of  the  association  shall  be  to  devise  and  implement  plans  for 
the  enlargement  and  accomplishment  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  the  member 
churches  through  fellowship  and  cooperation  with  each  other.  The  association  shall 
iseek  to  recommend  measures  for  the  increased  harmony  and  spiritual  power  of 
member  churches.  It  shall  provide  an  organizational  framework  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  missions,  including  education  and  evangelism,  through  the 
program  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Article  III.  ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 
The  articles  of  faith  of  this  association,  which  shall  be  the  basis  of  fellow- 
ship and  cooperation,  are  those  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Memphis,  May  14,  1925. 

Article  IV.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  be  composed  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Churches  which  are  members  of  the  present  association. 

Section  2.  The  association  shall  receive  into  its  fellowship  and  program  such 
other  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  as  adhere  to  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  as 
expressed  in  the  Articles  of  Faith  of  the  association,  subscribe  to  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  of  the  association,  and  support  the  Southern  Baptist  and 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Missions  program. 

Section  3.  The  association  shall  withdraw  fellowship  from  member  churches 
upon  their  continual  refusal  to  cooperate  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  objective 
of  the  association. 

Article  V.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  meet  in  regular  session  annually  for  two  days 
in  one  or  more  of  its  member  churches  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the 
business  of  the  association  and  for  the  inspiration  of  member  churches  in  the 
support  of  the  cause  of  missions. 

Section  2.  Upon  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Moderator 
shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  association  when  necessary  with  adequate  notice 
to  all  member  churches. 

Section  3.  Meetings  of  the  association  organizations,  i.e.,  Sunday  School, 
Baptist  Training  Union,  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  Brotherhood,  shall 
be  held  during  the  associational  year  under  the  leadership  of  the  associational 
officers.  The  purpose  of  these  meetings  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the  missionary 
enterprise  thiough  the  work  of  the  individual  organizations. 
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Article  VI.  OFFICEES 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  Moderator,  Vice-Moderator,  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  Historian,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.  U.  President,  Brotherhood  President,  Director  of  Music,  three  Trustees, 
and  Publicity  Chairman. 

Article  VII.  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
The  standing  committees  of  the  association  shall  be  as  follows:  Executive, 
Nominating,  Program,  Membership,  Eesolutions,  Extension,  Finance,  Time  and 
Place,  Christian  Life,  and  Evangelism. 

Article  VIII.  AMENDMENTS 
This  constitution  may  be  amended  on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  such  amendment, 
alteration  or  repeal  shall  have  been  presented  in  writing  at  the  previous  annual 
meeting. 

BY-LAWS 

Article  I.  MEMBEKSHIP 

Section  1.  Application  from  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  desiring  member- 
ship in  the  association  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  membership  committee  at 
least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  annual  meeting.  This  committee  shall  report 
on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting.  Messengers  of  the  applying  churches 
may  be  seated  upon  its  acceptance  into  the  membership  of  the  association  by 
two-thirds  majority  vote. 

Section  2,  Member  churches,  at  the  close  of  the  associational  year,  shall 
send  annually  to  the  association  a  report  relative  to  the  location,  dates  of  preach- 
ing, membership,  baptisms,  revivals  and  other  information.  Forms  for  the  gather- 
ing of  this  information  will  be  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  association. 

Article  II.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  held  on  Thursday 
and  Friday  following  the  third  Sunday  in  October. 

Section  2.    The  association  year  shall  close  on  September  30. 

Section  3.  Eeports  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  limited  to  300  words. 

Section  4.  Parliamentary  procedure  of  all  meetings  of  the  association  and 
its  Executive  Committee  shall  be  in  accordance  with  Kerf oot 's  ' '  Parliamentary 
Practice. ' ' 

Section  5.  Business  sessions  of  the  association  shall  be  composed  of  messen- 
gers from  the  member  churches.  Each  member  church  shall  send  three  messen- 
gers for  the  first  100  members  of  the  church  and  one  messenger  for  each  addi- 
tional 100  members  or  major  fraction  thereof. 

Article  III.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS 
Section  1.    Officers  of  the  association  shall  be  elected  by  majority  vote.  The 
Moderator  and  Vice-Moderator  shall  be  nominated  from  the  floor.    Other  officers 
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shall  be  nominated  by  the  Nominating  Committee.  Nominations  by  the  Nominat- 
ing Committee,  however,  shall  not  preclude  nominations  from  the  floor.  All 
officers  shall  assume  their  duties  at  the  close  of  the  annual  meeting.  Vacancies 
occurring  between  meetings  of  the  association  shall  be  filled  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee upon  nomination  from  the  Nominating  Committee. 

Section  2.  The  Moderator  shall  preside  over  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
association  and  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  may,  by  fraternal 
visitation,  counsel  and  advise  with  the  churches  regarding  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation during  the  year.  He  shall  not  be  eligible  to  succeed  himself  after  the 
third  successive  term.    He  is  ex-officio  member  of  all  committees. 

Section  3.  The  Vice-Moderator  shall  assist  the  Moderator  in  ways  designated 
by  the  Moderator. 

Section  4.  The  Clerk  shall  keep  all  records  of  the  association,  distribute 
report  blanks  to  the  clerks  of  member  churches,  make  accurate  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  body  in  session,  and  prepare  and  issue  the  minutes  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  He  shall  also  serve  as  Clerk 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Section  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive,  deposit  and  disburse  all  funds  of  the 
association  as  designated  by  the  association  or  its  Executive  Committee.  He 
shall  report  quarterly  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  present  an  audited  re- 
port at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association.  The  Treasurer  shall  calculate  the 
quota  of  each  church  in  the  support  of  the  budget  according  to  the  financial 
plan  of  the  association  and  notify  member  churches  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
quota. 

Section  6.  The  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.  U.  President  and  Brotherhood  President  shall  promote  the  work  of  their 
respective  organizations,  lead  educational  and  inspirational  meetings  for  their 
organizations,  and  encourage  the  organization  of  new  units  in  the  member 
churches  of  the  association. 

Section  7.  The  Director  of  Music  shall  assist  in  developing  better  music 
in  member  churches.  He  shall  be  responsible  for  the  music  at  all  meetings  of  the 
association  and  its  Executive  Committee;  leading  the  music,  providing  ac- 
companiment and  arranging  for  special  music. 

Section  8.  The  Trustees  shall  be  the  legal  representatives  of  the  association 
in  all  matters  relating  to  law,  sign  all  legal  documents  as  directed  by  the  as- 
sociation and/or  the  Executive  Committee.  They  shall  have  the  power,  under 
instructions  of  the  association  and/or  the  Executive  Committee,  to  hold,  buy, 
sell  and  convey  property,  both  real  and  personal  and  to  sign  all  papers  necessary 
for  the  purchase  of  conveyance.  The  Trustees  shall  administer  the  Scholarship 
fund. 

Section  9.  The  Historian  shall  record  as  a  part  of  the  permanent  record 
of  the  association  those  facts  and  events  that  are  of  historical  value  to  the 
association. 

Article  IV.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Section  1.  All  standing  committees  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  elected  annually  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
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messengers  present  at  the  annual  meeting.  All  standing  committees,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Executive  and  Nominating  Committees,  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Nominating  Committee.  The  Nominating  Committee,  shall  be  nominated 
from  the  floor. 

Section  2.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  officers  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  pastor  and  one  layman  from  each  church  of  the  association. 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  quarterly  on  Eriday 
following  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  second  month  of  each  quarter.  The  duty  of 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  association  between 
its  annual  meetings.  It  shall  supervise  the  work  of  the  standing  committees 
of  the  association  and  be  empowered  to  appoint  such  other  temporary  committees 
as  are  necessary  for  the  effective  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  association. 

Section  3.  The  Nominating  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
nominate  the  officers  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of  the  Executive  and 
Nominating  Committees. 

Section  4.  The  Program  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members,  including 
the  host  pastor  or  pastors  and  associational  Director  of  Music.  This  committee 
shall  prepare  and  distribute  to  member  churches  a  copy  of  the  suggested  program 
for  the  annual  meeting  at  least  30  days  before  the  meeting. 

Section  5,  The  Membership  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
receive  and  consider  all  petitionary  letters  regarding  churches  seeking  member- 
ship in  the  association.  It  shall  investigate  and  make  recommendations  concerning 
any  complaints  relative  to  the  fellowship  and  cooperation  of  member  churches. 

Section  6.  The  Eesolutions  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
draft  all  resolutions  directed  to  it  and  others  as  it  deems  wise. 

Section  7.  The  Extension  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  The  work 
of  this  committee  shall  be  to  discover  places  for  mission  churches. 

Section  8.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  consist  of  four  members  and  the 
Treasurer  as  ex-officio  chairman.  This  committee  shall  prepare  a  proposed  budget 
for  the  association.  It  shall  also  recommend  a  financial  plan  for  subscribing 
the  budget. 

Section  9.  The  Place  and  Preacher  Committee  shall  coinsist  of  five  members. 
It  shall  receive  invitations  and  recommend  places  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association.  It  also  shall  recommend  a  preacher  and  an  alternate  for  the  annual 
sermon. 

Section  10.  The  Christian  Life  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It 
shall  keep  abreast  of  the  moral  level  of  the  life  of  the  community.  It  shall  lead 
the  association  in  Christian  conduct,  cooperating  with  other  groups,  such  as, 
The  Christian  Life  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  The  Allied 
Church  League,  the  Citizens'  Committee  for  Good  Government,  working  for  the 
moral  improvement  of  the  Christian  life  of  the  community. 

Article  V.  AMENDMENTS 
The  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  business  session  of  the 
association  by  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  a  min- 
imum of  30  days'  notice  have  been  given  to  each  of  the  member  churches. 


Proceedings 
FOURTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 


THURSDAY  MORNING 
October  22,  1959 

1.  The  fourth  annual  session  of  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association  convened 
with  the  Catawba  Church.  David  O.  Byler  directed  the  singing  and  James 
Snyder  was  at  the  piano.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymns,  ' '  We  're  Marching 
To  Zion"  and  ''Send  the  Light,"  J.  Louis  Price  gave  the  devotional  reading 
from  I  Thessalonians. 

2.  The  Moderator,  J.  Howard  Cates,  announced  the  fourth  annual  session 
was  ready  to  transact  business.  The  Eegistration  chairman,  V.  H.  White,  re- 
ported 114  messengers  and  31  visitors  were  present  for  the  opening  period.  On 
motion  it  was  voted  that  those  registered  and  those  who  would  register  constitute 
the  voting  body  of  this  session. 

3.  The  host  pastor,  B.  A.  Cooper,  extended  a  cordial  welcome  to  those  at- 
tending. It  was  voted  that  the  printed  program  be  adopted  as  the  order  of 
service.  Among  the  visitors  recognized  were  L.  H.  Hollingsworth  of  Wake 
Forest  College  and  Harvey  Lance  from  Mar  Hill  College. 


PROGRAM 
Thursday  Morning — October  22,  1959 

Catawba  Baptist  Church 

"...  teaching  them  to  observe  .  .  .  Through  a  Program  of  Cooperation* ' 

10:00 — Praise  and  Prayer  J.  Louis  Price 

10:10 — Organization  and  Report  of  Program  committee 
10:30 — Teaching  and  Training  in  North  Carolina 

Christian  Literature  James  M,  Wilder 

Baptist  Hospital  Fritz  D.  Hemphill 

Homes  for  the  Aging  Mrs.  W.  T.  Stevenson 

Children's  Homes  Ted  L.  Starnes 

Christian  Education  L.  Vernon  Connell 

Hymn 

11:00 — Address  L.  H.  Hollingsworth,  Wake  Forest  College 

11:30— Hymn 

11:35 — Music  Eeport  David  O.  Byler 

11:45 — Special  Music 

11:55 — Annual  Sermon  B.  E.  Holbrook 

Alternate  T.  W.  Nelson 

12:30— Lunch 
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Thursday  Afternoon 

*.  .  .  teaching  them  to  observe  .  .  .  Through  Greater  Homeland  Proclamation'* 

1:45 — Praise  and  Prayer  W.  W.  Marr 

1:55 — Home  Missions  Eeport  Matt  L.  Hastings 

2:00 — Ministers  Eetirement  J.  D.  Compton 

2:05 — Training  Union  Eeport  William  E.  Melvin 

2:15 — Business  Session 
Hymn 

2:40 — State  Missions  Eeport  Albert  A.  Young 

2:50 — Evangelism  Eeport  B.  E.  Holbrook 

Hymn 

3:00 — Address  Douglas  M.  Branch,  Ealeigh 

3  :30 — Adjourn 

Thursday  Evening — October  22,  1959 
First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory 

.  .  teaching  them  to  observe  .  .  .  Through  World-wide  Witnessing" 


15— Praise  and  Prayer  W.  S.  Elliott 

30 — Brotherhood  Eeport  G.  Wayne  DeHart 

35 — Address  Donald  Adcox,  Hendersonville 

00 — Hymn 

05— W.  M.  U.  Eeport  Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook 

15 — Foreign  Missions  Eeport  Mrs.  Eose  Wolff 

20 — Special  Music 

25 — Address   Dr.  Elmer  S.  West,  Jr.,  Eichmond,  Va, 

00 — Adjourn 


Friday  Morning — October  23,  1959 

"...  teaching  and  training  .  .  .  TJnto  a  Full-grown  Christian"  . 

10:00 — Praise  and  Prayer  Eobert  L.  Huff 

10:10— Sunday  School  Eeport  T.  W.  Nelson 

10:15 — Address  Jack  Bagwell,  Ealeigh 

Hymn 

10:40 — Business  Session 

11:00 — Memorial  Service  E.  F.  Sullivan 

11:15 — American  Bible  Society  B.  A.  Cooper 

11:25 — Miscellaneous  Business 
11:40— Hymn 

11:45 — Christian  Life  Committee  G.  Othell  Hand 

11:55 — Special  Music 
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12:00  Address  M.  Eay  McKay,  Southeastern  Baptist 

Theological  Seminary 

12:30 — Lunch 

Adjourn 

4.  The  new  pastors  and  workers  who  have  come  into  the  association  sinCe  the 
last  annual  session  were  presented  by  T.  W.  Nelson.  They  are:  Hampton  Scronce, 
iClaremont;  Robert  L.  Huff,  Director  of  Education  and  Youth  Activities  at  View- 
mont;  James  W.  Snyder,  Director  of  Music  and  Education  at  Highland;  Miss 
Helen  Cater,  Educational  Secretary  at  West  Hickory;  Kenneth  M.  Bowen  at 
Startown;  Robert  P.  Laws  at  Wayside.  Miss  Anne  Feltner,  Director  Education 
at  First,  Hickory  and  Glenn  Whitley,  pastor  at  Oyama,  were  recognized  but 
were  not  present  at  this  particular  session. 

5.  Following  the  procedure  set  up  in  1958,  a  mimeographed  book  of  reports 
was  distributed  to  each  messenger.  Five  minutes  was  given  to  each  section  with 
these  speaking:  Christian  Literature,  James  M.  Wilder;  Baptist  Hospital,  Fritz  D. 
Hemphill;  Homes  for  the  Aging,  Albert  A.  Young;  Children's  Homes,  Roger 
Williams  from  Mills  Home  Church;  Christian  Education,  Harvy  Lance,  Mars  Hill. 

6.  A  motion  to  adopt  the  reports  as  printed  in  the  book  of  reports  was 
adopted. 

7.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymn,  ' '  Our  Best, "  L.  H.  Hollingsworth, 
Chaplain  of  Wake  Forest  College  brought  a  message.  Dr.  Othell  Hand  led  in 
prayer  for  the  work  of  the  various  agencies  of  our  Baptist  State  Convention. 

8.  The  Hymn,  ' '  Crown  Him  With  Many  Crowns, ' '  was  sung  and  a  report 
showed  129  messengers  registered  and  52  visitors  with  all  churches  represented 
except  Springs  Road. 

9.  David  O.  Byler  presented  the  music  report  after  which  he  called  for  all 
the  pastors  present  to  come  forward  and  form  a  choir  for  special  music.  Without 
previous  rehearsal  they  sang  ''Standing  On  the  Promises"  in  a  very  uplifting 
way. 

10.  B.  A.  Cooper  made  announcement  concerning  the  lunch  to  be  served 
following  the  morning  session. 

11.  Following  the  reading  of  Scripture,  Eddie  Holbrook  sang  ''I'd  Rather 
Have  Jesus."  The  annual  sermon  was  preached  by  B.  R.  Holbrook  using  as  his 
topic,  "A  Christian  and  His  Mission." 

12.  A  bountiful  meal  was  served  by  the  host  church  at  the  noon  hour. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 

13.  A.  F.  Hegenbart  led  in  singing  the  Hymn,  "All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus' 
Name."    W.  W.  Marr  read  from  Romans  and  led  in  prayer. 

14.  M.  L.  Hastings  brought  the  report  on  Home  Missions. 

15.  J.  D.  Compton  gave  the  Ministers  Retirement  report. 

16.  Frelon  Broome  presented  the  Training  Union  report  and  announced  a 
Vocational  Guidance  Conference  at  First,  Hickory  on  November  19th  and  "M" 
Night  on  December  8th  with  Dr.  Carl  Bates  from  First  Church,  Charlotte  as 
speaker. 
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17.  Upon  recommendation  of  the  Membership  Committee  the  Grace  Baptist 
Church  was  received  into  the  association  and  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Conover 
was  received  under  the  watchcare  of  the  association  this  year. 

18.  The  Treasurer's  report  and  Finance  Committee  report  was  presented  by 
Heath  B.  Marsh.  These  reports  were  adopted  as  printed  in  mimeographed  form 
and  distributed  to  the  messengers. 

19.  The  report  of  the  Clerk  was  adopted  as  printed  in  the  book  of  reports. 

20.  J.  Howard  Cates,  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  presented  his 
report  as  printed  in  the  book  of  reports  and  this  was  adopted. 

21.  A  motion  was  adopted  that  we  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
possibility  of  buying  a  cottage  at  Eidgecrest  and  report  back  to  the  association 
next  year. 

22.  The  report  for  the  Extension  Committee  given  by  O.  Jack  Murphy  was 
adopted. 

23.  The  State  Missions  report  given  by  Albert  A.  Young  was  adopted. 

24.  The  Evangelism  report  presented  by  B.  E.  Holbrook  was  also  adopted. 

25.  Following  the  singing  of  "Higher  Ground,"  the  registrar  reported  133 
messengers  and  60  visitors  registered. 

26.  Albert  A.  Young  presented  Dr.  Douglas  M.  Branch,  General  Secretary  for 
the  Baptist  State  Convention,  who  brought  a  message. 

27.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill  led  in  the  closing  prayer  in  which  Dr.  C.  C.  Warren 
who  had  suffered  a  heart  attack  was  remembered. 

THURSDAY  EVENING 

28.  The  evening  session  convened  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory. 

29.  Following  the  singing  of  ' '  The  Solid  Eock  "  W.  S.  Elliott  read  from  John 
21.    David  0.  Byler  brought  greetings  from  the  host  church. 

30.  The  Brotherhood  report  presented  by  Wayne  DeHart  was  adopted  with 
Donald  Adcox  of  Hendersonville  and  State  Brotherhood  President  speaking. 

31.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymn,  "Eescue  the  Perishing,"  the  W.M.U. 
report  as  presented  by  Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook  was  adopted. 

32.  Mrs.  Eose  Wolff  presented  the  Foreign  Mission  report  which  was  adopted. 
Dr.  Elmer  West,  Personnel  Secretary  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  read  from 
John  17  (a  favorite  Scripture  of  Dr.  M.  Theron  Eankin)  and  brought  the  closing 
message  of  the  evening. 

FRIDAY  MORNING 

October  23,  1959 
First  Church,  Hickory 

33.  The  Friday  session  convened  at  First  Church,  Hickory.  Following  the 
singing  of  ' '  Wonderful  Words  of  Life  "  and  ' '  Trust  and  Obey ' '  Eobert  L.  Huff 
read  from  Ephesians  4  and  led  in  prayer. 

34.  T.  W.  NelsoB  presented  the  Sunday  School  report  which  was  adopted  and 
presented  Jack  Bagwell  from  the  State  Sunday  School  department  who  brought 
a  message. 
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35.  The  Place  and  Preacher  Committee  brought  the  following  report:  First 
Day:  East  Hickory;  Second  Day  (and  Evening  of  First  Day):  Viewmont;  An- 
nual Sermon:  James  M.  Wilder;  alternate:  Albert  A.  Young. 

36.  The  report  of  the  Historian  was  given  by  J.  D.  Greene  and  was  adopted. 

37.  The  nominating  committee  report  was  adopted  as  printed  in  the  book  of 
reports. 

38.  These  officers  were  elected  by  nominations  from  the  floor:  Moderator, 
J.  Howard  Gates  by  acclamation;  Vice  Moderator,  B.  A.  Cooper  by  acclamation. 

39.  The  nominating  committee  was  elected  by  nominations  from  the  floor: 
Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand,  Ted  L.  Stames,  Miatt  L.  Hastings,  W.  S.  Elliott,  B.  R. 
Holbrook. 

40.  The  Moderator  appointed  a  special  committee  to  serve  as  follows:  Public 
Relations  Committee:  Albert  A.  Young,  James  Helvey,  W.  S.  Elliott,  Frank 
Poovey. 

41.  E.  F.  Sullivan  conducted  the  memorial  service  with  Dwight  Robinson 
bringing  special  music. 

42.  The  American  Bible  Society  report  was  adopted. 

43.  The  Moderator  appointed  the  following  to  serve  on  the  committee  to 
investigate  buying  a  cottage  at  Ridgecrest  and  report  back  to  the  association 
next  year:  T.  W.  Nelson,  Chmn.,  Frelon  W.  Broome,  Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook, 
Wayne  DeHart,  E.  Murray  Tate,  Jr. 

44.  E.  Murray  Tate,  Jr.  presented  the  Trustees'  report  which  was  adopted. 

45.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill  served  notice  that  he  would  ask  for  changes  in  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  at  the  next  annual  session. 

46.  A  motion  was  accepted  that  we  have  an  option  on  the  property  owned 
by  H.  B.  Marsh  and  adjacent  to  our  Viewmont  property  with  the  Trustees  carry- 
ing out  this  motion. 

47.  A  clarification  was  made  that  the  church  taken  under  the  watchcare  of 
the  association  was  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Conover  and  not  the  mission 
sponsored  by  the  East  Hickory  Church  in  Conover, 

48.  The  Resolutions  Committee  chairman,  W.  S.  Elliott,  presented  their  re- 
port which  was  adopted. 

49.  Following  singing  of  ' '  Make  Me  A  Channel  Of  Blessing ' '  G.  Othell  Hand 
made  announcement  concerning  the  lunch  to  be  served  at  noon. 

50.  G.  Othell  Hand  presented  the  Christian  Life  report. 

51.  Miss  Anne  Feltner  sang  "I'll  Go  Where  You  Want  Me  to  Go"  and  Dr. 
M.  Ray  McKay  from  Southestern  Seminary  at  Wake  Forest  brought  a  message. 

52.  A  motion  was  made  and  accepted  that  the  Minutes  of  this  year  be  ded- 
icated to  the  memory  of  Thomas  P.  Pruitt,  Sr. 

53.  Following  adjournment  a  bountiful  lunch  was  served  by  the  host  church. 


REPORTS 


CHRISTIAN  LITERATURE 

James  M.  Wilder 

In  \^Titing  to  Timothy,  the  Apostle  Paul  said,  *'Give  attention  to  reading.'* 
In  that  day  the  people  had  no  newspapers,  no  magazines,  no  printing  presses. 
But  they  had  to  read  to  find  truth.  Never  before  has  there  been  so  much  to  read 
as  we  have  today.  Much  of  this  flood  of  reading  matter  is  bad;  so  Christian 
people  must  continually  cast  aside  the  evil  and  turn  to  that  which  is  good.  The 
Bible,  of  course,  occupies  first  place  always  as  we  read  in  search  for  truth.  All 
Christian  literature  must  forever  be  dedicated  to  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel 
or  it  fails  in  its  noble  purpose. 

The  flood  of  obscene,  degrading  literature  has  become  so  heavy  on  news-stands 
and  in  the  mails  that  the  United  States  Post  Office  Department  has  cracked  down 
in  its  nationwide  efforts  to  break  it  up.  The  printed  page  has  great  power  for 
good,  and  also  great  power  for  evil.  Money-hungry  publishers  without  Christian 
motives  are  pouring  out  obscene  printed  matter  like  a  stream  of  poison  to  capture 
the  minds  of  all  who  "svill  stop,  look  and  read.  Baptists  have  no  need  to  buy 
or  read  such  literature  for  they  have  an  immense  volume  of  clean,  uplifting 
Christian  literature  coming  from  Baptist  presses  and  other  sources  to  suit  every 
age  and  need. 

The  BIBLICAL  RECORDER,  serving  North  Carolina  Baptists  since  1833, 
covers  the  entire  field  of  our  cooperative  efforts,  and  without  it  a  successful  pro- 
motion of  all  our  work  would  be  impossible.  The  COMMISSION  and  SOUTH- 
ERN BAPTIST  HOME  MISSIONS  enable  us  to  be  informed  about  the  work  of 
the  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Boards.  HOME  LIFE  helps  to  build  stronger 
Christian  homes.  These  and  other  Baptist  publications  inform,  indoctrinate, 
enlist,  inspire  and  unify  our  Baptist  forces  for  the  Lord's  work. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  BAPTIST  HOSPITAL 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill 

Our  Baptist  Hospital  seeks  to  serve  our  people  with  a  complete  program  of 
specialized  medical  care  for  all  who  need  it.  Our  people  go  in  great  numbers, 
•with  all  types  of  serious  illness,  from  all  walks  of  life,  and  in  all  financial 
circumstances,  to  receive  the  ministry  of  our  Baptist  medical  center.  A  constant 
effort  is  made  to  keep  it  personal  and  Christian  in  its  care  of  sick  i^eople. 

Last  year  Service  Patients  from  95  countries  of  the  State  made  over  66,000 
visits  to  the  31  clinics  of  the  Out-Pntiont  Department,  which  is  open  to  families 
not  able  to  pay  the  full  cost  of  their  medical  care.  About  the  same  number  of 
office  visits  was  made  by  Private  or  full-pay  patients.  More  than  16,000  sick 
persons  were  hospitalized  for  132,000  days  of  bed  care. 

Forty  per  cent  of  the  hospital  service  is  rendered  the  patients  who  go  to 
the  Out-Patient  Clinic  or  who  enter  the  hospital  through  the  Out-Patient  Depart- 
ment. The  services  of  the  physicians  are  free  to  all  these  patients,  but  the  hos- 
pital charges  must  be  paid  unless  other  arrangements  are  made  by  the  family. 
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Last  year  the  hospital  spent  well  over  one  million  dollars  in  the  care  of 
these  Service  Patients.  The  Mother's  Day  Fund,  along  with  the  welfare  funds 
and  assistance  from  other  agencies  and  foundations,  enables  the  hospital  to  provide 
more  than  half  of  this  service  free  for  our  very  poor  people.  The  Mother's  Day 
Fund  alone,  however,  has  not  covered  the  full  cost  of  the  care  of  even  the  most 
needy. 

We  need  to  lay  upon  the  hearts  of  our  members  the  necessity  of  the  Mother's 
Day  Fund,  if  our  Baptist  Hospital  is  to  provide  this  important  service  for  our 
poorer  people. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  BAPTIST  HOMES  FOR  AGING 

Mrs.  W.  Turner  Stevenson 

''Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  Me."    Matt.  25:40 

The  ninth  year  of  operation  of  the  Baptist  Homes  for  Aging  began  March 
16,  1959.  All  three  of  the  Homes — Piesthaven,  Albemarle,  and  Headquarters — 
have  had  a  good  year,  with  all  filled  to  capacity  most  of  the  time.  Counting 
residents  and  helpers  we  now  have  119  in  these  Homes.  The  waiting  list  is  still 
full. 

Since  the  average  age  of  these  residents  is  about  80  years,  vv-e  have  several 
deaths  each  year.  One  of  our  most  lovable  and  respected  residents,  ''Uncle" 
John  T.  Holt,  died  .July  1.3th.  Had  he  lived  until  next  February,  Uncle  John 
would  have  been  100  years  old. 

God's  favor  has  been  with  our  Homes  this  year  and  they  have  made  encourag- 
ing progress.  All  the  necessary  funds  to  build  a  fourth  Home  in  Eastern  Carolina 
were  not  raised,  but  the  feeling  is  that  the  money  will  come  in  this  year  and 
then  work  can  begin  on  the  Home.  The  land  has  already  been  given  and  most 
of  the  1150,000.00  raised. 

Another  bright  spot  for  our  Homes  is  the  enlargement  of  the  infirmary  at 
Headquarters.    Construction  of  28  additional  bedrooms  should  begin  by  October. 

Two  of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  Homes  are  (1)  to  finish  raising  the 
money  for  the  new  Home  at  Hamilton,  X.  C.  and  (2)  about  $75,000.00  to 
cover  the  balance  needed  to  pay  for  the  additional  facilities  in  the  infirmary. 
We  need  a  total  amount  of  $150,000.00  to  finish  these  two  projects.  When  these 
are  realized,  Baptists  of  Xorth  Carolina  will  have  a  total  capacity  of  all  the 
Homes  for  170  residents. 

Would  you  like  to  have  a  part  in  helping  make  these  plans  become  a  reality? 
Every  church  in  our  Association  can  and  should  make  a  worthy  contribution  to 
our  Homes  for  the  Aging.  All  connected  with  our  Homes  are  most  grateful  to 
churches,  individuals,  and  businesses  for  the  help  given.  By  giving  we  offer  to 
our  aging  citizens  security,  comfort,  congeniality,  and  a  Christian  ministry. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CHILDREN'S  HOMES 

Ted  L.  Staenes 

Our  Baptist  Children's  Homes  are  continuing  their  growth  through  the  ministry 
Home,  have  ministered  to  well  over  1,000  children.  Many  of  these  children  come 
of  Xorth  Carolina,    la  the  past  year  our  two  homes,  Kennedy  Home  and  Mills 
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to  the  homes  with  their  emotional  stability  seriously  damaged,  and  well  trained 
personnel  is  necessary  to  minister  to  them  effectively.  Many  others  come  from 
^broken  homes  and  find  a  Christian  ministry  couched  in  the  love  of  our  Saviour 
awaiting  them  in  our  two  homes.  The  picture  has  changed  so  much  in  the  past 
few  years  that  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  children  are  orphan  children. 
Odum  Home  has  16  enrolled  and  doing  a  wonderful  job. 

As  we  look  at  these  and  other  facts  we  find  that  even  though  our  ministry  to 
children  is  growing,  it  is  not  growing  fast  enough  to  meet  the  increased  need. 
We  only  admit  about  one  out  of  every  four  applicants  in  our  two  homes.  These 
that  are  admitted  and  those  whom  we  must  reject  due  to  the  lack  of  funds  will  be 
the  citizens  and  Christians  of  tomorrow.  The  thoughts  are  sobering  and  our 
response  to  this  need  will  have  its  part  to  play  in  the  history  of  North  Carolina 
Baptists. 

It's  time  to  act!  Our  Thanksgiving  offering  has  been  on  the  increase  for 
which  we  should  thank  God.  These  offering  increases,  however,  have  not  been  a 
true  reflection  of  the  increased  blessings  of  our  Lord.  The  only  Avay  to  meet 
this  increased  need  is  to  plan  individually  and  collectively  to  do  something  about 
it.  What  are  YOU  willing  to  do?  Our  cooperative  program  dollar  that  goes  to 
our  Homes  is  a  fixed  amount  each  year,  but  in  our  churches  we  have  ample  time 
before  our  Thanksgiving  offering  to  do  a  lot  of  fixing  in  behalf  of  the  Children's 
Homes.  If  we  will  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to  fix  our  heart,  fix  our  vision  of  the 
need,  fix  our  faith  to  include  compassion,  then,  and  only  then,  will  the  Holy 
Spirit  fix  the  purse  strings  of  North  Craolina  Baptists  to  meet  this  need.  When 
you  kneel  to  pray  and  give  thanks  for  your  blessings,  think  of  the  needs  of  the 
Children's  Homes  and  give  liberally  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

' '  And  the  King  shall  answer  and  say  unto  them.  Verily  I  say  unto  you. 
Inasmuch  as  you  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me."    Matt.  25:40 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

L.  Vernon  Connell 

Christian  Education  in  our  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  gaining  in  interest 
and  momentum.  Reports  come  from  almost  all  the  states  in  our  Convention,  show- 
ing unmistakable  signs  of  increased  importance  placed  on  Christian  Education 
in  our  churches. 

We,  as  church  leaders,  must  not  place  the  responsibility  or  depend  upon  our 
public  schools  to  teach  our  boys  and  girls  of  secondary  school  age,  the  Christian 
Values  we  deem  so  necessary. 

Eealizing  that  education  is  incomplete  without  religion,  and  that  Christian 
education  is  our  nations'  only  hope.  Southern  Baptists  include  in  their  program 
the  teaching  ministry  of  the  Christian  home,  the  local  church  and  its  varied 
programs,  and  the  Baptist  schools  and  colleges  supported  by  our  convention. 

In  this  report  we  are  considering  Christian  Education  in  terms  of  our  seven 
Baptist  Colleges  in  North  Carolina.  They  are:  Wake  Forest,  1834;  Chowan,  1848; 
Mars  Hill,  1856;  Campbell,  1887;  Wingate,  1896;  Meredith,  1899;  Gardner- 
Webb,  1907. 

As  a  group  these  seven  colleges  now  constitute  a  program  of  higher  education, 
second  only  to  Texas  among  all  the  states  in  our  Southern  Baptist  territory.  In 
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these  seven  colleges  are  enrolled  each  year  nearly  8,000  students  or  more  than 
one-eighth  of  all  college  students  in  North  Carolina. 

With  all  the  progress  we  have  made  in  enlarging  the  facilities  of  these  seven 
colleges,  we  are  providing  for  only  one  of  every  four  Baptist  youths  going  to 
college.  However,  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  possibility  of  changing  the 
status  of  some  of  the  two  year  colleges  to  four  year  colleges. 

Our  college  young  people  must  be  convinced  that  academically  our  Baptist 
colleges  are  as  good  as  the  best  and  that  they  also  provide  for  them  what  present 
day  young  people  expect  and  demand  in  a  college  community.  As  Baptist 
church  leaders  and  parents  of  these  young  people,  we  want  our  colleges  to  be 
genuinely  Christian  and  to  present  a  positive  Christian  witness  at  all  times  and 
in  all  respects. 

The  annual  operating  budgets  total  more  than  $10,000,000,  of  which  we  as 
Baptists  through  our  oiferings,  provide  approximately  five  per  cent.  Students, 
through  tuition  and  fees,  pay  approximately  60  per  cent  and  the  remaining  35  per 
cent  comes  from  endowment  and  gifts.  With  the  increasing  cost  of  education, 
let  us  give  more  generously  through  the  cooperative  program  and  to  the  special 
offering  on  Father 's  Day  for  Christian  Education.  Baptists  of  means  are  urged 
to  make  special  donations  to  our  colleges. 

MUSIC  REPORT 

David  O.  Byler 

Aware  of  the  Psalmist's  injunction,  "Let  the  people  praise  Thee,  O  God,  let 
all  the  people  praise  Thee!  "  we  have  endeavored  to  project  a  worthy  Ministry  of 
Music  in  the  Theron  Eankin  Association,  comparable  to  the  best  quality  work 
being  done  throughout  North  Carolina.  Some  of  the  activities  which  have 
characterized  this  program  are  listed  as  follows : 

Four  meetings  of  the  Music  Committee  held  quarterly  in  which  plans  were 
made  for  the  activities  of  the  year. 

The  Associational  Choir  brought  special  music  at  the  annual  meeting  at  View- 
mont  Church  and  each  evening  during  the  Central  Training  School.  115  were 
enrolled  in  this  choir  with  four  rehearsals  being  held  and  average  attendance 
of  75  at  the  rehearsals. 

Two  Hymn  Sings  were  held  during  the  year.  The  first  one  was  during  the 
Central  Training  School  in  February  with  1,244  attending.  Two  group  Sings 
were  held  on  September  6th  with  approximately  300  attending  at  West  Hickory 
and  approximately  50  at  Newton,  First  Church. 

On  April  6th  a  Music  Conference  (Dinner  meeting)  was  held  at  Penelope 
Church  with  13  churches  represented  and  63  attending.  On  August  17th  a  Music 
Conference  (also  a  Dinner  meeting)  was  held  at  First  Church,  Hickory  with  23 
people  from  9  churches  attending  this  meeting. 

Music  emphasis  in  our  churches  has  increased  during  the  past  year.  Five  of 
our  churches  now  have  full  time  staff  members  who  are  ministers  of  music.  They 
are:  David  O.  Byler,  First,  Hickory;  James  Snyder,  Highland;  Fred  A.  Lane, 
Penelope;  Alex  F.  Hegenbart,  West  Hickory;  Harry  Forbes,  First,  Newton. 
Excellent  work  is  being  done  by  part-time  music  directors  in  the  development  of 
the  graded  choir  program.  A  large  number  of  our  churches  observed  September 
as  Church  Music  Month,  and  other  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Music 
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Program.  Six  churches  of  our  association  were  represented  at  the  Eegional  Music 
Festival  held  at  First  Church,  Hickory,  with  15  choirs  participating.  Several 
churches  shared  in  the  State  Music  Festival  at  Wake  Forest  College  last  Spring. 

It  is  recommended  that  all  of  our  churches  make  fuller  use  of  the  ' '  Church 
Musician,"  monthly  trade  journal,  from  Nashville,  and  other  pamphlets  and 
promotional  materials  which  enhance  the  local  ministry  of  music.  All  these 
materials  except  the  ''Church  Musician"  are  available  free  of  charge  upon 
request  to  the  State  office:  Write  Mr.  Joe  Stroud,  Music  Secretary;  301  Hills- 
boro  Street;  Ealeigh,  North  Carolina. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  our  churches  take  advantage  of  the  marvelous 
facilities  and  South-wide  leadership  available  at  Eidgecrest  by  way  of  day 
trips,  choir  excursions  and  delegations  during  Music  Week,  June  30-July  6,  1960. 
In  addition  to  Eidgecrest,  our  State  Assemblies  at  Fruitland  and  Caswell,  offer 
excellent  opportunities  for  leadership  as  well  as  training  for  the  individual  choir 
member. 

HOME  MISSIONS 

Matt  L.  Hastings 

The  Home  Mission  Board  is  our  channel  for  viewing  Home  Missions,  but  this 
is  only  part  of  the  story.  The  Home  Mission  Board  exists  because  of  your  gifts 
and  prayers  and  desires  to  reach  souls  for  Christ.  This  is  our  channel  of  service 
in  missions  and  evangelism  in  the  homeland. 

Evangelizing  the  multitudes,  ministering  to  the  military,  providing  funds  for 
buildings  and  equipment,  surveying  the  field,  increasing  work  with  all  groups  in 
cities,  in  pioneer  areas  and  in  every  association,  reaching  the  language  groups 
and  Negroes  with  a  more  effective  message,  are  some  of  the  areas  of  work 
of  our  Home  Mission  Board. 

Through  a  program  of  evangelism  which  breathes  new  life  into  millions,  you 
have  a  channel  for  sharing  the  Gospel.  This  program,  operated  Convention-wide, 
on  a  co-operative  basis  with  State  conventions,  has  resulted  in  increased  aims 
toward  the  conservation  of  Baptist  membership  and  increase  in  baptisms.  A 
church-centered,  year-round  program  of  personal  witnessing  trains  church  members 
in  soul-winning. 

As  we  view  the  tremendous  campaign  for  30,000  new  missions  and  churches  by 
1964,  the  year  of  the  Third  Jubilee  Celebration,  you  can  feel  that  you  have  had 
a  part  in  each  one.  This  cooperative  elTort  hj  your  Home  Mission  Board,  Sunday 
School  Board,  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  Brotherhood  Commission,  strives  to 
establish  more  and  better  preaching  stations.  Every  church  member  is  encouraged 
to  see  the  needs  around  him  and  fill  those  needs  with  Christ. 

As  more  souls  are  reached  and  enlisted,  more  money  is  needed  to  provide  places 
of  Avorship.  Through  funds  made  available  to  new  churches  and  missions,  you 
are  there  to  supply  adequate  buildings  and  equipment.  Over  $7,000,000.00  is 
now  outstanding  in  church  loans. 

Every  Home  Mission  activity  is  centered  in  your  church.  Every  Home  Mission 
program  is  your  responsibility.  Your  channel  of  service  is  extended  throughout 
every  association  in  the  Convention.  And  effective  church  life  is  being  established 
in  rural  communities,  mountain  areas  and  large  cities.  New  missions  and 
churches  are  being  established  in  places  where  they  are  direly  needed.  Many 
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people  are  reached  through  more  than  68  City  Mission  programs.  These  City 
Mission  Programs  have  allowed  for  the  expansion  of  work  with  Jews,  juvenile 
delinquents,  broken  homes  and  in  Kescue  Missions  and  Good  Will  Centers.  New 
York,  Chicago,  Des  Moines,  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco,  are  only 
a  few  of  the  large  metropolitan  areas  where  Southern  Baptist  work  has  recently 
been  started. 

Wherever  a  home  missionary  goes  and  whatever  the  bounds  of  a  Home  Mission 
Board  program,  you  are  there.  These  are  expressions  of  your  concern  for  lost 
people,  for  churchless  people.  Through  the  Cooperative  Program  and  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Offering  for  Home  Missions  you  are  finding  a  clear  channel  for 
helping  to  advance  Home  Missions. 

MINISTERS  RETIREMENT 

J.   D.  COMPTON 

More  than  5,300  retired  or  disabled  ministers  and  denominational  workers 
or  widows  are  receiving  benefits  from  the  Annuity  Board. 

Certificates  were  issued  to  3,113  new  members  in  all  the  Board's  protection 
plans  in  1958.  A  total  of  1,047  new  churches  and  employers  were  enlisted  during 
1958. 

With  the  increase  in  new  members  as  recorded  above,  there  are  still  more  than 
60%  of  our  Southern  Baptist  pastors  not  covered  by  the  Annuity  Board's  pro- 
tection program.  Until  this  percentage  is  greatly  reduced  or  eliminated  com- 
pletely, the  Board  is  not  fulfilling  its  purpose  of  providing  security  and  protection 
for  every  Southern  Baptist  Minister  and  church.  The  Annuity  Board  is  asking 
the  local  church's  help  in  seeing  that  every  pastor  and  church  has  this  protection 
plan.  Each  church  is  being  asked  to  enroll  its  pastor  in  the  protection,  paying 
two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  the  plan.  The  state  convention  has  already  agreed  to 
pay  one-third  of  every  pastor  in  its  state. 

We  have  a  total  of  208  annuitants  now  receiving  benefits  from  the  plan.  In 
addition  to  the  annuitants,  126  aged  ministers  or  their  widows  are  receiving  direct 
relief  grants  amounting  to  $17,932  annually. 

Much  Avork  is  yet  to  be  done  and  our  services  are  available  to  the  pastors 
and  churches. 

Write  O.  J.  Hagler,  Secretary  of  Retirement  Plans  in  North  Carolina,  Baptist 
Building,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  for  further  details. 

TRAINING  UNION 

William  E.  Melvin 

For  the  second  year  the  number  of  churches  and  Training  Unions  have  re- 
mained constant.  We  have  twenty-nine  churches,  two  with  missions.  They  are 
Midway  Mission  of  Sandy  Ridge  and  Con  over  Mission  of  East  Hickory. 

Community  Baptist  Church  is  in  the  later  stage  of  forming  a  Training  Union. 

No  written  report  was  received  on  the  number  of  our  people  attending  the 
Training  Union  Assemblies,  but  indications  are  that  attendance  was  good. 

*  *  M "  Night  was  the  first  big  event  of  the  year,  being  held  at  First  Church, 
Hickory.  An  attendance  of  500  Avas  present  from  all  churches  to  hear  Dr. 
A.  L.  Parker,  president  of  our  State  Convention.  The  second  event  was  Youth 
Week."    The  churches  joined  together  in  a  retreat  at  the  Advent  Christian  Camp 
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on  Lake  Hickory  with  175  youth  present.  ''Youth  Night,"  April  23,  was  held  at 
First  Church,  Hickory  with  350  participating  from  the  churches. 

For  the  first  time  our  association  sponsored  an  Officers  and  Leaders  clinic  at 
Highland  Church  for  the  Ushers,  Treasurers,  Clerks  and  Church  Council  for 
the  29  churches. 

Paul,  the  chosen  of  God,  said,  press  forward  to  the  mark  of  the  high 
calling  of  God. ' '  Your  associational  officers  pray  each  Christian  will  find  a 
greater  desire  to  work  for  the  mark  which  God  has  called  each  to.  You  can 
learn  to  be  a  better  Christian  and  attain  this  mark  by  attending  Training  Union. 
Avail  your  services  to  the  Master  by  supporting  your  new  assocational  director. 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

James  Helvet 

The  Membership  Committee  has  two  recommendations  to  make  this  year  con- 
cerning requests  for  membership  in  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association. 

Members  of  the  Membership  Committee  along  with  the  Moderator  of  the 
Association  met  with  the  pastors  and  members  of  two  churches  to  discuss  the 
privileges  and  responsibilities  of  cooperating  with  the  Theron  Eankin  Association 
of  Baptist  churches.    As  a  result  of  these  conferences,  we  recommend: 

First,  that  the  Grace  Baptist  Church,  which  has  been  under  the  watchcare 
of  the  association  for  tvv^o  years,  be  received  as  a  cooperating  member. 

Second,  that  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Conover,  which  has  previously  held 
membership  in  our  association,  be  received  back  under  the  watchcare  of  the 
association  this  year. 

REPORT  OF  TREASURER  AND  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

THERON  RANKIN  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 


October  22,  1959 

Total 

Budget  Receipts  Budget 

Church                                         1958-59  1958-59  1959-60 

Brookford   $  100.00  $     60.00  $  60.00 

-Catawba                                      156.00  150.00  156.00 

Claremont                                       36.00  36.00  36.00 

^Corinth                                         120.00  130.00  210.00 

Orace    48.00 

Hickory,  Calvary                           150.00  150.00 

Community                               72.00  24.00 

East  Hickory                         240.00  204.00  204.00 

East  Hky.  Mission    52.00  24.00 

Hickory  First                      1,500.00  1,125.00  1,500.00 

Highland                                720.00  709.00  720.00 

Longview                                120.00  120.00  120.00 

Oakland  Hgts                         90.00  42.00 

Penelope                                780.00        '  416.13  780.00 

Springs  Road                           36.00             ,  50.00 

Temple                                   240.00  100.00  240.00 

Viewmont                               800.00  600.00  800.00 

West  Hickory                         800.00  625.00  800.00 

Hildebran   First                          396.00  396.00  396.00 
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Icard    156.00  156.00  156.00 

Mountain  Grove    204.00  204.00  204.00 

Newton  First   780.00  405.00  780.00 

North  Newton    228.00  195.03  228.00 

Oyama    24.00  24.00 

Providence    132.00  132.00  132.00 

Sandy  Eidge    204.00  182.00  204.00 

Midway  Mission    12.00 

Startown    24.00  25.00  24.00 

Sweetwater    60.00  60.00  60.00 

Warlick's    240.00  50.00  240.00 

Wayside    60.00  60.00  60.00 

Misc.   Eeceipts    624.80 

Totals:                            $8,444.00  $6,840.96  $8,394.00 

DEPARTMENTAL  BUDGET 

Budget  Expenses  Budget 

Item  1958-59  1958-59  1959-60 

Sunday   School   $  150.00               $     116.84  $  150.00 

Training  Union    200.00  145.04  200.00 

WMU    250.00  250.00  300.00 

Brotherhood    100.00 

Music    200.00  139.43  200.00 

(Sale  of  Books)    104.30 

Printing  &  Postage    300.00  60.70  250.00 

Baptist  Hour    936.00  504.00 

Churches  Entertaining    250.00  250.00  250.00 

BSU,  Lenoir  Ehyne    200.00  200.00  200.00 

Scholarship    350.00  350.00  350.00 

Minutes    500.00  467.57  500.00 

Clerk    250.00  250.00  250.00 

Treasurer    50.00  50.00  50.00 

Central  Training  School    525.00  492.60  500.00 

(Sale  of  books)    427.00 

Eevivals    1,500.00  901.82 

Youth  Work    200.00  174.00  200.00 

Laymens  Eevivals    200.00  130.00 

Eeal  Estate    6,500.00 

Eepairs  on  Eeal  Estate   ....  1,309.81 

Insurance  on  Eeal  Estate  .  .  .  40.60 

Direct  Missions    1,783.00  110.00  4,794.00 


Totals:                             $8,444.00  $13,037.15  $8,294.00 

Band  Balance:  (9/30/58)  $6,023.53 

Eects.  for  year  6,840.96 

Total  $12,864.49 

Expenses  for  year  $13,037.15 
Bank  Bal.  end  of  year: 

(Overdraft:  $172.66) 
H.  B.  Mar^h,  Treasurer 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

J.  Howard  Gates 

In  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  association  during  the  past  year  the  Executive 
Committee  held  four  regular  meetings  and  one  call  meeting.  The  Moderator 
presided  at  all  sessions  but  the  one  of  August  18,  1959  when  the  Vice-Moderator, 
B.  A.  Cooper,  presided. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  major  actions  of  this  body: 

November,  1958:  adopted  the  calendar  of  activities  for  1960. 

After  hearing  a  report  by  the  Extension  Committee  of  their  meeting  with 
Eev.  E.  C.  Upchurch  of  the  Church  Development  Department  of  the  State  Con- 
vention, a  motion  was  passed  instructing  the  Moderator  and  Extension  Committee 
to  call  a  meeting  of  people  in  the  Conover  area  who  were  interested  in  starting 
a  Baptist  work.  If  the  response  and  interest  were  sufficient,  a  report  would  be 
made  at  a  call  meeting  of  the  Executive  committee. 

A  call  meeting  was  held  December  15  at  which  time  endorsement  was  given 
an  application  of  Springs  Eoad  Church  for  aid  from  State  Mission  Board. 
Adopted  a  recommendation  from  the  Extension  committee  that  a  Baptist  mission 
be  established  in  Conover  and  approved  East  Hickory  as  the  sponsoring  church. 
Approved  the  recommendation  of  the  Extension  Committee  that  a  census  be 
taken  of  the  area  lying  North  of  Hutto 's  Store  on  N.  C.  highway  127  to  the 
Catawba  Eiver  by  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hickory. 

Planned  for  a  Clinic  on  the  Forward  Program  of  Church  Finance  to  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Promotion  Department  of  our  State  Convention  and  held  May 
25-26  at  Viewmont  Church, 

Adopted  a  motion  to  make  a  cash  gift  to  Dr.  and  Mrs,  J.  T.  McRae;  amount 
to  be  determined  by  the  Finance  Committee  and  taken  from  mission  fund. 

Approved  an  Associational  Evangelistic  Rally  to  be  held  on  March  8th  at 
First  Church,  Hickory,  Dr.  Baker  J.  Cauthen,  speaker. 

On  May  12th,  received  a  report  from  the  Extension  Committee  of  the  census 
in  the  area  North  of  Hutto 's  store.  The  census,  taken  by  Hickory,  First  and 
tabulated  by  West  Hickory,  revealed  there  were  in  the  area:  170  Baptists;  87 
Baptist  preference  and  50  of  other  denominations.  No  action  was  taken  on 
the  report. 

Because  of  the  small  group  listening,  it  was  decided  to  drop  the  Baptist 
Hour  on  WHKY.  The  Moderator  appointed  a  Radio  Committee  of  A.  A.  Young, 
H.  B.  Marsh,  W.  S.  Elliott,  to  study  other  possible  programs  or  more  acceptable 
time. 

Endorsed  application  of  Oyama  Church  for  State  aid. 

On  August  18th  approved  recommendation  of  the  Extension  Committee  that 
the  association  purchase  a  house  and  lot  (75'  x  218')  on  Highway  127,  North, 
at  the  price  of  $6,500. 

Decided  not  to  engage  in  Simultaneous  Revival  in  1960  but  to  plan  for  one 
in  the  Spring  of  1961. 

EXTENSION  COMMITTEE 

^  0.  Jack  Murphy 

''You  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  in  Jerusalem  and  Samaria. We  have 
taken  seriously  these  words  of  our  Lord  and  we  have  sought  to  expand  our  World 
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Program  within  our  area.  To  this  end  we  have  labored  diligently  and  the  results 
have  been  gratifying. 

Two  surveys  have  been  made — in  the  town  of  Conover  and  in  the  Viewmont 
extended  area.  Both  surveys  indicated  the  fact  that  opportunities  for  an  en- 
larged Mission  Program  were  at  hand  now. 

At  the  beginning  of  1959  a  mission  was  organized  in  Conover  authorized  by  the 
association  and  sponsored  by  the  East  Hickory  Baptist  Church.  This  mission 
work  has  made  progress  both  in  enlistment,  stewardship  and  evangelism  and 
they  are  now  entertaining  the  idea  of  purchasing  a  spacious  site  for  a  future 
House  of  Worship. 

In  the  Viewmont  area  adjoining  the  Marsh  Farm,  we  have  purchased  a  lot 
75  feet  wide  and  150  feet  deep  facing  Highway  127.  There  is  a  very  modest 
little  house  on  this  lot  which  is  being  renovated.  At  the  present  time  this  house 
will  be  rented  and  the  proceeds  will  be  deposited  to  the  account  of  our  Missions 
and  Extension  Program  of  the  Association.  This,  at  present,  is  the  beginning 
of  further  Extension  work  in  the  Viewmont  area  extended. 

If  there  are  areas  within  our  Association  in  which  a  mission  could  be  established 
with  advantage  to  evangelism  and  enlistment,  please  contact  your  Extension 
committee  and  a  survey  will  be  made. 

We  are  grateful  to  all  of  you  who  have  had  the  great  Extension  Movement,, 
a  part  of  the  30,000  Movement,  on  your  hearts. 

STATE  MISSIONS 

Albert  A.  Young 

What:  State  Missions  is  the  effort  of  North  Carolina  Baptists  to  reach  the  un- 
saved and  train  the  saved  for  Christian  service  throughout  the  world. 

Why:  About  60  per  cent  of  the  4,600,000  people  in  North  Carolina  above  8 
years  of  age  are  lost.  North  Carolina  then,  with  our  880,000  Baptist  church  mem- 
bers, is  not  half  Christian.    This  startling  fact  demands  action. 

How:  State  Missions  properly  supported,  works  through  God-given  channels 
such  as  the  Sunday  School,  Training  Union,  Brotherhood,  Church  Development 
and  Music  Departments  to  reach,  win  and  train  people.  If  60  per  cent  of  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  are  unsaved,  this  makes  the  Department  of  Evangelism 
all  the  more  significant,  as  is  the  mission  of  providing  new  church  buildings  and 
sites  which  State  Missions  does.  Six  out  of  every  10  Baptist  churches  in  North 
Carolina  have  been  assisted  one  or  more  ways  through  State  Missions. 

Pastor's  Schools,  a  ministry  through  our  colored  friends  and  to  the  silent 
people  is  also  provided.  The  Christian  Action  League,  Caswell  Assembly,  and 
Fruitland  Camp  where  more  than  eight  thousand  people  attended  the  past  summer, 
are  supported  by  State  Missions. 

Other  avenues  of  service  by  State  Missions  are  a  Baptist  Student  Program 
among  22,000  Baptist  students  in  various  schools  of  our  state,  and  the  depart- 
ment of  church  planning  where  guidance  for  building  adequate  and  functional 
church  buildings  can  be  had. 

How  can  these  20  and  more  ministries  be  supported?  For  a  Baptist  Church  to 
cease  to  be  missionary  is  to  invite  inner-confusion  and  eventual  death.  Just  as 
the  local  church  has  no  means  of  financial  undergirding  except  through  its 
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people  who  love  the  Lord  and  give  because  they  are  privileged  to  do  so,  just  so, 
must  State  Missions  be  promoted  and  extended. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  North  Carolina  Baptists  to  see  to  it  that  these  indispensa- 
ble ministries  of  State  Missions  be  supported  to  the  end  that  North  Carolina 
become  Christian  and  that  these  Christians  become  informed  and  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  our  Lord. 

EVANGELISM  REPORT 

B.  R.  HOLBROOK 

Evangelism  is  just  another  way  of  expressing  the  mission  work  in  the  Kingdom 
of  our  Lord.  From  the  fall  of  man  in  Adam  until  the  final  salvation  of  man  in 
Christ,  evangelism  is  the  method  of  God  to  be  used  in  bringing  man  to  complete 
redemption  in  Him.  Jesus  was  announced  by  His  forerunner,  John  the  Baptist, 
as  he  came  preaching,  ' '  Repent  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand. ' '  After 
His  baptism  and  temptation,  Jesus  used  the  same  text  as  John.  Later,  Jesus 
added  these  words  to  His  very  pungent  message,  ' '  For  the  Son  of  man  is  come 
to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  is  lost. ' '    The  mission  of  Christ  was  evangelism. 

May  we  also  add  that  the  commission  of  Christ  was  evangelism.  *'Go  ye 
therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of 
the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever 
I  have  commanded  you;  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world. ' ' 

During  the  Jubilee  Advance,  1959-64,  Baptists  of  North  America  are  making 
an  effort  to  be  obedient  to  the  Great  Commission  by  putting  soul-winning  to  the 
front  in  a  joint  effort  to  evangelize  America. 

Our  State  Convention  has  received  gratifying  reports  of  the  Simultaneous 
effort  this  year.  Only  one  association  in  the  State  failed  to  participate.  Figures 
show  15,000  baptisms,  20,000  total  additions  and  2,000  young  people  dedicated 
to  full-time  Christian  service.  The  ratio  of  baptisms  in  the  S.  B.  C.  this  year  is 
1-22;  for  North  Carolina:  1-25. 

Theron  Rankin  Association  reports  a  good  Simultaneous  Revival  with  24  of 
28  churches  participating.  There  were  220  baptisms,  78  transfers,  making  a 
total  of  298.  32  others  made  professions.  1125  rededications  and  21  dedications 
to  full-time  service  were  recorded.  Our  total  this  year  is  535  baptisms  and  594 
by  letter,  etc.  This  is  an  increase.  Our  ratio  of  baptisms  is  1-21,  the  same  as 
the  past  two  or  three  years.  Temple  Church  made  the  best  record  last  year; 
with  379  members,  they  baptized  40,  a  ratio  of  1-9.  However,  some  of  our 
churches  report  a  very  low  number  of  baptisms. 

In  our  last  Associational  Executive  Committee  meeting  it  was  voted  not  to 
join  in  Simultaneous  effort  in  1960  but  to  do  so  in  1961.  Let  us  work  fervently 
in  our  local  churches  to  reach  many  for  Christ  in  His  name. 

BROTHERHOOD  REPORT 

G.  W.  DeHart 

During  the  year  one  new  Brotherhood  was  organized,  four  Associational 
meetings  were  held,  and,  in  May,  our  Association  was  host  to  the  Regional 
Brotherhood  Convention,  at  Hickory,  First,  attended  by  1200  men.  R.  G. 
LaTourneau,  *  *  God 's  Businessman ' '  and  world-known  inventor-industrialist  was 
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featured  speaker  on  the  program  following  the  theme  of  '^Witnessing  and 
Winning — The  Master's  Task  For  Dedicated  Men."  Other  convention  speakers 
included  B.  W.  Jackson,  State  Associate  Brotherhood  Secretary  and  head 
of  the  Royal  Ambassador  work,  and  Donald  Adcox,  State  Brotherhood  President. 
The  meeting  was  acclaimed  the  largest  and  greatest  ever  held  in  Eegion  Eight, 
which  includes  10  associations. 

In  an  effort  to  teach  our  church  members  the  value  of  their  Christian 
testimonies,  the  Associational  Brotherhood  sponsored  12  Layman's  Revivals  in 
the  association.  The  testimonies  of  pastors  reflect  genuine  elation  and  enthusiasm 
over  what  this  has  done  for  their  churches  and  our  association  as  a  whole.  At 
least  20  laymen  from  our  various  Brotherhoods  have  participated  in  Lay  Revivals 
by  sharing  their  Christian  experiences  to  lost  people  and  delinquent  church 
members  in  churches  and  communities  outside  our  association,  and  on  into  areas 
covering  5  states. 

The  spirit  of  evangelism  and  enthusiasm  is  continuing  in  the  churches  and 
particularly  in  the  Brotherhood  organizations  of  our  churches  as  the  right  em- 
phasis is  beginning  to  be  placed  back  into  their  programs.  Many  Brotherhoods 
have  reported  starting  weekly  soul-winning  visitation  nights  as  a  result. 

There  is  a  great  spiritual  awakening  going  on  among  God's  people.  God 
has  put  into  our  hands  a  powerful  force.  As  pastors,  as  well  as  laymen  seek 
to  utilize  this  spiritual  giant  in  the  right  way,  its  full  meaning  and  importance 
will  blossom  out  in  real  life  before  our  eyes.  Let's  all  dedicate  ourselves  to 
telling  others  about  our  Saviour.  As  God  leads  and  gives  the  strength,  let's 
pledge  ourselves  to  this  calling. 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook 

Changes  in  our  organization  means  growth.  The  Business  Woman's  Federa- 
tion was  disolved  in  the  state  and  association  hoping  to  have  a  closer  work 
among  the  women.  All  associational  meetings  have  had  excellent  attendance  with 
Mrs.  John  Oliver,  Miss  Ola  Lee,  Missionaries  from  Brazil  and  Taiwan,  and  Miss 
Bertie  Lee  Kendrick  from  Hawaii  bringing  inspiring  messages. 

Miss  Beverly  Neilson  taught  our  Leadership  Course  for  Sunbeam  Band  di- 
rectors and  leaders  thus  completing  such  courses  for  our  youth  groups.  This 
year  there  is  a  WMS  Leadership  Course  and  we  are  urging  each  church  to  make 
it  available  to  their  members  in  classes  or  individual  study. 

At  our  annual  meeting  in  April  the  following  Associational  WMU  Aims  For 
Advancement  were  adopted: 

1.  A  set  of  Associational  WMU  By-laAvs  adopted  as  a  guide. 

2.  Training  provided  for  local  WMU  leadership. 

3.  At  least  one  WMU  organization  (a  WMS,  YWA,  GA  or  Sunbeam  Band) 
established  in  a  church  or  mission  Avhere  no  one  of  these  existed  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  (October  1). 

4.  A  net  increase  in  the  number  of  WMU  organizations. 

Leadership  training  makes  a  difference.  We  must  start  early  to  reach  the 
goals  set  forth  in  the  Third  Jubilee  Advance.  These  goals  vdll  challenge  us  to 
do  a  better  work  for  our  Master  in  this  new  year  with  emphasis  on  training. 
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FOREIGN  MISSION  REPORT 

EosE  W.  Wolff 

The  greatest  need  in  all  the  world  can  be  met  through.  Christian  witnessing — 
3,  living  testimony  which  speaks  uncomprisingly  and  passionately  of  Christ  as 
the  only  Saviour  from  sin.  The  people  of  the  world  are  struggling  with  prob- 
lems of  life  and  death,  and  Southern  Baptists  know  the  one  person  who  can  meet 
all  their  needs — Christ  Jesus!  To  witness  of  God's  saving  grace  should  not  be 
just  a  part  of  our  Christian  life,  but  its  compelling  motive.  The  people  of  the 
"world  need  the  Christian  witness  and  we,  as  Southern  Baptists,  are  projecting 
the  answer  to  this  need  through  our  Foreign  Mission  program,  under  the  God- 
directed  leadership  of  Dr.  Baker  James  Cauthen. 

The  churches  of  our  Association  are  keenly  aware  these  days  of  the  Forward 
Program,  and  any  forward  look  in  world  missions  is  taken  with  gratitude  for  the 
achievements  already  made.  In  the  July  meeting  of  our  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
21  new  missionaries  were  appointed;  bringing  the  total  number  of  appointees  for 
this  year  to  140.  In  forty  countries  of  our  world,  1,355  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
sionaries are  bearing  testimony  that  Christ  Jesus  is  the  hope  of  the  world. 

Many  people  ask,  ''Which  is  needed  most — money  or  missionaries'?"  The 
answer  is  ' '  both. ' '  More  young  people  are  responding  to  God 's  call  for 
foreign  mission  service  than  ever  before  in  our  history.  Dr.  Cauthen  firmly 
believes  that  before  the  1964  Third  Jubilee  convenes,  we  will  have  reached  our 
objective  of  1,750  missionaries. 

The  worth-while  things  of  life  cost,  and  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 
increased  world  mission  program,  a  minimum  of  one  million  dollars  increase  in 
the  missionary  and  current  operations  section  of  our  1960  budget  will  be  necessary. 
This  does  not  include  money  needed  for  the  construction  of  churches,  hospitals, 
and  missionary  residents  on  the  various  fields. 

Each  year,  our  Foreign  Mission  Board  lays  its  plans  for  fulfilling  these 
responsibilities  on  the  firm  base  of  the  Cooperative  Program.  Every  church  in 
our  Association  that  increases  annually  the  proportion  of  its  budget  for  missions 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  is  helping  strengthen  that  base.  To  increase 
your  goal  by  just  2%  each  year  is  to  accept  the  challenge  of  one  of  the  Baptist 
Jubilee  Advance  Goals.  As  year  by  year  we  achieve  the  results  of  this  Goal, 
which  includes  the  Lottie  Moon  Offering,  more  missionaries  can  be  sent  to 
extend  our  witness  to  the  world's  people,  who,  otherwise,  would  never  hear  that 
Jesus  saves. 

As  Southern  Baptists,  we  thank  God  for  the  privilege  of  sharing  His  work 
with  such  heroes  of  faith  as  our  missionaries.  God  grant  each  church  in  our 
Association  strength  when  we  need  it  to  stand  firm  and  vision  when  His  com- 
mand is  ''Forward."  Then  will  Christ's  command  be  fulfilled,  "Ye  shall  be 
witnesses  unto  Me." 

"Lord,  lay  some  souls  upon  our  hearts, 
And  love  those  souls  through  us. 
And  may  we  bravely  bear  our  part 
To  win  those  souls  for  Thee. ' ' 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

T.  W.  Xelsox 

The  theme  for  our  Sunday  School  work  during  the  year  of  1959-60  is  Teach- 
ing Them  .  .  .  All  Things,"  which  is  the  Commission  Jesus  gave  His  disciples 
as  He  sent  them  forth  for  Him.  "We  are  grateful  for  each  church  and  worker 
for  their  cooperation  in  trying  to  improve  their  Sunday  School  work  and  as  we 
look  towards  a  new  year  together,  may  we  strive  for  a  greater  advance  in  each 
church. 

Our  report  this  year  is  very  encouraging  as  we  see  our  association  reporting 
29  churches  and  32  Sunday  Schools  with  an  enrolment  of  11,644.  Achievements 
this  year  include  the  following: 

A  new  mission  at  Conover 

21  churches  observed  January  Bible  Study 

26  Vacation  Bible  Schools  reported 

26  churches  reported  Training  Schools  with  a  number  of  churches  reporting 
work  in  the  ''Operation  Home  Study"  plan. 

6  Sunday  Schools  achieved  the  Standard  of  Excellence:  namely:  "West  Hickory, 
East  Hickory,  Penelope,  Sandy  Eidge,  North  Xewton  and  Yiewmont 

We  would  like  to  suggest  the  following  goals  for  1959-60: 

1.  That  we  adopt  this  year  the  theme,  ''Teaching  Them  .  .  .  All  Things" 

2.  That  each  church  be  urged  to  start  one  new  Sunday  School  in  an  unchurched 
area,  provide  a  training  program  for  workers  including  January  Bible  Study, 
Preparation  Week  and  Operation  Home  Study,  organize  new  classes  and  depart- 
ments. 

3.  Participation  of  all  Sunday  School  workers  in  the  Associational  Sunday 
School  meetings  each  Fifth  Sunday  afternoon. 

4.  Hold  a  two  weeks'  Vacation  Bible  School  and  conduct  a  mission  Bible 
School. 

As  we  work  together  in  our  Association  may  we  remember  the  words  on  our 
Sunday  School  emblem,  "God's  Word  Is  Light;  Eeach — Teach — Win — Develop," 
and  make  it  our  objective  this  year. 

HISTORIAN 

J.  D.  Greene 

There  were  few  outstanding  events  to  record  during  this  fourth  year  of  the 
Theron  Eankin  Association,  but  the  work  moved  forward  with  increased  interest 
along  most  aU  lines,  and  the  possibilities  for  the  future  are  still  greater  than 
the  accomplishments  of  the  past.  East  Hickory  did  an  outstanding  work  in 
organizing  and  maintaining  a  mission  at  Conover.  Also  Sandy  Eidge  conducted 
a  mission  at  the  former  Oxford  Community  Church,  and  Oakland  Heights  con- 
ducts a  preaching  station  at  the  State  Prison  Camp,  TaylorsviUe,  N.  C. 

Hildebran,  First  Church  conducted  a  double  ordination  service  when  two 
young  men  were  ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry.  Tommy  Stephens,  a  Junior 
at  Lenoir  Ehyne  College  and  pastor  of  Wilkies  Grove  Church  and  Gerald  Goodwin 
now  pastor  of  Shermont  Church,  Danville,  Virginia,  and  a  Junior  at  Southeastern 
Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  were  ordained. 

Several  physical  improvements  were  made  which  include  a  new  sanctuary  being 
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completed  at  Viewmont  with  a  seating  capacity  of  800,  with  offices  and  additional 
educational  facilities.  Oyania  is  completing  a  six-room  brick  parsonage  and  Star- 
town  also  purchased  a  home  for  the  pastor.  Penelope  put  air  conditioning  in  the 
sanctuary. 

There  were  several  changes  in  personnel  this  year.  Bobert  Huff  joined  the 
staff  at  Viewmont  as  director  of  educational  and  youth  activities.  Olin  Hefner 
resigned  as  pastor  at  Icard  and  was  succeeded  by  Wayne  Eiddle  who  begins  work 
there  on  November  15th.  Thomas  Atnip  resigned  as  pastor  at  Claremont  in 
September  and  Hampton  Scronce  succeeded  him.  Glenn  Whitley  came  to  Oyama 
Church  as  pastor  in  February  and  Kenneth  M.  Bowen  became  pastor  at  Startown 
in  November,  1958.  Eobert  P.  Laws  came  to  Wayside  as  pastor  in  August 
succeeding  Horace  Harris.  C.  L.  Pickler  resigned  the  pastorate  at  Corinth  in 
September.  Miss  Ann  Feltner  became  educational  director  at  Hickory,  First  on 
August  1st  and  Miss  Helen  Cater  accepted  the  work  of  full  time  educational 
secretary  at  West  Hickory. 

The  District  Eight  Brotherhood  comprising  ten  associations  met  at  Hickory, 
First  on  May  8th.  A  barbecue  was  served  on  the  lawn  to  more  than  1,200  men 
and  E.  G.  LaTourneau  brought  an  inspiring  message  to  a  capacity  crowd  in  the 
church  on  the  subject,  ''Partnership  with  God." 

The  Associational  Central  Training  School  was  held  at  Hickory,  First 
with  an  enrolment  of  1,742  and  average  attendance  of  1,319.  1,168  awards  were 
earned.  The  Associational  Music  Training  School  was  held  at  Highland  Church 
April  27th  to  May  1st  with  an  enrolment  of  235  and  an  average  attendance  of  164. 
105  awards  were  earned. 


PLACE  AND  PREACHER  COMMITTEE 

V.  H.  White 

1960  Annual  Session: 

First  Day:  East  Hickory 

(Evening  Session)  Viewmont 
.Second  Day:  Viewmont 
Annual  Sermon:  James  M.  Wilder 

Alternate:  Albert  A.  Young 

REPORT  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill 

Officers 

Cleric — Miss  Helen  Cater 
Treasurer — Heath  B.  Marsh 

Trustees — E.  Murray  Tate,  Jr.,  Chmn.,  Wilson  Aultman,  Health  B.  Marsh 
Historian — J.  D.  Greene 

Association  Auxiliaries 

Sunday  ScJiool  Superintendent — T.  W.  Nelson 
Training  Union  Director — Frelon  W.  Broome 
W.  M.  U.  President — Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook 
Brotherhood  President — Wayne  DeHart 
Music  Director — Hendley  Ellington 
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Standing  Committees: 
program  committee: 

J.  Howard  Gates,  Chairman 
Albert  A.  Young 
T.  W.  Nelson 
Henley  Ellington 
James  Helvey 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE: 

James  Helvey,  Chairman 
E.  r.  Sullivan 
J.  Louis  Price 
M.  L.  Eoss 
B.  A.  Cooper 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE: 

Heath  B.  Marsh,  Chairman 

Bruce  Teague 

E.  M.  Suggs 

O.  Jack  Murphy 

Harry  Barger 

PLACE  AND  PREACHER  COMMITTEE: 

Albert  A.  Young,  Chairman 
B.  R.  Holbrook 
Matt  L.  Hastings 
Mrs.  Howard  Cates 
Mrs.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill 


RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE: 

W.  S.  Elliott,  Chairman 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans 
Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Turbyfill 
V.  C.  Martin 

EXTENSION  COMMITTEE: 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill,  Chairman 
Harold  Deal 
James  M.  Wilder 
Donald  Greene 
L.  Vernon  Connell 

CHRISTIAN  LIFE  COMMITTEE: 

G.  Othell  Hand,  Chairman 
Fred  A.  Lane 
Wayne  DeHart 
George  F.  Hemphill 
Edd  Swann 

PUBLICITY  : 

Frank  Poovey 


AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY 

B.  A.  Cooper 

If  the  people  of  the  Avorld  are  to  know  Christ,  they  must  have  the  Bible  in 
their  o\^ti  languages  in  order  for  the  Word  to  speak  to  their  own  hearts. 

The  American  Bible  Society,  a  non-profit  organization,  has  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  1816,  been  busy  at  the  job  of  placing  the  Bible  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
of  the  world  in  their  own  language. 

The  American  Bible  Society  rejoices  in  Southern  Baptists'  plans  for  the 
Jubilee  Advance,  1959-64,  because  we  throughly  recognize  these  basic  missionary 
principles:  People  must  have  the  Bible  because  it  presents  Jesus  Christ,  the  only 
hope  of  men  and  nations.  Each  person  must  have  the  Bible  in  his  own  language 
because  it  speaks  to  his  heart  as  no  other  language  can  speak.  In  most  countries 
people  cannot  afford  even  the  cost  of  printing  the  Scriptures. 

The  Bible  is  the  essential  tool  of  missions  and  evangelism.  The  missionary 
uses  it  in  all  his  work.  The  Bible  itself  is  a  missionary,  going  where  the  human 
missionary  cannot  go,  staying  after  he  must  leave — and  continually  speaking 
to  a  person's  heart. 

The  American  Bible  Society  is  an  active  partner  of  Southern  Baptists.  It 
helps  missionaries  to  translate  the  Bible,  publishes  without  note  or  comment  and 
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distributes  without  profit,  usually  below  cost,  for  worldwide  mission  work.  For 
the  Blind,  it  supplies  Scriptures  at  a  small  fraction  of  their  cost,  in  Braille  and 
other  raised-letter  systems  and  on  Talking  Book  records. 
During  1958  the  American  Bible  Society 

Distributed  around  the  world  over  sixteen  and  one-half  million  volumes  of 
Scripture. 

Donated  more  than  one  million  Scripture  volumes  for  our  Armed  Forces. 

Enlarged  the  ministry  of  the  Finger  Phone,  a  phonograph  operated  by  one 
finger  with  Scripture  recordings  in  the  languages  needed.  They  are  being 
used  among  Navaho  Indians  in  America  and  in  Africa  and  Asia  including 
25  languages. 

Southern  Baptists  support  the  work  of  the  Bible  Society  because  they  serve 
mission  work,  and  because  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  depend  upon  the  Society 
for  Scriptures  needed  in  their  field  of  work.  In  1958  Southern  Baptists  gave 
$162,199  to  the  American  Bible  Society,  leading  all  denominations  in  giving  for 
the  first  time. 

It  is  suggested  that  every  church  can  give  at  least  these  amounts  each  year: 
Country  and  village  churches,  $10  to  $25;  Churches  in  small  cities,  $25  to  $100; 
Larger  churches,  $100  to  $200;  Great  City  churches,  $200  to  $500  or  more. 

REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES 

E.  Murray  Tate,  Jr. 

The  Association  has  provided  two  scholarships,  each  in  the  amount  of  $175.00, 
for  the  1959-60  school  year.  The  qualifications  have  been  previously  announced 
and  published  in  the  report  of  the  1958  Annual  Session  of  the  Association. 

The  Trustees,  charged  with  the  duty  of  awarding  scholarships,  sent  letters  to 
all  Pastors,  requesting  applications  and  recommendations  of  Pastors.  Several 
very  fine  applications  resulted,  all  of  which  were  carefully  considered  by  the 
Trustees. 

All  applicants  were  worthy  and  met  the  standards  required.  The  Trustees 
finally  selected  the  two  whom  they  considered  to  best  meet  all  of  the  requirements. 
They  are: 

Miss  Elizabeth  E.  McGee,  First  Church,  Newton,  who  will  attend  "Wingate 
College;  Miss  Kay  Kirby,  Temple,  who  will  attend  Furman  University. 

Both  young  ladies  plan  to  engage  in  full  time  Baptist  denominational  work. 
We  are  proud  of  them  and  only  regret  that  we  could  not  award  scholarships  to 
others  also.  It  is  our  hope  that  in  coming  years,  the  size  or  number  of  scholar- 
ships can  be  increased. 

RESOLUTIONS 
1. 

Eesolved  that  this  Association  extend  its  hearty  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  host  churches  and  their  Pastors,  Catawba  Baptist  Church,  Eev.  B.  A.  Cooper, 
Pastor,  and  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory,  Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand,  Pastor,  for 
inviting  us  to  their  churches  for  our  Associational  meetings.    We  also  extend  our 
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/appreciation  to  the  ladies  of  these  churches  for  their  work  of  love  in  preparing 
the  wonderful  and  bountiful  meals  for  the  messengers  and  visitors. 

II. 

Eesolved  that  the  members  of  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association  commend 
our  Biblical  Eecorder  Trustees  in  their  nomination  and  election  of  J.  Marse 
vGrant  as  our  new  Editor  of  the  Biblical  Eecorder.  (Eequesting  that  the  Clerk 
send  a  copy  of  this  Eesolution  to  the  editor  of  the  Biblical  Eecorder  and  Charity 
and  Children  for  publication.) 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  1959  ANNUAL  W.M.U.  MEETING 
April  24,  1959 

The  annual  meeting  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  Theron  Eankin  Associa- 
tion was  held  April  24,  1959  at  Viewmont  Baptist  Church  of  Hickory.  The 
theme  was  ' '  You  .  .  .  Witnessing  .  .  .  Noav.  ' ' 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Hildebran,  associational 
W.  M.  U.  president,  presided. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  the  hymn  ''Jesus  Saves." 
Prayer  was  led  by  Eev.  Albert  A.  Young,  host  pastor. 

Gracious  words  of  welcome  were  given  by  the  host  pastor  and  Mrs.  Ealph 
Kendall,  W.  M.  U.  president  of  the  host  church. 

The  worship  period  was  led  by  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans.  Scripture  was  read  by 
six  W.  M.  S.  members  with  prayer  by  Mrs.  Frans.  Mrs.  G.  Othell  Hand 
sang  ''Lord,  Lay  Some  Soul"  during  the  meditation. 

A  motion  was  made  to  the  effect  that  the  printed  program  be  used  as  the 
order  of  service.  A  motion  was  also  made  that  those  registered  constitute  the 
voting  body.    Both  motions  were  adopted. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  last  year  were  read  and  approved.  The  treas- 
urer's report  was  read  and  adopted. 

Visitors  and  messengers  were  welcomed  by  the  president,  Mrs.  Holbrook. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed — Resolutions:  Mrs.  Jack  Murphy, 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Olin  Hefner  and  Mrs.  James  Helvey.  Place:  Mrs.  A.  A.  Young, 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Charles  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Bronson. 

A  brief  review  of  the  past  and  a  glimpse  of  the  future  was  given  by  the 
Eegional  President,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Quick;  Mrs.  Holbrook,  associational  president  and 
the  Four  Fundamental  Chairman. 

A  Soul-winning  playlet  ' '  You — A  Missionary ' '  was  given  by  Mrs.  Fritz 
Hemphill,  Community  Missions  Chairman,  and  ladies  from  her  church. 

Directed  Prayer  led  by  Mrs.  Howard  Cates  was  held  before  the  singing  of  the 
hymn  ' '  I  Love  to  Tell  the  Story. ' ' 

The  missionary  speaker  of  the  day  was  Miss  Ola  Lee  of  China  now  in  Taiwan, 

Meditation  and  Prayer  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Othell  Hand  and  Eev.  J. 
Louis  Price. 

A  bountiful  lunch  was  served  at  the  noon  hour. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  with  the  hymn  "Eescue  the  Perishing." 
The  worship  period  was  conducted  by  G.  A.  Queen,  Miss  Ella  Mae  McGee  and 
<^ueen  With  Scepter,  Miss  Brenda  Aultman. 

Miss  McGee 's  subject  was  "Steps  of  Conversion  as  Given  in  Forward  Steps." 
Miss  Aultman  spoke  on  "  A  Teenager  Helping  the  Community  to  Be  Christian. ' ' 
Prayer  was  led  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Price. 

During  the  business  session  committee  reports  were  made  and  the  Associational 
W.  M.  U.  Aims  for  Advancement  and  Budget  were  adopted. 

1960  meeting:  to  be  held  at  West  Hickory  Baptist  Church. 

Officers  were  elected  as  folloAvs:  President,  Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook;  Vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs.  B.  A.  Cooper;  Secretary,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan;  Treasurer,  Miss  Tennie 
Freeman;  Mission  Study  Chairman,  Mrs.  Eose  Wolff;  Community  Missions  Chair- 
man, Mrs.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill;  Stewardship  Chairman,  Mrs.  Howard  Cates;  Prayer 
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Chairman,  Mrs.  Dale  Wilson;  Y.  W.  A.  Director,  Mrs.  Carl  W.  Fye;  G.  A.  Director^ 
Mrs.  Eobert  Boatwright;  Sunbeam  Director  Mrs.  Eaymond  Scarborough;  Litera- 
ture Chairman,  Mrs.  Bruce  Huffman;  Chorister,  Mrs.  Othell  Hand;  Pianist,  Mrs. 
Ealph  Kendall,  Carver  School  of  Missions,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans. 

The  Nominating  Committee  elected  for  1959-60  were:  Mrs.  Victor  Andrews, 
chairman;  Mrs.  Thomas  Atnip,  Mrs.  Max  Freeman,  Mrs.  Eugene  Cooke,  Mrs. 
Eugene  Hall  and  Mrs.  B.  M.  Cooke. 

The  prayer  of  dedication  for  new  officers  was  led  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Quick, 
Eegional  president.    Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson  sang  a  solo. 

Miss  Barbara  Eodman,  Girl's  Auxiliary  Director  for  the  state  spoke  on 
''Ways  of  Witnessing"  using  John  17  as  her  scripture. 

The  session  was  closed  with  meditation  by  Mrs.  Othell  Hand,  and  prayer  by 
Eev.  J.  Howard  Cates. 


3n  iWemoriam 


CATAWBA— Mr.  David  Keith, 
Mr.  R.  A.  Keith,  Mr.  Hoyle  C. 
Setzer,  Sr.  (Deacon) 

CLAREMONT— 

Mrs.  Willie  Ballard 

CORINTH— Mr.  Royal  M.  Stal- 
lings,  II,  Mrs.  Jettie  Huffman, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Speagle 

FIRST,  HICKORY— Mr.  T.  P. 
Pniitt,  Sr.  (Deacon),  Mr.  M.  S. 
Crapps,  Mr.  Paul  Dietz,  Mr. 
Charles  Pope,  Mr.  Paul  White- 
ner,  Mrs.  Charles  Perry,  Mrs. 
K.  C.  Menzies,  Mr.  Carl  Brooks, 
Sr.,  Mrs.  Harry  Barger,  Mrs. 
John  Williams 

EAST    HICKORY  MISSION— 
Roy  McGarr 

HIGHLAND— Mr.  John  Hogan, 
Mr.  Ray  Setzer,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Ward 

LONGVIEW— Mrs.  Minnie  Craw- 
ford, Mrs.  Alice  Keller,  Mrs. 
T.  S.  Pressley 

OAKLAND  HEIGHTS— 

Mrs.  Mae  Shores 

PENELOPE— Mr.  Arney  Smith, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Sain,  Mrs.  Julia  Em- 
ma Walker,  Mrs.  J.  Frank 
Rudisill,  Mr.  Clorus  B.  Starr, 
Mr.  Milton  Edgar  Turbyfill,  Mr. 
Glen  A.  Setzer 


TEMPLE— Mrs.  G.  C.  Honeycutt, 
Mrs.  Frank  Marlowe 


VIEWMONT— Mrs.  Pansy  Hall, 
Mr.  Clinton  Fox,  Mrs.  C.  0.  Ellis, 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Fox,  Mr.  Everette 
Brown 


WEST  HICKORY  —  Mrs.  Jane 
Keller,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Gabbard,  Mrs. 
A.  D.  Isenhour,  Thomas  E. 
Fisher,  Mr.  Alvin  Riley 
(Deacon) 

ICARD— Mr.  W.  B.  Bollinger 

FIRST,  NEWTON  —  Mr.  Jerry 
Benfield,  Mr.  Frank  A.  Eckard, 
Mr.  Jack  L.  Greene,  Mr.  Charles 
Hass,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Heffner,  Mr. 
Everette  B.  Moose,  Mr.  Charles 
Travis,  Sr. 

NORTH  NEWTON— Mr.  A.  L. 
White 

PROVIDENCE— 

Mrs.  Susan  J.  Hudson 

SPRINGS  ROAD— 

Mrs.  Edd  Teague 

WARLICKS— Mrs.  Virginia  Drum- 
mond,  Mrs.  Fannie  Crisp 


Church  Directories 


PASTORS 

The  names  and  addresses  of  the  pastors  of  this  association  are  contained  in 
statistical  table  A. 


ASSISTANT  PASTORS,  EDUCATIONAL,  MUSIC  DIRECTORS, 
SECRETARIES 


Name 

Address 

Church 

Work 

Bolick,  Miss  Betty  

Byler,  David  0  

Cater,  Miss  Helen  

Huff,  Robert  L  

Kercher,  R.  Paul  

Viewmont  Apt.  8-A,  Hickory  

Route  2,  Box  477,  Hickory  

616  N.  Center  Si..  Hickory  

P.  0.  Box  552,  Hickory  

645  1st  Ave.  N  W,  Hickory  

810  2nd  Ave.  N  W,  Hickory 
Viewmont  Apt.  11-A,  Hickory.  .  .  . 

534  2nd  Avenue,  N  W,  Hickory. . . 
114  33rd  Street  N  W,  Hickory.  . . . 
541  1st  Streei,  N  W,  Hickory 

Penelope  

First,  Hickory  

First,  Hickory  

Church  Secretary 
Church  Secretary 
Assoc.  Pastor  (Music) 
Educational  Secretary 
Director  of  Education 
Dir.  of  Music  and  Ed. 
Dir.  of  Ed.  and  Youth 

Activities 
Assoc.  Pastor  (Youth) 
Dir.  of  Mrsic  and  Ed. 
Dir.  of  Music  and  Ed. 

ORDAINED  MINISTERS,  NOT  PASTORS,  HOLDING  MEMBERSHIP 
IN  THE  CHURCHES  OF  THERON  RANKIN  ASSOCIATION 


Name 


Address 


Church 


Abernethy,  Alfred  (Ch.O.) 
Bowman,  Hoyle  E.  (S.O.) . 

Bragg,  J.  L.  (R.O.)  

Bryant,  Wade  (I.O.)  

Chester,  0.  S.  (I.O.)  

Connor,  D.  H.  (1.0.)  

Crump,  Zeno  (I.O.)  

Gilbert.  Frank  (I.O.)  

Hampton,  Otis  (I.O.)  

Helton,  Clyde  (I.O.)  

KeUer,  J.  C.  (I.O.)  

Morrow,  Phillip  R.  (O.M.) 

Price,  J.  Louis  (R.O.)  

Reep,  Jay  (O.M.)  

SulUvan,  E.  F.  (R.O.) . . . . 


U.S.A.F  

Dallas,  Texas  

Hildebran  

918  Lenoir  Rd.  N  W,  Hickory  

169  29th  Street  S  W,  Hickory  

765  21st  Street  S  W,  Hickory  

Route  2,  Connelly  Springs  

Route  2,  Connelly  Springs  

537  12th  Avenue  N  E,  Hickory .  .  . 

P.  0.  Box  700,  Hickory  

Rt.  5,  Box  146,  Hickory  

Catawba  

2820  1st  Avenue  N  W,  Hickory .  . . 

Route  1,  Hickory  

1920  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 


Providence 
Calvary 

Hildebran,  First 

Penelope 

Longview 

Penelope 

Warlick's 

Warlick's 

West  Hickory 

Community 

Longview 

Catawba 

West  Hickory 

Mountain  Grove 

Temple 
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MINISTERS  ORDAINED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Name 

Address 

Church 

Goodwin,  Gerald  

Stephens,  Tommy  

Hildebran,  First 
Hildebran,  First 

MINISTER  LICENSED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Name 

Address 

Church 

Hester,  Joe  Parks  

Newton,  First 

DIRECTOR  OF  AUDIO-VISUAL  AIDS 

Church 

Name 

Address 

345  7th  Ave.  Place  N  W,  Hickory 
2044-B  6th  Street  N  W,  Hickory 
P.  0.  Box  552,  Hickory 
Route  3,  Vale 

LIBRARIANS 

Church 

Name 

Ajdress 

Catawba  

Mrs.  Locke  Rink  

Route  1,  Claremont 

Route  3,  Vale 

719  19th  St.  S  W,  Hickory 

141  15th  St.  S  E,  Hickory 

196  23rd  St.  N  W,  Hickory 

829  Main  Ave.  N  E,  Hickory 

Route  3,  Box  120,  Hickory 

Route  2,  Box  477.  Hickory 

1417  1st  Ave.  Place  N  W,  Hickory 

Hildebran 

409  E.  nth  Street,  Newton 
603  21st  St.  S  E,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Calvary  

«  First  

Hildebran,  First  

Mrs.  W.  K.  Truett  

Theron  Kankin  Baptist  Association 
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PIANIST  OR  ORGANIST 


Church 


Name 


Address 


Brookford  

Catawba  

Claremont  

Corinth  

Grace  

Hickory,  Calvary  

"  Community  

"   East  Hickory  

"   East  Hickory  Mission . 

"  First  

"  Highland  

"  Longview  

"   Oakland  Heights  

"  Penelope  

"  Temple  

"  Viewmont  

"    West  Hickory  

Hildebran,  First  

Icard  

Mountain  Grove  

Newton,  First  

"  North  

Oyama  

Providence  

Sandy  Ridge  

Midway  Mission  

Springs  Road  

Startown  

Sweetwater  

Warlick's  

Wayside  


Mrs.  W.  C.  Laney  

Miss  Polly  Ann  Abernethy . 

Judy  Scronce  

Howard  Propst  

Miss  Nancy  Jackson  

Mrs.  Larry  Overcash  

Miss  Barbara  Ball  

Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson  

Mrs.  Virginia  Crowley .... 


Mrs.  E.  L.  Guthrie  

Mrs.  Wayne  Newton  

Barbara  Brooks  

Mrs.  Mayo  Weaver  

Mrs.  Charles  Murph,  Jr. . 

Mrs.  Ralph  Kendall  

Mrs.  Dean  Woods  

Mrs.  Willard  Wycoff  

Mrs.  M.  C.  Warlick  

Mrs.  Gene  Allison  

Cecil  Murray  

Mrs.  Peggy  Cunningham. 
Mrs.  Garland  Caldwell. . . 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Brittian  

Miss  Jane  Martin  

Miss  Mazel  Pope  

Miss  Gale  Huffman  

Mrs.  Emmett  Huffman. . , 

Miss  Patsy  Houston  

Elizabeth  Marlow  

Mrs.  Nancy  Franklin .  . . . 


161  20th  Avenue  S  W,  Hickory 

Star  Route,  Catawba 

2014  Mehaflfy  Avenue,  Newton 

Route  1,  Hickory 

Route  3,  Hickory 

24th  St.  S  W,  Hickory 

P.  0.  Box  166,  Hickory 

122  16th  St.  S  E,  Hickory 

Conover 


1118  8th  St.  N  E,  Hickory 
238  32nd  St.  S  W,  Hickory 
1673  C  Ave.  S  E,  Hickory 
P.  0.  Box  72.  Hildebran 
748  8th  St.  N  E,  Hickory 
2606  1st  Avenue  N  W,  Hickory 
P.  0.  Box  585,  Hickory 
P.  0.  Box  114,  Hildebran 
Icard 

Route  1,  Hickory 
Newton 

2307  N.  Anderson  Ave.,  Newton 

Route  2,  Conover 

Route  4,  Hickory 

1830  12th  Ave.  N  E,  Hickory 

Route  1,  Conover 

Route  2,  Box  111,  Conover 

Route  1,  Newton 

Route  3,  Hickory 

Route  2,  Connelly  Springs 

Route  4,  Hickory 


HISTORICAL  TABLE 


Year            Place  of  Meeting 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher  of 
Annual  Sermon 

1956  Hickory,  First; 

Hildebran,  First  

1957  West  Hickory; 

Mountain  Grove  

1958  Viewmont;  Providence . . . 

1959  Catawba;  Hickory,  First. . 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

J.  Howard  Gates  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

V.  C.  Martin 

0.  Jack  Murphy 
James  Helvey,  Jr. 
B.  R.  Holbrook 

Statistical  Tables 
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REV.  J.  T.OUIS  PKICE 
TO  WHOM  THIS  VOLUME  OF  MINUTES  IS  DEDICATED 
BY  ORDER,  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

Eev.  J,  Louis  Price  ^vns  horn  in  Wilson  County,  N.  C,  Feltruary  1,  1893. 
He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  and  ]\rrs.  Ruffin  P.  Price.  When  converted  at  al»out  17 
years  of  age,  he  united  witli  the  Stantonsl)urg'  P>ai>tist  Church  and  tlicrt'  served 
as  a  deacon,  Sunchiy  School  Superintendent  and  as  otiicer  in  the  Training  Union. 

After  being  caUed  to  the  ministry  lie  attended  Mars  Hill  College  and  gradu- 
ated at  Wake  Forest  College  with  the  P.. A.  Degree  in  192(1.  After  teaching 
school  for  a  year  he  attended  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  of 
Louisville,  Jvy.  where  he  graduated  with  the  Tli.M.  Degree  in  ]9'2;").  During 
his  college  and  seminary  days  he  supj^lied  aiul  pastored  several  churches. 

After  graduating  from  the  Seiuinary  he  was  pastor  of  the  Roberts  Chapel, 
Buckhorn  field  of  churches,  in  the  West  Chowan  Association  in  North  Carolina 
for  five  years,  pastor  of  the  P>etlu'l  liaptist  Church,  liloxom,  Vii-giiiia,  for  six 
years,  of  the  First  P)ai>tist  Cliurch  of  Siler  City,  N.  C.  He  came  to  Penelope 
Baptist  (1iui-ch  of  Hickory,  N.  (\,  in  1941  where  be  served  as  ])astor  for  twelve 
years.  His  last  pastorate  of  three  years  was  the  Dudley  Shoals  Bai>tist  Church  near 
Granite  Falls  from  which  he  retired  in  1956. 

During  his  entire  ministry  he  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  loci)  association 
and  in  the  Baptist  State  Convention.  He  has  served  on  very  iitiport.-iiit  com- 
mittees of  the  convention,  among  which  was  the  ])r()gram  couimittee,  and  also 
as  Vice  President  of  the  Pastor's  Confei-ence  of  the  l>a]»tist  State  Convention. 
He  also  served  as  a  trustee  of  ChoAvan  College. 

Mr.  Price  married  ^Fiss  Dora  Mae  Eplee  of  Clenwood,  near  ^NFarion,  N.  C. 
She  has  been  a  gracious  and  loving  helpmate.  They  have  two  sons.  Dr.  James 
L.  Price,  a  Hickory  dentist,  and  William  R.  Price,  employed  by  the  Pepsi-Cola 
Bottling  Company  of  Hickoiy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  have  built  a  home  in  Hickory  and  are  continuing  to  serve 
the  Lord  with  gladness  and  the  loyalty  that  has  always  characterized  their  service 
in  His  harvest  fields. 
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OFFICERS 

Donald  Greene,  Moderator  P.  O.  Box  273,  Hickory 

W.  S.  Elliott,  Vice  Moderator  813  Sth  St.  Drive,  SE,  Hickory 

Miss  Helen  Cater,  Cleric  P.  O.  Box  552,  Hickory 

Heath  B.  Marsh,  Treasurer  3024  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

J.  D.  Greene,  Historian  Eoute  5,  Lakewood,  Hickory 

TRUSTEES 

E.  Murray  Tate,  Jr.,  Chmn.  P.  O.  Box  202,  Hickory 

Wilson  Aultman  425  5th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Heath  B.  Marsh  3024  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

ASSOCIATIONAL  AUXILIARIES 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Sunday  School  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Wayne  V.  Eiddle,  Training  Union  Director  Icard 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook,  W.M.V.  President  P.  O.  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Wayne  DeHart,  Brotherhood  President  Box  495,  Annex,  Hickory 

James  Snyder,  Director  of  Music  541  1st  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

BOARD  REPRESENTATIVES 

Donald  Greene,  General  Board  of  N.  C.  Baptist  State  Convention  Hickory 

A.  H.  Field,  Trustee,  Baptist  Hospital  Hickory 

G.  Othell  Hand,  Board  of  Directors,  Biblical  Recorder  Hickory 

Mrs.  L.  p.  Frans,  Trustee,  N.  C.  Baptist  Homes,  Inc  Hickory 

C.  G.  Fox,  Trustee,  Mars  Hill  College  Hickory 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Program  Committee:  James  Helvey,  Chmn.,  1826  N.  College  Avenue,  Newton, 

James  Snyder,  O.  Jack  Murphy,  Heath  B.  Marsh 
\[emhership  Committee:  E.  F.  Sullivan,  Chmn.,  1920  N.  Center  Street,  Hickory, 

J.  Louis  Price,  B.  A.  Cooper,  E.  E.  Fisher,  Hampton  Scronce 
Resolutions  Committee:  W.  S.  Elliott,  Chmn.,  813  8th  St.  Drive,  SE,  Hickory, 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Turbyfill,  V.  C.  Martin 
Extension  Committee :  B.  E.  Holbrook,  Chmn.,  Box  135,  Hildebran,  Harold  Deal, 

Donald  Greene,  L.  V.  Connell,  Carl  Lee 
Finance  Committee:  Heath  B.  Marsh,  Chmn.,  3024  N.  Center  Street,  Hickory, 

Bruce  Teague,  E.  M.  Suggs,  O.  Jack  Murphy,  Harry  Barger 
Place  and  Preacher  Committee :  Matt  L.  Hastings,  Chmn.,  Et.  2,  Connelly  Springs, 

E.  L.  Ball,  Wilburn  Edmonston,  G.  Othell  Hand 
Christian  Life  Committee:  Albert  A.  Young,  Chmn.,  97  18th  Ave.  Dr.  NW, 

Hickory,  George  F.  Hemphill,  Ed  Swann,  Wayne  Eiddle 
Ordination  Committee :  B.  E.  Holbrook,  Chmn.,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  J.  Louis  Price, 

W.  S.  Elliott,  Ted  L.  Starnes 
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Publicity  Committee:  Frank  Poovey 

Director  of  Central  Training  School:  J.  Howard  Gates 

Nominating  Committee:  Floyd  Davis,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  B.  E.  Holbrook,  James 
Graham,  Harold  Tester 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 

Evangelism  O.  Jack  Murphy,  3224  Main  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Homes  for  Aging  Kenneth  M.  Bowen,  Eoute  1,  Newton 

Baptist  Hospital  B.  E.  Holbrook,  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Children's  Homes  Bill  Whitener,  1257  9th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Christian  Education  Miss  Ann  Feltner,  836  8th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

American  Bible  Society  Eobert  L.  Huff,  Viewmont  Apts.,  Hickory 

Christian  Literature  Harold  Tester,  122  W.  7th  Street,  Newton 

Minister's  Eetirement .  .  .  . Ted  L.  Starnes,  1329  15th  St.  Court,  NE,  Hickory 

Home  Missions  Hayden  B.  Hayes,  1007  5th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

State  Missions  J.  D.  Compton,  Eoute  3,  Hickory 

Foreign  Missions  E.  C.  Eobinson,  Eoute  2,  Hickory 

Public  Eelations  Committee:  J.  Howard  Cates,  Chmn.,  858  8th  Street,  NE, 
Hickory,  Edgar  Melvin,  Berry  Lafone 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

T.  W.  Nelson,  Superintendent  122  16th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Harold  Tester,  Supt.  of  Evangelism  122  W.  7th  Street,  Newton 

Donald  Greene,  Supt  of  Training  Box  273,  Hickory 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Marsh,  Supt.  of  Vacation  Bible  Schools 

3024  N.  Center  Street,  Hickory 
Mrs.  Lindsay  Miller,  .Jr.,  Secretary  57  13th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

DEPARTMENT  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Mrs.  Conley  Fox,  Cradle  Roll  Eoute  2,  Conover 

Mrs.  Dewey  Keller,  Nursery  Et.  2,  Box  233,  Hickory 

(to  be  elected)  Beginner 
(to  be  elected)  Primary 

Eobert  Huff,  Junior  Viewmont  Apts.,  Hickory 

Bruce  Huffman,  Intermediate  Eoute  2,  Conover 

E.  Conley  Eobinson,  Young  People  Eoute  3,  Box  363,  Hickory 

(to  be  elected)  Adult 

V.  C.  Martin,  Extension  1830  12th  Avenue,  NE,  Hickory 


TRAINING  UNION 

Wayne  V.  Eiddle,  Director  P.  O.  Box  255,  Icard 

Eobert  L.  Huff,  Associate  Director  Viewmont  Apts.,  11  A,  Hickory 

Miss   Geraldine  Wilson,  Secretary  Icard 

B.  E.  Holbrook,  Pastor-Advisor  P.  0.  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Charles  Brown,  Chorister  127  14th  St.  NW,  Hickory 

James  Snyder,  Pianist  541  1st  St.  NW,  Hickory 

Frank  Poovey,  Audio-Visual  Associate  2044-B  6th  St.  NW,  Hickory 
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DEPARTMENT  LEADERS 

Clemmie  Self,  Adult  1606  E.  Ave.  SE,  Hickory 

Marion  Powell,  Young  People  c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  Newton 

Mrs.  Bruce  Huffman,  Intermediate  Eoute  2,  Conover 

Mrs.  Eose  Wolff,  Junior  421  1st  Ave.  NW,  Hickory- 
Miss  Ann  Feltner,  Primary  836  8th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

(to  be  elected)  Beginner 
(to  be  elected)  Nursery 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook,  President  P.  0.  Box  135,  Hildebran 

Mrs.  B.  a.  Cooper,  Vice-President  Box  114,  Catawba 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Secretary  826  9th  Ave.  Place,  NE,  Hickory 

Miss  Tennie  Freeman,  Treasurer  127  14th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 

Mrs.  Eose  Wolff,  Mission  Study  421  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Marsh,  Community  Missions  3024  N.  Center  Street,  Hickory 

Mrs.  J.  Howard  Cates,  Stewardship  858  8th  Street,  NE,  Hickory 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Brunson,  Prayer  Conover 

Miss  Jimmie  Carol  Biggerstaff,  Y.W.A.  Director  Newton 

Mrs.  Egbert  Boatwright,  G.  A.  Director  Conover 

Mrs.  Eay  Childers,  Sunbeam  Director  Hildebran 

Mrs.  Bruce  Huffman,  Literature  Eoute  2,  Conover 

Mrs.  Kenneth  Haas,  Chorister  Conover 

Mrs  Ealph  Kendall,  Pianist  2606  1st  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Mrs.  L.  p.  Frans,  Carver  School  of  Missions  and  Margaret  Fund 

Country  Club  Eoad,  Hickory 
Mrs.  Wayne  V.  Eiddle,  Nominating  Committee  Chmn  Icard 

BROTHERHOOD 

G.  Wayne  DeHart,  President  Box  495,  Annex,  Hickory 

James  Clay,  Vice-President  406  11th  Street,  SW,  Hickory 

V.  H.  White,  Secretary  P.  O.  Box  355,  Hickory 

Eoyal  Ambassador  Leaders: 

Eay   Childers  Hildebran 

Bruce  Huffman  Eoute  2,  Conover 

Clemmie  Self  1606  E.  Ave.  SE,  Hickory 

Victor  Leon  Snipes,  Christian  Witness  Leader  121  14th  St.  SE,  Hickory 

John  L.  Quinn,  Personal  Stewardship  Leader.  .  .234  9th  Ave.  Drive,  NE,  Hickory 

Eay  M.  Eowell,  World  Mission  Leader  216  15th  St.  NW,  Hickory 

Advisory  Council:  Matt  L.  Mastings,  O.  Jack  Murphy,  Harold  Tester,  J.  D. 

COMPTON 

MUSIC 

James  Snyder,  Director  541  1st  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

O.  Jack  Murphy,  Pastor-Advisor  3224  Main  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 
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Chaeles  Brown,  Director  of  Congregational  Activities 

127  14th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 
Miss  Nellie  Peuitt,  Director  of  Instrumental  Activities 

Eoute  1,  Box  609,  Hickory 

David  O.  Byler,  Director  of  Training  616  North  Center  Street,  Hickory 

Mrs.  Mack  Staeeord,  Director  of  Graded  Choir  Activities 

Eoute  2,  Box  133  E,  Hickory 
Miss  Helen  Cater,  Director  of  Publicity  and  Promotion 

P.  O.  Box  552,  Hickory 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Church  Layman  Address 

Brookford— E.  S.  Bolick  Brookford 

Catawba — Grady  Abernathy  Catawba 

Claremont,  First — S.  G.  Panther  Claremont 

Corinth — P.  W.  Riser  Eoute  3,  Vale 

Grace — E.  J.  Jackson  Et.  3,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Calvary — Herman  Falls  1505  5th  Avenue,  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Community — Lloyd  Jones  1225  1st  Avenue,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  East  Hickory— Eussell  E.  Fisher  134  15th  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Hickory,  First — Donald  E.  Greene  Et.  5,  Lakewood,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Highland— V.  H.  White  P.  O.  Box  355,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Longview — Douglas  Foster  Et.  5,  Box  106  J,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Oakland  Heights — Carl  G.  King  Eoute  1,  Box  557  A,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Penelope— Cecil  Sigmon  318  33rd  Street,  SW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Temple — J.  E.  Yount  Sandy  Eidge  Eoad,  Hickory 

Hickory,  Viewmont — Gentry  Bost  61  20th  Avenue,  NW,  Hickory 

Hickory,  West  Hickory— Ealph  E.  Bolick  151  34th  Street,  NW,  Hickory 

Hildebran,  First — Perry  Abernathy  Hildebran 

Icard — S.  A.  Carswell  Icard 

Mountain  Grove — George  Cansler  Eoute  1,  Hickory 

Newton,  First — Perry  Huitt  2338  N.  Main  Avenue,  Newton 

Newton,  North — Loy  Mauney,  Jr  316  N.  Davis,  Newton 

Oyama — S.  C.  Duncan  Et.  3,  Box  298,  Hickory 

Providence — M.  S.  Brittian  Eoute  4,  Hickory 

Sandy  Eidge — Alvin  Lane  Eoute  3,  Hickory 

Springs  Eoad — Willard  Bolick  Eoute  2,  Hickory 

Startown — Hess  Starr  Eoute  1,  Newton 

Sweetwater — Jack  Lingerfelt  227  21st  Street,  SE,  Hickory 

Warlick's — Lee  Speagle  Eoute  2,  Connelly  Springs 

Wayside 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICES 

1.  This  association  has  no  Baptist  school,  hospital,  encampment,  orphanage, 
state  or  south-wide  agency  or  board  located  within  its  borders. 

2.  There  is  no  W.  M.  U.,  Sunday  School,  Training  Union  or  Brotherhood 
meeting  during  the  sessions  of  our  association.  All  these  meet  at  some  other 
time.  No  minutes  of  their  meetings  were  furnished  the  clerk  for  publication 
except  the  W.  M.  U.  Information  on  their  work  can  be  found  in  their  reports 
to  this  body. 

3.  The  calendar  activities  of  the  association  is  incomplete  at  this  time 
but  will  be  issued  at  a  later  date. 

4.  Eeports  to  this  session  of  the  association  are  found  in  the  section  imme- 
diately following  the  Proceedings  of  Association  and  bear  the  name  of  chairman 
of  the  committee  only. 

5.  In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Association  no  mention  is  made  of  a  motion 
for  the  adoption  of  reports.  The  fact  that  they  appear  in  the  minutes  prove  their 
adoption. 


LIST  OF  MESSENGERS 

Brookford  (3)  Mrs.  Ray  Pope,  Mrs.  I.  M.  Simpson 

Catawba  (5)  B.  A.  Cooper  (Pastor),  Mrs.  L.  N.  Eink,  Loreta  Trollinger,  Mrs. 

S.  C.  Wike,  H.  A.  Witherspoon,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Witherspoon 
Claremont,  First  (4)  Hampton  L.  Scronce  (Pastor),  Robert  L.  Dorsey,  R.  E. 

Monday,  Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Monday,  Mrs.  Lenda  Starr 
Corinth  (5)  James  P.  Graham  (Pastor),  C.  V.  Stallings,  Miss  Elma  Stallings, 

Mrs.  Roy  Stallings,  Mrs.  James  Graham,  C.  S.  Rhoney 
Grace  (3)  D.  E.  Couch,  Sr.  (Pastor),  Mrs.  E.  J.  Jackson,  Lester  Whitener, 

Mrs.  Lester  Whitener 
Hickory,  Calvary  (5)  W.  W.  Marr  (Pastor),  Mrs.  W.  W.  Marr 
Hickory,  Community  (4)  R.  L.  Ball  (Pastor) 

Hickory,  East  (7)  T.  W.  Nelson  (Pastor),  Mrs.  E.  D.  Canipe,  Lois  Canipe, 
Mrs.  G.  W.  DeHart,  Joe  Franklin,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Friar,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson, 
Clemmie  Self 

East  Hickory  Mission  (3)  Carl  L.  Lee  (Pastor),  R.  T.  Boatwright,  D.  M.  Brun- 

son.  Sr.,  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Fisher 
Hickory,  First  (18)  G.  Othell  Hand  (Pastor),  O.  B.  Austin,  Frelon  W.  Broome, 

David  O.  Byler,  Mrs.  Jessie  Bellinger,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans,  J.  D.  Greene,  Donald 

Greene,  Mrs.  G.  E.  McKee,  Mrs.  B.  O.  Varner 
Hickory,  Highland  (10)  J.  Howard  Gates  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Howard  Gates,  W.  B. 

Duncan,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan,  Clifford  D.  Moses,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Ogren,  Eldon  W. 

Payne,  James  Snyder,  E.  M.  Suggs,  M.  C.  Turbyfill,  V.  H.  White 
Midway  Mission  (3)  Ernest  C.  Robinson  (Pastor),  Mrs.  T.  L.  Hedrick,  Mrs. 

Ray  Hefner 

Hickory,  Longview  (6)  J.  D.  Compton  (Pastor),  O.  S.  Chester,  Wayne  Elder, 
John  Munday 

Hickory,  Oakland  Heights  (4)  Berry  Lafone  (Pastor),  Rosa  Hefner,  Mrs. 

Ellen  Townsend,  Peggy  Wilcox 
Hickory,  Penelope  (13)  O.  Jack  Murphy  (Pastor),  Mrs.  John  Banks,  Mrs. 

Linwood  Brittian,  Mrs.  Julius  Butler,  O.  T.  Crump,  Mrs.  O.  T.  Crump,  Mrs. 

B.  A.  Fox,  Mrs.  W.  I.  Keller,  Mrs.  J.  D.  McCray,  O.  E.  McCray,  Mrs.  O.  Jack 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Howard  Penland,  Mrs.  Henry  Starnes,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Walker 

Hickory,  Temple  (7)  W.  S.  Elliott  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Dillon  Cannon,  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Elliott,  J.  Z.  Fulbright,  Cecil  Mull,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Sullivan,  Mrs. 
Alan  Younce 

Hickory,  Viewmont  (12)  Albert  A.  Young  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Joe  Beckom,  Charles 
R.  Brown,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh,  A.  T.  Fox,  Robert  L.  Huff,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Webster, 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Young 

Hickory,  West  (13)  Frank  H.  Thomas  (Pastor),  Mrs.  O.  F.  Annas,  Walter 
Cannon,  Helen  Cater,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Day,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Gabbard,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Morris, 
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J.  Louis  Price,  Mrs.  N.  W.  Phelps,  Mrs.  Carl  Stallings,  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Thomas, 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Eowe,  Mrs.  Mack  Stafford,  Mrs.  Fred  Williams 
HiLDEBRAN,  FiRST  (9)  B.  E.  Holbrook  (Pastor),  J.  P.  Abemethy,  Mrs.  Jones 

Abernathy,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hoyle,  Mrs.  Charlie  A.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Johnnie  Mosteller, 

Mrs.  Ernest  Stuart,  Sr. 
ICARD  (5)  Wayne  Eiddle  (Pastor),  S.  A.  Cars-.vell,  Mrs.  Wayne  V.  Eiddle,  Eoy 

Simpson,  Mrs.  Eoy  Simpson,  Mrs.  Dale  Wilson 
Mountain  Grove  (5)  L.  Vernon  Connell  (Pastor),  C.  S.  Echerd,  Mrs.  Glen 

Hensley,  Mrs.  G.  F.  Huffman,  Mrs.  Odell  Eockett,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Whitener 
Newton,  First  (9)  Harold  Tester  (Pastor),  Perry  D.  Huitt,  Mrs.  Harold  L. 

Tester 

Newton,  North  (6)  James  Helvey  (Pastor),  F.  L.  Davis,  Mrs.  Floyd  I.  Davis, 

W.  M.  Hoyle,  Charles  W.  Lane,  Jerrel  Stewart 
Oyama  (3)  S.  C.  Duncan,  Mrs.  D.  D.  Granger,  M.  C.  Wilson 
Providence  (4)  Jackson  L.  Falls  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Fate  Asherbranner,  Mrs.  Gladys 

Cline,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Falls,  Mrs.  Carrie  Schrum 
Sandy  Eidge  (5)  V.  C.  Martin  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Floyd  W.  Barger,  Mrs.  Elmer  G. 

Martin,  Mrs.  Guy  Martin,  Mrs.  V.  C.  Martin,  Mary  McMillian 
Spring  Eoad  (4)  W.  E.  Melvin  (Pastor),  Mrs.  F.  A.  Hutchinson,  Mrs.  C.  H. 

Wagner 

Startown  (3)  Kenneth  M.  Bo  wen  (Pastor) 

Sweetwater  (3)  Ted  L.  Starnes  (Pastor),  Edwin  Davis,  Mrs.  Edwin  Davis 
Warlick  (7)  M.  L.  Hastings  (Pastor),  Mrs.  Clyde  Church,  A.  L.  Elliott,  Mrs. 

M.  L.  Hastings,  Fred  Hendrix,  Mrs.  Charlie  Orders 
Wayside  (4)  J.  A.  Cook,  Thomas  Harding,  Mrs.  Charles  Klutz,  Mrs.  Albert 

Leatherman 


CONSTITUTION 

Adopted  October  25,  1956 

Article  I.  NAME 
This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association. 

Article  11.  OBJECTIVE 
The  objective  of  the  association  shall  be  to  devise  and  implement  plans  for 
the  enlargement  and  accomplishment  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of  the  member 
churches  through  fellowship  and  cooperation  with  each  other.  The  association  shall 
seek  to  recommend  measures  for  the  increased  harmony  and  spiritual  power  of 
member  churches.  It  shall  provide  an  organizational  framework  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  missions,  including  education  and  evangelism,  through  the 
program  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Article  III.   ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 
The  articles  of  faith  of  this  association,  which  shall  be  the  basis  of  fellow- 
ship and  cooperation,  are  those  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Memphis,  May  14,  1925. 

Article  IV.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  be  composed  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Churches  which  are  members  of  the  present  association. 

Section  2.  The  association  shall  receive  into  its  fellowship  and  program  such 
other  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  as  adhere  to  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  as 
expressed  in  the  Articles  of  Faith  of  the  association,  subscribe  to  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  of  the  association,  and  support  the  Southern  Baptist  and 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Missions  program. 

Section  3.  The  association  shall  withdraw  fellowship  from  member  churches 
upon  their  continual  refusal  to  cooperate  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  objective 
of  the  association. 

Article  V.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  association  shall  meet  in  regular  session  annually  for  two  days 
in  one  or  more  of  its  member  churches  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the 
business  of  the  association  and  for  the  inspiration  of  member  churches  in  the 
support  of  the  cause  of  missions. 

Section  2.  Upon  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Moderator 
shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  association  when  necessary  with  adequate  notice 
to  all  member  churches. 

Section  3.  Meetings  of  the  association  organizations,  i.e.,  Sunday  School, 
Baptist  Training  Union,  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  Brotherhood,  shall 
be  held  during  the  associational  year  under  the  leadership  of  the  associational 
officers.  The  purpose  of  these  meetings  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the  missionary 
enterprise  through  the  work  of  the  individual  organizations. 
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Article  VI.  OFFICEES 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  Moderator,  Vice-Moderator,  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  Historian,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.  U.  President,  Brotherhood  President,  Director  of  Music,  three  Trustees, 
and  Publicity  Chairman. 

Article  VII.  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
The  standing  committees  of  the  association  shall  be  as  follows:  Executive, 
Nominating,  Program,  Membership,  Eesolutions,  Extension,  Finance,  Time  and 
Place,  Christian  Life,  and  Evangelism. 

Article  VIII.  AMENDMENTS 
This  constitution  may  be  amended  on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  such  amendment, 
alteration  or  repeal  shall  have  been  presented  in  writing  at  the  previous  annual 
meeting. 

BY-LAWS 

Article  I.  MEMBEESHIP 

Section  1.  Application  from  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  desiring  member- 
ship in  the  association  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  membership  committee  at 
least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  annual  meeting.  This  committee  shall  report 
on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting.  Messengers  of  the  applying  churches 
may  be  seated  upon  its  acceptance  into  the  membership  of  the  association  by 
two-thirds  majority  vote. 

Section  2.  Member  churches,  at  the  close  of  the  associational  year,  shall 
send  annually  to  the  association  a  report  relative  to  the  location,  dates  of  preach- 
ing, membership,  baptisms,  revivals  and  other  information.  Forms  for  the  gather- 
ing of  this  information  will  be  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  association. 

Article  II.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  held  on  Thursday 
and  Friday  following  the  third  Sunday  in  October. 

Section  2.  The  association  year  shall  close  on  September  30. 

Section  3.  Eeports  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  limited  to  300  words. 

Section  4.  Parliamentary  procedure  of  all  meetings  of  the  association  and 
its  Executive  Committee  shall  be  in  accordance  with  Kerfoot's  "Parliamentary 
Practice." 

Section  5.  Business  sessions  of  the  association  shall  be  composed  of  messen- 
gers from  the  member  churches.  Each  member  church  shall  send  three  messen- 
gers for  the  first  100  members  of  the  church  and  one  messenger  for  each  addi- 
tional 100  members  or  major  fraction  thereof. 

Article  III.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  OFFICEES 
Section  1.  Officers  of  the  association  shall  be  elected  by  majority  vote.  The 
Moderator  and  Vice-Moderator  shall  be  nominated  from  the  floor.    Other  officers 
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shall  be  nominated  by  the  Nominating  Committee.  Nominations  by  the  Nominat- 
ing Committee,  however,  shall  not  preclude  nominations  from  the  floor.  All 
officers  shall  assume  their  duties  at  the  close  of  the  annual  meeting.  Vacancies 
occurring  between  meetings  of  the  association  shall  be  filled  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee upon  nomination  from  the  Nominating  Committee. 

Section  2.  The  Moderator  shall  preside  over  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
association  and  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  may,  by  fraternal 
visitation,  counsel  and  advise  with  the  churches  regarding  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation during  the  year.  He  shall  not  be  eligible  to  succeed  himself  after  the 
third  successive  term.  He  is  ex-officio  member  of  all  committees. 

Section  3.  The  Vice-Moderator  shall  assist  the  Moderator  in  ways  designated 
by  the  Moderator. 

Section  4.  The  Clerk  shall  keep  all  records  of  the  association,  distribute 
report  blanks  to  the  clerks  of  member  churches,  make  accurate  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  body  in  session,  and  prepare  and  issue  the  minutes  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  He  shall  also  serve  as  Clerk 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Section  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive,  deposit  and  disburse  all  funds  of  the 
association  as  designated  by  the  association  or  its  Executive  Committee.  He 
shall  report  quarterly  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  present  an  audited  re- 
port at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association.  The  Treasurer  shall  calculate  the 
quota  of  each  church  in  the  support  of  the  budget  according  to  the  financial 
plan  of  the  association  and  notify  member  churches  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
quota. 

Section  6.  The  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director, 
W.  M.  TJ.  President  and  Brotherhood  President  shall  promote  the  work  of  their 
respective  organizations,  lead  educational  and  inspirational  meetings  for  their 
organizations,  and  encourage  the  organization  of  new  units  in  the  member 
churches  of  the  association. 

Section  7.  The  Director  of  Music  shall  assist  in  developing  better  music 
in  member  churches.  He  shall  be  responsible  for  the  music  at  all  meetings  of  the 
association  and  its  Executive  Committee ;  leading  the  music,  providing  ac- 
companiment and  arranging  for  special  music. 

Section  8.  The  Trustees  shall  be  the  legal  representatives  of  the  association 
in  all  matters  relating  to  law,  sign  all  legal  documents  as  directed  by  the  as- 
sociation and/or  the  Executive  Committee.  They  shall  have  the  power,  under 
instructions  of  the  association  and/ or  the  Executive  Committee,  to  hold,  buy, 
sell  and  convey  property,  both  real  and  personal  and  to  sign  all  papers  necessary 
for  the  purchase  of  conveyance.  The  Trustees  shall  administer  the  Scholarship 
fund. 

Section  9.  The  Historian  shall  record  as  a  part  of  the  permanent  record 
of  the  association  those  facts  and  events  that  are  of  historical  value  to  the 
association. 

Article  IV.  ELECTION  AND  DUTIES  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Section  1.  All  standing  committees  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  elected  annually  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
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messengers  present  at  the  annual  meeting.  All  standing  committees,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Executive  and  Nominating  Committees,  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Nominating  Committee.  The  Nominating  Committee,  shall  be  nominated 
from  the  floor. 

Section  2.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  officers  of  the  asso- 
ciation, and  the  pastor  and  one  layman  from  each  church  of  the  association. 
The  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  quarterly  on  Friday 
following  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  second  month  of  each  quarter.  The  duty  of 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  association  between 
its  annual  meetings.  It  shall  supervise  the  work  of  the  standing  committees 
of  the  association  and  be  empowered  to  appoint  such  other  temporary  committees 
as  are  necessary  for  the  effective  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  association. 

Section  3.  The  Nominating  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
nominate  the  officers  of  the  association,  with  the  exception  of  the  Executive  and 
Nominating  Committees. 

Section  4.  The  Program  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members,  including 
the  host  pastor  or  pastors  and  associational  Director  of  Music.  This  committee 
shall  prepare  and  distribute  to  member  churches  a  copy  of  the  suggested  program 
for  the  annual  meeting  at  least  30  days  before  the  meeting. 

Section  5.  The  Membership  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
receive  and  consider  all  petitionary  letters  regarding  churches  seeking  member- 
ship in  the  association.  It  shall  investigate  and  make  recommendations  concerning 
any  complaints  relative  to  the  fellowship  and  cooperation  of  member  churches. 

Section  6.  The  Eesolutions  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It  shall 
draft  all  resolutions  directed  to  it  and  others  as  it  deems  wise. 

Section  7.  The  Extension  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  The  work 
of  this  committee  shall  be  to  discover  places  for  mission  churches. 

Section  8.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  consist  of  four  members  and  the 
Treasurer  as  ex-officio  chairman.  This  committee  shall  prepare  a  proposed  budget 
for  the  association.  It  shall  also  recommend  a  financial  plan  for  subscribing 
the  budget. 

Section  9.  The  Place  and  Preacher  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members. 
It  shall  receive  invitations  and  recommend  places  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association.  It  also  shall  recommend  a  preacher  and  an  alternate  for  the  annual 
sermon. 

Section  10.  The  Christian  Life  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  members.  It 
shall  keep  abreast  of  the  moral  level  of  the  life  of  the  community.  It  shall  lead 
the  association  in  Christian  conduct,  cooperating  with  other  groups,  such  as, 
The  Christian  Life  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  The  Allied 
Church  League,  the  Citizens'  Committee  for  Good  Government,  working  for  the 
moral  improvement  of  the  Christian  life  of  the  community. 

Article  V.  AMENDMENTS 
The  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  business  session  of  the 
association  by  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers  present  provided  that  a  min- 
imum of  30  days'  notice  have  been  given  to  each  of  the  member  churches. 


Proceedings 
FIFTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 


THURSDAY  MORNING 
October  20,  1960 

1.  The  fifth  annual  session  of  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association  convened 
with  the  East  Hickory  Baptist  Church.  David  O.  Byler  directed  the  singing 
and  James  Snyder  was  at  the  piano.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymn, 
i '  We  're  Marching  To  Zion, ' '  Matt  L.  Hastings  gave  the  devotional  reading  from 
Luke  16. 

2.  The  Moderator,  J.  Howard  Gates,  announced  the  fifth  annual  session  was 
ready  to  transact  business.  The  host  pastor,  T.  W.  Nelson  brought  greetings  to 
those  present. 

3.  On  motion.  The  printed  program  was  adopted  as  the  order  of  service. 

PROGRAM 
Thursday  Morning — October  20,  1960 

East  Hickory  Baptist  Church 

1960-61  Theme:  Stewardship  and  Enlistment 

'^Give  an  account  of  thy  stewardship" — Luke  16:2 

10:00 — Praise  and  Prayer  Matt  L.  Hastings 

10:10 — Organization  and  Eeport  of  Program  Committee 

10:30 — Stewardship  and  Enlistment  in  North  Carolina 

Christian  Literature  Frank  Poovey 

Baptist  Hospital  B.  E.  Holbrook 

Children 's  Homes  Wayne  Eiddle 

Homes  for  the  Aging  Mrs.  Lee  P.  Frans 

State  Missions  Albert  A.  Young 

Hymn 

11:00 — Address  Earle  L.  Bradley,  Ealeigh,  N.  C. 

11:30— Hymn 

11:35 — Training  Union  Eeport  Frelon  W.  Broome 

11 : 45 — Special  Music — Solo  David  Byler 

11:55 — Annual  Sermon  Albert  A.  Young 

12:30 — Lunch 

Thursday  Afternoon 

'*It  is  required  of  stewards  that  a  man  he  found  faithful" — I  Cor.  4:2 

1:45 — Praise  and  Prayer  Eobert  L.  Graham 

1:55 — Home  Missions  Eeport  Ted  L.  Starnes 
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2 : 00 — Music  Eeport  Hendley  Ellington 

2:10 — Ministers  Eetirement  E.  F.  Sullivan 

2:20 — Business  Session 
Hymn 

2:50 — Christian  Education  Eeport  Mrs.  W.  S.  Elliott 

2:55 — Special  Music  Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson 

3:00— Address— ''Our  College  Story"  Othell  Hand 

3:30— Adjourn 

Thursday  Evening — October  20,  1960 
Viewmont  Baptist  Church 

.  .  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God  .  .  — I  Peter  4:10 

7:15 — Worship  through  Song  and  Scripture  W.  E.  Melvin 

Special  Music  by  Viewmont  Baptist  Choir — Charles  Brown,  Director 


30 — Brotherhood   Eeport  G.   Wayne  DeHart 

35 — Evangelism  Eeport  O.  Jack  Murphy 

40 — Address  Julian  S.  Hopkins,  Ealeigh,  N.  C» 

1 0 — Hymn  Hendley  Ellington 

15— W.M.U.  Eeport  Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook 

25 — Foreign  Mission  Eeport  Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson 

30 — Special  Music — ^Viewmont  Baptist  Choir 

35 — Address  Dr.  Luke  B.  Smith,  Eichmond,  Va. 

05 — Benediction  Frank   H.  Thomas 

Choral  Eesponse 


Friday  Morning — October  21,  1960 

.  .  ministers  of  Christ  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God" — I  Cor.  4:1 

10:00 — Praise  and  Prayer  E.  L.  Ball 

10:10 — Memorial  Service  J.  Louis  Price 

10:25 — Business  Session 

10:45— Sunday  School  Eeport  T.  W.  Nelson 

10:50 — Address 

11:15 — American  Bible  Society  Eobert  L.  Huff 

11:25 — Miscellaneous  Business 

Hymn  Charles  Brown 

11:45 — Christian  Life  Committee  G.  Othell  Hand 

11:55 — Special  Music 

12:00 — Address  Eugene  Boston,  Gardner-Webb  College 

12:30 — Adjourn 
Lunch 


Theron  Rankin  Baptist  Association 


19 


4.  All  pastors  present  formed  a  choir  and  with  David  O.  Byler,  directing  they 
sang  ''Eise  Up,  O  Men  of  God"  and  ''St^ind  Up  for  Jesus." 

5.  The  Moderator  introduced  each  pastor  attending  the  opening  session.  The 
new  pastors  who  have  come  into  the  association  since  the  last  annual  session 
were  presented  by  O.  Jack  Murphy.  They  were:  Frank  H.  Thomas,  West 
Hickory;  Harold  Testor,  Newton,  First;  James  Graham,  Corinth;  Jack  Falls, 
Providence. 

6.  The  Eegistration  chairman,  V.  H.  White,  reported  127  messengers  and  51 
visitors  present. 

7.  In  keeping  with  the  procedure  set  up  in  1958,  a  mimeographed  book  of 
reports  was  distributed  to  each  messenger.  Five  minutes  was  given  to  each 
section  with  these  speaking:  Christian  Literature,  W.  S.  Elliott;  Baptist  Hospital, 
B.  E.  Holbrook  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Carpenter  of  the  Baptist  Hospital;  Children's 
Homes,  Wayne  Eiddle  and  Vernon  Sparrow  of  the  Children's  Homes;  Homes 
for  the  Aging,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans;  State  Missions,  Albert  A.  Young  and  Ernest 
Eobinson  (speaking  for  Fruitland  Baptist  Bible  Institute).  A  motion  to  adopt 
the  reports  as  printed  in  the  book  of  reports  was  adopted. 

8.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymn,  ''Our  Best,"  Earle  Bradley,  Director 
of  the  Division  of  Stewardship  Promotion  and  Editorial  Services  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention,  brought  a  message  on  stewardship. 

9.  With  the  Vice-Moderator,  B,  A.  Cooper  of  Catawba,  presiding  the  group 
sang  the  Hymn,  *  *  Send  the  Light. ' '  Guy  Cain,  Associate  to  Earle  Bradley, 
was  recognized. 

10.  Frelon  Broome,  retiring  Training  Union  Director,  presented  his  report. 
The  pastors  of  Corinth  and  Longview  churches  were  recognized  for  having  the 
best  percentage  present  for  ''M"  Night  last  December. 

11.  The  churches  that  had  not  already  done  so  were  urged  to  enter  the 
Group  Hospital  Insurance  Plan  for  tJie  association. 

12.  T.  W.  Nelson  made  announcement  concerning  the  lunch  to  be  served  fol- 
lowing the  morning  session. 

13.  Following  the  singing  of  a  solo,  ' '  Then  Jesus  Came ' '  by  David  O  Byler, 
Albert  A.  Young  brought  the  annual  sermon  basing  his  message  on  Mark  8:35 
and  John  12:24. 

14.  A  bountiful  meal  was  served  by  the  host  church  at  the  noon  hour. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 

15.  James  Snyder  led  in  the  singing  of  ''Loyalty  to  Christ."  Mrs.  Mack 
Stafford  was  at  the  piano.  James  Graham  road  from  I  Corinthians  and  led 
in  prayer. 

16.  Ted  L.  Starnes  brought  the  report  on  Home  Missions.  Eegistration  was 
reported  as  144  Messengers  and  73  Visitors  with  all  churches  represented.  The 
wives  of  tlie  new  pastors  were  presented. 

17.  James  Snyder  gave  the  Music  Eeport. 

18.  E.  F.  Sullivan  gave  the  report  on  Minister's  Eetirement. 

19.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Membership  committee  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Conover  was  received  into  full  fellowship. 

20.  The  report  of  the  Extension  Committee  was  given  by  B.  E.  Holbrook. 
This  included  the  accepting  of  the  recommendation  that  the  East  Hickory 
Mission  at  Conover  be  organized  into  a  ' '  Golden  Jubilee  Baptist  Church ' ' 
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21.  The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  given  by  J.  Howard  Gates. 

22.  T.  W.  Nelson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  an  Associational  Office 
presented  their  report.  The  following  recommendation  was  adopted:  That  we 
accept  the  offer  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory,  of  a  room  to  promote  our 
work,  with  a  part  time  secretary  to  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee 
when  such  services  are  needed. 

23.  The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  our  securing 
property  at  Eidgecrest  reported  that  they  found  nothing  available  in  lots  or 
buildings  for  us  to  purchase. 

24.  T.  W.  Nelson  presented  the  proposed  changes  in  our  constitution  as 
presented  at  the  1959  annual  session  by  Fritz  D.  Hemphill.  Following  voting 
on  several  of  these  items  the  question  was  raised  that  these  should  be  placed  be- 
fore a  committee  to  study  revision  of  our  present  constitution.  Since  the  time 
had  expired  for  the  discussion  of  this  business  the  matter  was  tabled  until 
the  next  business  session. 

25.  Following  the  singing  of  the  Hymn,  ''Take  My  Life  and  Let  It  Be,*' 
W.  S.  Elliott  presented  the  Christian  Education  report,  W.  L.  Lynch,  Dean  of 
Students  of  Mars  Hill  College,  and  Lawson  Allen,  Vice  President  of  Gardner- 
Webb  College  brought  greetings.  A  solo,  ''The  Love  of  God,"  was  sung  by 
Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson,  Dr.  G.  Othell  Hand  brought  a  message  on  "Our  College 
Story. ' ' 

26.  W.  S.  Elliott  led  in  the  closing  prayer. 

THURSDAY  EVENING 

27.  The  evening  session  convened  at  Viewmont  Church. 

28.  The  Call  to  Worship,  "Spirit  of  the  Living  God,"  was  sung  by  the 
Viewmont  choir  with  Albert  A.  Young  leading  in  prayer.  Charles  Brown  led 
in  singing  of  the  Hymn  "Serve  the  Lord  With  Gladness."  Mrs.  Ealph 
Kendall  was  at  the  organ.  William  E.  Melvin  read  from  II  Corinthians  and 
led  in  prayer. 

29.  The  Viewmont  choir  sang,  "Give  Me  Thy  Heart"  and  Albert  A.  Young 
extended  a  welcome  to  all  present. 

30.  Wayne  DeHart  gave  the  Brotherhood  report. 

31.  O,  Jack  Murphy  gave  the  Evangelism  report.  He  announced  the  associa- 
tional Evangelism  Clinic  at  Hickory,  First  on  November  21st  and  the  Simul- 
taneous Revival  beginning  April  9th,  1960.  Julian  Hopkins,  Secretary  of  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  Department  of  Evangelism,  brought 
a  message. 

32.  Hendley  Ellington,  retiring  Director  of  Music  of  the  association,  led 
in  singing  the  Hymn,  "At  the  Cross,"  William  E.  Melvin  led  in  prayer, 

33.  Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook  presented  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  report. 

34.  The  Foreign  Mission  report  was  given  by  Mrs,  T,  W.  Nelson. 

35.  The  Viewmont  Choir  sang,  "Come  Ye  Disconsolate."  Mr.  Luke  B. 
Smith,  Assistant  Secretary  for  Missionary  Personnel  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  Richmond,  Virginia,  brought  the  closing  message, 

36.  Frank  H,  Thomas  gave  the  benediction. 
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FRIDAY  MORNING 
October  21,  1960 

37.  The  Friday  morning  session  convened  at  Viewmont  church.  Charles 
Brown  led  in  singing  the  Hymn,  * '  Trust  and  Obey. ' '  Mrs.  Kalph  Kendall  was 
at  the  organ.    E.  L.  Ball  read  from  I  Corinthians  and  led  in  a  prayer. 

38.  J.  Louis  Price  conducted  the  memorial  service  witli  David  Byler  bring- 
ing special  music. 

39.  The  registration,  Mr.  White,  reported  88  messengers  and  29  visitors 
registered  for  the  second  day. 

40.  J.  D.  Greene  gave  the  Historian  report. 

41.  The  report  of  Treasurer  and  the  Finance  committee  presented  by  Heath 
B.  Marsh  was  adopted. 

42.  By  motion  the  business  that  was  tabled  on  the  first  day  was  brought 
back  on  the  floor.  The  chair  ruled  that  the  Items  voted  on  at  the  previous 
session  were  out  of  order  because  they  were  By-Laws  and  Article  "V  of  the  By- 
Laws  states  that  to  amend  the  By-Laws  a  minimum  of  30  days'  notice  having 
been  given  to  each  of  the  member  churches  and  tJiis  written  notice  had  not 
been  given. 

43.  A  motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  bring  the  constitution  and  By-Laws 
up  to  date  and  that  these  matters  be  referred  to  the  committee  was  carried. 

44.  Following  extension  of  time,  Heath  B.  Marsh  spoke  on  trying  a  new 
type  of  program  for  the  annual  session  with  a  one  day  streamlined  program 
on  Thursday. 

45.  A  motion  vras  adopted  that  the  association  try  out  a  one  day  and  night 
streamlined  meeting  for  the  annual  meeting  in  1961. 

46.  The  chair  asked  that  the  body  vote  to  permit  him  to  suspend  Article  V, 
Section  I  of  the  Constitution  for  the  1961  session. 

47.  T.  W.  Nelson  brought  the  report  of  the  Sunday  School. 

48.  Eobert  L.  Huff  brought  the  report  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

49.  The  nominating  committee  report  was  adopted  as  presented. 

'50.  The  chairman  of  the  committee,  G.  Othell  Hand,  served  notice  that 
these  changes  be  made  to  the  Constitution:  1.  Add  the  word,  "Parliamentarian*' 
to  Article  VI ;  2.  add  the  words,  '  *  Ordination  committee ' '  and  ' '  Constitution  and 
By-Laws. ' ' 

51.  The  report  of  the  Eesolutions  committee  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the 
chairman,  William  S.  Elliott. 

52.  The  Moderator  appointed  the  following  committee  on  constitution  and 
By-Laws:  Albert  A.  Young,  chairman,  James  Helvey,  Frank  H.  Thomas. 

53.  James  Helvey  served  notice  that  the  change  in  Article  V,  Section  1  would 
be  asked  to  be  changed  to  this:  drop  the  words,  *Hwo  days"  and  add  shall  meet 
annually. 

54.  The  following  nominating  committee  was  elected  from  the  floor:  Donald 
Greene,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  B.  E.  Holbrook,  James  Graham,  Harold  Tester. 

55.  These  officers  were  elected:  Moderator,  Donald  Greene,  Vice-Moderator, 
W.  S.  Elliott. 

56.  The  Place  and  Preacher  committee  (A.  A.  Young,  chairman)  gave  the 
following  report:  Place,  Penelope  church;  Preacher:  W.  S.  Elliott;  Matt  L. 
Hastings,  alternate. 
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57.  A  motion  was  adopted  to  replace  Donald  Greene  (now  ex-ofiicio)  on  the 
nominating  committee  with  Floyd  Davis. 

58.  Albert  A.  Young  made  an  announcement  concerning  the  lunch  to  be 
served  at  noon. 

59.  The  Hymn,  ''Stand  Up  For  Jesus,"  was  sung.  Eegistration  was  given 
as  96  messengers  and  44  visitors  for  the  second  day. 

60.  Special  music  was  brought  by  a  duet;  Charles  Brown  and  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Webster.    Eugene  Poston  of  Gardner-Webb  College  brought  the  closing  message. 

61.  The  retiring  Moderator  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  cooperation  given  him 
and  presented  the  gavel  to  Donald  Greene,  the  new  Moderator.  E.  F.  Sullivan 
led  the  closing  prayer. 

62.  Following  adjournment  a  bountiful  lunch  was  served  by  the  host  Church. 


REPORTS 


CHRISTIAN  LITERATURE 

Frank  Poovey 

In  addition  to  tJie  Bible,  the  only  true  foundation  to  all  Christian  litera- 
ture, we  have  the  various  Baptist  periodicals,  quarterlies  and  lesson  helps,  and 
the  two  Baptist  newspapers  that  are  edited  and  distributed  by  prominent  church 
leaders  in  North  Carolina. 

The  Biblicaij  Eecorder  goes  into  many  thousands  of  N.  C.  Baptist  homes 
by  subscription  but  ought  to  go  into  more  of  them.  Charity  and  Children 
is  handed  out  by  the  churches  themselves  and  enjoys  a  wide  circulation  among 
those  who  attend  church  regularly. 

During  the  past  year  J.  Marse  Grant  left  the  editor's  chair  at  Charity  and 
Children  and  his  successor,  John  E.  Eoberts,  is  doing  an  outstanding  job  as 
editor  of  the  orphanage  weekly.  He  is  doing  almost  as  good  a  job  as  Mr. 
Grant  did  and  that's  saying  a  lot  when  you  consider  how  the  news  and 
comments  in  Charity  and  Children  has  been  as  timely  as  tJie  Hickory  Daily 
Record  during  the  past  decade. 

But  since  J.  Marse  Grant  has  stepped  up — he  has  stepped  way  up  as  a 
television  commercial  might  have  expressed  it — and  he  has  really  brought  new 
life  to  the  staid  old  Biblical  Recorder.  The  official  journal  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention  has  always  been  a  dignified  weekly  with  only  the  best  of 
reading  matter  pertaining  to  the  activities  of  the  denomination  in  the  Old 
North  State. 

Mr.  Grant  however  has  the  Recorder  humming  like  one  of  those  compact  cars 
you  see  on  the  road  these  days.  The  paper  has  been  reduced  in  size  but  it's 
appearance  is  more  striking.  The  format  has  been  revolutionized  and  the  con- 
tents are  as  fresh  and  timely  as  your  own  morning  or  evening  newspaper. 

The  circulation  department  of  the  Recorder,  under  the  competent  manage- 
ment of  C,  W.  Bazemore,  will  be  glad  to  enter  the  subscription  of  any  interested 
Baptist,  or  any  other  person,  on  the  mailing  lists  for  the  yearly  rate  of  $2.50. 
The  management  is  encouraging  wholesale  or  club  plans,  however,  and  will  send 
out  the  paper  for  $2.00  if  the  subscriptions  are  handled  through  the  church 
offices  in  groups.  The  Recorder  management  is  urging  all  churches  to  go  one 
step  farther  and  have  the  Every  Family  Plan  put  into  the  church  budget  of 
any  church  in  the  state  and  have  the  periodical  sent  to  every  resident  member's 
home  for  $1.50  each  per  year. 

No  matter  how  you  get  the  Biblical  Recorder  or  Charity  and  Children — 
the  most  important  thing  is  to  be  sure  and  get  the  papers  every  week  and  then 
read  them. 

REPORT  ON  BAPTIST  HOSPITAL 

B.   R.  HOLBROOK 

The  ministry  of  our  Baptist  Hospital  reaches  from  Manteo  to  Murphy;  from 
the  Virginia  to  the  South  Carolina  borders,  and  then  wends  its  helpful  ways  to 
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all  areas  of  our  State.  It  also  sheds  its  rays  of  mercy  and  care  to  dimmed  areas 
outside  our  State.  Last  year  it  served  more  than  17,000  bed  patients,  plus 
150,000  visits  being  made  to  the  clinics  and  offices.  About  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  our  people  were  affected  by  its  services  in  this  year. 

The  cost  of  care  of  service  patients  in  1959  was  1780,435.40  with  no  pro- 
fessional charges  being  made  by  the  physicians  beyond  that  of  the  insurance  pay- 
ments. To  pay  this  cost  the  hospital  had  $449,606.58  from  the  following  sources: 
Welfare  Funds,  $186,613.13;  individual  gifts,  $23,645.06;  Duke  Endowment, 
$24,942,  and  the  Mothers'  Day  offering  was  $214,406.39.  There  was  spent 
$195,593.61  more  than  there  was  funds  available.  The  operating  loss  for  tlie  year 
was  $17,144.05.  It  must  be  noted  that  40%  of  the  patients  coming  to  the 
hospital  are  service  patients.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  tJiat  they  will  be- 
come fewer.  These  facts  lead  to  the  one  conclusion:  that  it  must  have  more 
money  if  it  is  to  continue  its  service  of  mercy  and  care  to  those  in  need. 

Where  does  the  Cooperative  Program  dollar  go?  The  hospital  receives 
3.75%  of  the  Cooperative  fund  which  amounted  to  about  $129,605.11  in  1959. 
But  this  money  is  pledged  for  capital  expenditures  such  as  payments  on  new 
buidings,  upkeep,  equipment,  etc.  WE  MUST  DEPEND  ON  THE  MOTHERS' 
DAY  OFFERINGS  for  the  service  patient  care  and  other  benevolent  acts. 

What  are  we  doing  about  it  in  the  Tlieron  Rankin  Association?  Not  too 
much,  that  is  for  sure.  This  year  we  tried  again  to  raise  gifts.  We  have  three 
captains  working  from  Icard  to  Conover,  contacting  churches  in  their  areas. 
These  were:  Rev.  Wayne  Riddle,  Rev.  Ted  Starnes  and  Rev.  Carl  Lee.  These 
working  with  your  representative  contacted  every  church  with  a  plea  for  an 
increase.  Our  total  increase  was  only  $200.90.  Some  churches  doubled  their 
gifts  while  some  gave  nothing.  In  1959  we  gave  $2,902.50  and  in  1960  the 
amount  was  $3,103.40. 

May  we  all  remember  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  that  He  is  Christ, 
the  Church  is  the  Inn,  and  the  hosts  are  the  Christian  members.  He  said  to  the 
host,  ''When  I  come  again,  I  will  repay  thee."  (Luke  10:35) 

REPORT  ON  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOMES 

Wayne  V.  Riddle 

The  Baptist  Children's  Homes  of  North  Carolina,  Incorporated,  is  a  multiple 
service  agency  providing  Christian  love  and  nurture  for  more  than  800  deserv- 
ing boys  and  girls  annually. 

The  three  homes  are:  Mills  Home  at  Thomasville  with  311  children,  Kennedy 
Home  at  Kinston  with  165  and  Odum  Home  at  Pembroke  with  24  children. 

There  are  160  children  in  Foster  Homes  and  40  others  who  are  assisted  by 
Mother's  Aid.    Case  work  supervision  is  afforded  30  college  students  annually. 

Children  attend  public  school  and  participate  in  all  school  activities.  Op- 
portunities for  Christian  commitment  and  spiritual  growth  are  afforded  on 
campuses,  in  the  cottages  and  through  the  churches. 

Relatives,  pastors,  social  service  agencies  and  interested  friends  make  in- 
quiries about  admission  of  children  in  need  of  care.  When  applications  are 
received,  well  trained  case  workers  make  a  thorough  study  of  each  situation  to 
determine  the  need  and  the  best  possible  plan  of  care  for  the  child. 
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The  Social  Service  Department  of  the  Children's  Homes  affords  case  work 
services  throughout  the  state.  Individuals,  families,  pastors  and  churches  are 
entitled  to  this  help  upon  request. 

The  Baptist  Child  Care  Program  is  supported  through  the  Cooperative  Pro- 
gram, 31.5%;  Thanksgiving  Offerings,  31.1%;  Once-A-Month  Offerings,  21.9%; 
Special  Gifts  and  Endowment,  15.5%. 

Income  for  the  past  three  years  has  not  been  sufficient  to  meet  minimum 
needs.  Many  children  have  been  denied  a  Christian  home  whom  we  should  have 
served.  An  increased  Thanksgiving  Offering  is  imperative  this  year. 

North  Carolina  Baptists  have  been  caring  for  homeless  and  dependent 
children  for  75  years.  Appropriate  observance  of  the  75th  Anniversary  will  be 
made  in  November.  During  these  years,  more  than  8,000  children  have  been 
afforded  life's  best  opportunities.  The  need  for  such  services  increases  with 
the  development  of  industry,  increase  in  population,  growth  of  cities  and  the 
mounting  tensions  which  occur  to  families  in  an  urbanized  society. 

John  E.  Eoberts  became  Editor  of  CHARITY  AND  CHILDREN,  June  1, 
1960.  We  envision,  under  his  leadership,  this  pai)er  making  an  increasing  con- 
tribution to  the  total  life  of  our  Baptist  people. 

North  Carolina  Baptists  will  continue  to  love  and  serve  dependent  children. 
No  other  object  is  so  worthy  of  service  and  sacrifice.  Many  areas  of  unmet 
need  confronts  us  each  day.  Your  continued  interest  and  increasing  support  will 
help  us  meet  them. 

REPORT  ON  N.  C.  HOMES  FOR  THE  AGING 

Mrs.  L.  p.  Frans 

God's  gift  to  the  Homes  for  the  Aging  during  the  past  nine  years  has  been 
James  M.  Hayes,  Sr.  No  man  could  have  worked  harder,  or  accomplished  more, 
than  this  dedicated  man  of  God.  On  July  1st,  he  relinquished  the  heavy  and 
challenging  responsibilities  of  the  office  of  general  superintendent  to  his  successor, 
William  A.  Poole. 

The  new  superintendent  is  diligently  at  work  and  is  finding  a  solid  foundation 
on  Avhich  to  build  and  expand  the  ministry  to  the  aging  in  our  midst. 

Great  blessings  are  in  store  for  us  in  this  tenth  year  of  our  Homes  for  the 
Aging.  The  new  infirmary  Annex,  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $193,000.00  and  with 
28  new  rooms,  will  be  in  use  by  September  1st.  It  is  hoped  that  the  con- 
struction of  the  proposed  new  Hamilton  Home  can  be  started  by  late  summer, 
with  facilities  for  around  30  additional  residents. 

At  present,  there  are  sixty  applicants  on  the  waiting  list,  and  new  inquiries 
and  applications  pouring  in  daily.  We  now  have  a  total  of  106  in  our  three 
homes.  We  have  rejoiced  with  one  of  our  residents  who  celebrated  her  99th  birth- 
day in  July.  We  have  been  saddened  by  the  deaths  of  four  of  our  residents 
since  last  October. 

One  of  the  life-lines  in  our  work  is  the  vital  relationship  that  we  have  with 
the  pastors  and  churches  in  our  Convention.  We  could  not  operate  without 
this  very  important  and  blessed  tie  that  binds.  We  are  increasingly  dependent 
upon  the  prayers  and  the  financial  support  of  our  churches.  We  shall  welcome 
a  visit  to  the  Homes  from  our  fellow  Baptists  at  any  time. 
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We  must  attempt  great  things  for  God  and  expect  great  things  from  God  as 
we  plan  for  the  future  in  our  ministry  to  the  ever-growing  number  of  the 
aging  who  need  the  loving  care  of  North  Carolina  Baptists. 

STATE  MISSIONS 

Albert  A.  Young 

There  are  more  than  2,000,000  lost  people  in  North  Carolina  and  about 
500,000  of  these  are  adults.  Close  to  96,000  boys  and  girls  reach  the  junior  age 
(9)  each  year  in  North  Carolina.    This  within  itself  presents  a  great  task. 

Evangelism  is  not  complete  until  the  saved  are  trained.  State  Missions 
serves  to  both  win  and  edify. 

State  Missions  is  the  means  by  which  we  can  effectively  do  the  work  so 
urgently  needed  in  the  Name  of  our  Lord.  Our  support  of  State  Missions 
urdergirds  our  Sunday  School  work.  Training  Union  endeavor,  Associational 
Missionaries,  Missionary  Pastors,  Assemblies  and  Camps,  Fruitland  Bible  Insti- 
tute, Brotherhood  and  Eoyal  Ambassador  work,  Ministry  to  other  races.  Pastor's 
schools,  Church  Planning,  Church  Development,  Evangelism,  Music  Ministry, 
Hospital  and  Institutional  Ministry,  Ministry  to  the  Deaf,  Student  Union,  etc. 

Perhaps  in  no  other  area  is  so  much  done  for  so  little  as  through  State  Mis- 
sions as  all  these  ministries  are  promoted  and  extended  by  this  means.  You 
will  be  welcome  to  investigate  one  or  all  these  numerous  services  and  see  for 
yourself  that  each  one  is  vital  and  indispensable  to  the  progress  of  the  Kingdom 
of  our  Lord.  State  Missions  Day  for  1961  is  September  17.  Observe  it  with 
an  offering. 

REPORT  ON  TRAINING  UNION 

Frelon  Broome 

At  the  end  of  the  church  year  32  churches  reported  having  Training  Unions, 
two  more  than  was  reported  last  year. 

The  Training  Union  committee  helped  organize  a  Training  Union  at  East 
Hickory  Baptist  Mission  and  helped  in  a  study  course  for  the  new  workers  there. 

^'M"  Night  was  observed  at  First  Church,  Hickory.  Eev.  Carl  Bates  of 
Charlotte,  First  Church,  was  principal  speaker.  An  attendance  of  600  was  re- 
ported. 

A  Vocational  Guidance  Clinic  was  held  at  First  Church,  Hickory,  with  South- 
wide  leadership  in  charge.  The  attendance  was  excellent  locally  with  people 
attending  from  churches  outside  the  association. 

Training  Union  tournaments  were  started  again  this  year  and  held  at  View- 
mont  Church.  The  winners  advanced  on  to  the  regional  tournament  at  Belmont 
with  Miss  Ann  Campbell  of  Hickory,  First  Church,  winning  the  Better  Speakers 
Tournament  and  advancing  to  the  N.  C.  tournament  at  Fruitland  where  she 
was  runner-up  to  the  winner. 

Youth  Night  was  observed  at  Hickory,  First  Church,  with  many  churches 
in  the  association  represented. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Training  Union  organization  held  all  meet- 
ings up  to  the  last  quarter  with  a  dinner  meeting  being  held  at  Mull's  Motel. 
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We  feel  that  much  work  was  accomplished  in  Training  Union  this  year 
however  there  is  a  great  challenge  and  much  to  be  accomplished  as  we  look 
forward  to  next  year. 

Eev.  Wayne  Riddle  of  Icard  has  accepted  the  job  as  Training  Union  Director 
for  this  year  and  will  present  his  slate  of  officers  and  committeemen  at  this 
association  meeting. 

REPORT  ON  HOME  MISSIONS 

Ted  L.  Starnes 

The  Home  Mission  Board  is  being  viewed  with  keen  interest  by  our  churches 
in  America  and  by  international  eyes  abroad.  The  Home  Mission  Board  is  a 
sounding  hoard  to  the  world  which  reflects  our  interest  and  compassion  to  the 
untold  thousands  without  Christ.  This  great  channel  of  service  must  be  effective 
on  the  home  front  to  influence  the  world  wide  mission  program. 

The  progress  to  report  is  heartening  in  this  work.  We  now  have  more  than 
2,000  missionaries  in  the  field  for  Home  Missions  and  about  500  Student  Summer 
Missionaries.  We  gave  about  $109,000  through  the  Cooperative  Program  last 
year  in  our  association;  or  about  $9.50  per  church  member.  This  money  is 
distributed  through  the  many  facets  of  the  Board  including  Evangelism,  Church 
loans,  Chaplaincy,  Pioneer  and  associational  Missions,  City  Missions,  National 
Baptists  and  Language  group  Missions,  which  are  some  of  the  areas  of  major 
emphasis  at  this  time. 

The  30,000  Movement  is  progressing  toward  the  1964  goal.  More  than 
10,000  new  churches  and  missions  have  been  started.  The  Board's  department 
of  Survey  and  Special  Studies  is  constantly  making  surveys  of  communities,  cities 
and  entire  states  to  pinpoint  the  need  for  mission  work.  At  the  end  of  1959,  74 
city  missions  programs  were  in  operation.  Seattle,  Washington,  became  the 
fourth  major  city  to  be  included  in  Southern  Baptist's  ''Big  Cities"  program 
with  the  appropriation  of  $100,000.00  for  church  sites.  The  City  Missions 
department  puts  much  emphasis  on  juvenile  rehabilitation  programs  in  these 
cities. 

These  and  all  other  Home  Mission  activities  are  centered  in  Southern  Baptist 
Churches.  Christ  has  given  us  a  great  opportunity  to  witness  through  this 
program;  but  with  His  help  and  guidance  we  must  not  forget  that  each 
opportunity  we  receive  carries  with  it  a  responsibility  of  stewardship  in  our 
churches.  We  cannot  all  be  Home  Missionaries  to  work  in  the  field  of  service 
but  if  we  prayerfully  support  the  causes  of  Christ  through  this  great  program 
with  our  money,  we  too  shall  be  there  expressing  our  concern  for  the  spiritual 
well-being  of  others.  This  great  cause  of  Home  Missions  has  as  its  life-line 
the  Cooperative  Program  and  the  Annie  Armstrong  offering. 

REPORT  ON  MUSIC  MINISTRY 

Hendlet  Ellington 

The  following  Associational  Music  activities  have  been  carried  out  during 
this  year: 

1.  Quarterly  meetings  of  the  Associational  Music  Committee. 

2.  Christmas  Carol  Sing  with  160  persons  participating.  Carols  were  sung 
at  both  Hickory  hospitals. 
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3.  Two  Associational  Music  Conferences.  Both  were  dinner  meetings  with 
Highland  and  West  Hickory  as  the  host  churches.  Average  attendance  was 
fifty  persons. 

4.  An  Associational  Choir  with  76  persons  enrolled  sang  each  night  of  the 
Central  Training  School. 

5.  The  annual  Associational  Music  School  attracted  76  persons  from  11 
churches.  Seven  courses  were  taught  and  41  awards  earned  in  the  classes  held 
at  Viewmont  Church. 

REPORT  ON  MINISTERS  RETIREMENT 

E.  F.  Sullivan 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  has  entrusted  the  Annuity  Board  with  the 
responsibility  of  caring  for  our  pastors  and  their  families  in  the  days  of  need 
and  anxiety.    This  program  is  called  the  Southern  Baptist  Protection  Plan. 

This  plan  provides  financial  help  in  the  time  of  death,  disability  and  re- 
tirement. In  case  of  the  pastor's  death,  his  widow  would  receive  an  income 
from  the  Board  as  long  as  she  lived  or  until  she  remarried.  In  case  of  dis- 
ability, the  pastor  would  receive  a  monthly  check  from  the  Board  as  long  as 
he  was  disabled.  The  Board  is  there  to  serve  at  retirement,  if  the  church  is  in 
the  retirement  plan.  At  the  age  of  65,  the  pastor  can  receive  his  regular 
annuity  as  long  as  he  lives.  With  the  predictions  now  that  life  expectancy  will 
soon  reach  a  hundred  years,  this  last  provision  becomes  all  the  more  expedient. 

At  present  only  fourteen  churches  in  our  association  contribute  to  this 
phase  of  our  work.  This  is  a  worthy  cause  and  deserves  the  support  of  all  the 
churches.  The  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  is  launching  an 
intensive  campaign  to  enlist  at  least  300  additional  churches  this  year. 

Churches  desiring  further  information  should  contact  Eev.  Tom  Greene, 
Baptist  Building,  Ealeigh,  North  Carolina.  He  says  he  will  be  happy  to  present 
this  matter  to  any  local  church  desiring  his  help. 

REPORT  OF  EXTENSION  COMMITTEE 

B.   E.  HOLBROOK 

The  Extension  Committee  had  a  great  loss  when  its  elected  Chairman  for  the 
year,  the  Eev.  Fritz  Hemphill,  resigned  to  assume  his  duties  at  the  Fruitland 
Baptist  Bible  Institute.  He  left  us  the  first  of  July,  and  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee elected  me  to  serve  the  remaining  months.  While  Eev.  Hemphill  was 
chairman,  much  thought  was  made  concerning  our  mission  possibilities. 

When  the  Executive  Committee  met  May  10,  the  Committee  made  a  motion 
that  the  Highland  Baptist  Church  assume  sponsorship  of  the  Midway  Mission, 
near  Oxford  Dam.  This  motion  Avas  made  by  mutual  agreement  of  the  Mission 
aixl  the  Sandy  Eidge  Baptist  Church  who  prior  to  this  time  had  sponsored  it. 

In  August  the  Committee  met  with  the  pastor  of  the  Startown  Church,  and 
some  of  his  members.  Upon  request  for  help  that  their  pastor  might  go  to  the 
Fruitland  Baptist  Bible  Institute,  the  Committee  recommended  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  that  a  supplement  of  $75.00  per  month  for  four  months  be  granted 
him.    This  recommendation  was  passed. 
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To  the  association  we  recommend: 

1.  Due  to  request  for  help  from  two  other  small  churches,  the  committee 
met  and  discussed  the  subject  at  length.  The  Committee  feels  that  our  job  is 
more  in  the  field  of  establishing  missions  than  in  education;  therefore  we  wish 
to  refer  requests  for  pastor  supplement  and  education  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  if  the  budget  allows  it,  that  a  scholarship  be  set  up  by  the 
Trustees  not  to  exceed  $300.00  per  year, 

2.  By  common  consent  of  the  East  Hickory  Baptist  Church  and  the  East 
Hickory  Mission,  Conover,  we  recommend  that  the  proper  procedures  be  made 
to  organize  this  Mission  into  a     Golden  Jubilee  Baptist  Church." 

3.  That  much  consideration,  co-operation,  prayer  and  patience  be  given  to 
the  establishing  of  mission  points  in  our  area.  Your  committee  recently  reviewed 
the  Martin  property  in  the  Viewmont  section,  three  miles  from  the  Viewmont 
Church.  This  was  done  by  requests  made  of  people  in  that  area.  We  dis- 
covered that  the  spacious  lot  that  was  offered  once  at  $5,000.00  and  rejected 
by  the  Executive  Committee  is  now  $8,500.00;  also,  that  the  Mormons  consider 
it  the  best  site  for  them  in  this  area,  and  that  they  await  their  representative 
from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  make  the  purchase.  They  have  first  refusal  on 
this  said  property. 

4.  That  all  interested  persons  in  establishing  missions  will  feel  free  to  contact 
your  Extension  Committee  and  will  be  given  full  attention  and  the  utmost 
consideration. 

REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

J.  Howard  Cates 

The  Executive  Committee  held  four  regular  meetings  to  conduct  associational 
business  during  the  past  year  with  the  Moderator  presiding  at  all  sessions  and 
the  Clerk  recording  the  minutes.  The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the 
actions  of  this  body: 

November  1959,  received  a  report  that  the  house  on  Highway  127,  North 
(purchased  August  1959)  had  been  renovated  and  rented.  Instructed  the  Calendar 
Committee  to  prepare  a  calendar  for  1960  and  distribute  to  all  churches. 

February  16,  1960,  received  reports  from  the  Sunday  School,  Training  Union, 
W.M.U.,  Brotherhood,  Music  and  the  Treasurer.  Upon  recommendation  from 
the  Nominating  Committee,  elected  O.  Jack  Murphy  as  Chairman  of  Evange- 
lism; Ordination  Committee:  B.  E.  Holbrook,  E,  F.  Sullivan,  J.  Louis  Price, 
W.  S.  Elliott  and  Ted  L.  Starnes.  South  Mountain  Committee:  Wayne  DeHart, 
Donald  Greene,  Eay  Childress.  The  Moderator  appointed  a  committee  to  study 
the  Group  Health  Insurance  and  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

May  10,  1960:  Adopted  the  following  recommendations:  1.  Extension  Com- 
mittee to  ask  Highland  Church  to  assume  sponsorship  of  Midway  Mission.  2. 
(From  the  Nominating  Committee)  to  elect  J.  Howard  Cates  as  Director  of 
Central  Training  School;  B.  E.  Holbrook,  chairman  of  Extension  Committee,  re- 
placing Fritz  D.  Hemphill.  3.  Eeceived  report  of  Group  Insurance  Committee 
and  asked  them  to  proceed  to  execute  plans.  4.  Evangelism  chairman  gave 
plans  for  Simultaneous  Eevival  Crusade  in  association,  April  9-23,  1961.  5. 
The  Moderator  was  instructed  to  appoint  a  committee  to  report  on  the  possibility 
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of  setting  up  an  associational  office.  These  were  appointed:  T.  W.  Nelson, 
Chmn.,  G.  Othell  Hand,  O.  Jack  Murphy  and  W.  S.  Elliott. 

August  23,  1960:  The  Sunday  School  superintendent,  T.  W.  Nelson,  asked 
that  we  study  the  possibility  of  using  correlated  quarterly  meetings  of  all  our 
organizations.  Eeports  from  the  following  committees:  1.  Group  Insurance: 
that  21  churches  have  signed  for  coverage  with  4  more  needed  to  put  the  plan 
into  effect.  2.  Associational  office:  made  informal  report  and  asked  to  con- 
tinue work.  3.  Finance  committee:  presented  proposed  budget  for  new  year. 
On  motion,  $1,500  was  added  for  Simultaneous  Revivals  in  1961.  4.  Nominating 
Committee:  presented  slate  of  officers  for  the  new  year.  5.  Extension  Com- 
mittee: recommended  that  the  association  assist  Startown  Church  $75.00  per 
month  during  October,  November,  December,  1960,  to  aid  pastor  who  is  at- 
tending school  at  Fruitland.  Approved  by  Executive  Committee.  6.  Trustees: 
announced  scholarships  awarded  to  Miss  Beverly  Gibbs  and  Miss  Patricia  Couch. 
7.  South  Mountain  Camp  Committee:  approved  recommendation  to  pay  $115.00 
to  the  camp  and  place  $300.00  in  budget  for  next  year.  8.  Approved  applica- 
tions of  the  Startown  and  the  Claremont  Churches  for  State  Mission  aid. 
9.  Approved  the  bringing  of  a  recommendation  to  the  annual  association  meeting 
for  them  to  consider  trying  out  a  one  day  and  night  streamlined  meeting  in  1961. 

REPORT  ON  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Elliott 

It  has  been  said  by  Elton  Trueblood  that  our  colleges  are  the  ripest  mission 
field  today.  We  are  delighted  that  our  Southern  Baptist  Leaders,  State  Leaders, 
Local  Pastors  and  the  Christian  Leaders  in  our  churches  are  aware  of  Mission 
Opportunities  which  await  us  on  our  College  Campus. 

Southern  Baptists  now  operate  seventy-one  seminaries,  colleges  and  schools. 
Enrolment  of  regular  students  have  reached  a  record  high  for  1959-60  of  61,194 
students  compared  to  61,086  in  1958-59.  In  addition  there  are  8,221  special  and 
extension  students,  making  a  total  of  69,415. 

Graduates  from  the  seventy-one  schools  from  September  1958  to  August  1959, 
totaled  10,006  compared  with  10,218  the  preceding  year. 

Enrolment  and  Support  Increase 

State  Conventions  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  increased  gifts  to  the 
schools  from  $14,169,831  to  $14,729,621.  Gifts  from  the  convention  for  operat- 
ing amounted  to  $9,280,117  and  for  capital  projects,  $5,449,504.  In  addition,  the 
schools  received  $8,280,505  in  gifts,  grants  and  donations. 

The  total  assets  of  Southern  Baptist  educational  institutions  continued  to 
grow.  Property  value  is  listed  at  $231,655,841  and  endowments  at  $79,686,028 
or  a  total  of  $311,341,869. 

Christian  Service  Volunteers 

During  the  year  1959-60,  there  were  13,471  students  who  have  volunteered 
for  some  phase  of  vocational  Christian  service,  compared  to  14,344  in  the  preced- 
ing year.  Ministerial  students  number  8,233  compared  to  9,063  in  1958-59; 
mission  volunteers,  2,070,  compared  to  2,011;  educational  directors,  2,009  com- 
pared to  2,173;  and  church  music  volunteers,  1,159  compared  to  1,097. 
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Student  Eecruitment 

During  the  school  year  1960-61,  there  are  more  than  9,000  young  people 
enrolled  in  our  seven  Baptist  Colleges  not  to  mention  the  many  thousands  who 
are  attending  our  State  Colleges  and  other  religious  institutions  of  higher  educa- 
tion. Our  colleges  (Chowan,  Campbell,  Gardner- Webb,  Meredith,  Mars  Hill, 
Wake  Forest  and  Wingate)  are  promoting  a  very  vigorous  program  of  re- 
cruiting students  with  a  definite  emphasis  peculiar  to  Baptist  colleges.  You 
as  Christian  leaders  can  help  in  this  great  program  by  taking  a  group  of  in- 
terested young  people  to  visit  one  of  our  colleges  on  their  Campus  Visitation 
Day.  You  can  also  help  to  keep  the  college  doors  open  by  giving  generously 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  and  to  the  Special  offering  on  Father's  Day 
of  Christian  Education. 

REPORT  OF  BROTHERHOOD 

G.  W.  DeHart 

In  an  effort  to  utilize  the  manpower  in  the  Brotherhoods  of  our  Association 
for  Christ,  the  men  of  our  Association  decided  to  do  something  more  than  ' '  talk ' ' 
about  evangelism.  A  program  of  Sunday  afternoon  witnessing-visitation  was 
begun  in  our  Churches  in  November.  At  the  request  of  the  pastor  all  the  men 
in  the  Association  interested  in  personal  witnessing  gathered  at  a  designated 
church  at  2  or  2:30  P.M.  on  Sunday  and  teamed  up  with  men  from  the  local 
church  for  an  afternoon  of  witnessing  for  Christ. 

Nineteen  church  fields  were  visited,  thirty-five  professions  of  faith  in  Christ 
were  reported  in  the  homes  and  many  rededications  were  made  in  the  homes  and 
in  the  evening  worship  services  conducted  by  the  laymen  in  twelve  of  the 
churches.  The  participation  included  from  3  to  20  laymen  from  other  churches 
present  each  Sunday,  which  was  usually  eventy  matched  by  men  of  the  local 
church,  with  from  3  to  12  churches  being  represented. 

The  Lord  has  really  blessed  our  efforts.  The  impact  of  this  vital  and 
dynamic  power  in  witnessing  is  being  felt  in  lives,  churches,  and  whole  com- 
munities as  Jesus  is  lifted  up  and  lives  are  drawn  to  Him  and  changed.  The 
spirit  of  oneness,  enthusiasm,  and  fellowship  among  the  pastors  and  laymen  is 
marvelous  indeed.  The  program  has  proved  a  great  blessing  and  has  resulted  in 
greater  spiritual  development  of  our  men. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit  we  will  continue  to  reach  the  un- 
saved, unchurched  and  uninterested  in  our  associational  area  for  Christ. 

EVANGELISM 

O.  Jack  Murphy 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  did  not  have  a  simultaneous  Evangelistic  Crusade, 
we  have  had  a  grand  year  in  soul  winning  and  in  enlistment.  We  have  had 
444  baptisms,  541  have  united  witii  our  churches  by  transfer  and  the  losses  by 
death  and  erasure  have  been  732.  Thus,  we  have  had  a  net  gain  of  253  in 
membership. 

Not  only  are  we  interested  in  additions  to  our  churches  alone,  but  we  are 
interested  in  growing  young  Christians  to  the  fullness  in  the  stature  of  faith 
and  service.    We  know  of  no  greater  way  to  such  a  maturity  than  by  each  church 
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challenging  her  membership  to  a  total  commitment  to  Christ  and  by  being 
Christian  witnesses. 

If  the  present  trend  continues,  the  next  ten  years  will  be  the  greatest  period 
of  increase  of  population  our  country  has  ever  known.  Doubtless,  the  out- 
come of  world  history  will  be  partially  determined  by  the  attitude  that  we  shall 
have  toward  evangelism,  enlistment  and  teaching.  With  a  spirit  of  lethargy 
and  non  concern,  we  can  wind  our  way  into  paganism,  but  with  a  spirit  of  alert- 
ness to  our  opportunities  of  evangelism  and  by  winning  people  to  faith  of  our 
Lord,  we  may  find  our  nation  and  our  world  aspiring  to  the  paths  of  the 
peace  of  God  that  passes  our  understanding. 

Beginning  November  21,  under  the  supervision  of  Eeverend  J.  S.  Hopkins, 
we  will  have  a  far-reaching  clinic  in  preparation  for  our  Jubilee  Crusade  which 
begins  April  9  and  continues  for  two  weeks. 

It  takes  great  preparation  through  prayer,  publicity,  and  personal  contacts 
to  get  ready  for  a  great  revival.  Through  experience  our  leaders  say  that  a  one 
two-weeks  revival  will  accomplish  greater  results  than  two  one-week  revivals. 

This  Jubilee  Crusade  will  probably  be  the  greatest  concentrated  effort  South- 
ern Baptists  have  ever  known  in  soul  winning. 

Some  of  our  great  leaders  feel  that  time  is  running  out,  but  still  our  Saviour 
says,  ''I  am  the  Life,  the  Truth,  and  the  Way."  Our  task  is  to  make  Him 
known. 

REPORT  OF  WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

Mrs.  B,  E.  Holbbook 

1959-60 — Leadership  Training — A  Year  of  Prayer 
In  keeping  with  the  Convention-wide  Woman's  Missionary  Union  Jubilee 
Advance  goals,  the  church  WMU  emphasis  for  the  year  has  been  on  Leadership 
Training.  We  have  had  training  courses  for  the  three  youth  groups,  but  this  is 
the  first  year  a  course  has  been  offered  for  WMS  members.  Two  new  books 
have  been  printed,  "Woman's  Missionary  Union,"  by  Miss  Alma  Hunt  and 
''Woman's  Missionary  Society  Manual." 

At  least  twelve  churches  have  had  training  courses  for  WMS  members  with 
148  receiving  their  Leadership  Cards.  Our  goal  is  for  every  Woman 's  Missionary 
Society  member  to  take  this  course  either  in  class  or  individual  study.  58  coun- 
selors and  leaders  hold  Leadership  Cards  for  their  respective  organizations. 

The  Aims  book  for  this  year,  ''Educating  Youth  in  Missions"  by  Mildred 
McMurry,  has  information  every  one  should  know.  The  new  book  for  this  year 
will  be,  "Christian  Sharing  of  Possessions"  by  Annie  Wright  Ussery.  As  we 
look  to  the  new  year  with  the  emphasis  on  Sharing  Possessions  surely  we  will 
be  better  stewards. 

REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson 

The  Program  of  foreign  missions  is  defined  in  God's  Word  in  the  Great  Com- 
mission when  He  told  His  disciples  to  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  Nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost;  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you; 
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and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world:  (Matthew  2:19- 
20).  Missionaries  must  be  sent  into  all  the  world  bearing  the  Gospel  of 
redemption  to  all  people.  Their  message  must  be  communicated  through  preach- 
ing and  ministries  of  love  in  order  that  people  may  come  to  a  saving  knowledge 
of  Christ  through  faith  and  find  fellowship  in  New  Testament  churches. 

When  the  Advance  Program  in  Foreign  Missions  was  launched  in  1948  under 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  M.  Theron  Rankin,  there  were  625  missionaries  under  ap- 
pointment for  service  in  nineteen  countries.  Since  that  time  remarkable 
progress  has  been  made,  for  example,  appointments  totaling  144  during  1959 
and  43  from  January  to  August  1960,  bring  the  number  of  Foreign  Missionaries 
in  active  service  to  1450,  and  serving  in  44  countries. 

Mission  work  is  carried  on  through  a  varying  number  of  institutions  on  each 
mission  field — churches,  schools,  hospitals,  publications  plants,  good  will  centers 
— but  all  are  interactive  and  the  goal  of  each  is  evangelization.  Whatever  their 
institutional  duties,  all  missionaries  participate  in  work  of  the  churches  in  their 
station.  National  pastors  number  2,193  and  are  doing  much  in  helping  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  some  1,002  Baptist  schools,  which  enrol  151,276  students.  Strong 
national  leadership  is  being  developed  not  only  in  the  field  of  education  but  also 
in  evangelism. 

One  of  the  greatest  opportunities  for  Soul-Winning  on  the  mission  field  is 
through  medical  missions.  By  means  of  a  program  of  evangelistic  and  worship 
activities,  personal  soul-winning,  and  follow-up  visitation  in  the  homes  of 
patients  after  release  from  the  hospital,  efforts  are  made  to  win  the  lost  to  faith 
in  Christ.  Medical  mission  institutions  include  17  hospitals  and  80  clinics  and 
dispensaries  with  a  total  of  1,060  beds.  There  are  49  missionary  and  74  national 
physicians,  plus  61  missionary  and  226  national  nurses.  The  first  medical 
doctor  for  Thailand  was  appointed  in  December,  1959,  with  Green  Memorial 
Nursing  School  opening  its  new  quarters  at  Eku  Nigeria  in  January,  1960,  and  a 
hospital  is  now  under  construction  in  Hong  Kong. 

Though  a  great  work  has  been  accomplished  in  every  phase  of  our  mission 
work,  advance  must  continue  and  ADVANCE  in  Foreign  Missions  is  dependent 
upon  sustained  growth  both  of  the  Cooperative  Program  and  the  Lottie  Moon 
Offering.  These  two  sources  of  income  are  vital  to  our  missionary  enterprize. 
Total  contributions  of  Southern  Baptists  for  Foreign  Missions  amounted  to 
$15,985,116.39  during  1959  with  funds  from  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
totalling  $7,706,847.29. 

May  the  perpetual  challenge  of  "Go — teach  all  nations"  be  ever  before  us 
as  we  hear  the  words  of  Dr.  Baker  J.  Cauthen,  Executive  Secretary  of  our  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  as  he  says,  ''Southern  Baptists  must  measure  our  mission  under- 
taking by  our  potential — not  by  what  we  or  others  have  done.  When  we  put 
what  we  are  doing  along  side  the  reality  of  open  doors  in  the  world,  we  recog- 
nize tJiat  we  have  hardly  begun.  We  must  measure  what  we  are  doing  by  the 
crisis  of  our  day.    This  is  the  Day  of  Destiny." 

REPORT  OF  HISTORIAN 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  growth  in  the  Theron  Eankin  Associa- 
tion in  buildings  and  in  the  work  of  the  organizations. 

East  Hickory  finished  and  dedicated  a  new  sanctuary  seating  approximately 
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650  on  September  4,  1960.  Highland  paid  off  all  indebtedness  of  their  educa- 
tional buildings  and  purchased  a  corner  lot  adjoining  their  property.  Penelope 
had  a  ground  breaking  service  for  the  construction  of  a  new  educational  building 
at  a  cost  of  $156,000.00  Sweetwater  church  remodeled  their  sanctuary  to  double 
the  capacity  and  built  eight  more  Sunday  School  rooms.  They  also  purchased 
another  lot  adjoining  the  church. 

Changes  in  the  personnel  during  the  year  include:  East  Hickory  Mission  at 
Conover  called  the  Eev.  Carl  Lee  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  as  full  time  pastor. 
Highland  church  took  over  the  sponsorship  of  the  Midway  Mission  which  has  been 
sponsored  by  the  Sandy  Eidge  Church.  Providence  Church  called  tlie  Kev. 
J.  L.  Falls  as  pastor  on  September  25,  1960,  succeeding  the  Eev.  M.  L.  Eoss. 
Eev.  James  Graham  became  pastor  of  Corinth  Church  on  December  1,  1959. 
The  Eev.  Eobert  Laws  resigned  as  pastor  of  Wayside  Church  and  at  present 
the  Eev.  J.  P.  Houser  is  supplying.  The  Eev.  Harold  Tester  became  pastor  of 
Newton,  First  Church  effective  June  1960  succeeding  the  Eev.  James  M.  Wilder 
who  resigned  early  in  the  year.  The  Eev.  Fritz  D.  Hemphill  resigned  as  pastor  of 
West  Hickory  Church  effective  June  30,  1960  to  become  Director  of  Fruitland 
Baptist  Bible  Institute.  Eev.  Hemphill  was  pastor  of  West  Hickory  twelve 
years  during  which  time  he  led  in  building  up  the  organization  to  a  large 
group  of  well  trained  workers  bringing  the  Sunday  School  up  to  the  Standard 
Sunday  School  rating.  He  also  led  a  building  program  from  one  small  building 
to  modern  buildings  to  accommodate  the  various  departments  as  well  as  a  new 
sanctuary  with  a  seating  capacity  of  800.  He  promoted  and  was  leader  of  the 
associational  Central  Training  School  for  a  number  of  years  which  brought 
togetJier  workers  from  all  the  churches  for  a  Aveek  of  study  together.  He 
was  also  an  outstanding  leader  in  the  association  being  moderator  of  the  South 
Fork  Association  for  a  number  of  years  before  it  was  divided  and  also  of 
the  Theron  Eankin  Association  after  it  was  organized.  The  Eev.  Frank  H. 
Thomas,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Poplarville,  Miss.,  accepted  the  call  as 
pastor  of  West  Hickory  and  arrives  October  19th.  The  Eev.  Alex  P.  Hegenbart 
resigned  as  Minister  of  Music-Education  at  West  Hickory  Church  in  September 
1960  to  accept  similar  work  at  Oakhurst  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

The  associational  Central  Training  School  held  again  in  February,  1960  at 
Hickory,  First  Church  had  an  enrolment  of  1,658  and  average  attendance  of 
1,246  with  938  award  earned.  The  school  this  year  was  held  in  cooper£,tion  with 
the  Sunday  School  department  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention. 
The  associational  Music  Training  School  was  held  this  year  at  Viewmont  Church 
with  76  enrolled,  51  average  attendance  and  41  awards  earned. 

REPORT  OF  TREASURER  AND  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


H.  B.  Maush 

Budget  Total  Receipts  Budget 

Church                                        1959-60  1959-60  1960-61 

Brookford   $     60.00  $  $  60.00 

Catawba                                      156.00  156.00  156.00 

Claremont                                      36.00  36.00  36.00 

Corinth                                         120.00  120.00  120.00 

Grace                                           24.00  24.00 
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Hickory,  Calvary    150.00  3.00  150.00 

Community    24.00  24.00 

East   Hickory    204.00  204.00  204.00 

E.  Hickory  Mission 

(Conover)    24.00  104.00  24.00 

First    1,500.00  1,500.00  1,500.00 

Highland    720.00  720.00  720.00 

Midway  Mission   12.00  12.00 

Longview    120.00  120.00  120.00 

Oakland  Heights    90.00  42.00  90.00 

Penelope    780.00  449.31  780.00 

Temple    240.00  220.00  240.00 

Viewmont    800.00  800.00  800.00 

West  Hickory    800.00  825.00  800.00 

Hildebran,  First    396.00  396.00  396.00 

Icard    156.00  156.00  156.00 

Mountain  Grove    204.00  204.00  204.00 

Newton,  First    780.00  580.00  780.00 

North    228.00  228.00  228.00 

Oyama    24.00  30.00  24.00 

Providence    132.00  132.00  132.00 

Sandy  Eidge    204.00  204.00  204.00 

Springs  Eoad    50.00  86.00  50.00 

Startown    24.00  25.00  24.00 

Sweetwater    60.00  55.00  60.00 

Warlick's    240.00  100.00  240.00 

Wayside    60.00  60.00  60.00 

Conover,  First  (Watchcare)  24.00 

Rent  from  property  .  .  630.00 

Miscellaneous   549.75 

Total   .$8,406.00  $8,747.06  $8,442.00 

DEPARTMENT  BUDGET 

Item  Budget  Budget 

1959-60  Expenses  1960-61 

Sunday  School   $  150.00  $     98.52  $  150.00 

Training  Union    200.00  99.35  200.00 

W.  M.  U   300.00  300.00  300.00 

Brotherhood    100.00  4.28  100.00 

Music    200.00  127.60  200.00 

Printing  &  Postage    250.00  82.48  250.00 

Churches  Entertaining    250.00  250.00  250.00 

B.  S.  U.  Lenoir  Rhyne    200.00  200.00  200.00 

Scholarship    350.00  350.00  350.00 

Minutes    500.00  555.66  600.00 

Clerk    250.00  250.00  250.00 

Treasurer    50.00  50.00 

Central  Training  School    500.00  1,110.25  700.00 
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Youth  Work   

Direct  Missions   

Eevivals   

Eepairs  to  Eental  Property.  .  . 
Miscellaneous   


200.00 
3,994.00 


200.00 


150.00 
115.48 


692.30 
255.50 


200.00 
2,892.00 
1,500.00 


300.00 


TOTALS   

BAND  BALANCE  END 


$7,694.00 


$4,691.42 


$8,442.00 


OF  YEAE 


$3,465.98 


REPORT  OF  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


T.  W.  Nelson 


**Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields;  for  they  are  white  already  to 
harvest"  (John  4:35)  is  the  challenging  scripture  which  has  been  chosen  for  our 
Sunday  School  program  for  1960-61  with  our  theme  being  "Outreach  for  the 
Unreached. "  As  we  stand  at  the  threshold  of  a  new  year  in  our  churches,  what 
we  do  will  determine  a  great  deal  as  to  the  future  of  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist 
Association. 

As  superintendent  for  our  association,  I  wish  to  thank  every  worker  for 
their  splendid  service  and  cooperation  in  trying  to  help  the  churches  to  use  their 
Sunday  Schools  to  reach,  teach  and  win  the  lost  for  Christ  through  the  work 
in  our  quarterly  meetings  which  have  rated  A  in  our  state  grading  system  of 
Associational  work. 

A  very  encouraging  report  for  our  association  has  been  reported  with  30 
churches  and  our  two  missions  doing  quality  work  with  11,705  enrolled  in  our 
Sunday  Schools.    Achievements  this  year  include  the  following: 

20  churches  observed  January  Bible  Study 
20  Vacation  Bible  Schools  reported 

29  churches  reported  training  schools  with  1,739  awards  earned  from  October 
until  June 

5  Sunday  Schools  achieved  the  Standard  of  Excellence:  namely,  North  New- 
ton, Penelope,  Viewmont,  West  Hickory  and  East  Hickory 
16  churches  reported  studying  ''Outreach  for  the  'Unreached,'  "  during  Prep- 
aration Week. 

We  would  like  to  suggest  the  following  goals  for  1960-61 : 

1.  That  we  adopt  for  our  theme  this  year,  "Outreach  for  the  Unreached." 

2.  All  Sunday  School  workers  be  urged  to  attend  and  participate  in  our  asso- 
ciational Sunday  School  meetings  each  Fifth  Sunday  afternoon  at  2:30. 

3.  One  new  Sunday  School  in  our  association. 

4.  A  Vacation  Bible  School  in  every  church  and  mission. 

5.  Dedicated  support  of  each  church  to  our  Central  Training  School. 

May  we  renew  devotion  to  our  Sunday  School  work  as  we  heed  the  command 
of  our  Lord  to  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations.  ..." 
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REPORT  ON  AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY 

Egbert  L.  Hupf 

The  following  is  a  report  on  the  work  of  the  American  Bible  Society  during 
the  year  1959,  prepared  especially  for  the  annual  session  of  the  Theron  Eankin 
Baptist  Association,  October  20-21 : 

During  1959  the  American  Bible  Society  donated  more  than  a  million  Scrip- 
ture volumes  for  distribution  by  the  chaplains  to  our  Armed  Forces  and  to 
patients  in  Veteran 's  Hospitals,  providing  a  vital  link  between  the  home  churches 
and  the  men  and  women  in  service. 

The  year  1959  marked  the  125th  anniversary  of  supplying  Scriptures  for 
the  blind,  far  below  cost,  in  Braille  and  other  raised-letter  systems  and  on  Talk- 
ing Book  records. 

The  Society  reports  that  some  part  of  the  Bible  has  been  published  in  1,151 
languages:  the  full  Bible  in  219,  a  Testament  in  271  more  and  a  Gospel  or  other 
complete  book  in  661  more. 

Such  areas  of  the  world  as  West  Germany,  Iron  Curtain  neighboring  lands 
including  several  other  countries,  Africa,  Latin  America,  Japan,  Korea  and  India 
— and  to  many  Chinese  now  living  in  other  countries  outside  the  communist- 
controlled  China  mainland,  were  Scriptures  supplied. 

A  total  of  more  than  17 V2  million  Scripture  volumes  were  distributed,  thus 
indicating  an  increase  over  the  15  million  volumes  averaged  in  recent  years, 
but  still  short  of  urgent  needs. 

Many  people  around  the  world  now  wait  for  the  Bible — wait  for  gifts  to 
the  Bible  Society  to  make  up  the  difference  between  the  cost  and  the  price  they 
can  pay. 

Southern  Baptist  gifts  reached  $144,200  to  the  Society  in  1959,  placing  the 
denomination  second  to  Methodists,  who  led  with  a  total  of  $156,244.  Gift  from 
all  churches  in  the  U.  S.  A.  totalled  $955,135. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  BY  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

G.  Othell  Hand 

Cleric — Miss  Helen  Cater 
Treasurer — Heath  B.  Marsh 
Historian — J.  D.  Greene 

Trustees — E.  Murray  Tate,  Jr.,  Chairman  Wilson  Aultman,  Heath  B.  Marsh 

Sunday  School  Superintendent — T.  W.  Nelson 

Training  Union  Director — Wayne  V.  Riddle 

W.  M.  U.  President— Mrs.  B.  R.  Holbrook 

Brotherhood  President — Wayne  DeHart 

Director  of  Music — James  Snyder 

Standing  Committees 

PROGRAM  COMMITTEE: 

James  Helvey,  Chairman,  James  Synder,  O  Jack  Murphy,  Heath  B.  Marsh 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE: 

E.  F.  Sullivan,  Chairman,  J.  Louis  Price,  B.  A.  Cooper,  R.  R.  Fisher, 
Hampton  Scronce 
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RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE: 

W.  S.  Elliott,  Chairman,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Digh,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Turby- 
fiU,  V.  C.  Martin 

EXTENSION  COMMITTEE: 

B.  E.  Holbrook,  Chairman,  Harold  Deal,  Donald  Greene,  L.  V.  Connell,  Carl  Lee 

riNANCE  COMMITTEE: 

Heath  B.  Marsh,  Chairman,  Bruce  Teague,  E.  M.  Suggs,  O.  Jack  Murphy, 

Harry  Barger 

PLACE  AND  PREACHER  COMMITTEE: 

Matt  L.  Hastings,  Chairman,  E.  L.  Ball,  Wilburn  Edmonston,  Othell  Hand 

CHRISTIAN  LIFE  COMMITTEE: 

Albert  A.  Young,  Chairman,  George  F.  Hemphill,  Ed  Swann,  Wayne  Eiddle 

ORDINATION  COMMITTEE: 

B.  E.  Holbrook,  Chairman,  E.  F.  Sullivan,  J.  Louis  Price,  W.  S.  Elliott,  Ted  L. 
Starnes 

PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE: 

Frank  Poovey 

Director  of  Central  Training  School — J.  Howard  Gates 

Special  Committees 

Evangelism — O.  Jack  Murphy 
Homes  for  Aging— -'Kenneth  Bowen 
Baptist  Hospital — B.  E.  Holbrook 
Children's  Homes — Bill  Whitener 
Christian  Education — Miss  Ann  Feltner 
American  Bible  Society — Bobert  L.  Huff 
Christian  Literature — Harold  Tester 
Minister's  Retirement — Ted  L.  Starnes 
Home  Missions — Hay  den  B.  Hayes 
State  Missions — J.  D.  Compton 
Foreign  Missions — E.  C.  Eobinson 

Public  Relations  Committee — Howard  Gates,  Edgar  Melvin,  Berry  Lafone 

RESOLUTIONS 
I 

Eesolved  that  this  Association  extend  its  hearty  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  host  churches  and  their  pastors.  East  Hickory  Baptist  Church,  T.  W.  Nelson, 
Pastor,  and  the  Viewmont  Baptist  Church,  Albert  A.  Young,  Pastor,  for  inviting 
us  to  their  churches  for  our  associational  meetings.  We  also  extend  our  ap- 
preciation to  the  ladies  of  these  churches  for  their  work  of  love  in  preparing  the 
wonderful  and  bountiful  meals  for  the  messengers  and  visitors. 
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II 

Eesolved  that  this  Association  manifest  its  influence  upon  all  members  of  this 
fellowship  to  encourage  them  to  register  and  vote  in  the  National  and  State 
election  on  November  8th,  1960,  remembering  that  it  is  our  Christian  responsi- 
bility to  choose  the  best  government  officials. 

Ill 

Eesolved  that  this  association  dedicate  the  Minutes  of  the  Fifth  Annual 
session  of  the  Theron  Eankin  Baptist  Association  in  honor  of  Eev.  J.  Louis 
Price,  faithful  and  beloved  pastor,  now  retired,  but  active. 

PLACE  AND  PREACHER  COMMITTEE 

Albert  A.  Young 

1961  Annual  Session: 

October  19,  1961— Penelope 
Annual  Sermon:  W.  S.  Elliott 

Alternate:  Matt  L.  Hastings 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  1960  ANNUAL  W.M.U.  MEETING 

April  22,  1960 

The  annual  meeting  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  Theron  Eankin  Associa- 
tion was  held  April  22,  1960  at  West  Hickory  Baptist  Church  of  Hickory.  The 
theme  was  ''Doers  of  the  Word." 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Hildebran,  associational 
W.  M.  U.  president,  presided. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  hymn  ' '  All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus  Name. ' ' 
Prayer  was  led  by  Mrs.  Holbrook. 

Words  of  welcome  were  brought  by  the  president  of  the  host  church,  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Dula. 

The  devotional  period — "Be  Ye  Perfect"  was  led  by  Mrs.  Dale  Wilson, 
prayer  chairman.    The  hymn  ''More  Like  the  Masier"  closed  this  period. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved.  The  treasurer's  report,  read  by  the 
secretary,  was  adopted. 

The  printed  program  was  accepted  as  the  order  of  service  for  the  day. 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  read  as  rewritten  by  order  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  adopted  as  read. 

The  budget  for  the  year  was  read  and  adopted. 

Plans  for  the  year  were  brought  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Quick,  Eegional  president. 
She  reported  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  offering  goal  as  having  been  reached. 
There  was  good  response  to  Home  Mission  study.  Information  on  Eegion  Eight 
camp  was  given  and  everyone  was  urged  to  use  this  camp. 

Work  toward  reaching  Jubilee  Goals  for  1960-61  and  work  toward  having 
at  least  one  Honor  society  was  urged. 

A  skit  "Doers  of  the  Word"  was  presented  by  tlie  Executive  committee. 
At  the  close  the  Prayer  Calendar  was  presented  and  prayer  was  led  for  the 
missionaries  named  that  day. 
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A  bountiful  meal  was  enjoyed  by  those  present. 

The  evening  session  was  opened  witJi  the  hymn  ' '  Jesus  Saves. ' '  Prayer  was 
led  by  Eev.  J.  Howard  Gates  and  a  solo  ''Christ  for  the  Whole  Wide  World" 
was  sung  by  Miss  Ann  Feltner. 

"Look  On  the  Fields"  was  the  subject  used  by  Mr.  Fred  Hawkins,  mission- 
ary to  Brazil.  Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on  the  fields.  Lift  up  your  eyes  from 
worldly  things  and  see  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  world.  The  greatest  problem 
is  sin  and  tJie  greatest  need  is  to  tell  the  lost  about  Christ. 

Recognition  of  Honor  and  Advance  organizations  was  made  by  the  president, 
Mrs.  Holbrook. 

The  literature  chairman,  Mrs.  Bruce  Huffman,  presented  the  Forecaster  in 
Eoyal  Service  in  a  most  interesting  way. 

Eeports  of  Committees  were  made  as  follows:  Time  and  Place — The  meeting 
for  1961  will  be  held  at  East  Hickory  Baptist  Church  at  a  time  set  by  the  State 
of&ce.    Eesolutions  committee  report  was  given  by  Mrs.  Eobert  Ledbetter. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows:  President,  Mrs.  B.  E.  Holbrook;  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  B,  A.  Cooper;  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan;  treasurer,  Miss  Tennie 
Freeman;  chorister,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Hass;  pianist,  Mrs.  Ealph  Kendall;  YWA 
Director,  Miss  Jimmie  Carol  Biggerstaff;  GA  Director,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Boatwright; 
Sunbeam  Director,  Mrs.  Eay  Childers.  Fundamental  committee  chairmen:  Mrs. 
Eose  Wolff,  mission  study;  Mrs,  Howard  Gates,  stewardship;  Mrs.  Heath 
Marsh,  community  missions;  Mr.  E.  M.  Benson,  prayer.  Margaret  Fund  &  Carver 
School,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans  and  Mrs.  Bruce  Huffman,  literature.  Nominating  com- 
mittee, Mrs.  Wayne  Eiddle,  Chr.  Mrs.  Floyd  Edwards,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Nichols, 
Mrs.  Paul  Herman  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Connell. 

The  closing  message  was  brought  by  Mrs.  W.  K.  McGee,  State  WMU  presi- 
dent. "Teach  Them"  was  her  topic.  Leadership  will  cost  you — it  isn't  easy. 
The  only  way  to  make  your  life  count  is  to  serve  others — lead  young  people 
— spend  your  life  for  others.    The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer. 


3n  Jlemoriam 


CATAWBA — Mrs.  Effie  Banner, 
Mr.  George  Robinson,  Mr.  Char- 
lie B.  Wike  (Deacon) 

CLAREMONT,  FIRST  —  Mrs. 
Haskel  Korn 

CONOVER,  FIRST— Mrs.  Maggie 
Edmondson 

CORINTH— Mr.  R.  L.  Canipe, 
Mr.  C.  B.  Hicks,  Mrs.  D.  R. 
Rudisill,  Mrs.  Carrie  Clay,  Mr. 
A.  L.  King 

EAST  HICKORY— Mr.  Donald 
Robbins,  Miss  Linda  Lane 

FIRST,  HICKORY— Mrs.  David 
Allen,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Hahn,  Mrs. 
Albert  Cleveland,  Mrs.  P.  J. 
Suttlemyre,  Miss  Minnie  Gwalt- 
ney,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Rogers,  Mr. 
George  W.  Martin,  Mrs.  Frank 
Rice,  Mr.  W.  T.  Stevenson,  Mr. 
A.  F.  FuUbright 

HIGHLAND— Mr.  A.  M.  White 

LONGVIEW— Mr.  Carl  Cnimp, 
Mrs.  Edd  Cannupp 

PENELOPE— Mrs.  Edgar  Bolch, 
Mrs.  John  Hildebrand,  Mrs. 
Maude  GiUiland,  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Herman,  Mr.  0.  H.  Cook 


TEMPLE — Mrs.  C^ndace  Day, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Stiles,  Mr.  Eugene 
Bums 

VIEWMONT— Mrs.  W.  D.  Houck, 
Mr.  A.  0.  Hefner,  Sr.  (Deacon), 
Mr  H.  G.  Taylor  (Deacon) 

WEST  HICKORY— Mr.  0.  F. 
Annas  (Deacon),  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Cline,  Mrs.  Ada  Ennis, 
Mr.  Maurice  Jarrett,  Mrs.  T.  S. 
Price,  Mr.  John  R.  Reid 

HILDEBRAN,  FIRST  —  Mr. 
Henry  Bums,  Mr.  Lloyd  Spea- 
gle,  Mr.  R.  D.  Mosteller  (Dea- 
con), Mr.  Walter  Chapman, 
Mr.  John  Johnson  (Deacon), 
Miss  Mildred  Ogle 

ICARD— Mrs.  Ada  Pugh 

MOUNTAIN  GROVE  —  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Weaver,  Mr.  A.  C.  Lea- 
therman 

NEWTON,  FIRST— Mrs.  L.  L. 
Lail,  Mr.  J.  W.  Goodman 

WARLICK'S— Mrs.  Myra  Ful- 
bright,  Mr.  Clyde  Church  (Dea- 
con) 


Church  Directories 


PASTORS 

The  names  and  addresses  of  the  pastors  of  this  association  are  contained  in 
statistical  table  A. 


ASSISTANT  PASTORS,  EDUCATIONAL,  MUSIC  DIRECTORS, 
FULL  TIME  ORGANISTS,  SECRETARIES 


Name 

Address 

Church 

Work 

Bolick,  Miss  Betty  

Brown,  Charles  

Byler,  David  0  

Cater,  Miss  Helen  

Huff,  Robert  L  

Kendall,  Mrs.  Ralph  

Poole,  Kenneth  

Powell,  Marion  

Ward,  Mrs.  Charles,  Jr. . . . 

Viewmont  Apt.  8-A,  Hickory  

Route  2,  Box  477,  Hickory  

127  14th  St.  N  W,  Hickory  

616  N.  Center  St.,  Hickory  

P.  0.  Box  552,  Hickory  

836  8th  St.  N  W,  Hickory  

Viewmont  Apt.  11-A,  Hickory. .  . . 

2606  1st  Ave.  N  W,  Hickory 

c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory. 

c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  Newton. 

541  1st  St.  N  W,  Hickory  

c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory . 

Penelope  

First,  Hickory  

Viewmont  

Viewmont  

First,  Hickory  

Highland  

First,  Hickory  

Church  Secretary 
Church  Secretary 
Minister  of  Music 
Assoc.  Pastor  (Music) 
Educational  Secretary 
Director  of  Education 
Dir.  of  Ed.  and  Youth 

Activities 
Organist,  Fin.  Sec'y 
Organist 

Director  of  Education 
Dir.  of  Music  &  Ed. 
Church  Secretary 

ORDAINED  MINISTERS,  NOT  PASTORS,  HOLDING  MEMBERSHIP 
IN  THE  CHURCHES  OF  THERON  RANKIN  ASSOCIATION 


Name 


Address 


Church 


Abernethy,  Alfred  (Ch.O.) 

Bolick,  Hugh  (O.M.)  

Bowman,  Hoyle  E.  (S.O.) . 

Bragg,  J.  L.  (R.O.)  

Bryant,  Wade  (I.O.)  

Chester,  0.  S.  (I.O.)  

Conner,  D.  H.  (I.O.)  

Crump,  Zeno  (I.O.)  

Elmore,  Joe  (O.M.)  

Gilbert,  Frankie  (I.O.)... . 

Hampton,  Otis  (I.O.)  

Helton,  Clyde  (I.O.)  

Keller,  J.  C.  (I.O.)  

Lewallen,  Clyde  (O.M.)... 

Page,  Ray  (O.M.)  

Price,  J.  Louis  (R.O.)  

Propst,  Dean  (S.O.)  

SuUivan,  E.  F.  (R.O.) .  .  . . 


U.S.A.F  

116130th  St.  S  W,  Hickory  

Dallas,  Texas  

Hildebran  

918  Lenoir  Road,  N  W,  Hickory.  .  .  . 

169  29th  St.  S  W,  Hickory  

765  21st  St.  S  W,  Hickory  

Rt.  2,  Connelly  Springs  

W.  15th  St.,  Newton  

Rt.  2,  Connelly  Springs  

537  12th  Ave.  NE,  Hickory  

730  2nd  Ave.  S  W,  Hickory  

Rt.  5,  Box  146,  Hickory  

334  S.  Cline  Ave.,  Newton  

Hildebran  

2820  1st  Ave.  N  W,  Hickory  

Wake  Forest  College,  Winston-Salem 
1920  N.  Center  Street,  Hickory  


Providence 

Wayside 

Calvary 

Hildebran 

Penelope 

Longview 

Penelope 

Warlick's 

Conover,  First 

Warlick's 

West  Hickory 

Community 

Longview 

Conover,  First 

Hildebran 

West  Hickory 

Corinth 

Temple 
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MINISTERS  ORDAINED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Name 

AuDRESS 

Church 

Bolick,  Hugh  

1161  30th  St.  S  W,  Hickory  

Star  Route,  Arlington,  Arizona  

Wayside 
West  Hickory 

MINISTER  LICENSED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Name 

Address 

Church 

Buchanan,  Hernaan  

225  15th  St.  SW,  Hickory  

W.  15th  St..  Newton  

Longview 
Conover,  First 
East  Hickory 

Fisher,  Guy  F.,  Sr  

1515  16th  Avenue  N  E,  Hickory  

DIRECTOR  OF  AUDIO-VISUAL  AIDS 


Church 


Name 


Address 


Hickory,  First 

Penelope  

Viewmont  

West  Hickory , 
Providence . . . 
Sweetwater. . . 


James  R.  Glenn . 
Edsel  Hoyle.  .  .. 
Frank  Poovey . . . 
J.  Herman  Cater 
Yates  Abernathy 
J.  C.  Sanders. .  . 


1228  12th  St.  Circle  N  E,  Hickory 

1075  16th  Ave.  N  W,  Hickory 

Rt.  2,  Hickory 

P.  0.  Box  552,  Hickory 

Rt.  3.  Vale 

1918  5th  Ave.  S  E,  Hickory 


LIBRARIANS 


Church 


Name 


Address 


Catawba  

Corinth  

Calvary  

East  Hickory. . . 
First,  Hickory . . 

Highland  

Oakland  Heights 

Temple  

Viewmont  

West  Hickory .  . 
Hildebran,  First. 
Mountain  Grove 
North  Newton.. 


Mrs.  Locke  Rink  

Miss  Mildred  Allen. . . 
Mrs.  Ed.  Hammond .  . 

Linda  Prestwood  

Mrs.  Spurgeon  Young 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Ogren  

Mrs.  Peggy  Wilcox .  .  . 
Miss  Aundria  Brittian 
Miss  Betty  Bolick. . . . 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Truett.  .  . 
Miss  Martha  Eggers. . 
Elizabeth  Hildebran .  . 
Mrs.  Shirley  Shook .  . . 


Catawba 
Rt.  3,  Vale 

313  2nd  Ave.  S  W,  Hickory 

141  15th  St.  S  E,  Hickory 

196  23rd  St.  N  W,  Hickory 

829  Main  Ave.  N  E,  Hickory 

11th  St.  N  W,  Hickory 

Rt.  3,  Box  120,  Hickory 

21st  Ave.  N  E,  Hickory 

1417  1st  Ave.  PI.  N  W,  Hickory 

Hildebran 

Rt.  1,  Hickory 

409  E.  11th  St.,  Newton 
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Church 


Brookford  

Catawba  

Claremont,  First  

Conover,  First  

Corinth  

Grace  

Hickory,  Calvary  

"  Community  

"   East  Hickory  

"   East  Hickory  Mission 

"  First  

"  Highland  

"   Midway  Mission  

"  Longview  

"   Oakland  Heights  

"  Penelope  

"  Temple  

"  Viewmont  

"    West  Hickory  

Hildebran,  First  

Icard  

Mountain  Grove  

Newton,  First  

"  North  

Oyama  

Providence  

Sandy  Ridge  

Springs  Road  

Startown  

Sweetwater  

Warlick's  

Wayside  


PIANIST  OR  ORGANIST 


Namb 


Mrs.  W.  C.  Laney  

Miss  Polly  Ann  Abernathy 

Miss  Judy  Scronce  

Mrs.  Franklin  Tuggle  

Howard  Propst  

Miss  Nancy  Jackson  

Mrs.  Roy  Cook  

Miss  Barbara  Ball  

Mrs.  T.  W.  Nelson  

Mrs.  William  L.  Crawley. . 

Mr.  Kenneth  Poole  

Mrs.  E.  L.  Guthrie  

Miss  Mazel  Pope  

Mrs.  Wayne  Newton  

Mrs.  Barbara  Everhart  — 

Mrs.  Mayo  Weaver  

Mrs.  Richard  Brittian  

Mrs.  Ralph  Kendall  

Mrs.  Dean  F.  Woods  

Mrs.  Willard  Wycoff  

Mrs.  Amos  Lingerfelt  

Mrs.  Eugene  Allison  

Cecil  Murray  

Mrs.  Peggy  Cunningham. . 
Mrs.  Garland  Caldwell.... 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Brittian  

Miss  Jane  Martin  

Miss  Gail  Huffman  

Mrs.  Emmett  Huffman  

Mrs.  J.  C.  Sanders  

Miss  Elizabeth  Marlow .  .  . 
Miss  Shirley  Caulder  


Address 


161  20th  Avenue  S  W,  Hickory 
Catawba 

Box  482,  Claremont 
Rt.  2,  Box  568,  Newton 
Route  1,  Hickory 
Route  3,  Hickory 
Route  4,  Hickory 
Box  166,  Hickory 
122  16th  St.  S  E,  Hickory 
Hickory 

c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory 

1118  8th  St.  NE,  Hickory 

Route  1,  Conover 

238  32nd  St.  S  W,  Hickory 

1673  C  Ave.  S  E,  Hickory 

P.  0.  Box  72,  Hildebran 

518  10th  Ave.  Dr.  S  E,  Hickory 

2606  1st  Ave.  N  W,  Hickory 

Route  2,  Hickory 

Hildebran 

Icard 

Route  1,  Hickory 

2324  N.  Main  Ave.,  Newton 

2307  N.  Anderson  Ave.,  Newton 

Rt.  2,  Conover 

Route  4,  Hickory 

1830  12th  Ave.  N  E,  Hickory 

Route  2,  Conover 

Route  1,  Newton 

1918  5th  Avenue  S  E,  Hickory 

Route  1,  Hickory 

1460  2nd  Avenue  N  W ,  Hickory 


HISTORICAL  TABLE 


Year           Place  of  Meeting 

Moderator 

Clerk 

Preacher  of 
Annual  Sermon 

1956  Hickory,  First; 

Hildebran,  First  

1957  West  Hickory; 

1958  Viewmont;  Providence . . . 

1959  Catawba;  Hickory,  First. . 

1960  East  Hickory;  Viewmont . 

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

Fritz  D.  Hemphill  

J.  Howard  Gates  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

Miss  Helen  Cater  

V.  C.  Martin 

0.  Jack  Murphy 
James  Helvey,  Jr. 
B.  R.  Holbrook 
Albert  A.  Young 

Statistical  Tables 
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